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ELIZABETH, 

-     bATE  DVCHESS  KKD  COUNTESS 
h^  ;  OUroaTHUMBERLAND, 

IN  HElTbwM  RICHT 
^y  .  BARONESS  PERCY, 

&C.  ttc.  &c. 
WHO,    BEING   SOI.B  HEIRESS 
TO  MANY  GREAT  FAMILIES 
.    "■  OF  OUR  ANCIENT  NOBIL-ITT, 

EMPLOYED  THE  PRINCELY  FORTUNBj 

AND  SUSTAINED  THE  ILLUSTRIOUS  HONOUR.5, 

WHICH  SHE  DERIVED  FROM  THEM, 

THROUGH  HER.  WHOLE  LIFE 

«  4  WITH 


( ^^»  ) 


WITH  THE   GREATEST  DIGNITY, 

GENEROSITY^    AND  SPIRIT  ; 

AND  WHO  FOR  HER  MANY  PUBLIC 

,    AND  PRIVATE  VIRTUES 

WILL  EVER  BE  REMEMBERED 

AS  ONE  OP  THE  FIRST  CHARACTERS 

OP  HER  TIME, 
THIS   LITTLE   WORK  WAS 
ORIGINALLY  DEDICATED': 
AND,    AS  IT  SOMETIMES 
AFFORDED  HER 
AMUSEMENT, 
AND  WAS  HIGHLY  DISTINGUISHED 
BY  HER  INDULGENT 
APPROBATION, 
IT  IS  NOW, 
WITH  THE  UTMOST  REGARD, 
RESPECT,   AND  GRATITUDE, 
CONSECRATED 
TO  HER  BELOVED  AND  HONOURED 

MEMORY. 


ADVERTISEMENT 

TO  THE  FOURTH  EDITION. 

1  WENTY  years  have  near  clapfed 
iiQce  the  laft  edition  of  this  work  appeared.  But» 
although  it  was  fufficienily  a  favourite  with  the 
public,  and  had  long  been  out  of  print,  the 
original  Editor  had  no  delire  to  revive  it.  More 
important  purfuits  had,  as  might  be  expefted^ 
engaged  his  attention;  and  the  prefent  edition 
would  have  remained  unpubiiihed,  had  he  not 
yielded  to  the  importunity  of  his  friends,  and 
accepted  the  humble  offer  of  an  Editor  in  a 
Nephew,  to  whom,  it  is  feared,  he  will  be  found 
too  partial. 

Thefe  volumes  are  now  reftored  to  the  public 
with  fuch  correftions  and  improvements  as  iiave 
occurred  (ince  the  former  impreffion;  and  the 
Text  in  particular  hath  been  emended  in  many 
paiTages  by  recurring  to  the  old  copies.  The 
inftances,  being  frequently  trivial,  are  not  always 
noted  in  the  margin ;  but  the  alteration  hath  never. 
been  made  without  good  reafon ;  and  efpecially  in 
fuch  pieces  as  were  extrafted  from  the  folio  Manu- 
fcript  fa  often  mentioned  in  the  following  pages, 

where 
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where  any  variation  occurs  from  the  former  im« 
preffion,  it  will  be  underftood  to  have  been  givea 
on  the  authority  of  that  MS. 

The  appeal  publicly  made  to  Dr.  JOHNsoir 
in  the  firft  page  of  the  following  Preface,  fo  long 
fince  as  in  the  year  1765,  and  never  once  contra-* 
dided  by  him  during  fo  large  a  portion  of  his  life, 
ought  to  bave  precluded  every  doubt  concerning 
the  exiftence  of  the  MS.  in  queftion.  But  fuch,  it 
Ieems»  having  been  fuggefted,  it  may  now  be 
mentioned,  that,  while  this  edition  palled  through 
his  prefs,  the  MS.  itfelf  was  left  for  near  a  year 
with  Mr.  Nichols,  in  whofe  houfe,  or  in  that 
of  its  Po0e(lbr,  it  was  examined  with  more  or 
lefs  attention  by  many  Gentlemen  of  eminence 
in  literature.  At  the  firft  publication  of  thefe 
volumes  it  had  been  in  the  hands  of  all,  or  moft 
of,  his  friends;  but,  as  it  could  hardly  be  ex« 
peded  that  he  ihould  continue  to  think  of  no* 
thing  clfe  but  thefe  amufements  of  his  youths 
it  was  afterwards  laid  aiide  at  his  refidence  in 
the  country.  Of  the  many  Gentlemen  above-^ 
mentioned,  who  offered  to  give  their  teftimony 
to  the  publick,  it  will  be  fufficient  to  name  the 
Honourable  Daines  Barrington,  the  Reverend 

Clay.^ 
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Clayton  Mordaunt  CRAcitERODCy  and 
thofe  eminent  Critics  on  Shakcfpcare,  the  Re- 
verend Dr.  Farmer,  George  Steevens,  Efij. 
Edmund  Malone,  £fq.  and  Isaac  Reed,  Efq* 
to  whom  I  beg  leave  to  .appeal  for  the  truth  of 
the  following  reprefcntation. 

The  MS.  is  a  long  narrow  folio  volume,  con- 
taining 191  Sonnets,  Ballads,  Hidorical  Songs, 
and  Metrical  Romances,  either  in  the  whole  or 
in  part,  for  many  of  them  are  extremely  muti- 
lated and  imperfeft.  The  firft  and  laft  leaves 
are  wanting;  and  of  54  pages  near  the  beginning 
half  of  every  leaf  hath  been  torn  away,  and 
feveral  others  are  injured  towards  the  end  ;  befidcs 
that  through  a  great  j»rt  of  the  volume  the 
top  or  bottom  line,  and  fometimes  both  have 
been  cut  off  in  tl\e  binding. 

In  this  ftate  is  the  MS.  itfelf :  and  even  where, 
the  leaves  have  fuiFered  no  injury,  the  tranfcripts, 
which  feem  to  have  been  all  made  by  one  perfon 
(they  are  at  Icaft  all  in  the  fame  kind  of  hand), 
arc  fometimes  extremely  incorre£):  and  faulty, 
being  in  fuch  infiances  probably  made  from  de- 
feflive  copiesi  or  the  imperfect  recitation  of  illi- 
terate 
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Urate  fingers ;  fo  that  a  confiderable  portion  of 
the  fong  or  narrative  is  fometimes  omitted  ;  and 
miferable  tralh  or  nonfenfe  not  unfrequently  in* 
troduced  into  pieces  of  confiderable  merit.  And 
often  the  copyift  grew  fo  weary  of  his  labour 
as  to  write  on  without  the  leaft  attention  to 
the  fenfe  or  meaning;  fo  that  the  word  which 
Ihoald  form  the  rhyme  is  found  mifplaced  in  the 
middle  of  the  line ;  and  we  have  fuch  blunders  as 
thefcy  want  and  will  for  wanton  will  ^i  even  pan 
and  wale  for  wan  and  pale  f,  &c.  &c. 

Hence  the  Public  may  judge  how  much  they 
are  indebted  to  the  compbfer  of  this  colledion ; 
who,  at  an  early  period  of  Jife,  with  fuch  mate* 
rials  and  fuch  fubjefts,  formed  a  work  which 
bath  been  admitted  into  the  moft  elegant  libraries ; 
and  with  which  the  judicious  Antiquary  hath  juft 
reafon  to  be  fatisfied,  while  refined  entertainment 
hath  been  provided  for  every  Reader  of  taftc 
and  genius. 

Thomas  Percy, 

FALLOW  or  St.  John's  CoLLtox,  Oxvord. 

4 

«  Page  130.    Ver.  1x7.    (This  muft  havo  been  copied  from  »- 
reciter.) 
f  Pag.  139.    Ver.  I  6a,  viz. 

l^  bis  vi/age  waxeafan  and  walt/^ 

The 
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The    preface. 


THE  Reader  is  here  prefented  with feledt  remains  of 
our  aDcient  Englifli  Bards  and  Minftrels,  an  oider 
of  nnen,  who  were  once  greatly  refpe£led  by  our  an- 
ceftorsy  and  contributed  to  foften  the  roughnefs  of  a 
martial  and  unlettered  people  by  their  foogs  and  by 
their  mufic. 

The  greater  part  of  them  are  extracted  from  an  an- 
cient folio  Manufcript,  in  the  Editor's  pofleffion,  which 
contains  near  200  Poems»  Songs,  and  Metrical  Ro- 
mances. This  MS.  was  written  about  the  middle  of 
thelaft  century;  but  contains  compofitions*of  all  timet 
and  dates,  from  the  ages  prior  to  Chaucer,  to  the  con- 
clufion  of  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  * 

This  Manufcript  was  (hewn  to  feveral  learned  and 
ingenious  friends,  who  thought  the  contents  coo  curious 
to  oe  configned  to  oblivion,  and  importuned  the  pof- 
feflbr  to  feied  fome  of  them,  and  give  them  to  the 
prefs«  As  modt  of  them  are  of  great  fimplicity,  and 
leem  to  have  been  merely  written  for  the  oeople,  he 
was  long  in  doubt,  whether,  in  the  prefent  Itate  of  im« 
proved  literature,  they  could  be  deemed  worthy  the  at- 
tention of  the  public.  At  length  the  importunity  of 
his  friends  prevailed,  and  he  could  refufe  nothing  to 
fuch  judges  as  the  Author  of  the  Rambler  ana  the 
late  Mr.  Shenstone. 

*  Chancec  quptes  th^  old  Romance  of  ''  Libius  Difconins,*'  and 
fome  others,  which  are  found  in  this  MS.  (See  the  Essay  prefixed 
to  Vol.  III.  p.  xxiii.  Sc  feqq!)  It  alfo  contains  iieveral  Songs  rela- 
ting to  the  Civil  War  in  the  laft  century,  but  not  one  that  alludes  to 
ihe  Reftoration. 
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Accordingly  fuch  fpecimens  of  ancient  poetiy  have 
been  feleded,  as  either  fhew  the  gradation  of  our  lan- 
guage, exhibit  the  progrefs  of  popular  opinions,  dif- 
play  the  peculiar  manners  and  cudonms  of  former  aget, 
or  throw  light  en  our  earlier  claffical  poets. 

They  are  here  diftributed  into  volumes,  each  of 
which  contains  an  independent  series  of  poems,  ar« 
ranged  chiefly  according  to  the  order  of  time,  and 
iliewing  the  gradual  improvements  of  the  Englifli  lan- 
guage and  poetry  from  the  earliefl  ages  down  to  the 
preient.  Each  volume,  or  series,  is  divided  into 
three  books,  to  afford  fo  many  paufes,  or  refting-placei 
ta  the  Reader,  and  to  affiil  him  in  diftingufhing  between 
the  produ^lions  of  the  earlier,  the  middle,  and  the 
latter  times. 

In  a  polilhed  age,  like  the  prefent,  I  am  feniible  that 
many  of  thefe  reliques  of  antiquity  will  require  great 
allowances  to  be  made  for  them.  Yet  have  they,  for 
the  mod  part,  a  pleafing  fimplicity,  and  many  artleft 

traces,  wnich  in  the  opinion  of  no  mean  Critics  *  have 
een  thought  to  compenfate  for  the  want  of  higher 
beauties,  and,  if  they  do  not  dazzle  the  imaginacioD^ 
ai^e  frequently  found  to  intereil  the  heart. 

To  atone  for  the  rudenefs  of  the  more  obfolete  poems^ 
each  volume  concludes  with  a  few  modern  attempts  in 
the  fame  kind  of  writing :  and,  to  take  off  from  the 
tedioufnefs  of  the  longer  narratives,  they  are  every 
where  intermingled  with  little  elegant  pieces  of  the 
lyric  kind.  Select  ballads  in  the  old  Scottifh  dialed, 
moft  of  tbem  of  the  firft-rate  merit,  are  alfo  inter- 
fperfed  among  thofe  of  our  ancient  Englilh  Minftrels; 
and  the  artlefs  productions  of  thefe  old  rhapfodifts  are 
occafionally  confronted  with  fpecimens  of  the  compo- 
fition  of  contemporary  poets  of  a  higher  clafs;  of  thofe 
who  had  all  the  advantages  of  learning  in  the  times  in 

*  Mr.  Addison,  Mr.  Drydsn,  and  the  witty  Lord  Dorset^ 
&c.  See  the  Spe^ator,  No.  70.  To  thefe  might  be  added  many 
eminent  judges  now  alive.— The  learned  StLDw-n  appears  alfo  to 
have  been  fund  of  collecting  thefe  old  things.    See  belov* 
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wbich  they  lived*  and  who  wrote  for  fame  and  for  po- 
fterity.  Yet  perhaps  the  palm  will  be  frequently  due 
to  the  old  itroUing  Minitrels,  who  compofed  their 
rhimes  to  be  fung  to  their  harps,  and  who  looked  no 
farther  than  for  prefent  applaufe,  and  prefent  fub- 
fiftence. 

The  Reader  will  find  this  clafs  of  men  occaHonally 
defcribed  in  the  following  volumes,  and  fome  particu- 
lars relating  to  their  hidory  in  an  Eilay  fubjoined  to 
this  preface. 

-  It  will  be  proper  here  to  give  a  ihort  account  of  the 
other  Colledions  that  were  confulted,  and  to  make  my 
acknowledgements  to  thofe  gentlemen  who  were  fo  kind 
as  to  impart  extrads  fironi  tbem;  for,  while  this  ielec« 
tion  was  making,  a  great  number  of  ingenious  friends 
took  a  ihare  in  the  work,  and  explored  noany  large 
repofitories  in  its  favour* 

The  firft  of  thefe  that  deierved  notice  wa^  the  Pepyfiaa 
library  at  Magdalen  College,  Cambiidge.  Its  founder^ 
Sam.  FfiPYS  *,  £fq«  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty  in  the 
reigns  of  Charles  IL  and  James  IL  had  made  a  large 
oolledioQ  of  ancient  Engliih  ballads,  near  2000  in 
number,  which  he  has  left  pafied  in  five  volumes  ia 
folio;  beiides  Gsu'Iands  and  other  fmaller  mifcellanies* 
This  collection  he  tells  us  waa  "  Begun  by  Mr.  SfiLDEN  s 
**  improved  by  the  addition  of  many  pieces  elder  thereto 
*'  in  time;  and  the  whole  continued  down  to  the  year 
"  1700;  when  the  form  peculiar  till  then  thereto,  viz. 
**  of  the  black  letter  with  pi6tures,  feems  (for  cheap- 
*'  nefs  fake)  wholly  laid  afide  for  that  of  the  white 
"  Letter  without  pidtures," 

In  the  Afhmole  Library  at  Oxford  it  a  fmall  col- 
lection of  Ballads  made  by  Anthony  Wood  in  the  year 
1676,    containing  fomewhat  noore  than  aoo.     Many 

"^  A  life  of  our  curious  colleAor  Mr.  Pepys,  may  be  feeoi  ia 
'<  The  Continuation  of  Mr.  Collier's  Supplement  to  his  Great  Di^ion. 
f<  17x5,  at  the  end  of  Vol.  IIL  folio.    Arc.  F]gP«" 
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anctent  popular  poems  are  alfo  preferved  in  the  Bddleyan 
Library. 

The  archives  of  the  Antiquarian  Society  at  London 
contain  a  multitude  of  curious  political  poems  in  large 
folio  volumes,  digefted  under  the  feveral  reign«  of 
Hen.  VIII.  Edw.  VI.  Mary^  Elizabeth,  James  I.  &c. 

In  the  Britifli  Mufeum  is  preferved  a  large  treafure 
of  ancient  Englilh  poems  in  MS.  befides  one  folio  volume 
of  printed  ballads. 

From  all  theie  fome  of  the  beft  pieces  were  fele6^ed; 
and  from  many  private  collections,  as  well  printed|  as 
manufcript.  particularly  from  one  large  folio  volume 
which  was  lent  by  a  lady. 

AMID  fuch  a  fund  of  materials,  the  Editor  is  afraid 
he  has  been  fometimes  lecf  to  make  too'  great  a  parade  of 
bis  authorities.  The  deiire  of  being  accurate  has  per- 
haps feduced  him  into  too  nrinute  and  trifling  an  ex- 
aCtnefs ;  and.  in  purfitit  of  information  he  may  have 
been  drawn  into  many  a  petty  and  frivolous  refearch. 
It  tvas  however  neceflhry  to  give  fome  account  of  the 
old  copies ;  though  often,  f  )r  the  fake  of  brevity,  one  or 
two  or  ihcfc  only  are  mentioned,  where  yet  affiflance 
was  received  fi-om  fe vera).  Where  any  thing  was  al- 
tered that  defervcd  particular  notice,  the  paflage  is  ge* 
neraliy  diflinguiflied  by  two  inverted  •  commas.'  And 
the  Editor  has  endeavoured  to  be  as  faithful  as  the  im- 
perfe^  (late  of  his  materials  would  admit.  For,  theie 
old  {x>pular  rhimes  being  many  of  them  copied  only 
from  illiterate  trankripts,  or  the  imperfe6l  recitation  of 
Itinerant  ballad-fingers,  have,  as  might  be  cxpe6icd, 
been  handed  down  to  us  with  iefs  care  than  any  other 
writings  in  the  world.  And  the  old  copies,  whefher 
IVIS.  or  printed,  were  often  fo  (1tfe6live  or  corrupted, 
tbi*t  a  fcrupulous  adherence  to  their  wretched  ^reading* 
would  only  have  exhibited  unintelligible  nonfenie,  or 
fuch  poor  meagre  (iuff*,  as  neither  came  from  the  Bard, 
nor  was  worthy  the  prefs;  when,  by  a  few  ilight  cor- 
redions  or  additions,  a  moil  beaiuiful  or  interfiling 
fenfe  hatii  Harted  forth,  and  this  fo  naturally  and  eafity, 

that 
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;thsit  the  Editor  could  feldom  prevail  on  himfelf  to  in* 
d'ulge  the  vanity  of  making  a  formal  claim  to  the  im* 
provement;  but  muft  plead  guilty  to  the  charge  of 
concealing  his  own  (liarein  the  amendments  under  fome 
Tuch  general  title,  as  a  "  Modern  Copy, '  or  the  like. 
Yet  it  has  been  his  deiign  to  $>ive  iuificient  intimation 
where  any  coniiderable  liberties  *  were  taken  with  the 
old  copies,  and  to  have  retained  either  in  the  text  or 
margin  any  word  or  phrafe  which  was  antique,  obfolete^ 
unuAiaUor  peculiar,  fo  that  theie  might  be  iafely  quoted 
as  of  genuine  and  undoubted  antiquity.  His  objedt 
was  to  pleafe  both  the  judicious  Antiquary,  and  the 
Reader  of  Tai^e  ;  and  he  hath  endeavoured  to  gratify 
both  without  offending  either. 

The  plan  of  the  wok-k  was  fettled  in  concert  with  the 
late  elegant  Mr.  Shenstone,  who  ^as  to  have  borne  a 
Joint  jdiare  in  it  had  not  death  unhappily  prevented 
him  t :  Moft  of  the  modern  pieces  were  of  his  fele6tioa 
and  arrangement,  and  the  Editor  hopes  to  be  pardoned 
if  he  has  retained  fome  things  out  of  partiality  to  the 
judgement  of  his  friend.  The  old  folio  MS.  above-men- 
tioned was  a  prefent  from  Humphrey  Pitt,  Efq.  of 
Prior's-Lee,  in  Shropihire  t,  t»  whom  this  public  ac- 

know* 

^  Such  liberties  .have  been  ti^en.  with  all  thofe  piBoes  which 
luve  3  afteriiks  fubjoiried,  thus  *if* 

f  That  the  Editor  hath  not  here  under-rated  the  aiiiftance  he 
received  from  his  friend,  will  appear  from  Mr.  Shendone's  own 
letter  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gr  ve<>  dated  March  i,  1761.  See  his 
Works,  Vol.  III.  Letter  CIIL  It  is  doubtlefs  a  great  Lofs  to  this 
workf  that  Mr.  Shenftone  never  faw  more  tluin  about  a  third  oC 
one  of  thefe  volumes,  as  prepared  for  the  prefs. 

X  Who  informed  the  Editor  that  this  MS.  had  been  purchased  in 
a  library  of  old  books,  which  was  thought  to  have  belonged  to 
Thomas  Blount,  Author  of  the  "  Jttcular  Tenures,  1679,"  4.10. 
and  of  many  other  publications  enumerated  in  Wood*s  Athenae,  II. 
73 ;  the  earlieft  of  which  is  •*  The  Art  of  making  Devifes^  1646," 
410.  wherein  he  is  dtfcribed  to  be  *<  of  the  luoer  Temple."    If  the 

Vol,  I.  b  col* 
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knowledgement  is  due  for  that,  and  many  other  obli* 
ging  favours.  To  Sir  David  DalrymplBi  Bart  of 
Hales,  near  Edinburgh^  the  Editor  is  indebted  for  naoft 
of  the  beautiful  Scottiih  poeois  with  which  this  Httle 
mifcellany  is  enriched,  and  for  many  curious  and  ele* 
gant  remarks  with  which  they  arc  illuftrated.  Some 
obliging  communications  of  the  fame  kind  were  re^ 
ceived  from  John  Mac  Gowak,  Efq.  of  Edinburgh; 
andmany  curious  explanations  of  Scottifli  words  in  the 
glouaries  from  John  Davidson,  Efq.  of  Edinburgh, 
aind  from  the  Hev.  Mr.  Hutchinson,  of  Kimbolton* 
Mr.  Warton,  who  has  twice  done  fo  much  honour  to 
the  Poetry  ProfefTor's  chair  at  Oxford,  and  Mr.  HssT 
of  Worceder  College,  contributed  (bme  curious  ptecea 
from  the  Oxford  libraries.  Two  ingenious  and4earned 
friends  at  Cambridge  deferve  the  £ditor*s  warmeft  ac- 
knowledgements:  to  Mr.  Blake  WAY,  late  fellow  of 
Magdalen  College,  he  owes  all  the  affiflance  received 
from  the  PepyUan  library :  and  Mr.  Farmer,  fellow 
of  Emanuel,  often  exerted,  in  favour  of  this  little  work, 
that  exteniive  knowledge  of  ancient  Engli(h  literature 
for  which  he  is  fo  didinguifbed  *«    Many  extrafls  from 

anckn,t 

toUe^ion  was  made  by  this  Lawyer^  (who  alfo  publKhed  the 
'^Law  Dictionary y  167 1/*  folio;)  it  (hould  feem^  from  the  errors 
snd  dtfe^  with  which  the  MS.  abounds,  that  he  had  employed  his 
clerk  in  writing  {hit  traofcriptSy  who  was  often  weary  of  his  taflc. 

*  To  the  fame  learned  and  tngenlons  friend,  fmce  Malter  of* 
£manuel  College,  the  Editor  is  obliged  for  many  correAions  and 
Improvements  in  his  second  and  fobfe^ent  Editions;  as  aKo  to 
Hhe  Re¥.  Mr.  Bowlk^  of  Idmiftooe,  near  Salilbury^  Editor  of  the 
curioQs  edition  of  Don  Quixote,  with  Annotations,  in  Spaniih,  in 
6  vols*  4to.}  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Coli,  formerly  of  Blecheley,  liear 
Fennys-Stratford^  Bucks)  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lambb,  of  Noreham^ 
in  Northumberland  (author  of  a  learned  *^  Hiftory  of  Chefs,"  17641 
Svo.  and  Editor  of  a  curious  *<  Poem  on  the  Battle  of  Floddea 
Field,^  with  learned  Notes,  1774,  8vo.};  and  to  G.  PAT0N,£f<|. 
of  Edinburgh.  He  is  particularly  indebted  to  two  friends,  to 
vrhom  the  publick,  as  weU  as  himfelf,  are  under  the  greateft 
obligations;  to  the  Honourable  Dainbs  Barrimotok,  for  his 
very  learned  and  curious  ''  Obfervations  on  the^Statute;,"  4to.  1 
and  to  TuoM48  TyrwhitT|  E^  whofe  moft  corredt  and  elegantr 
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focfent  SlSS.  in  the  Bntifli  Sfnfctim,  and  otRer  repo(i« 
tones,  were  owing  to  the  kind  fef vices  of  TiiOMAaf 
A$t£e,  lifq.  to  whom  the  publick  \t  indebted  for  the 
carious  Preface  and  Index  annexed  to  tfte  HaHeyarf 
CaralogBe  *•  The  worthjr  Librarian  of  tlie'  Society  of 
Antiquaries,  Mr.  NoRRrs,  dcfcrved  acknowfedgenaenf 
for  the  ob^rgin^  mariner  in  Whiqh  he  gave  the  Editoif 
accefs  to  the  volumes  under  his^care.  In  Mr.GrARRicKV 
duriqus  coHed^ion  of  old  plays  art  manV  fcafcc  pieced 
6f  ancient  poetry,  with  the  free  ufc  oi  which  he  in- 
tfolijcd  the  Editor  in  the  politeft  Hiafnnen  To  the  Ren 
©r.  BrucH  he  is  indcbtecl  for  the  ufe  of  feveral  ancient' 
aiirf  valuable  tra6h.  To  the  frjendfhip  of  Dn  SAMi/fiii 
tsHNSoif  he  owes  many  V^fualile  hints. for  thfe'  ConducSf 


who  flands  at  this  time  the  firft  in  the  world  for  northemf 
literature,  and  whofe  le^rrfing  is  bcttet  known'  and  re- 
fpe6ted  in  foreign  nations  than  in  his  own  country*  \t 
is  perhaps  needlels  to  name  the  fttrv.  Mf •  LrE^  ££tor 
of  Junius's  Etyniologicum^  and  of  the  Gothic  Gofpeis* 

•ahion  of  Chaucer's  *  Caiiicrbuty  Talesi**  '5  vok  jv6.  Is  a  ftffli4arii 
book^  and  (hews  how  an  ancient  Engtrilk  elimethottld  be  fiiibfiliieiH' 
The  Editor  was  alfo  favoured  with  many  valuable  remarks  and 
corredlions  from  the  Rev.  Geo.  As^my,  late  lel!ow  of  ^t.  John's 
College,  in  Cambridge,  which  are  not  particularly  pointed  oAC 
becaufe  they  occur  fo  often.  He  was  no  lefs  obliged  to  ThomaI 
BuTttRy  Efq*F.  A*  S.  agent  to  the  Duke  of  Northumberland^ 
and  Clerk  ef  the  Peace  for  the  county  of  Middlefexj  whofo 
•xtenfive  knowledge  of  ancient  writinj^^  records,  aiid  hiAory^ 
have  been  of  great  nfe  to  the  Editor  in  his  attempts  to  illuf-. 
trate  the  literature  or  manners  of  our  anceftors.  Solme  valuable 
temarks  were  procured  by  Samubl  Pboob,  Efq.  author  of  that 
tnrious  work  the  <<  Curialia,"  410.;  but  this  impreffion  was  tool 
fhr  advanced  to  profit  by  them  all  1  which  hath  alfo  been  the  caf« 
with  a  feries  of  learned  and  ingenious  annotations  inferted  in  thil 
Oentlenoaii's  Magaaune  for  Ac^uft,  i793>  -^pril*  Jtme,  July,  axkl 
Mtiber>  17041  and  which,  it  is  hoped»  will  be  coatioucC  ' 
•  Since  Keeper  of  the  Records  in  the  Tower; 
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The  KAME8  of  fo  man^  men  of  learning  and  oha* 
ra£ter  the  £ditor  hopes  will  ferve  as  an  amulet  to  guard 
him  from  every  unfavourable  cenfure,  for  having  be- 
fio^yed  any  attention  on  a  parcel  of  Old  Ballads.  It 
was  at  the  requeft  of  many  of  thefe  gentlemen,  and  of 
others  eminent  for  their  genius  and  uile,  that  this  little 
work  was  undertaken^  To  prepare  it  for  the  prefs  hat 
been  the  atpufemcnt  of  now  and  then  a  vacant  hour 
amid  the  leifure  and  retirement  of  rural  life,  and  hath 
only  ferved  as  a  relaxation  from  graver  ftudies.  It  has 
been  taken  up  at  different  times,  and  often  thrown  afide 
for  manymonthsy  during  an  interval  of  four  or  five 
years.  This  has  uccafioned  foroe  inconMencies  and 
repetitions,  which  the  candid  reader  will  pardon.  As 
great  care  has  been  taken  to  admit  nothing  immoral 
and  indecent,  the  Editor  hojpes  he  need  not  be  afhamed 
of  having  beftowed  fome  or  his  idle  hours  on  the  an- 
cient literature  of  our  own  country,  or  in  refcuing  from 
oblivion  fome  pieces  (though-battheamuiementsof  our 
anceftors)  which  tend  to  place  in  a  flriking  light  their 
tafie,  genius,  fentiments,  or  manners. 

ft^  Exctpt  in  me  Pttragrmfh^  and  in  the  Notes  fuhjvineJ^ 
this  Preface  is  given  with  littk  variatiw  frQm  the  Jirjt 
editiw  in  MDCCLXV. 
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AN 

ESSAY 

ON 

THE  ANCIENT  MINSTRELS 
IN  ENGLAND. 

I.  ^TT^HE  Minstrels  (A)  wprc  an  order  of  men  io 
X  ^^^  midd!^  age8»  who  fubdiled  by  th^  arts  of 
pQetry  and  mnficy  and  fang  to  the  harp  verfes  com* 
pofed  by  themfelves,  or  others  *  They  alfo  appear 
to  have  accompanied  their  fongs  with  mimicry  and 
action;  and  to  have  pradifed  Inch  various  means  of 
diverting  as  were  much  admired  in  thofe  rude  times^ 
and  Aipplied  the  want  of  more  refined  entertainment  (B^ 
Thefe  arts  rendered  them  extremely  popular  and  acce^* 
table  in  this  and  all  the  neighbouring  countries ;  where 
1^0  high  fcene  pf  fedivity  was  efteemed  complete^  that 
was  not  fet  off  with  the  exercife  of  their  talent^ ;  and 
where,  fo  long  as  the  fpirit  of  chivalry  fubuOed,  they 
were  protected  and  carefled,  becaufe  their  fongs  tended 
to  do  honour  to  the  ruling  paffion  of  the  times,  and  to 
e^ncourage  and  foment  a  martial  Ipirit. 

(A)  Tbe  larger  Notes  and  llluftmtions  referred  to  by  the  capi- 
tal Letters  (A)  (B)  &c.  arc  tbrowQ  together  to  (he  $nd  o£  this  £f- 
foy. 

*  Wedded  to  no  hypothefis,  tbp  author  hath  readily  corr^Aed 
any  mH^ake^  which  have  %een  frwed.  to  be  in  this  Esba  y  ;  and 
confidering  the  novelty  of  the  fubjedt>  and  the  time^  and  place, 
when  and  where  he  firft  took  it  up,  many  fuch  had  been  excufable, 
i^That  the  term  Mikstabl  was  oot  confined,  as  fome  contend, 
to  a  meer  Mufician,  in  this  country,  any  more  than  on  the  conii- 
xient,  wU^  ^  confidfred  more  fully  in  the  lail  Note  (G  g.)  at  tlie 
end  of  this  Elfay. 
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TheMiNStRELS  ieem  to  have  been  fte  genuine  fucv 
celTors  of  the  ancient  bards  (C),  who  under  different 
names  were  admired  and  revered »  from  the  earli^  il  ageS| 
among  the  peqple  of  Gaul,  Britain,  Ireland^  and  the 
North ;  and  indeed  b\'  aim<)ft  all  the  firft  inhabitants  of 
Europe,  whether  of  Celtic  or  Gothic  race  ♦ ;  but  by 
none  more  than  by  pur  own  Teutonic  ancci^prs  f ,  parr 
ticularly  by  all  the  Danilh  tribes  J.  Amont{  thefr  they 
were  diflinguilhed  by  the  name  of  s*  \lds,  a  word 
which  denotes  *^  Smoothers  and  Poli fliers  of  Ian? 
?*  guage  §".  The  origin  of  their  art  was  attributed  tq 
Odin  or  WoDBN,  the  father  of  their  Gods;  and  the 
profeflbrs  of  it  were  held  in  the  higheft  eiHmation. 
Their  (kiU  was  coniidered  as  fomething  divine ;  their 
perfons  were  deemed  facred ;  their  attendance  was  folir 
icited  by  kings ;  and  they  were  every  where  loaded  with 
jionours  and  rewards.  Tn  fhort,  poets  and  their  art 
were  held  among  them  in  that  rude  admiration.  whicH 
is  ever  (hewn  by  an  ignorant  people  to  fuch  as  exce) 
them  in  i  ntelledhial  ^ccomplifliments. 

As  thefe  honours  Wjere  paid  to  Poetry  and  Song,  from 
jthc  earlicft  times,  in  thole  countries  which  our  Anglo? 
Saxon  ^ncedors  inhabited  before  their  removal  into  Sri? 
tain.,  ^e  may  reafonably  conclude,  that  they  would  not 
)ay  alide  all  their  regard  for  men  of  this  fort  immediately 
on  quitting  their  German  forefts.  At  leaf!  fo  long  as 
f hey  retained  their  ancient  manners  and  opinions,  they 
would  ilill  hold  them  in  high  eMmauon.    i3ut  as  the 

*  Vid.  PelloQtier  Hift.  des  Celtes.  Cpin.  i.  L  t.  c  6.  |o. 
f  Tacit,  de  Mor.  Germ.  cap.  a. 

%  Vid.  Bartholin,  de  CaaTis  contemptae  a  Danit  mortis:  lib.  i« 
rap.  lo.-— — Wormtj  Ltteratura  Ronic.  ad  finem. —  See  alio 
M  Northern  Antiquities,  or^  A  Oefcription  of  the  Manners^  Cof? 
''  toros,  fcc.  of  the  ancient  Danes  3nd  other  northern  nations ;  froni 
^  the  French  of  M.  MaUcfL*'  Londouj  printed  for  T.  Carnan|  1770^ 
s  voL  8vo. 

§  Torfaei  Pnefitf.  ad  Qrca4*  Hift«--Pi)Bi  to  f<  Fife  pieces  of  Ri|- 

f'tti^  Poetry,"  *c  ^ 
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Sftxdns,  foon  titer  their  efiablifhmeaC  In  this  xflandi 
were  converted  K>  Chrillknitv ;  in  proportion  as  litera* 
ture  preyailed  ambng  them,  this  rude  admiration  would 
begin  to  abate ;  and  Poetry  would  be  no  loneer  a  pecu« 
liar  profeffion.  Thus  the  >>o£t  and  the  MiNsTaix* 
early  with  us  became  two  perfons  (D).  Poetry  was  culi- 
tivated  by  men  of  letters  indifcriminately;  and  many  of 
the  moll  popular  rhimes  were  compofc d  amidil  the  l^* 
fure  and  retirement  of  monafteries.  But  the  Min(lrel$ 
continued  a  diiUndt  order  of  men  for  many  ages  after  jtbi^ 
Norman  conqueft ;  and  got  their  livelihood  by  linging 
.verfes  to  the  harp  at  the  houfes  of  the  ereat  (E).  Tnere 
they  were  diU  holbitabty  and  refpe6^fully  received,  and 
retained  many  of  tne  honours  fliewn  to  their  predeceflbrs 
the  BAtDS  and  scalds  (F).  And  though,  as  their  art 
declined,  many  of  them  only  recited  the  compofitions  of 
others,  feme  of  them  ftill  compofed  fongs  themfelves, 
and  all  of  them  could  probably  mvent  a  few  ftanzas  on , 
occafion.  I  have  no  doubt  but  mod  of  the  old  heroic 
Ballads  in  this  colledlion  were  compofed  by  this  order  of 
men.  Fpr  although  fome  of  the  larger  metrical  Ro- 
mances might  come  from  the  pen  of  the  monks  or 
t>thers,  yet  the  fmaller  narratives  were  probably  conx- 
pofed  by  the  Minftrels,  who  fang  them.  From  the 
amazing  variations  which  occur  in  different  copies  of 
the  old  pieces,  it  is  evident  they  made  no  fcrppte  to 
alter  each  other^s  productions  s  and  the  reciter  added  or 
omitted  whole  danzas  according  to  his  qwn  fancy  or 
convenience. 

In  the  early  ages,  as  was  hinted  abov^,  the  prpfeffipn 
of  oral  itinerant  Poet  was  held  in  the  utmoll  reverence 
among  all  the  Danifli  tribes ;  and  therefore  we  Qiigh( 
have  concluded,  that  it  was  not  unknown  or  unrefpcdled 
among  their  Saxon  brethren  in  Britain,  even  if  Hiftorjr 
had  been  altogether  filcnt  on  this  fubjtd.  The  original 
country  of  our  Anglo-Saxon  Anceflors  is  well  known  to 
have  lien  chiefly  in  the  Cimbric  Cherfoneife,  in  the 
tra£l$  of  land  fiace  difliDgyifhed  by  the  name  of  Tutland, 

b4  AngcIcQ, 


xxiv  AN  ESSAY   ON 

Angelen^  and  Holftein*.  The  Jutes  and  Angles  in 
particular,  who  compofed  two  thirds  of  the  conquerors 
of  Britain,  were  a  Danilh  people,  and  their  country  at 
this  day  belongs  to  the  crown  of  Denmark  f;  fo  that 
when  tnc  Danes  again  infefted  England,  three  or  four 
hundred  years  after,  they  made  war  on  the  defcendents 
pf  their  own  anceftors  J.  From  this  near  affinity  we 
might  exped  to  difcover  a  ftrong  refembilance  between 
both  nations  in  their  cu floras,  manners,  and  even  lan-r 
guage;  and,  in  fa6i:,  we  find  them  to  differ  no  more,  than 
would  naturally  happen  between  a  parent  country  and  it§ 
own  colonies,  that  had  been  fevered  in  a  rude  qncivi- 
Uzf  d  ila^e,  and  bad  dropt  all  intercourfe  for  three  or 
four  centuries :  efpecialfy  if  we  refled,  that  the  colony 
here  fettled  had  adopted  a  new  Religion,  extremely  opr 
pofite  in  allreipe6ts  to  the  ancient  Paganiim  of  the  mor 
ther-country ;  and  that  even  at  firft,  along  with  the  ori« 

final  Angli,  had  been  incorporated  a  large  mixture  of 
axonsfrpmtbeneighbouringpartsof  Germany;  andafter^ 
wards,  ampng  the  Danifli  invaders,  had  come  vaft  mul« 
titudes  of  adventurers  from  the  more  northern  parts  of 
Scandinavia.  But  all  thefp  ^yere  Q|ily  different  tribes  of 
the  fame  commpn  Teutonic  ftock,  ^d  fpoke  only  dif* 
ferent  dialeQs  of  the  fame  Gothic  language  ||. 

From  thjs  famenefs  of  original  and  fimilarity  of  man^ 
ners  we  might  juftly  have  wondered,  if  a  character,  fp 
dignified  and  diliinguifhed  among  the  ancient  Danes  as 
the  Scald  or  Bard,  bad  been  totally  unknown  or  un^ 
regarded  in  this  fifler  nation.  And  indeed  this  argu.- 
ment  is  fo  flrong,  and,  at  the  (aipe  time,  the  early  an- 

*  Via.  Chronic.  Saxon.  4  Gibfon.  p.  |9,  13,  A|p.— — Bed.  U\C^. 
Ecclcf.  a  Smiih.  lib  1.  c.  15 — ^—'jEaldsexb  IRegio  mniiq.  St^- 
•num]  in  ccrvice  CinAtUat  Cberfortefi,  Ho/fatiam  froprie  diSam,  Di'th' 
mar f am,  Stormariam,  et  ffagriam,  comfleaens,  Annot.  in  Bed.  a  Smith, 
p.  52.    EC  vid.  Canadeni  Britan. 

f  JbigUa  Vetm^  bodie  etiam  Anglen,  Jit  a  eft  inter  Saxones  et  Giote* 
[yutMJPbahem'o^dum  cafita/e  ,  .  . .  Slefutick,    Ethclwcrd.  lib',  i. 

♦  Sco  Northerh  Antiqtiities,  &c.  Vol.  I.fag.  7,  S,— 185.— 259, 
*(k),  *6i.  g  Ibid.  Preface,  p.  X5cvi. 
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nals  of  the  Anglo-Saxons  are  fo  fcantyand  defedlive 
(G)^  that  no  objedtions  from  their  filence  could  be  fuifi-* 
cient  to  overthrow  it.     For  if  thefe  popular  bards  were 
confeliedly  revered  and  admired  in  thoie  very  countries 
which  the  Anglo-Saxons  inhabited  before  their  removal 
into  Britain,  and  if  they  were  afterwards  common  and 
niimerous  among  the  other  defcendants   of  the  fame 
Teutonic  anceClors,  can  we  do  otherwife  than  conclude, 
^hat  men    of  this  order   acc(»mpanied  fuch  tribes  as 
pi^rated  hither,    that  they  afterwards  fubfifled  here, 
though  perhaps  with  lefs  iplendor  than  in  the  North ; 
and  that  there  never  was  wanting  a  fucceiTion  of  them  to 
band  down  the  art,  though  fome  particular  conjun<^ure$ 
may  bav^  renckred  it  more  refpe<^table  at  one  time  than 
another?  And  this  was  evidenciy  the  cafe.     For  though 
much  greater  honours  feem  to  have  been  heaped  upon 
the  northern  Scalds,  in  whom  the  characters  of  hifto- 
rian,  genealogid:,  poet,  and  mufician,  were  all  iinited» 
than  appear  to  have  been  paid  to  the  Minstrels  and 
Harpers  (H)  of  the  AnglorSaxons,  whofe  talents  were 
chiefly  calculated  to  entertain  and  divert;    while  the 
Scalds  profefled  to  inform  and  inllrudt,  and  were  at 
once  the  moralifts  and  theologucs  of  f  heir  Pagan  country- 
men ;  yet  the  Anglo-Saxon  Minftrels  continued  to  pof- 
fefs  no  fmall  portion  of  public  favour ;  and  the  arts  they 
.profeiTed  were  fo  extremely  acceptable  to  our  anceftors, 
that  the  word  glee,  which  peculiarly  denorcd  their  art, 
continues  dill  in  our  own  language  to  be  of  a.11  otliers  the 
moft  expreffive  of  that  popular  mirth  and  jollity,  that 
flrong  ienfation  of  delight,  which  is  felt  by  unpoliOied 
and  fimple  minds  (1). 

II.  Having  premifed  tbefe  general  conGdcrations,  I 
fliallnow  proceed  to  colled  from  hiftory  fuch  particular 
jncidents  as  occur  on  thisfubjed;  and,  whether  the  fads 
Jthemfelves  are  true  or  not,  they  are  related  by  authors 
who  lived  too  near  the  Saxon  limes,  and  h  id  before 
them  too  many  recent  monuments  of  the  An^zlo-Snx'^n 
nation,  not  to  know  what  was  conformable  to  the  genius 

and 
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•nd  manners  of  that  people;  and  therefore  we  nuqr  pre« 
fume*  that  their  relations  prove  at  lead  the  exigence  of 
the  cuAoins  and  habits  they  attribute  to  our  forefather! 
before  the  Conqueft,  whatever  becomes  of  the  particular 
incidents  and  events  themfehres.  If  this  be  admitted^ 
we  ihall  not  want  lufficient  proofs  to  (hew,  that  Min- 
^relfy  and  Song  were  not  extinfl  among  the  Anglo- 
Saxons  ;  and  that  the  profeflTor  of  them  here,  if  not 
<)uite  fo  refpe6table  a  penonage  as  the  Danifti  Scald,  was 
yet  highly  favoured  and  protected,  and  continued  fliU 
to  enjoy  confiderable  privileges. 

£ven  fo  eariy  as  the  firft  invafion  of  Britain  by  the 
Saxons,  an  incident  is  recorded  to  have  happened, 
which,  if  true,  (hews  that  the  Minftrel  or  Bard  was  not 
unknown  among  this  people ;  and  that  their  princes 
themfelves  could,  upon  occaiion,  ailume  that  charader. 
Cotgnn,  fon  of  that  Ella  who  was  eled^ed  king  or  leader 
«f  the  Saxons  in  the  room  of  Hengifl  *j  was  Ihut  up  in 
York,  and  clofely  befieged^  by  Arthur  and  his  Britons. 
Baidulph,  brother  of  Colgrin,  wanted  to  gain  accefs  to 
bim,  and  to  apprize  him  of  a  reinforcement  which  was 
coming  from  Germany.  He  had  no  other  way  to  ac* 
complifli  his  defign,  but  to  afiume  the  character  of  a 
Minstrel.  He  therefore  fhaved  his  head  and  beard^ 
and  dreiCng  himfelf  in  the  habit  of  that  profefHon,  took 
his  harp  tn  his  hand.  In  this  difguife,  he  walked  up 
and  down  the  trenches  without  fufpicion,  playing  all 
the  while  upon  his  infhiiment  as  an  Harper.  By  lit- 
tle and  littie  he  advanced  near  to  the  walls  of  the  city, 
and,  making  himfelf  known  to  the  centinels,  was  in  the 
night  drawn  up  by  a  rope. 

Although  the  above  fa6t  comes  only  from  the  iufpi* 
clous  pen  of  Geoffry  of  Monmouth  (K),  the  judicious 
reader  will  not  too  hailiiy  reje6l  it ;  becauie,  if  fuch  a 
fsiSt  really  happened,  it  could  only  be  known  to  u^ 
through  the  medium  of  the  Britilh  writen :  for  the  firil 

*  See  Raptn'e  Hiil.  (by  Tindal,  fol.  1732.  Vol.  I.  p.  36.)  who 
placet  the  inddcitt  here  related  under  the  year  495. 
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Saxoos,  a[  martial  but  lutlettesed  people,  had  no  hifto* 
mns  of  their  own ;  and  Geofiiry,  with  all  his  fables, 
is  allowed  to  have  recorded  many  true  events,  that  hare 
cicaped  oth^  aonaliOt. 

We  do  not  however  want  inftances  of  a  lefs  fabulous 
^ra,  and  more  iodubitable  authority :  for  later  Hillorj 
siSbrds  us  two  remarkabte  fa^  (L),  which  I  think  clearly 
fiiewy  that  the  fame  arts  of  poetry  and  fong^,  which 
were  ib  much  admired  among  the  Danes,  were  by  no 
mean<{  upknpwn  or  negle^ed  In  this  fider  nation  i  and 
that  the  privileges  and  honours,  wluch  were  fo  lavifhly 
Jbcflowed  upon  the  northern  ScaldSi  were  not  wholly 
with-held  from  the  Anglo-Saxon  Mimstrels. 

Our  gres^t  King  Alfred,  who  is  expreffly  faid  to  hare 
excelled  in  mufic  *«  being  defirous  to  learn  the  true  fitua- 
tion  of  the  Danilh  army,  which  had  invaded  his  realm« 
aflumed  the  drefs  and  character  of  a  Minstrel  (M); 
when,  taking  hb  harp,  and  one  of  the  moft  trufty  of  his 
friends  difgnifed  as  a  fervant  f  (for  in  the  early  times  it 
^as  not  unufual  for  a  MinOrel  to  have  a  fervant  to  carry 
his  harp),  he  went  with  the  utmoft  fecurity  into  the  Dai« 
nifli  camp ;  and,  though  he  could  not  but  be  known  to 
be  a  Saxon  by  his  dial&,  the  character  he  had  aflumed 
procured  him  a  hofpitaUie  reaception.  He  was  admitted 
;to  entertain  the  king  at  table,  and  Oaid  among  them 
long  eoough  to  contrive  that  aifault,  which  afterwanb 
dedroyed  them*     This  was  in  the  year  878. 

About  fixty  years  after  },  a  Dani(h  king  made  ufe  of 
the  fame  difguife  to  explore  the  camp  of  our  king 
Athelftan.  With  his  harp  in  his  hand,  and  drefled  like 
^aMinsTRfiL  (N),  Aulan'§,  king  of  the  Danes,  went 

#  ByBALt  and  Spexman.    SeeKote(M).       f  Ibid. 

J  Anno  93^.    Vid.  Rapin,  &c. 

§  So  I  think  the  name  ihould  be  printed,  rather  then  Anlaff  kh« 
more  ufual  fcrm>  (the  faroe  traces  of  the  letters  expiefs  both  names 
in  MS.)  Aulaff  being  evidently  the  genaine  northern  name  Olaff,  or 
Olave.  Lat  Olaos.  In  the  old  Romance  of  <<  Horn-Chiide"  (fee 
Vol.111.  p.xxxiu.),the  name  of  the  king  his  Cather  is  Allc^,  which 
is  evidently  OlUf;  with  the  vowels  only  tninipoftd. 

amonj^ 
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among  the  Saxon  tents ;  and,  taking  his  fiand  near  the 
king's  pavilion,  began  to  pky»  and  was  immediatelf 
admitted*  There  he  entertained  Athelflan  and  his  lordr 
with  his  finging  and  his  muiic,  and  was  at  length  dif-* 
miffed  with  an  honourable  reward,  though  his  fongs 
muft  have  difcovered  him  to  have  been  a  Dane  (0)» 
Athelilan  was  faved  from  the  confequences  of  this  flra- 
lagem  by  a  foldier,  w}h>  bad  obferved  Aulaff  bury  the 
the  money  which  had  been  given  him,  either  from  Ibme 
icruple  of  honour,  or  motive  of  fuperftitioo*  This  oc<» 
cafioned  a  difcovery. 

NoWf  if  the  Saxoos  had  not  been  accuftomed  to  have 
Minstrels  of  their  own,  Alfred's  afTuming  fo  new  and 
unuDual  a  chara6^er  would  have  excited  fufpicions 
among  the  Danes,  On  the  other  hand,  if  it  had  not 
been  cullomary  with  the  Saxons  tofliew  favour  and  re- 
ipefk  to  the  Danifli  Scalds,  Aulaff  would  not  have 
ventured  himfelf  among  them,  efpecially  on  the  eve  of 
a  battle  (P).  From  the  uniform  procedure  then  of  both 
theie  kings,  we  may  fairly  conclude,  that  the  fame  mode 
of  entertainment  prevailed  among  both  people,  and  that 
the  Minstrel  was  a  privileged  character  with  each. 

But,  if  thefe  h6ks  had  never  exifted,  it  can  be  proved 
ff  om  undoubted  records,  that  the  Minfirel  was  a  regular 
^d  dated  officer  in  the  court  of  our  Anglo-Saxon  kings  t 
for  io  Doomefday  book,  Joculaiar  Regis^  the  king's 
MINSTREL,  is  exprcfly  mentioned  in  Oiouceflerfliire ; 
in  which  county  it  fliould  feem  that  he  had  lands 
a^gned  him  for  his  maintenance  (Q^)* 

III.  We  have  now  brought  the  inquiry  down  to  the 
Norman  Conqueil :  and  as  the  Normals  had  been  a  late 
colony  from.  Norway  and  Denmark^  where  the  Scalds 
had  arrived  to  the  highefl  pitch  of  credit  before  Rollo's 
expedition  into  France,  we  cannot  doubt  but  tiiis  ad- 
venturer, like  the  other  northern  princes,  had  many  of 
thefe  men  in  his  train,  who  fettled  with  him  in  his  new 
duchy  of  Normandy,  and  left  behind  them  fucceffors  ii^ 
their  art:  fo  that,  when  his  defcendanti  William  the 

Bastard, 
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BAst  ARD,  invaded  this  kingdom  in  the  followmg  cen* 
tury*^  that  mode  of  entertainment  could  not  bntbe 
liill  familiar  with  the  Normans.  And  that  this  is  not 
mere  conjedure  will  appear  from  a  renuurkabk  £si6t, 
which  (hews  that  the  arts  of  Poetry  and  Song  were  iHM 
as  reputable  among  the  Noroians  in  France,  as  they  had 
been  among  their  anceftors  in  the  north )  and  tha£  the 
profeffion  Of  Minstrel,  like  that  of  scald,  was  (Uil 
afpired  to  by  the  moft  gallant  foidicrs.  In  Wiiliatn's 
army  was  a  valiant  warrior,  named  Taillef£R,  wlio 
was  diftmguiflied  no  lefs  for  the  minftrel-arts  (R),  than 
for  hit  courage  and  intrepidity.  This  man  a&ed  leave 
of  his  commander  to  begin  the  onfet,  and  obtained  it. 
He  accordingly  advanced  before  the  army,  and  wkh  a 
loud  voice  animated  his  coundymen  with  longs  in  pniie 
of  Charlemagne  and  Rojand,  and  other  heroes  of 
France ;  tbea  ruihing  among  the  thickeft  of  the  £ng« 
liih»  and  valiantly  fighting,  loft  his  life. 
.  Indeed,  the  Normans  were  fo  early  di^guKhed  for 
their  mini^rel -talents,  than  an  eminent  French  writer 
(S)  makes  no  fcniple  to  refer  to  them  the  origin  of  all 
MODERN  POETRY,  and  (hews,  that  they  were  celebrate! 
for  thdr  Songs  near  a  century  before  the  trousa- 
eovRs  of  Provence,  who  are  fuppofed  to  have  led  the 
way  to  the  poets  of  Italy,  France,  and  Spain  f. 
I  We  fee  then  that  the  Norman  conqueft  was  rather 
likely  to  favour  the  eflablidiment  of  the  minftrel  pix>- 
feffion  in  this  kingdom,  than  to  fupprefs  its  and  al* 
though  the  favour  of  the  Norman  Conqueror  would  be 
|»obably  confined  to  fuch  of  their  own  countrymen  at 
exoelled  in  the  Minflrel  Arts ;  and  in  the  firft  ages 
after  the  Conqueit  no  other  fongs  would  be  Hiiened  tcbf 
the  great  nobility,  but  fuch  as  wereoompoiiBd  in  thdrowa 

^  RoUo  was  invefted  in  his  new  ckichy  of  Normandy,  A.  D.  911. 
WiUiam  invaded  England,  A.  D.  io66* 

t  Vid.  "  Hi/l.  iei  Trouhadoursy  3  Tern.'*  paffim.  Bi  vid.  **  FiSimtae 
m  Ctntes  du  XIL  &*  du  XIII  SiecU,  tr^Juits,  <S^c.  avec  de$  M/ci  kijh* 
riquei  ^ctit/quet,  ^V.  par  M.Li.  Orakp.     P-iWi,  ijSl"  j  «wi. 

Norman 
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Kormah  French :  yet  as  the  great  mab  of  tb«  origiDit 
inhabitants  were  mn  extirpated,  thcfe  oo^\\4  tzAy  tni* 
derAand  their  own  native  OLESti eh  or  Minstbels} 
who  muft  flill  be  allowed  to  exifl,  unlefs  it  can  be  proved» 
that  they  were  all  profcribed  and  nnaifiicred,  as,  it  is  faid^ 
the  Welfh  Bards  were  afterwards^  by  the  fevere  policy 
of  king  Edward  L  But  this  we  know  was  not  th* 
cafe  $  and  even  the  cmel  attempts  of  that  monarch,  ai 
we  (hall  fee  below,  proved  ineffedual.     (S.  2«) 

The  honours  ftiewn  to  the  Norman;  or  French  Min» 
ftrels,  by  our  princes  and  great  barons,  would  naturatly 
have  been  hnitated  by  their  Eogliih  Va^ls  and  Te« 
nants,  even  if  no  fiivour  or  dtllindion^'had  ever  been 
fiiewn  here  to  the  iame  order  of  men,  in  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  aod  Daniih  reigns.  So  that  we  cannot  dou^t^ 
but  the  Englifl]  Harper  aodSoogfter  would,  at  leaft  in 
a  fubordinate  degree,  enjoy  the  fame  kind  of  honours, 
and  be  received  with  fimilar  refpeft  among  the  inferior 
Engliih  Gentry  and  Populace*  I  muft  be  allowed  there- 
fore to  confider  them,  as  belonging  to  the  fame  commu- 
nity, as  inferior  menGibers  at  lead  of  the  fame  College  9 
and  therefore,  in  gleaning  the  fcanty  materials  for  tbit 
flight  hiflory,  I  iliall  colledt  <m  faatever  incidents.  I  cart 
£nd  relattng  10  Minstke!.*  and  their  Art,  and  arrange 
them,  as  they  occur  in  our  own  arinats,  without  dii^ 
'tinftion  ;  as  it  will  not  always  be  eaiy  to  afcertain,  from 
the  flight  mention  of  them  by  our  regular  hiflorianiffy 
whether  the  artifls  wenc  Norman  orEngiKh.  For,  iC 
Seed  not  be  remarked,,  that  fubje^ts  of  this  trivial  nairurtf 
are  but  incidental  mentioiied  by  our  ancient  annaUfts^ 
and  .were  jaftidiouOymje^ted  by  other  grave  and  ierknia 
writers ;  fo  that,  unlefs  they  were  accidentally  eonnedt^ 
with-ibch  events  as  became  recorded  in  hiftory,  they 
would  pafs  unnoticed  through  the  lapfe  of  ages,  and  oe 
as  unknown  to  pofterity  as  other  topics  relating  to.  the 
private  life  and  amufements  of  the  greatefl  nations. 

On  this  account  it  can  hardly  be  expelled,  that  we 

ibouid  be.  able  to  produce  regular  and  unbroken  annals 

•f  the  Mkiflrcl  An  and  ks  profcflbrs,  or  have  fuificient 

4   ■  -  kiioi'' 
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information^  whether  every  Minftrcl  or  Bard  compofed 
himfelf,  or  only  repeated^  the  fongs  he  chanted.  Some 
probably  did  the  one,  and  fonne  the  other :  and  it  would 
have  been  wonderful  indeed,  if  men  whofe  peculiar  pro- 
feflion  it  was,  and  who  devoted  their  time  and  talentt 
to  entertain  their  hearers  with  poetical  compofitions, 
were  peculiarly  deprived  of  all  poetical  genius  them* 
ielveS)  and  had  been  under  a  phyiical  incapacity  of  com* 
pofing  thofe  common  popular  rhymes^  which  wei^v 
the  ufual  fubje^  of  their  recitation.  Whoever  exa* 
mines  any  confiderable  quantity  of  thefe,  finds  them  in 
ftile  and  colouring  as  dinerent  from  the  elaborate  pro* 
du£tlon  of  the  fedentary  compoier  at  his  de(k  or  in  hit 
celly  as  the  rambling  Harper  or  Minilrel  was  remote  in 
his  modes  of  life  and  lubits  of  thinking  from  the  retired 
fcbolar,  or  the  {(Aitary  monk.    (T.) 

It  is  well  known  that  on  the  Continent^  whence  our 
Norman  nobles  came,  the  *6ard  who  compofed,  the 
Harper  who  played  and  fang,  and  even  the  Dancer  and 
the  Mimic,  were  all  confidered  as  of  one  community, 
and  were  even  all  included  under  the  common  name 
of  MiNSTKEts  *.  I  mufl  therefore  be  allowed  the 
fame  application  of  the  term  here  without  being  ex«« 
peeled  to  prove  that  every  finger  compofed,  or  every 
compofer  chanted,  his  own  fong;  much  lefs  that 
every  one  excelled  in  all  the  arts,  which  were  occaEon« 
ally  exercifed  by  fome  or  other  of  this  fraternity. 

IV.  A  liter  the  Norman  conqueft  the  firft  occurrence, 
which  I  have  met  with* relating  to  this  order  of  men, 
is  the  founding  of  a  priory-  and  hofpital  by  one  of  them : 
fcil.  the  Priory  and  Hofpital  of  St.  Bartholomew^  ivt 
Smithfield,  London,  by  Royer  orRaherus  the  King's 
Minstrel,  in  the  third  year  of  King  Henry  L  A.  D. 
X  t02.  He  was  the  firil  Prior  of  his  own  eflablifhment, 
and  prefided  over  it  to  the  time  of  his  death*    {T.  2*) 

*  i?eeKote(il.)and(Aa.) 

In 
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In  the  reigQ  of  K.  Henry  II<  we  have  upon  recdrd 
the  name  of  Galfrid  or  Jeffrey,  a  Harper,  who  in  1180 
received  a  conody  or  annuity  from  tde  Abbey  of  Hido 
near  Winchefter:  and,  as  in  the  early  limes  every  Har- 
per was  expected  to  iing,  we  cannot  doubt  but  this  tt* 
warti  was  given  to  him  for  his  Mufic  and  his  Songs; 
which,  if  thev  were  for  the  folace  of  the  monks  there^ 
we  may  conclude,  would  be  in  the  Engliih  language^ 

(U.) 

Under  his  romantic  fon,  K«  Richard  I,  the  Minflrel 
profeffion  ieems  to  have  acquired  additional  fplendon 
Richard,  who  was  the  great  hero  of  chivalry,  was  alio 
the  diflinguiflied  patron  of  Poets  and  Minflrels.  He 
was  himieli  of  their  number,  and  iome  of  hit  poems 
are  flill  extant  *»  They  were  no  lefs  patronised  by  his 
favourites  and  chief  officers.  His>  Chancellor,  William 
bifliop  of  Ely,  is  eicprefsly  mentioned  to  have  invited 
Sirgers  and  Mioftrels  from  France,  whom  he  loaded 
with  rewards ;  and  they  IQ  return  celebrated  him  as  the 
TOoft  accomplifhed  perfon  in  the  world.  (U.  2.)  This 
^igh  diftindlion  and  regard,  although  confined  perhaps 
jki  fiift  indance  to  Poets  and  Songders  of  the  French  Na- 
tiohi^  ninft  have  had  a  tendency  to  do  honour  to  Poetry 
and  Song  among  ail  his  fubjeds,  and  to  encourage  the 
cultivaton  of  thefe  arts  among  the  natives ;  as  the 
indulgent  favour  fhewn  by  the  JVIonarch  or  his  great 
courtiers  to  the  Provencal  ^rouia^/our^  or  Norman 
Rymour^  would  naturally  be  imitated  by  their  inferior 
vaflals  to  the  Englifh  Gieeman,  or  Minihel.  At  more 
than  a  century  after  theConquefl,  the  national  diftinflions 
mufl  have  begun  to  decline,  and  both  the  Norman  and 
Engliih  languages  would  be  heard  in  the  houfes  of  the 

♦  See  apathetic  Song  of  his  in  Mr.  Wal pole's  Car?lot;iie  of 
Royal  Authors,  Vol.  I.  p.  5.  The  reader  will  find  a  Tr;i]iflatiou 
of  it  into  modern  French,  \\\  Hiji,  Hteraire  des  TrouhaJcun,  1774, 
3  Tew.  I2W9.  See  VoK  I.  (p.  58,)  where  feme  more  of  Ri- 
chard's Poetry  is  tranila'ed.  In  Dr.  Burney  's  Hift.  of  Mufic,  Vol.  II. 
p.  »3?,  16  a  poetical  veiTion  of  ic  in  EngUlh. 

i  great 
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great  (V.  3.);  fo  that  probably  about  this  sera,  orfoon 
after,  we  arc  to  date  that  remarkable  intercommunity  and 
exchange  of  each  other's  compofitions,  which  we  difcovcr 
to  have  taken  place  at  fome  early  period  between  the 
French  and  Englifh  Minllrels ;  the  lame  fet  of  phrafes, 
the  fame  fpecies  of  charadlers,  incidents,  and  adven* 
Cures,  and  often  the  fame  identical  ftories  being  found 
in  the  old  metrical  Romances  of  both  nations  (V.)  ^ 

The  diflinguiftied  fe^^vice  which  Richard  received 
from  one  of  his  own  Miriftrels,  in  refcuing  him  from 
his  cruel  and  tedious  captivity,  is  a  remarkable  fad:, 
which  ought  to  be  recorded  for  the  honour  of  poets 
and  their  art.  This  fsidl  I  fliail  relate  in  the  following 
words  of  an  ancient  writer  *. 

*'  The  Engliftimen  were  more  theti  a  whole  yeare, 
**  without  hearing  any  tydings  of  their  king,  or  in  what 
"  place  he  was  kept  prifoner.  He  had  trained  up  in  his 
•*  court'aRiMER  or  Minstrill-J-,  called  Blond  ell 
**  DE  NESLfci  who  (fo  faith  the  Manulcript  of  old 
•*  Poefies  f ,  aud  aii  auncient  maniifcript  French  Chro* 

.  •'  nicle) 

* 

*  Monf.  Fa  vine's  Theatre  of  Honour  and  Knighthood,  tsanf-^ 
lated  from  the  French.  Lond,  1623.  foi.  Tom.  II.  p*  49. — — — «• 
An  elegant  relation  of  the  fame  event  (from  the  French  of  Prefid. 
Fauchet's  Recuei/f  &fr.)  may  be  feen  in  "  Mifcellanies  in  profe 
"and  verfcT  by  Anna  Williams.  LOnd.  1766."  410.  p.  46.— It 
will  excite  the  Reader's  admiration  to  be-  informed,  that  moft  of  the 
pieces  of  that  CoU«^ion  were  compofed  under  chs  difadvantnge  of 
a  total  deprivaiion  of  Si«ht. 

f  Favine*s  words  are — Jonoliur  apfelU  Blondiaux  de  N^Jle 
'('Paris^  1620.  4C0.  p.  1 106.)  But  Faucher,  who  has  g.ven'the 
fame  (tory,  thus  exiTeifes  it.  Or  ct  roy  ayant  murti  i/^i  Meniitrbl 
appelli  BUndel.  &c.  liv.  2.  p.  92.  **  Dcs  ancient  Poetes  Francois.*'— 
He  is  however  faid  to  have  been  another  Blondel,  not  B/onJef  {ot 
BhndiauxJ  de  Nefle !  but  Lhis  no  way  affe^ls  ihe  circumftaBces  of 
the  ftory. 

t  Tliis  the  author  calls  in  another  place,  **  An  ancient  MS,  of 

'*  old  Poefiesi  written  about  thofc  vety  tiroes." From  this  MS. 

Favine  g  ves  a  good  account  of  the  talcing  of  Richard  by  the  duke 
^  AullFia^  who  fold  liim  to  the  emperor.    As  for  the  MS.  chro- 

Vol.  K  c  iiicie, 
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"  nicle)  being  fo  long  Viitbout  the!  figbt  of  his  lord,  Fus 
•*  life  feemed  wearifome  to  him,  and  he  became  coii<^ 
•'  founded  with  melancholly.  Knowne  it  was,  that  he. 
**  came  backc  frpm  il»e  Holy  Land  :  but  none  could 
*'  tell  in  what  countrey  he  arrived.  Whereupon  thi$ 
*'  Blonde],  refolving  to  make  fearch  for  him  in  many 
*'  countries,  but  hejwould  heare  fomc  ncwe^  of  him  ;  af- 
•*  ter  expence  of  divers  dayes  in  tra^aile,  he  came  to  a 
**  towne  *  (by  good  hap)  neere  to  the  caftell  where  his 
**  maiftcr  king  Richara  was  kept.  Of  his  hoft  he  de^ 
••  manded  to  whom  the  caftell  appertained,  and  die  hoft 
**  toH  him,  that  it  belonged  to  the  duke  of  Auftria. 
••  Then  he  enquired  whether  there  were  any  priloners 
**  therein  detained  or  no :  for  alwaycs  he  made  fuch  fe-f 
•*  cret  quefiionings  wherefoever  he  came.  And  the 
**  holTe  gave  anfwer,  there  was  one  onely  prifoner,  but 
**  he  knew  not  what  he  was,  and  yet  he  had  bin  detainect 
••  there  more  then  the  fpace  of  a  yeare.  When  Blonde! 
«•  heard  this,  tie  wrought  fuch  mean^^s.  that  he  became 
**  acquainted  with  them  of  the  caflell,  as  Minstrels 

**   nO£   eASltY    WIN    ACC^TAlNTANCE     ANY   WHERE  +  : 

**  but  fee  the  king  he  could  not,  neither  under  ft  and  that 
*'  it  was  he.  One  day  he  fat  direftly  before  a  window  of 
"  the  ( aflell,  where  kfng  Richard  was  kept  prifoner^ 
*•  and  be  an  to  fing  a  long  in  French,  which  king  Ri- 
"  chard"  and  Blondel  had  ibmetime  compofed  together,- 
*•  When  king  Richard  heard  the  fong,  he  knew  it  was 
*«  Blondel  thatfungit:  and  when  Blof^ del  pan  fed  athalfe 
*<  of  the  fong,  the  king>  *  began  tu£  other  half 

nicle,  ir  is  evidently  the  fame  that  fii|>plied  pAUcntT  with  this 
ftory.  1  See  his  Recutii  tie  tOrigim  dt  la  Langue  &*  P^ejk  Franfeifep. 
Ryntc,  ^  RMtatUf  &e,     P«r.  1581* 

.    *  Trtbalis. "  RetruM  evm  fracepit  in  Trihallh  :  a  guo  car-* 

*'  cftt  rtullus  ante  diet  iflos  exevt't."  Lat  chron.  of  Otlio  of  Audria  ; 
apud  Favin. 

f  Comme  MsyssTlitLt  tWctintenf  legerment,    Favine.     (Fau* 
chct  expre0es  it  in  the  Xame  maoncr.} 
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*  A^D  cOMPLEtEi)  IT?*.  Thiis  Blondel  w6n  know* 
**  ledge  of  the  king  his  maiftcr,  and  returning  home  in* 
•*  to  England,  made  the  barons  of  the  cotintrie  ac- 
•*  quainted  where  the  king  was/'  This  happened  about 
tticyear  1193. 

The  following  old  Proven9al  lines,  are  given  as  the 
very  original  fongf:  which  1  (hall  acompany  with  an 
Imitation  oflTered  by  Dr*  Burney.  (It  237.) 

BLOKDEL. 

Donma  voftra  beutas  Tow  beemty^  Udy  fair^ 

Bias  bellas  feiffos  Ufm  views  v>rto9ut  flight  i 

Els  beis  oils  amoros  Butfiilljn  cold  an  air 

Els  gens  Cors  ben  taillats  JVo  pajljhn  can  excite  ■: 

Don  fieu  emprefenats  tet  this  I  fatient  fee 

De  voflra  amor  que  mi  U^  WUU  all  atefimCd  UU  foe. 

RICHARD. 

Si  be!  O'op  afFanfia  IVo  nymph  my  heart  urn  Vfmnd 

U  Ue  vos  non  portrai  Ijjafvwrjhe  divide^ 

Qiie  major  honorai  Andfmiles  on  all  around 

Sol  eti  votre  deman  Unwilling  to  decide : 

Que  fautra  des  beifan  Fd  rather  hatred  hear 

T<iC  can  de  vos  volrtai  Than  itve  with  others  Jlsre* 

The  accefs,  which  Blondel  fo  readily  obtained  in  the 
privileged  charadlcr  of  a  Minstrel,  is  not*  the  Only 

*  I  give  this  palTige  con*e6ted  ;  as  the  BngU(h  tranilator  of  Pa« 
Vine's  book  appeared  here  to  have  miilaken  the  orgmal :— -SciL 
Et  qsuua  Blondel  eut  dit  la  moitie  de  Id  Chanfon,  le  Roy  Richartfe  frift  m. 
dire  V autre  mottle  et  l*acheva.  Favine.  p.  1 106.  Fancliet  has  alfo  ex* 
preifed  it  in  nearlythe  fame  words.    Recueil.  p.  93* 

f  In  a  little  romance  or  novel,  tntitled,  La  Tour  Tenehreufty  et 
'  its  yours  lumiruuxy  Contes  Angloifis^  accompagnex.  ^  Hijhriettes^  ^  tire^ 
d'une  ancienne  Chrom'que  eomtojhe  par  Rich  Aft  O,  furrumme  Coeur  db 
Lion,   Roy  (t Angleterre,  fs^c,  Paris,  tyo$.  limo  In  the  Preface 

to  this  Romance  the  Editor  has  given  another  fong  of  Blondel  de 
Kelte,asalfo  a  copy  of  the  fong  written  by  K.  Richard,  and  publiffaed 
by  Mr.  Walpole,  mentioned  above  (in  Note  *  page,  xxxii.)  yet 
.  th4  two  laft  are  not  in  Provencal  like  the  fonnet  printed  here  j 
but  in  the  old  jPrench,  called  Langage  Roman, 

C  z  in- 
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» 

iiifianceupon  record  of  the  fame  nature.  (V.  2,)  In  chisycr]^ 
reign  of  K..  Richard  I.  the  young  heircfs  of  D'Evreux, 
Farl  of  Salifbury,  had  been  carried  abroad  and  fecreted 
by  her  French  relations  in  Normandy,  To  difcover  the 
place  of  her  concealment,  a  knight  of  the  Talbot  family 
Ipent  two  years  in  exploring  that  province :  at  firft  un- 
der the  dilgiiife  of  a  Pilgrim,  till  having  found  where 
(he  was  confined,  in  order  to  gain  admittance  he  aiTumed 
ttie  drels  and  chara£ter  of  a  Harper,  and  being  a  jocofe 
perfon  exceedingly  Ikilled  in  "the  Gests  of  the  an- 
"cients*;"  fo  they  called  the  romances  and  ffories, 
which  were  the  delight  of  that  age ;  he  wa>.  gladly  re- 
ceived into  the  famiJy.  Whence  he  took  an  opportunity 
to  carry  off  the  young  lady,  whom  he  prefented  to  the 
king ;  .and  He  bellowed  her  on  his  n&tural  brother  Wil- 
liam Lopgefpee,  (fon  of  fair  Ro(amond)  who  Secame  in 
her  right  Sari  of  Salifbury.     (V.  3.) 

The  next  memorable  even%  which  I  find  in  hiftory, 
refleds  credit  on  the  English  Minstrels;  and  this 
:  was  their  contributing  to  the  refcuc  of  one  of  the  great 
Earls  of  CAefler  when  befieged  by  the  Welfli,  This,  liap- 
pened  in  the  reign  of  K«  John,  and.  is  related  to  this 
effect  f  • 

"  H<igh  the  firft  Farl  of  Chefter,-  in  his  charter  of 
foundation  of  Sr.  "Werburg's  Abbey  in  tl  at  city,  had 
granted  fuch  a  privilege  to  thole,  who  fliould  come  ta 
CheOer  fair,  that  thty  ihoukl  not  be  then  apprehended 
for  theft  or  any  other  nwfdemeaiior,  except  the  crime 
w( re  committed  during  the  fair  'I  his  fpecial  protec- 
tion,, ocvafioning  a  multitude  of  loofe  people  to  refort  to 
that  fair,  was  afterwards  of  lignal  benefit  to  one  of  his 

•  The  words  of  the  originalji-vi*.  *  Citbanfator  homo  j9ccfus  in 
G  EST  IS  antiquorum  valde  ferituty  1  coQceive  to  give  the  precife  ides^ 
i:f  the  ancient  Mnftrei.    Sec  Not  V.  ».    TKat  Gksta   was  ap*- 
-  propnated  to  romantic  {Tories.  See  Nou  Iv  Part.  IV.  (i.) 

f  See  Dug<ia!e,  (Bar.  I,  42.  loi.)  who  places  it  after  13  Jobn^ 
A.  D.   121Z.      See   alfQ  PloCs    Staffordlh.    Camden's  Britano. 
(Chclhijc.) 

fU£» 
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fucceflbrs.  For  Ranulph  the  lall  Earl  of  Chefter, 
niarx:hing  into  Wales  with  a  llender  attendance,  was 
conilraiiied  to  retire  ,to  his  caflle  of  Ko;heIan  (or 
Rhuydland)  to  which  the  VVelih  forthwith  laid  iiege* 
In  this  dillrefs  he  fent  for  help  to  the  Lord  De  Lacy 
Conllab!e  of  Chefter:  "  Who,  making  ufe  of  the  Mik- 
"sTji  ELLS  of  all  forts,  then  met  at  Chcfter  Fair;  by 
"  the  allurement  of  their  mnfick,  got  together  a  vail 
•**  number  of  fuch  loofe  people,  as,  by  realon  of  the  be-^ 
**  fore  fpecitied  priviltdge,  vrere  then  in  that  city  j  whom 
'**  he  forthwith  fent  under  the  coududt  of  Duttbn  (his 
*' ileward)"  a  gallant  youth,  who  was  alfo  his  fon  in 
law.  T4fie  Welfli  alarmed  at  the  approach  of  this  rab- 
ble, fuppofing  them  to  be  a  reguhr  body  of  armed  and 
difciplined  veterans,  initantly  raifed  the  Bcgt  and  re- 
tired." 

.  F^  this  good  femce  Ranulph  is  faid  to  have  granted 
to  Oe  Laty  by  Charter  the  patronage  and  authority 
<*ycr  the  Minstrels  a'ld  the  loofe  and  inferior  people.; 
who  retaining  to  hiintelf  that  of  the  lower  artificers, 
conferred  on  Dutton  the  Juriididion  of  the  Min- 
strels and  Harlots*:  and. under  the  defcendants  of 
this  family  the  Minftrels  enjoyed  certain  privileges,  and 
protedion  for  many  ages.  For  even  fo  late  as  the  reign 
of  Elizabeth^  wh^n  this  profeffion  had  fallen  into  fuch. 
difcredit,  that  it  was  conlidered  in  law  as  a  nuifance^ 
*he  Minilrels  under  the  jurifdi6tion  of  the  family  of 
Dutton,  are  exprefsly  excepted  out  of  all  a6ls  of  parlia- 
naent  made  for  their  luppreiiion;  and  have  continued  to 
be  fo  excepted  ever  fincc  (W). 

The  ceremonies  attending  the  exercife  of  this  jurif- 
«didion,  are  thus  defcribed  by  Dugdalef  as  handed 
dpwn  to  his  time,  viz.  "  That  at  midfummer  fair 
♦'  there,  all  the  .v.inilrels  of  that  countrey  reibrtirig  to 
*<  Chelter,    do  attend  the  heir  of  Dutton,  from   his 

*  See  Che  ancient  r<icord  in  Blount's  Law  Didlionary*  (Art. 

J|(IXN8TJIEL.) 

-^  ibid.  p.  ioi« 

03  **  lodging 
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*•  lodging  to  St.  John's  church  (he  being  then  accom* 
**  panied  by  many  gentlemen  of  the  coun^rey)  one  of 
*'  •  the  Min'^rels*  talking  before  him  in  a  fiircoat  of  his 
**  arms  depicted  on  tafiata ;  the  rct>  of  his  felloe's  pro- 
*'  ceeding  (two  and  two)  and  p'ayin'4  on  their  feveral. 
**  forts  of  muiical  indrumehts.  And  aftor  divine  fer- 
**  vice  ended,  give  the  like  attendance  on  him  back  to 
**  his  lodgino;;  wherca  court  being  kept  by  bis  [Mr. 
**  Dutton  s]  Steward,  and  all  the  Minrtrels  formally  cai- 
**  led,  certain  orders  and  laws  are  ufually  made  for  the 
**  better  government  of  that  Society,  with  penalties  on 
**  thole  who  tranfgrefs." 

In  the  fame  reign  of  K.  John  we  have  a  remarkable 
inftance  of  a  MinSrel,  who  to  his  other  tdenrs  fuper- 
added  the  charafler  of  Soothfayer,  and  by  his  ikill  in 
drugs  and  medicated  potions  was  able  to  refcue  a  knight 
from  imprifimment.  This  occurs  in  Leiand's  Narra- 
tive of  the  Gbstes  of  Guarine  (or  Warren)  ai^d  his  fons, 
Avhic"!  he  •^.excerptid  owtc  of  an  old  Englifch  boke  yn 
ryme  *,*'  ^^^  is  as  follows : 

Whitington  Caftle  m  Shropihire,  which  together 
with  the  coheircfs  of  the  original  proprietor  had  been 
won  in  a  folemn  turnament  by  ttic  anceftor  of  the 
GuarincB  ti  had  in  the  reign  of  K.  John  been  feized 
by  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  was  afterwards  poUcffed' 
by  Mot  ice  a  i^etainer  of  that  Prina,  to  whom  the  king 
out  of  hatred  to  the  true  heir  Fulco  Guarine  (witlf 
whom  he  had  formerly  had  a-  quarrel  at  Chefs  t)  nor 

only 

•  Lcland's  Collcftan«:T,  Vol.  I.  pag.  261.166. 167. 

+  This  old  feudal  cuftom  of  marrying  an  heirefs  to  the  knight, 
•who  (bv>uld  vanqi^ilh  all  his  opponents  in  folemn  conteft,  &c.  ap- 
pears to  be  burlefqued  in  the  Turnameot  of  T«aenhana,  (See  Vol.  II, 
p.  13.)  as  is  well  obferved  by  the  learned  autlior  of  RtMAAKs,  &c. 
in  GcnL  Mag.  for  July,  1794,  p.  613: 

J  "John,  fun  to  K.  Henrys  and  Fuko  fellc  at  variance  at  Chefles 
«  [r.  Cheffe]  j  and  John  brake  Fnlco[s]  hed  with  the  Cheft  borde-: 
"  ai;d  then  Fulco  gave  him  fuch  a  blow,  ^hat  lie  tttd  almoft  kl^d 

"bym/' 
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«iily  confirmed  the  pofTeffion,  but  alfo  made  him  gover- 
nor of  the  ir.ar:he«,  of  which  Fulco  himlelf  had  the 
cullody  in  the  time  of  K.  Richjird.  The.Guarines 
demanded  ju ill cc  of  the  king,  but  obtaining  no  gracioiH 
anfwcr,  renounced  their  aliegi-nce  and  6ed  into  l}r<;« 
tagne.  Rt- turning  into  England,  after  various  conflide, 
**  1  uico  relbrtid  to  one  John  of  Raumpayne,  a  Sorn- 
'*  8AY£R  and  Jocular  and  Minstrelle,  and  made 
*'  hym  his  ipy  t)  Morice  at  Whitin^ton."  The  privi- 
leges of  this  character  we  have  already  ken,  and  John 
&  well  availed  hiraiclf  of  them,  that  in  conlequencc  of 
the  int  11  igc nee  which  he  doubtlefs  procured,  *•  Fulco, 
*^  and  iiis  brethrene  laide  waite  for  JNloricr.  as  he  went 
••  toward  Salefl^yri,  and  Fulco  ther  wound  id  hym:  and 
"  Bracy" a  knight,  who  was  their  friend  and  affillant, 
**  cut  of  iMonce  [^s]  hedde.*'  Thi*  fir  Bracy  being 
in  a  fubfequeni:  rencounter  fore  wounded,  was  taken 
and  brought  to  K.^  John  :  from  whole  vengeance  he  was 
however  refcued  by  this  notable  Minll  re  I ;  for  "Joha 
**'  Rampayne  founde  the  meanes  to  cait  them,  that  kept^ 
**  Bracy,  in'o  a  deadely  flej)e ;  and  io  he  and  Bracv 
•'  cam  to  Fulco  to  Whitington,"  which  on  the  death  of 
iMorice  had  been  redored  to  him  by  the  I'rince  of 
Wal^s.  As  no  further  mention  occurs  of  the  Min« 
ftrel,  I  might  hft  e  conclude  Um  narrative ;  but  I  (hall 
ji|(l  add,  that  Fuico  was  obliged  to  fies  into  France^ 
where  afluming  ihenatne  of  Sir  Amice,  he  dilhnguillied 
himfelf  in  Jults  and  Turnam^nts ;  and,  after  various 
romantic  adventures  by  fea  and  and;  having  in  the 
true  liile  of  chivalry,  refcu^fd  '*  ccitayne*Ta?.ies  owt  of 
^'  prifon ;"  he  finally  obtained  the  king's  paidon,  and 
the  quiet  pofleflion  of  W  hitington  Caflle. 

In  tnc  reign  of  K,  Henry  111,  we  have  mention  of 
Mastj&r  RicARD  the  King's  Harper  to  whom  in  hi^ 

**  hfttu"  (Lei.  Coll.  t.  p.  264)  A  curious  piAure  of  coartl/  man* 
ciers  in  that  ag^  i  •^Notwichdaading  this  fray,  we  read  in  the  next 
partgraph,  thtt  **  K  Henry  dubbid  Fuico  ic  3  of  hisbrethern^ 
^  knigbtesat  Wincbefter."  i^id. 

c  4  3^th 
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36th  year  (12^2)  that  monarch  gave  not  only  fortr 
.fliillings,  and  a  pipe  of  wine  ;  but  alfo  a  pipe  .of  wine 
to  Beatrice  his  wite  *.  The  title  of  MagiJIcr,  or  Matter, 
given  to  this  Minftrcl  defcrvcs  notice,  and  fliows  his 
rcfpedable  fuuation,         * 

V,  The  Harper,  or  Minftrel,  was  fo  neceiTary  an  at- 
tendant on  a  royal  perfonage,  that  Prince  Edward  (af- 
terwards K.  Edward  1.)  in  his  Cnii'ade  to  the  Holy 
Land,  in  1271,  was  not  without  his  Harper:  Who 
muft  have  been  officially  very  near  his  perlon;  as  we 
are  told  by  a  contemporary  hiftorian  t,  that,  in  the  at- 
tempt to  all'aflinate  that  heroic  prince,  when  he  had 
Tvrefted  the  p«;iioned  knife  out  of  the  Sarazen's  handjr 
Und  killed  hin>  with  his  own  weapon ;  the  attendant*!, 
who  had  flocd  apart  while  he  was  whifpixing  to  their 
mailer,  hearing  the  ftru^gle,  ran  to  his  afliiiauce,  and 
one  of  thf  m,  to  wit  Ins  Harper,  feizing  a  tripod  or 
treflle,  Uruck  the  aflaffin  on  the  head  and  beat  out  his 
brains  J,  And  though  ^he  Prince  blamed  him  for  flri- 
Jcing  the  man  after  be  was  dtad  ;  yet  his  near  acceft 
iliows  the  refpe6lable  fituation  of  tins  officer;  and  his  af- 
fectionate zeal  fliould  have  have  induced  Edward  to  en- 


*  Burhcy's  Hift.  II.  p.  355.-9— Rot,  Pip.  An.  36.  H.  3.  Jit  in 
tffto  doUo  vini  empto  ^  dato  MaoisTRQ  KiC/iWT>o  Citharijiae  R<rgiSp 
xi  /•/.  f>€r  br»  Reg-  Et  iff  un»  dolio  empto  &*  dato  Beatrici  uxai  ejujde^ 
^'cardt. 

f  Walter  Hcmmingford,  (v/xit  temp.  Edw.  I.)  in  Chroa  c  cap. 
35.    inter  V.  Hift.  Ang.  Scriptoies,  Vol.  ij»  Oxon.  16S7.  fol.  ppg. 

X  jlccurrentes  ad  hi£C  hlifdJUl  eju%y  quia  longe  Jieterunt,  invenerunf 
turn  [^fci/.  Nuntihm^  in  teria  m.rtiium^  et  app^chcnAit  unus  corum  fr-po- 
dcm ,  fcilicet  CiTHARBnASui'S  ^ percujfit  cum  in  capitc,  et  fffundit 
eerehrum  ejyt.  In:repen:i!^ue  eum  Edivurdui  /jnod  hominetn  martuum  per* 
tuffijjtt,  IbiJ.  Thcfe  Ministri  muft  li.ive  been  upon  a  very 
confidential  footinjr,  as  it  appears  above  in  the  fame  chaj)ter,  that 
they  had  been  m;nie  acqunin^ed  with  Uie  contents  of  the  letterS| 
"fyhiph  the  alla^^o  had  deUvered  to  the  Prince  from  his  mafter, 

treat 
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treat  his  brethren  the.  Welfli  Bards  afterwards  With  more 
lenity. 

Whatever  was  the  ej^tent  of  this  great  Monarch's  fe^ 
vtrity  towards  the  profeflbrs  of  mufic  and  of  fong  in 
Wales ;  whether  the  executing  by  martial  law  iuch  of 
them  as  fell  into  his  hands  was  only  during  the  heat  of 
conflift,  or  was  continued  afterwards  with  more  fyile- 
matic  rigor  *  ;  yet  in  his  own  court  the  Miirftrels  ap- 
pear to  have  been  highly  fevoured :  for  when,  in  1306, 
he  conferred  the  order  of  knighthood  on  his  fon,  aiid 
many  others  of  the  young  nobility,  a  multitude  of  Min- 
ilrels  were  introduced  to  invite  and  induce  the  new 
Jcnights  to  make  fome  military  vow   (X).     And 

Under  the  fucceeding  reign  of  K.  Edward  II,  fuch 
extenfive  privileges  were  claimed  by  thefe  men,  and  by 
diffolutc  perfons  afTumiog  th^ir  chara6ter,  that  it  be'* 
came  a  matter  of  public  grievance  and  was  obliged  to 
be  reformed  by  an  exprefs  regulation  in  A.  D.  1315 
(Y).  Notwithftanding  which,  an  incident  is  recorded 
in  the  cnfuing  year^  which  hiows  that  Minstrels  flill 
retained  the  liberty  of  entering  at  will  into  the  royal  pre- 
ience,  and  had  fomething  peculiarly  fplendid  in  their 
drefs.     It  is  thus  related  by  Stow  (Z). 

"  In  the  year  1316,  lidward  the  fecoud  did  folcmnizc 
**  his  feaft  of  Pentecoft  at  Weftminfler,  in  the  great 
**  hall :  where  fitting  royally  at  the  table  with  his  peers 
f'  about  him,  there  entered  a  woman  adorned  like  a 
♦*  Minstrel,  fitting  on  a  great  horfis  trapped,  a: 
^*  Minstrels  then  used;  who  rode  round  about  thi 
"  tables,  (lie wing  paftime ;  and  at  length  came  up  tr 
"  the  king's  table,  and  laid  before  him  a  letter,  anw 
*^  forthwith  turning  her  horfe  falpted  every  one  and  de- 
**  parted.":— The  fubjed  of  this  letter  was  a  remon- 
ftrance  to  the  king  on  the  favours  heaped  by  him  on  hit 

♦  See  Gray's  Ode;  and  the  Hift.  of  the  Gwedir  Family  ia 
'*  Mifcellanies  by  the  Hon.  Oaines  Barrinoton/'  1781.  4to. 
p«  386  ',  'Who  in  the  Laws,  &c.  of  this  Monaixh  coulJ  iitid  no  in- 
ftances  of  (everity  againil  the  Welih.  See  his  Obfervatioos  on  the 
Spatutesy  410.  4th  Edit.  p.  358. 

oiinionsi 
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iminion^  to  the  negle£t  of  his  knights  and  faithful  fer«> 
vAnt9. 

The  privileged  character  of  a  Minftrcl  was  employed 
0n  this  occafion,  as  fure  of  gaining  an  trafy  admittance  ; 
jand  a  female  the  rather  deputed  to  aiTunie  it,  that  in 
caie  of  det  dion^  her  fex  might  diftrm  the  king's  te- 
ieotrTient.  This  is  offered  oa  a  lupp'>(ltion,  that  (lie 
way  not  a  real  Miniirel :  for  tbt- re  fliould  Sittysx  to  have 
been  Women  of  this  profeffion,  (A  a.)  as  well  as  of  the 
other  fex;  and  no  accompli ftiment  is  lb  conliant^y  at* 
trihured  to  Females^  by  our  ancient  Bards,  as  thpir 
fiogin^  to,  and  p  aying  on  the  Harp.  (A  a.  2*) 

Jn  the  fourth  yeai*  of  K.  Richard  11.  John  *  f  Gaunt 
fSKBiK^  at  1'utburv  in  Staifordfliire,  a  Court  of  MiN* 
f  TBCi.9,fmiilar  to  that  annually  keptat  Che^v  r(p.  xxxviii.) 
and  uhkh,  like  a  CourtrLeet  or  Court-Baron,  bad  a  le- 
gal jnrifditi  ion,  with  full  power  to  receive  fuit  and  fer- 
%ioe  from  the  men  of  this  profellion  witl.in  five  neigh? 
boiirng  countries,  to  ena^  l^ws,  and  dctertpine  tneif 
com^cveviIe^ ;  and  to  apprehend  and  arreil  luch  of 
them,  IS  (liouM  refuie  to'  app(  ^u*  at  the  iaid  court,  an- 
nvally  held  on  the  i6th  of  auguH.  For  this  they  had  ^ 
charter  hy  which  they  were  ciupowered  to  appoint  a 
King  cf  t.hb  Minstrels  with  four  officers  tq  prefide 
orerthem.  (B  b.)  1  hefc  were  every  year  eieded  with  great 
ceremony ;  the  whole  form  of  which, as obferved  in  i680| 
is  dcfcribeci  by  Di*.  Ploit*;  in  vvhofe  time  however  they 
appear  to  have  lott  their  Onging  talents,  and  to  have 
jcoufined  all  their  ikili  to  ^'  win4  a^id  iliing  Mulic  f /■ 

♦  Htft.  of  Stafford ftiH**.  Ch.  i*.  §  /S9— 76.  p.  45^.  &  (eqq.  of 
W^ich  fee  Extradls  in  Sir  J.  H  iwk.ins's  Hifl.of  Mufic.  Vol.  II.  p.  64, 
aD4  Dr.  JBarney's  Hift.  Vol.  K.  p.  xtolf,  feqq. 

H.  B.  Tbe  bat  b;iruus  JiverTion  of  BulUiunning,  was  no  part  of  the 
oripoal  Inltitution,  &c.  as  is  fu'ly  proved  by  the  Rev.  Or.  Pegge  in 
Anchae^logia.  VtJ  II.  llo.  XilJ.  pag.  S6. 

\  See  tbe  charge  given  hy  the  Steward^  at  the  time  of  the  £Iec- 
fSoa  ID  Fiot's  Ui]ft«  ubi  iiipra]  and  in  Havvkias,  p.  67.  Buraeyy 

The 
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TbeMHiftrcls  ftem  to  have  been  in  many  refpefb 
Upon  the  fame  footing  as  the  HcraMs:  And  the  King 
er  the  Mintlrels,  like  the  King  at  Arms,  was  both  here 
^nd  on  the  contii>erit  an  uiiial  oiHc^r  in  the  courts  of 
princes.  Thus  we  have  in  the  reign  of  K.  Ed* 
ward  I.  mention  of  a  King  Robert,  and  others.  And  ita 
16;  Edw,  II.  is  a  Grant  to  William  dc  Morlec  '*  the 
M  king's  MinOrel,  IHled  Roy  de  Nmh*,''  of  houie* 
which  had  belonged  to  another  king,  John  le  Boceter^ 
(B  b.  2.)  Rymcr  hath  alfo  printed  a  licence  granted  by 
K.Richard  ILin  i387,toJ^hnCaumz,  the  King  of  Hit 
MJnftreis,  to  pafs  the  feas,  recomnjending  him  to  the 
protection  ana  kind  treatment  ot  all  his  lubjeds,  and 
allies  f.  '  - 

In  the  fubfequent  reign  of  K.  fjenry  IV.  we  meet 
with  no  particulars  relating  to  the  Ivliolirels  in  England* 
but  we  find  in  the  Statute  Book  a  fevere  law  pailed 
againft  their  brethren  the  NVclHi  Bards ;  whom  our  an* 
^ftors  conld  not  diftinguifli  fr^^ni  their  own  Rimours^ 
Mimftralx'y  for  by  thcle  names  they  c'efcribe  them, 
(B  b.  ^.)  This  ad  plainly  ftiows  thnt  tar  from  being  ex- 
tirpated by  the  rigorous  policy  of  K.  iiduard  I,  thi\ 
praer  of  men  were  ilill  able  10  a!arm  the  Engliih  Go-* 
veniment,  which  attributed  ^o  tiicm  '*  many  difeai'es 
t'  and  mifcbiefs  in  Wales,'' and  prohibited  their  meet* 
ings,  and  confribution$. 

VVhen  his  heroic  fon  K,  Jfenry  V.  was  preparing^ 
his  great  voyage  for  France  in  1415,  an  exprefs  ordef 
was  given  for  his  Minilrels  fifteen  in  number  to  attend 
him  X  *  ^nd  eighteen  are  alterwards  mentioned,  to  each 
of  whom  he  all  owed  xii.  d-  a  day,  when  that  lum  mutt 
have  been  of  more  than  ten  times  the  v.  lue  it  is  at  pre* 
fent  §.  Yet  when  he  entered  London  in  triumph  aftcf 
the  battle  of  Agincourt,  he,  fropri  a  principle  of  humi^r 
lity,  flighted  the  pageants  and  yeries,  whicii  were  pre« 

*  So  amons  the  Heralds  Nwrey  was  anciently  ftiled  Roy  tt^rmes  d^ 
Hartb»  (Anftiiy  II.  300.)  And  the  Kings  at  ^rmr>.s  in  general  were 
originally  called  Regtt  Htraldorum  (Ibid,  p^  302.)  as  theie  wer4 
jBtfer  Minftrallorum, 

t  Rymer's  Foedeca.  Tom.  VII.  p  555. 

I  Rymer  IX.  255.  §  Ibid.  p.  %€o* 

pared 
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pared' to  hail  his  return;  and,  as  we  are  told  hy 
Holingflied  \  would  not  fufFcr  "  any  Dklea  to  be 
.  *'  made  and  fong  by  Minstrbls,  of,  his  glorious  vie- 
**  torie  ;  for  that  he  would  whollie  have  the  praife  and 
**  and  tbankes  altogether  given  to  God"  (B  b.  4.)  But 
this  did  rot  proceed  from  any  d  if  regard  tor  the  Profef- 
ibrs  of  Mufic  or  of  Song;  for  at  the  ft  aft  of  pentecod 
which  he  celebrated  in  1416,  having  the  Emperor,  and 
the  Duke  of  Holland  for  his  guerfs,  he  ordered  rich 
^owns  for  fixteen  of  his  Minflrels,  of  which  the  parti- 
culars are  prefcrved  by  Rymcrf.  And  having  before 
his  death  orally  granted  an  annuity  of  100  fliiliings  to 
each  of  his  Minurcls,  the  grant  was  confirmed  in  the 
lirft  year  of  his  fon  K.  Menry  VI,  A.  D.  1423,  and  pay- 
ment ordered  out  of  the  Exchequer  j. 

The  unfortunate 'reign  of  K.  Henry  VI.  affords  no 
occurrences  refpeding  our  fubje£t;  but  in  his  34th 
year,  A.  D.  14^6,  we  have  inRymer§  a  Commiifion 
for  impreffing  boys  or  youths,  to  fupply  vacancies  by 
•death  an^.ong  the  king's  Minftrels :  in  which  it  is  ex- 
prefsly  dire^ed  that  they  iliall  be  elegant  in  their  limbs^ 
as  well  as  inftrudted  in  the  Minftrel  art,  wherever  tb^y 
can  be  found,  for  the  folace  of  his  Majefly. 

♦  See  his  Chronicle,  fab  anno  1415,  (p.  1170.)  '  He  alfo  gives 
this  other  inftance  of  the  king's  great  modet^y,  '<  tl'iat  he  would  not 
*'  fufiier  his  Helmet  to  be  carried  with  him,  and  (hewed  to  the 
*.*  people,  that  they  might  baliold  the  dintes  and  cuttes,  whiclie  ap» 
"  peared  in  the  fame,  of  fuch  blowes  and  llripes,  as  hee  received 
•*  the  daye  of  the  battell."  Ibid.    Vicl.  T.  de  Elmham,  €.'29.  p.  72. 

The  prohibition  ag.unft  vain  and  *feci^:ir  fongs  would  probably 
not  include  that  inferted  in  our  2d  Vol.  Do.  V.  (p.  25)  which 
vrould  be  confidercd  as  a  Hymn.  The  origiiial  notes  ergraven  on 
a  plate  at  tl  e  end  of  the  Vol.  may  be  fcen  reduced  and  fee  to  fcore 
in  Mr.  Stafford  Smith's  **  Colled^ion  of  Englilh  Songs  for  3  and  4. 
voice*/'  Aiii}  in  Dr.  Barney's  Hift.  of  Mufic.  11.  p.  384. 

t  T  IX.  336.  J  Ibid.  X.  2S7.     They  are  men- 

tioned by  name  being  ten  in  number :  one  of  them  was  named 
Thomas  Chatterton» 

j§  Torn.  XT.  375. 

fa- 


THE  ANCIENT  MINSTRELS,      xlt 

»  In  the  following  reign,  K.  Edward  IV.  (in  his  9tb 
vear,  1469)  upon  a  complaint  that  certain  rUde  huiband* 
nien,  and  artificers  of  various  trades  had  aiUimed  the 
title  and  livery  of  the  king's  Mindrels,  and  under  that 
colour  and  pretence  had  coUeded  money  in  di verfe 
parts  of  the  kingdom  and  com.nitted  other  difordcrs,  the 
king  grants  to  Walter  Halid  ay  MARSHAL  and  ta 
feven  others  his- own  Minilrelswhom  he  names,  a  Char« 
ter*,  By  which  he  creates,  or  rather  reftorcs  a  Frater- 
nity or  Perpetual  Gild  (fuch,  as  he  underftands,  the 
Brothers  and  Sirters  of  the  Fraternity  of  Minftrcls  had 
in  tioies  pa  ft)  to  be  governed  by  a  Marshai*  ap- 
pomted  for  life  and  by  two  Wardens  to  be  chofen 
annually ;  who  are  impowcred  to  admit  Brothers. and 
Sifters  into  the  faid  Gild,  and  are  authorized  to  exa* 
mine  the  pretenfions  of  all  fuch  as  afie<5ted  to  exercife 
the  MinOrel  profeliion ;  and  to  regulate,  govern,  and 
punifti  them  throughout  the  realm   (thofe  of  Chefter 

excepted.) This  fecms  to  have  fome  refembUnce  to 

the  Earl  Marftial's  Court  among  the  Heralds,  and  is 
another  proof  of  the  great  affinity  and  refemblance, 
which 'the  Minftrels  bore  to  the  members  of  the  College 
of  Arms. 

It  is  remarkable  that  Walter  Hal iday,  whofe  name 
occurs  as  Marftial  in  the  foregoing  Charter,  had  beenr 
retained  in  the  fervice  of  the  two  preceding  Monarcht 
K,  Henry  V  f .  and  VI  J.  nor  is  this  the  firft  time  he  is 
mentioned  as  Marftial  of  the  King's  Minftrels,  for  in 
the  3d  year  of  this  reign,  1464.,  he  had  a  grant  from  K. 
Edward  of  10  marks  per  annum  during  lire  directed  ta 
him  with  that  title  ^.        * 

But  befides  their  Marftia^,  we  have  alfo  in  this  reigti 
mention  of  a  Se|lq£Ant  of  the  Minftrels^  who  upon  a. 

*  See  it  in  Rymer.  T.  XI.  642.  antl  in  Sir  J.  Hawkins,  Vol.  IV. 
f .  366  note.  The  above  Charter  ia  recited  iu  letters  patent  of  K. 
Charles  1. 15  July.  (11  Anno  Regai)  for  a  Corporatioa  of.Muft- 
eians^  fcc.  in  Wettminfter,  which  may  be  feen,  ibid. 

t  Ryraer.  IX.  155.        +  Ibid.  XI.  375.        §  Ibid.  XL  512. 

parti* 
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Jferticiilar  occafion  was  Me  to  So  his  royal  mafi^'  t 
iingiilar  ferv?cc  wherem  his  confidenta!  fituation  and 
ready  accefs  to  the  king  at  all  Hours  is  very  apparent  i 
for  "  as  he  ■  K.  Edward  IV.]  was  in  th^  north  contray 
•*  in  the  monneth  of  Septembrc,  as  he  by  in  his  bedde, 
•*  one  nannd  Alexander  Carlile,  that  was  Sariai^nt 
•*  op  THE  MyNSTRELLife,  cam  tjo  him  in  grete  haftj 
^  and  badd<ihym  aryfe  for  behadde  enemycs  cummyng 
**  for  to  take  him,  the  which  were  within  vi.  or  vii.  my  lis, 
•*  of  the  which  tydinges  the  king  gretciy  marvtylid, 
•*  &c  *.**  This  happened  in  the  fame  year,  1.469^ 
wherein  the  King  granted  or  confirmed  the  Charter  fdf 
the  Fraternity  or  Gild  above«mentioncd  ;  yet  this  Alex* 
»nder  Cariiile  is  not  one  of  the  Light  Miiwrtls  to  whom 
that  Charter  is  dirc6ted  f.** 

The  fime  Charter  was  renewed  by  K.  Henry  VIII.  iii 
i;;2P»to  John  Gilman  his  then  Marihaf,  and  to  fcveii 
others  his  Minllrels  J:  and  on  the  death  of  Oilman,  he 
j^Tanted  in  1 529  this  office  of  Marfhal  of  his  Minftrels  to 
Hugh  Wodehon<e§,  whom  I  take  to  have  borne  thi 
office  of  his  Serjeant  over  theml|. 

.  VI.  Tn  all  the  eOablifliments  of  Royal  and  Noble 
Houfeho'ds,  we  fif^d  an  ample  provifion  made  for  the 
Minllrels ;  and  the  r  fituition  to  have  been  both  bo- 
n:  urable  And  1  ucrati ve«   In.  proof  of  this  it  is  fufiicient  t» 

•  Here  unfortunately  ends  s  curious  Fragment,  (an.  9.  E.  tV.) 
•d  caicem  Sprotti  Chi  on.  £il.  Hearne,  Oxon.  1719.  8vo*  ViU* 
T.  Walton's  Kift.  II.  p.  134.  Note  (c)-  f  RymerXI.641. 

J  Rymcr.  Xill.  705.  §  Ibitl.  XIV.  a.  93. 

fl  So  I  am  inclined  to  underhand  the  term^ERViEMs  m/ier  Hug* 
ff'od<:bomy  in  the  original  Grant.  (See  Rymer  ubi  fupra  )  It  is  oeedJefj 
to  obfervtf  that  Servlexs  expielfed  a  Serjeant  as  well  as  a  Servant. 
if  this  interpretation  of  Servifns  be  allowed,  it  will  account  for  his 
pUc'.i  g  Wodehoufeat  the  head  of  his  Gikl,  although  he  had  not  i>ten 
one  ot  the  eight  Mtadrelsy  who  I  aU  had  1  he  general  direAion.  The 
Serjeant  of  itis  Minftrells,  we  may  prefume,  was  next  in  D'gnity  t<» 
the  M&r(hul,  i  kl^^ugh  h«  iud  no  ilure  in  the  Government  of  the 
•  GiM.. 

refer 
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refer  to  the  Houfehold  Book  of  the  Eari  of  Northnqi— 
berland,  A  D.  1512.  (C  c.)  And  the  rewards  they 
received  fo  frequently  recur  in  anci*ent  writers  that  it  is 
unneceflary  ro  crowd  the  page  with  them  here  (C  c*  j,) 

The  pame  of  Mindrel  feems  however  to  have  been 
gradually  appropriated  to  the  Mufician  only,  eKpedaJIj 
in  the  fifteenth  and  iixteenth  centuries ;  yet  we  ocui« 
fionally  meet  with  applicatk>n8  of  the  term  in  its  move 
enlarged  nitraning,  as  including  the  Singer,  if  aot  the 
Compofer  of  lieroic  or  popular  rhymes  *. 

In  the  time  of  K.  Henry  VUL  we  find  it  to  h«vB 
been  a  common  entertainment  to  hear  verfes  recited,  or 
moral  fpeeches  learned  for  that  pnrpofe,  by  a  iet  of 
men  who  got  their  livelihood  by  repeating  thein,  and 
who  intruded  without  ceremony  into  all  coftipanics  s 
not  only  in  taverns,  but  in  the  houfes  of  the  nnbilit/ 
themfelves.  This  We  learn  from  Eral'mus,  whofe  argu- 
ment led  him  only  to  defcribe  a  fpecies  of  theft;  men 
who  DID  NOT  sit^G  their  compofitions ;  but  the  others 
that  D I D,  enjoyed  without  doubt  the  iame  priviiegcs 
(D  d.) 

For  even  long  after,  m  the  reiga  of  queen  Elixabeth^ 
it  was  ufiial  *  in  places  of  ailembly*'  for  the  cofli* 
pany  to  be  **  defirous  to  hearc  of  old  advc?ntures  and 
**  valiaunces  of  nob'e  knights  in  times  pad,  as  thole  of 
"  king  Arthur,  and  his  knights  of  the  round  table.  Sir 
**  Bcvys  of  Southampton,  Guy  of  Warwicke  and  others 
"  like"  in  *'  fhort  and  long  meetres,  and  by  Breadies  or 
**  IXvifions,  [sc.  FiTSf]  to  be  morecommodioufly  fon; 
**  to  the  harpe'*  as  the  reader  may  be  informed,  by 
a  courtly  writer,  in  1 589  J.  Who  himfelf  had  **  writ- 
*>  ten  for  pleafure  a  litle  brief  Romance  or  hiftoric^ 
**  Ditty. ..of  the  Ifie  of  Great  Brltaine"  in  order  to  coa* 

.    *  See  below,  and  Note  G  ^ 
f  Sre  Vol.  IF.  pag.  174. 

%  Puttenham  in  his  «  Aitc  of  Enftlifli  Poefte,"  1589,  410.  ^. 
33.  See  die  quotation  in  its  proper  M-der  in  Vol.  II.  p>g.  175. 

7  tribute 
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tribute  to  fuch  entertainment.    And  he  fubjoins  ihit 
caution:  '* Such  as  have  not  premonitioa  hereof",  (viz. 
that  his  pocrn  was  written  in  fliort  metre,  &c.  to  be 
fung  to  the  harpe  in  fuch  places*bf  Aflembly)  "  and 
"  confideration  of  tlie  caules  alledged,  would  perad* 
"  venture  reprove  and  difgrace  every  Romance,  or  fhorC 
•*  hiftoricall  ditty  for  that  they  be  not  written  in  long 
**  meeters  or  veries  AlexandiiLs/*  which  con Hitutcd  the 
prevailing  verfificatirn  among  the  poets   of  that  age^ 
and  which  no* one  now  carr  endure  to  read. 
'   And  that  the  recital  of  fuch  Romances  fung  to  the 
harp  was  at  that  time  the  delight  of  the  common  peo- 
ple, we  are  told   by  i he  fame  writer*,  who  mentions 
that  **  common   Rimers"  were  fond  of  ufing  rimes  at 
Ihort  dillances,  "  in  fmall  and  popular  Mufickes  fong 
•*  by  thefe  Cantabanqui"'  [the  iaid  common  Rimers] 
♦'  upon  benches  and   barrels   heads,"  &c,  '*  or  eife  by 
•*  blind  Harpers  or  fuch  like  Taverne  Minstrels  that 
♦'  give  a  Fit  of  mirth  for  a  groat ;  and  their  matter  being 
*•  for  the  mod  part  f^ories  of  old  time,  as  the  Tale  of 
"  Sir  Topas,  the  reportes  of  Bevis  of  Southampton,  Guy 
*' of  Warwicke,    Adam     Bell,    and    Clymnie   of  the 
**  Cloogh,  and  luch  other  old  Romances,  or  hifloricall 
**  rimes,*'  &c.    **  alfo  they   be   ufed    in   Carols   and 
**  Rounds,  and  fuch  light  or  lafcivious  Poemes,   which 
•*  are  commonly  more  commodioufly  uttered  by  thefe 

I  •J,Buffon%  or  Vices  in  Playcs,  then  by  any  other  pfffon. 

•'  Such  were  the  rimes  of  Sktlton  (ulurpin^  the  name 
•'  of  a  Poei  Laureat)  being  in  dcedc  but  a  rude  lailing 
•'  rimer,  and  all  his  doings  ridiculous  f. 

But  .although  we  find   here   that  the  Minftrefs  had 
Joft  much  of  their  dignity,  and  were  finking  into  con- 
tempt and  neglcfk :   Yet  that  they  dill  iui\ained  a  cha- 
^aA'T'far  fuperior  to  any  thing  we  can  conceive  at  pre- 
^     i     fent  of  the  bingers  of  old  Bal'ads,  1  think,  may  be  in- 

^*  fcrred  from  the  following  ftprefefitation, 

♦  PuHeiiham,  &c.  p.  69.  (Sec  VoL  J  I.  p.  174, 175,)      f  Ibid. 

When 
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When  Qtieen  Elizabeth  was  entertained  at  Killing- 
worth  Caftle  by  the  Earl  of  Leicefter  jn  1575,  among 
the  many  devices  and  pageants  which  were  contrived 
for  her  entertainment,  one  of  the  perfonages  introduced 
was  to  haVei  been  that  of  an  ancient  Mi  nstrel  ;  whofe 
appearance  and  drefs  are  fo  minutely  defcribed  by  a 
writer  there  prefent  *,  and  give  \is  fo  diftind  an  idea 
of  the  charadter,  that  I  ihall  quote  the  paiTage  at  large. 
(Ec). 

*•  A  Person  very  meet  feemed  he  for  the  purpofc,of 
**  a  xlv  years  old,  apparelled  partly  as  he  v»ould  him- 
**  felf.  His  cap  off;  his  head  Icemly  rounded  TonRcr- 
*'  wifef :  fair  kembed,  that  with  a  (ponge  daintily  dipt 
•'in  a  little  capon's  greace  was  finely  fmoothed,  to 
•*  make  it  (hine  like  a  mallard's  wing.  His  beard  fmueiy 
*'  (haven  :  and  yet  his.  fliirt  after  the  new  trink,  v  ith 
<<  ruffs  fair  ftarched,  flecked  and  gliftering  like  a  pair  of 
•  *'  new  flioes,  marflialled  in  good  order  with  a  fetting 
**  ftick,  and  ftrut,  that  every  ruff  flood  up  like  a  wafer. 
*«  A  fide  [i.  e.  long]  gown  of  Kendal  green,  after  the 
•*  frcflmefs  of  the  year  now,  gathered  at  the  neck  with 
•*  a  narrow  gorget,  fattened  afore  with  a  white  clafp 
**  and.a  keeper  clofe  up  to  the  chin;  but  cafily,  for 
•*  heat  to  undo  when  he  lid.  Seemly  begirt  in  a  red 
*^  cSddis  girdle :  from  that  a  pair  of  capped  Sheffield 
^<  knives  hanging  a'  two  fides.  Out  of  his  bofom 
<'  drawn  forth  a  lappet  of  his  napkin  {  edged  wit^  a  | 

«  blue  lace,  and  marked  with  a  true  love,  a  heart,  and  9, 
•*  D  for  Damian,  for  he  4vas  but  a  batchelor  yeu 

*  See  a  very  carious  **  Letter :  wheariiit  part  of  the  enteitaia- 
**  mcnt  iiiitoo  the  Queenz  Maiefty,  at  Killingwborth  CaftI,  in 
"  Warwick  Sheer,  in  this  foomerz  Progrefs  1575,  iz  fignified," 
&C.  bl.  I.  4tO,  vid.  p.  46.  &  feqq.  (Printed  in  Nichols'*  CoIleAiov 
^  of  Qneen  Eliwbeth's  Progreffer,  &c.  in  z  Vol.  4to.)  We  have  not  , 
'  followed  above  the  peculiar  and  affected  orthography  of  this  writer,  ,  ^ 
who  was  named  Ro.  Lam  sham,  or  rather  Lancham  {  fee  p.  S4. 

f  I  fuppofe  '<  Tonfure-wife/'  after  the  manner  of  the  Monks. 

J  i.  e.  handkerchief^    So  in  Shakfpeaf 's  Othello,  pafiun« 

VOL.L  4  «Hi» 
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<<  Hit  gown  had  fide  [i.  e.  long]  fleeves  down  to  mid* 
<'  leg,  flit  from  the  fhoulder  to  th«  hand|  and  lined 
*«  with  white  cotton.  His  double^-flceves  of  black 
**  worfted:  upon  them  a  pair  of  poyncts*  of  tawny 
^'  chamlet  laced  along  the  wrift  with  blue  threaden 
'^  points,  a  wealt  towards  the  hand  of  fuflian-a- napes. 
•*  A  pair  of  red  neatber  Aocks.  A  pair  of  pumps  on 
^*  his  feet,  with  a  crofs  cut  at  the  toes  for  corns  :  not 
*'  new  indeed,  yet  cleanly  black t  with  foot,  and  (kining 
•*  as  a  fhoing  horn.  »         ,  . 

*^  About  his  neck  a  red  ribband  fuitable  to  his  girdle. 
'^  His  HAS?  in  good  grace  dependent  before  him.  Hit 
'<  WR  E5  T  f  tyed  to  a  green  lace  and  hanging  by.  Under 
•*  the  gorget  of  his  gown  a  fair  fi^ggon  chain  (pewter  t, 
«*  for)  filver,  as  a%(^iRE  Minstrel  of  Middlesex, 
•*  that  travelled  the  country  this  fummcr  feafbn,  unto 
**  fairs  and  worfhipfiil  mens  houfes.  From  his  chain 
**  hung  a  fcutcheon,  with  metal  and  colour,  refplendant 
**  Uf>on  his  breaft,  of  the  ancient  arms  of  Iflington." 

— This  Minftrcl  is  defcribed  as  belorjing  to  that 
village.  I  fuppofe  fuch  as  were  retained  by  noble  fami- 
lies, wore  the  arms  of  their  patrons  banging  down  by  a 
filver  chain  as  a  kind  of  Hbadge  |.    From  the  ezpreffion 

of 


*  Perhaps,  Points. 

^     t  The  key,  6r  fcrewi  with  which  he  tuned  his  harp. 

{  The  Reader  will  remember  that  this  was  not  a  real  Miw- 
tTRiL,  but  only  one  perfonating  that  character:  his  ornaments 
therefore  were  only  fuch  as. outwardly  reprefented  thofe  of  a 
real  Minftrel. 

§  As  the  Houss  of  Northumbeslanb  had  anciently  TRaift- 
MiNiTRKLs  attending  on  them  in  their  cables  in  Yorkihire,  fo 
they  ftill  retain  three  in  theif  fervice  in  Norchumberland,  who 
wear  the  badge  of  the  family,  (a  silver  crescent  on  the  right 
arm)  and  are  th«s  diflributed ;  viz.  One  for  the  barony  of  Prudhoef 
and  Two  for  the  barony  of  Rpthbury.  Thefe  attend  the  court  leets 
and  fairs  held^fbr  the  Lord,  and  pay  their  annual' fuit  and  fervice  at 
Alnwick  caAIe;  their  uAftroment  being  the  aocitac  Nortbumberlani 

bag- 
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of  $1^111  B  Minstrel  above,  wc  may  conclude  there 
were  other  inferior  orders,  as  Ybombn  Minstrels,  or 
the  like* 

This  Minftrel,  the  author  .tells  us  a  little  below, 
•'  after  three  lowly  courtfles,  cleared  his  voice  with  a 
**  hem  .  • .  and  .  •  •  wiped  his  lips  with  the  hollow  of 
•'  his  hand  for  'filing  his  napkin,  tempered  a  ftring  or 
*'  two  with  his  wrest,  ancl  after  a  little  warbling  on 
^^his  HARP  for  a  prelude,  came  forth  with  a  folemn 
•*  fong,  warranted  for  llory  out  of  King  Arthur's  afts, 
**  &c.  — This  fong  th^  reader  will  find  printed  in  this 
work,  Vol.  IIL  pag.  25,    . 

,  Towards  the  end  of  the  iixteenth  century  this  dafs  of 
men  had  loft  all  credit,  and  were  funk  fo  low  in  the  pub- 
lic opinion,  that  in  the  39th  year  of  Elizabeth  ^,  a  fta- 
tute  was  paifed  by  which  "  Minttrels,  wandering 
**  abroad,"  were  included  among  •*  rogues,  vagabonds, 
**  and  fturdy  beggars,"  and  were  adjudged  to  be  pu* 
niOied  as  fuch.  This  ad  feems  to  have  put  an  end  to 
the  profeffion.  (B  e.  2.) 

VII.  I  CANNOT  conclude  this  account  of  the  ancient 
Englifti  Minstrels,  without  remarking  that  they  are 
moft  of  them  reprefented  to  have  been  of  the  North  of 
England.  There  is  fcarce  an  old  hiftorical  fong  or  BaU 
lad,  (F  f.)  wherein  a  Minflrel  or  Harper  appears,  but  he 
is  chara6teri36cd  by  way  of  eminence  to  have  been  **  of 
?'  THE  North  Cou^t.reye  t  :'*  and  indeed  the  pre- 
valence of  the  Northern  dialed  in  fuch  compofitions, 

bag- pipe  (yptj  d^flbrent  in  form  and  Mceconon  finom  that  of  the 
Scots;  being  fmalier ;  and  UowD,.  not  with  Uie  breath,  but  with  a 
(mall  pair. of  bellows). 

This,  with  many  other  venerable  cnftoms  of  the  an^^ient  Lord 
Percys,  was  i^vived  by  tbeir^iUoftnous  reprefentatives  ths  late 
PvKi  andDvTCBKSs  of  NoftTHirMiiBmt.AitD. 

•  Anno  Dom.  159^.   Vid.  Pule.  Scat.  p.  iifO|  39*  Eliz. 

_  f  ^ec  tbti  Vol.  S\fa%  Vl^.y.  i  j6. 180.  Jcc. 

d  *  flicws 
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(hews  that  this  reprefentation  is  j'cal  *.  On  the  other 
hand  the  fcene  of  the  fincA  Scottifli  Ballads  is  laid  in  the 
South  of  Scotland ;  which  fliould  feem  to  have  been  p>c- 
culi^rlj  the  nurfery  of  Scottifti  Minftrels.  In  the  old 
ibng  of  Maggy  Lawder,  a  Piper  is  alked,  by  way  of 
didiadion,  -Come  ze  vrae^  the  Boroer  f?        The 

martial 

•  Gerald tis  Ciimbrenfif,  wiitipg  ia  the  reign  of  K.  Henry  If. 
mentions  a  vei7  extraorduiary  habit  or  propeniity,  which  then  pre- 
vailed  in  the  North  cf  England,  beyond  the  Humber,  for  **  iym- 
**  phonious  haiTOoiiy"  or  finging  "  in  two  parts,  the  one  murinur- 
f*  itig  in  the  bafe,  and  the  other  warbling  in  the  acute  or  treble." 
(1  ufe  Dr.  Buriiey's  Vcrfion,  Vol.  II.  p.  io8.)  This  he  defcribes,  as 
pra6tifed  by  their  very  children  tmm  the  cradle ;  and  he  derives  it 
from  the  Danes  [So  Daci  (igniiies  in  ou^  old  writers]  and  Norwe* 
gians,  who  long  over-run  and  in  ef^&.  new-peopled  the  Northern 
parts  of  England)  where  alone  this  manaer  of  fmging  prevailed. 
(Vide  Camhriae  Defcr;ptio,  cap,  13.  and  in  Buniey  ubi  fupra.)  — 
Giraidus  is  probably  right  as  to  the  origin  or  derivation  of  thisprac- 
tife,£or  the  Dani(h  and  Icelandic  Scalds  had  cain-ied  the  Arts  of  Poetry 
and  Singing  to  great  perf2<SUon  at  the  tim^  the  Dani(h  fettlementB 
were  ma(*e  in  the  North.  And  it  will  alfo  help  to  account  for  the 
fuperior  (kill  and  Time  of  om'  Northern  Minftreb  and  Harpers  af- 
terwards :  who  lad  prefervcd  and  tranfmitted  the  arts  of  their 
^caldic  Anceltois.  See  Northern  Antiquities,  VoL  1.  c.  13.  p.  3S6« 
and  five  pieces  of  Runic  Poetry,  1763.  8vo- Compare  the  ori- 
ginal paHage  in  Giraldu',  as  given  by  Sir  John  Haw kiss^  I.  4081 
and  by  Dr.  Burney,  II.  io8-  who  are  both  at  a  lofs  to  account  for 
this  peculi:»rity,  and  therefore  doubt  the  fa<fl.  The  credit  of  Gi- 
raidus, which  huth  been  attacked  by  Tome  partial  and  bigotted  an- 
tiquaries, the  reader  will  fine!  defended  in  that  learned  and  curious 
'vi'ork,  **  Antiquities  of  Ireland  by  JEdward  Ledwich,  LL.  D.  Iec« 
<*  Dublin,  1790,**  410.  p.  207.  Sc  feqq. 

f  This  line  bein^  quoted  fronn  memory,  and  given  as  old 
Scotlilh  Poetry  is  now  nfually  printed,  (fee  pag.  381.  N.)  woul4 
have  been  readily  coi  redted  by  the  copy  publiQied  in  ''  Scotti(h 
Songs,  17 94-"  i  Vol.  1 2  mo.  I.  p.  267.  thus,  (though  apparent!/ 
corrupted  fiom  tt  e  Scott'lh  Idi«m,) 

«'  Live  you  upo'  the  Border  V* 
had  not  all  confidence  been  deitroyed  by  ks  being  altered  in  Che 
**  Hiftorical  Effay"  pi  efixed  to  that  publication  (p.  ex.)  to 

"  Yehve  upo' tlve  Bort'er." 
the  better  to  favour  a  pbfition,that  many  of  the  Pipers  **  might  live 
vponilie  border,  for  the  conveniency  of  attending  fairs,  &c.  in 
bcth  kingdomc.*'    But  whoever  is  acquainted  wiUi  that  part  of 
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viardal  ipirtt  conHsintly  kept  up  and  exercifed  near  the 
frontier  of  the  two  kingdon^s,  sis  it  furniQied  continual 
.Iubje6t8  for  their  Songs,  fo  it  infpired  the  inhabitants  of 
|he  adjacent  counties  on  both  (idci  with  the  powers  of 
poetry.  Befides,  as  our  Southern  Metropolig  mud  have 
been  ever  the  fcene  of  novelty  and  refinement,  the  nor- 
thern countries^  as  l;>eing  moft  didant,  would  preferve 
their  ancient  manners  longefl,  and  of  courie  the  old 
poetry,  in  which  thofe  manners  are  pejculiarly  dcfcribed. 
The  reader  will  obferve  in  the  more  ancient  ballads 
.of  this  coUedion>  a,caft  of  flyle  and  naeafure  very  dif- 
ferent fropi  that  of  contemporary  poets  of  a  higher 
dafs  ;  many  phrafes  and  idioms,  which  the  Minftrels 
feem  to  have  appropriated  to  themfeives,  and  a  very 
Remarkable  licence  of  varying  the  accent  of  words  at 
pleafure,  in  order  to  humour  the  flow  of  the  verfe,  psyr- 
ticularly  in  the  rhimes ;  as 

Countrie        harper         battel        mcrnvig 
Ladte  J^^g^r  da?nsU      foving^ 

inftead  of  country^  Udy^  harper,  singer^  &c.— -This  li- 
berty is  but  fparingly  aflumed  by  the  claffical  poets  of 
the  fame  age  ;  or  even  by  the  latter  compofers  of  He- 
roical  Ballads :  I  mean  by  fiich  as  profefledly  wrote  for 
the  preis.  For  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  fo  long  at  th.e 
Minftrels  fubfifted,  they  feem  never  to  have  defigned 
Jheir  rhimes  for  literary  publication,  and  probably  ne- 
Tcr  committed  them  to  writing  themfeives :  what  copies 
are  prefcrved  of  thenj  were  doubtlcfs  taken  down  from 
their  mouths.  But  a.s  the  old  Minftrels  gradually  wore 
out,  a  new  race  of  Ballad-writers  fucceeded^  an  inferior 

'England,  knows  that  on  the  Eng^Iifh  Frontier  rude  \f contains  and 
barren  Waftcs  reach  almoft  acrofs  the  illand,  fcarcely  inhabited  by 
any  bat  folitary  Shepherds ;  many  of  whom  durlt  not  venture  into 
the  oppofite  border  on  account  of  the  ancient  feods  and  fabfequenC 
difpuces  concerning  the  Debatable  Lands,  which fepar&ted  the 
boundaries  of  the  two  kingdomsy  as  well  as  the  eftates  of  the  two 
great  families  of  Pikcy  and  Douglas;  till  thefe  difputes  were 
fiettM,  not  many  years  fmce^  by  arbitration  between  the  frejtnt 
J^ord  Douglasj  and  the  Utt  Duke  and  Dutctwft  of  Korthomberland. 
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fort  of  minor  poets,  who  wrote  narrative  fongt  merel  j 
for  the  brefs.  Inltances  of  both  may  be  fbuifd  in  dib 
reign  or  Elizabeth,  The  two  lateft  piecet  in  the  ge- 
nuine {train  of  the  old  Minftrelfy  that  I  can  difcover, 
are  No.  HI.  and  IV.  of  Book  III,  m  this  volume.  Lower 
than  thefe  I  cannot  trace  the  old  mode  of  writing.  ' 
The  old  MinftreUballads  are  in  the  northern  dialed, 
abound  with  antique  words  and  phrafes,  are  extremely 
incorre^l,  and  run  into  the  utmoft  licence  of  metre; 
they  have  alfo  a  romantic  witdnefs,  and  kre  in  the  true 
fpirit  of  chivalry.— The  other  fort  are  written  in  exadter 
meafure,  have  a  low  or  fubordinate  corredtnelis,  fome- 
times  bordering  on  the  inftpid,  yet  often  well  adapted 
to  the  pathetic;  thefe  are  generally  id  the  foutnera 
dialed,  exhibit  a  more  modern  phrafeology,  and  arte 
commonly  dei'criptive  of  more  modern  manners. — To 
be  fenfible  of  the  difference  between  them,  let  the  rea-^ 
der  compare  in  this  Volume  No.  III.  of  Book  III.  with 
No.  XI.  of  Book  II. 

.  Towards  the  end  of  Queen  Elizabeth's  reign,  (as  is 
mentioned  above)*  the  genuine  old  Minftrelly  feems  t6 
have  been  extindV,  and  thenceforth  the  Ballads  that 
were  produced  were  wholly  of  the  latter  kind,  and 
thefe  came  forth  in  fuch  abundance,  that  in  the  reigh 
of  James  1.  they  began  to  be  collected  into  Uttle  mifcel* 
lanies,  under  the  name  of  Garlands,  and  at  length  to 
be  written  purpofely  for  fuch  coUedions  (F  f.  2.)  * 


P.  S.  By  nuay  cf  Postscript,  fiould  folkw  hert  the 
diifcuj/ion  of  the  ^eftion.,  'iuhether  the  Term,  Minstrels' 
<was  applied  in  Englijh  to  Singers ^  and  Compofers  of  Songs^ 
^c,  or  confined  to  Muficians  onty.  But  it  is  re/er*vedfv  />}# 
concluding  Note  {G  g*)  '  ■  ■  -.       . 
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KOTES   AND  ILLUSTRATIOKS 

K.BFERILED   TO    IN   THE 

FOREGOING   ESSjiT, 

(A)  The  MiNSTRBLs,  ftc  The  word ^ISnfirel  does  not  appear 
to  have  been  in  ufe  here  before  the  Nornaan  Conqueft :  whereas  it 
had  long  before  that  tiane  J>een  adopted  in  France  4^.— >M  cNtsTRBLy 
io  early  as  the  Vlllth  century^  was  a  title  given  to  the  Maeftro  di  Ca* 
felU  ot  K.  Pepin>  the  father  of  Cliarlemagne  $  and  afterwards  to 
the  Coryphaeus,  or  Leader  of  any'  Band  of  Muficians.  [V.  Bumey's 
HiAof  Mufic,  II.  268.]  This  term  Menefirel,  Meruftrier,  was  thus 
exprefled  in  latin,  MinifiilUts,  Minffiref/us,  Mimfralius,  Meneflerel/usf 
Ice.  [Vid.  Gloff.  Da  Cange  Ic  Supplem.] 

Menage  derives  the  French  words  above-mentioned  from  Mi* 
nifieriaiis  or  Mimfieriariia^  barbarous  Latin  terms,  ufed  in  the  mid- 
dle ages  to  exprefs  a  Workman  or  Artificer  (ftill  called  ia 
Langttedoc  Mini/lral)  as  if  thefe  men  were  ftyled  Artipicers  or 
Performers  by  way  of  excellence  [Vid.  Didtion.  £tym.J  But  the 
origin  of  the  name  is  given  perhaps  more  truly  by  Du  Cange 
'^MiNiSTELLi....  quos  vulgo  Mciujlrtux  vel  Mefuflrien  ap« 
^  pellamus,  quod  minoribus  auls  Mimftris  accenferentur."  [Gloff. 
IV.  p.  769.^  Accordingly^  we  are  told,  the  .word  *'  Mit^er**  if 
fometimes  ufed  <<  pro  Mimfiellui^*  [Ibid.]  and  an  inilance  is  pro* 
<laced  which  I  fhall  infert  at  large  in  the  next  paragraph. 

Minftrels  fometimes  affifted  at  divine  fervice,as  appears  from  the 
record  of  the  9th  of  Edw.  IV.  quoted  above  in  p.  xlv.  by  which  Ha* 
liday  and  others  are  eredked  into  a  perpetual  Gild,  &c.  See  the  Ori* 
ginal  in  Rymer.  XI.  641.  By  part  of  this  record  it  is-recited  to  b« 
their  dlity  *<tofing  in  the  king's  chapel,  and  particularly  for  the  de* 
.pai  ted  fouls  of  the  king  and  queen  when  they  ihall  die,  &c." 
The  iame  alib  appears  from  the  pallage  in  the  Sopplein.  to  Da 
Cange,  alluded  to  above.  '^Minxstbr  .  •  .  pro  Miniftellus  Jo- 
**  cuplator  f.      ■  Vetus  ^remoniale  MS.  B.  M.  deauratae  Tol(»L 

*  The  Anglo-Saxon  and  primary  Eogliih  name  for  this  charaAer 
was  Glseman  [fre  below,  Note  (I.)  feA.  i.]  fo  that,  wherever 
.  the  term  Minstrel  is  in  thefe  pages  applied  to  it  before  the  Con* 
que(ti  it  muft  be  vnderftood  to  be  only  by  anticipation.  Another 
«arly  name  for  this  profeffion  in  £ngh(h  was  Jooeler,  or  Jocu- 
lar. Lat.  yocu/ator.  [See  p.  xxxu  vts.alfo  Note  (V.  a.)  and  Note  Qj 
To  prevent  confuficMi,  we  have  ohiefly  ufed  the  more  general  word 
MiKSTRE^  :  Which  (as  the  Author  of  the  Obiferv.  on  the  Sta* 
tutei  hath  fuggefted  to  the  Bdirjr)  might  have  ^een  originally  de- 
rived from  a  diminutive  of  the  Lat.  Minifi^r,  (ciL  Mimjierel/us,  Mf* 
piflrelbts. 

f  iMiNTSTRRsfeemstobeufed  for  Minstmels  in  the  Account 
of  the  Inthronizatioa  of  Abp.  Neville.  (An-  6.  £dw.  IV.  ''  Then 
f<  all  the  Chaplyns  muft,  fay  grace,  and  the  Mikistirs  do  fing.'.' 
Vid.  Lelandi  Cdk^UDeai  by  Hearne,  vol,  6.  p.  13. 
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**  Itewif  etimm  etngregahuntur  Pifcatores,  ^ui  dehent  intereffe  ifto  dit  in 
^^  frQceffnne  cum  M  i  n  isi  mzffu  Joculathribus:  fuia  ifji  Pifcatoieste* 
**  funtur  habere  ifto  He  JocuUtcires,  feu  Mimos  o^  hok  orem  Crucis 
**  — */  'oadunt  frimi  ante  fracrffionem  cum  MinilWs  feu  Joculatorihut 
**  Jetrfer  fulji\ntlhui  ujque  ad  ecclejiam  S.  Stephani**  [Glolf.  773  J— 
Tt)  s  may  perhaps  acaiunt  for  the  clerical  nppearance  of  the  M  ik- 
ST&ELs,  whoftem  to  have  be«n  di£ltngiiifhed  by  the  ToNStiRSy 
^hich  was  one  of  the  inferior  marks  of  the  clerical  character  ^» 
Thus  Jeffery  of  Monmouth,  fpeaking  of  one  who  aAed  the  part 
of  a  Miiiilre],  fays,  Rajit  capilhs  fuos  ^  barbam  (fee  Note  K). 
Again  a  writer,  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  defcnbing  tlie  hahit  of 
an  ancient  Minftrel,  fpeaks  of  his  head  as  <<  rouoUed  Tonfter- 
wife,*'  (whicli  I  venture  to  read  Ton fure- wife),  *•  his  beard 
fmu£ly  fhaven."     See  above  above,  p.  xlix. 

It  rouft  liowever  be  obferved,  that  notwithftanding  fach  clerical 
appear^ince  of  the  Minftrels,  and  though  they  might  be  fometimes 
e^untenanced  by  fuch  of  the  clergy  as  were  of  more  relaxed  morals^ 
their  fportive  talents  rendered  them  generally  obnoxious  to  th# 
more  rigid  Ecclefiaftics^  and  to  fuch  of  the  religious  orders  as  were 
of  more  feverc  difcipline ;  whofe  writings  commonly  abound  with 
heavy  complaints  of  the  great  encouragement  Ihewn  to  thofe  ncn 
by  the  princes  and  nobles,  and  who  can  feldom  afford  them  a  better 
name  than  that  of  .Srarr^,  Fame/iri,  Nebulones,  &c.  of  which  iimtt- 
merable  inftances  may  be  feen  in  Du  Cange.  It  was  eyen  an  efta- 
blifhed  order  in  fome  of  the  monafleries,  that  no  Mitiftr*:!  ihould 
ever  be  fufiered  to  enter  their  gates  f . 

We  have  however  innumerable  particulars  of  the  good  cheer  and 

great  rewards  given  to  the  Minltrels  in  many  of  the  Convent^, 

which  are  collet ed  by  T.  Warton.  (I.gr.  &c)  and  others.    But 

one  inftance,  quoted  from  Wood's  Hift.  Antiq.  Univ.  Ox.  I.  67. 

'  ■  ■  .J  I  ■  iiii  I  II.       t  I        III  I     ■  .     *' 

"^  It  has  however  been  fugged eU  to  the  Editor  by  the  learned 
ftnd  ingenious  author  of  <'  Irifh  Antiquities,"  410.  that  the  ancient 
JVf/m/  among  the  Remans  had  their  headi  and  beards  (haven,  as  is 
ihewn  by  Satmafius  in  Noth  ad  Hiji.  Auguft.  Seri^tores  VL  Farii, 
j^iOjfoI.p.  385.  So  that  this  peculiarity  had  a  claifical  origin, 
though  it  afterwards  might  m.ike  the  Minftreis  fometimes  pafs  for 
Ecclefia(lics,  as  appears  from  the  inflance  given  below.  Dr.  Bur* 
ney  tells  us  that  Hj/iriorret,  and  Mitm,  abounded  in  France  in  the 
time  of  Charlemagne  (II.  221.)  fn  that  their  profeflion  was  handed 
down  in  regular  fucceilion  from  the  time  of  the  Romans,  and  there- 
^th  fome  leading  diftin^bons  oi  their  habit' or  appearance}  yet 
with  a  chmge  in  their  arts  of  pleafing,  which  latterly  were  moft 
confined  to  frnging  and  muiic. 

f  Yet  in  St.  Mary's  church  at  Beverley,  one  of  the  columns  hath 
this  infcription :  **  fhys  Pillar  m:ide  the  Mynftrylls;'*  having  its 
capital  decorated  with  figures  of  5  men  in  fliort  coats ;  one  of 
w^ioro  holds  an  inilium^ni  referabliog  a  Lute.  See  Sir  J.  Hawkins. 
bia.  XI.  Z98. 

(Suh, 
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(Sob.  An.  jiz^i  defenres  paidcolar  memioik  Two  intinemC 
priefb)  on  a  fappofitioa  of  their  oeing  Mimi  or  Mir^eisy  g^aiaed  ad? 
inittance.  Bitt  the  Cellarer^  iacrift,  and  others  of  the  bi  «:thTeny  wlio 
had  hoped  to  .have  been,  entertained  with  tli^ir  diverting  arts,  Uc* 
when  they  fQond  l!heni  to  beonly  two  iodigtnt  £ccief:a(lics,  wIiq 
could  only  adminiiler  fpiritiu^l  coofolationy  and  were  coofequentlf 
(difappointed  of  their  mirth,  beat  them  and  turned  them  out  of  tho 
nionailery.  (Ibid.  p.  92*)  This  paflage  furni(hes-an  additional 
proof  that  a  Miallrel  might  by  his  dreCs  or  appearance  be  miftakeo 
^oriUiEcclefialliCi 


(B)  '<  Tlie  Mtnftrelstife  mimicry  and  a^ion,  and  other  means  of 
f'  diverting,  &c."3  ^^  is  obfervable^  that  our  old  monktfh  hifto- 
rians  du  not  ufe  the  words  Cantatcr,  Citbar^edus,  Mujrcus,  or  the 
like,  to  eacprefs  a  MiMSTRBLin  Latin,  fo  frequently  as  Mnurf, 
Hiftfioy  yoculat^ff  or  foome  other  word  that  implies  gedure.  Hence 
it  might  be  inferred,  that  the  Min(^rels  fet  off  their  fongs  w-th  all 
the  arcs  of  gefticulation,  &c.  or,  according  to  the  ingenious  faypo« 
tbefis  of  Dr.  Brown,  united*  the  powers  of  melody,  poem,  and 
dance.     [See  his  Hiftory  of  the  Rife  of  Poetry,  &a] 

But  indeed  all  the  old  writers  defcribe  them  as  exercifing  yarkral 
arts  of  this  kind.  Joinvillc,  in  his  life  of  S.  Lewis,  fpeaks  of  fomo 
Armenian  MinSirels,  who  Were  very  dextrous  Tumblers  and 
Pofture  mailers.  <<  A vec  le  Prince  vinrent  trois  Meneftriers  de  la 
"  Grande  fiyermenie  (Armenia)  .  .  .  -  et  avoient  trois  cors— — 
<<  Qnand  its  encommeiiceoient  a  corner^  vous  difliez  que  ce  font  lei 
f'  voix  de  cygnes,  .  .  .  .  et  fefoient  les  plus  douces  melodies. 
*^  lis  fefoient  trois  raerveiileus  savs,  car  on  leur  metoit  une  IDuaiUe 
f<  defuus  les  piez,  et  tout  noient  tout  debout  .  .  .  Les  deux  tour« 
**  noients  les  teAes  arieres,"  &c.  [See  the'Extrad^  at  large,  in  ti^e 
Hon.  D.  Barringtiin's  Obfervation^  on  the  Anc.  Statutes,  4to.  ad 
£dlt.  p.  £73.  omitted  in  the  laft  imprellion.] 

This  may  al fo  account  for  that  rem^rkanle  claufe  in  the  prelSi 
warrant  of  Henry  VI.  **  De  Minifirmllis  ftofter  folattum  regit  frnii" 
f^  dendisy"  'by  which  it  is  required,  that  the  (xiys,  to  be  provided  «t 
arte  Mtnijlrallatus  infiruSosy  (hould  alfo  be  membris  natutalihaelegoftteu 
£ee  above  pag.  xliv.    (Obiei  v.  on  the   Anc;  :>tat.  ^iih  Edit.  p. 

337-) 

Although  by  Minstrel  was  properly  under ftoed,  in  Englifhy 
one  who  fang  to  the  harp,  or  fome  other  iniirument  of  mufic,  verfet 
compoed  by  himfelf  or  others;  yet  the  term  was  alio  applied 
by  our  old  writers  to  fuch  as  profeffed  either  mirftc  or  fuiging  fepaf- 
rately,  and  perhaps  to  fuch  as  pradtifed  suiy  of  the  fportive  arts  con* 
Bedted  with  thefe  *.    Mufic  however  being  the  leading  idea,  wa» 

f   ■         '  '       ' '  ■  II. 

*  Vid.  infra,  Not.  A  a. 
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it  length  peoiUarlf  called  MfwsTRVLSY,  and  the  nime  of  Min* 
STRB  L  at  laft  confined  to  the'Mnfician  only. 
'     In  the  Ffench  language  all  thefe  Arts  were  included  under  th« 
eeneral  name  of  Menejtrauiie^  Meneflraudifef  Jonglerie,  &c.  [Med. 

fat  Menejitlhnm  Ar$^  An  Jocvfatoria,  &c.] "  On  peat  com- 

«*  prendre  fousle  noni  de  JetfOLims  tont  ce  qui  appartient  aux 
««  ancien$  cbanfooniet'S  Proren^aux,  Normands,  Picants,  lec.  T-c 
**  corps  de  la  Jonglerieetoit  form^  des  TrouvtreSf  oa  Trwhodkurs, 
•<  qui  conapotoient  les  chanfons,  et  parmt  lo<qucls  il  y  avok  dee 
«  Iri^rwifatatrsf  comme  on  en  trouve  en  Itaiie ;  des  Chanttmn  oa 
«  Cbanteres  qui  executoient  ou  chantoient  ces  compofitions ;  des 
**  Canteurs  qui  fai£oient  en  vers  ou  en  proCe  les  conteSi  les  recits,  les 
^  hiftoires )  des  Jonglpirt  on  Mtnejlrtli  qui  accompagnoieot  de 
«  leurs  infUomens, — L'art  de  ces  Chantres  ou  Chanfonniers,  etoit 
•«  nomnie  la  Science  Gaie,  Caj  Saber!*  (Pref.  Anthologie  Fran^, 
1765.  8vo.p.  17.)— — See  alio  the  curious  Fauchet  {De  P  Orig. 
^  la  Lsng.  Fr,f.  7*.,  ^e.)  **  Bien  toft  apres  la  divifion  de  ce  grand 
'**  empire  Francois  en  tant  de  petits  royaumes,  duchezt  k  comte^ 
'«  au  lieu  des  Poctcs  commenccrcnt  a  fe  faire  cognoiftre  les  TVok-. 
«<  verres,  et  Cbanterres,  Conthurs,  ttJuglSours:  qui  font  TrouveurSy 
Jw  Chancres,  Conjteurs,  Jongleurs,  ou  JugleurTi  c'cft  i  dire, 
«  Menestriirs  chantans  avec  la  viole.** 

'  We  fee  then  that  Jongleur^  Jugleur^  (Lat.  Jtat/ator^  jH^ofr) 
wa$  a  peculiar  name  appropriiated  to  the  Minftrels.  ''  Les  Joo- 
«*  gleurs  nefaifoient  que  chanter  les  foefiei  fur  Itun  inftrument.  Om  hi 
**  apfelhit  auffi  Meniitrels  :'*  fays  FontencllC|  in  bis  Bijt,  4^ 
J^/.  FrtfAc.  pnfixed  to  ^s  Life  of  Corneille. 

fC)  **  Succctfors  of  the  ancient  Bards.'?]  That  the  Min* 
iTRELS  in  many  ref pedis  bore  a  ftrong  refeniblance  both  to  the 
'Britifh  Bards  and  to  the*Daniih  Scalds,  appears  from  this,  thai 
|he  old  Monkiih  writc«  exprefe  them  all  without  dillin^lion  by  th« 
fame  names  in  Latinl  Thns  Geoflfery  of  Monmouth,  himfclf  a 
^Welihmad,  fpeakmgof  an  old  pagan  Britiih  king,  who  excelled  in 
finging  and  roufic,  fo  far  as  to  be  efteemjct!  by  his  countrymen  the 
patron  Deity  of  the  Bards,  ufes  the  phrafe  Deas  Joculatorum'; 
which  IS  the  peculiar  name  given  to-  the  Engliih  and  French  Mio- 
ftrels  *.  In  like  manner,  William  Malmeibary,  fpeaking  of  a 
Da»>i(h  king's  affuming  the  profeifion  of  a  Scald,  expieffes  it  by^ 
^rcf.Jfus  Mjmkm  ;  which  was  another  name  given  to  the  Min- 
itrels  in  Middle  Latinity  I*,    fndeed  Du  Cakge,  in  his  Gloffiu7| 


♦  Vid.  Not.  B.  K.  Q.  f  Vid,  Note  N. 
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anottta  writer,  who  ^oMveJff  ftflerti  that  the  MiMSTitEi.t  of 
toe  middle  ag^  ^^®  ^^^  ^^"^  with  the  ancient  Bai^ds.-  I  ihall 
'give  a  large  extract  from  this  learned  gloiToi^raphery  as  he  reliatet 
Ssany  curious  particulars  concerning  the  profeffion  and  arts  of  the 
'Minftrels  $'  whom,  after  the  monksy  he  iligmadzes  hj  the  namie 
of  Seurra ;  though  he  ackiiew4edget  their  (bugs  often  tended  to  in* 
l^ire  vii^ue.  '  .  ' 

^'MiviSTiLLiy  dI6U  praefertim  Scurr^e,  Mimiy  jQculat(n-e8.f 
«•••*''  QaQnodi  Seurrahim  menus  ft-at'priecipev  ncin  fuis  «loi>- 
^  ta^t  ludicris  obledtare,  fed  et  eorum  aiires  varits  avoninf 
<f  adeoque  ipforum  principum  laudibu;:,  non  fine  ^ssiNTATiOMSf 
'^  ciim  eantiieaii  &  mufKis  iu^rumenCis  demukeiel  .  .  .  .• 
'  '*  iQterdom  etiam  viromm  infisniumi&  herouii  gefUf  autei^ 
«  plicata  U  jocunda  narrafiocte  con^meinorahant,  ant  fuavt  vocis  in* 
«  flexioiiry  fidibuiique  decantabant.  quo  fic '  dominoruniy  ^aetcfo^ 
^  rumfiue  qui  his  intererant  ludicris,  nobiliom  animbs  ad  yi«T«F- 
<<  TV  M  cat^eflendaray  ^  frnnmorum  viromm  Jmtt<itionem  acceu- 
^  derent :  quod  fiiit  olim  apod  Oal}u6  Baniofum  mmifterioan,  «t 
^  auAor  eft  Tacitus.  Neque  entm  alioe  i  Mimtfiei/is,  veterum  l^al- 
*<  haramBardai  faifife  plunbiis  probat  Henricus  Valefiut  ad  15  Aoi* 
^  nuaai Chronicon  iertrandi  GoeicUni.      -. 

^'  ^i  veut  avoir  rentm  det  has  (sf  da  vail/a/is 

<<  H  dtit  aler  fonvemt  41  la  f^Juie^  ou  cbamft 

**  Et  efire  en  la  bataille,  unj^  ^^fr  RoIUns, 

**  Lf*  ^uatre  Fits  Haimortf  &  Cbarltn  it  fita  groffSf 

**  U  du$  Ums  de  Scurget^  &  Gutwt  di  Cmiuuu 

**  Perceval  U  Galoixy  Lancelot^  &  TtifiiuUf 

'<  Alixarndfesf  Artus,  G^rti  li  Sadansf 

**  Dt  ^U9y  ciU  Minis Taxias/oitf  An  nohies  RoMAiff.^ 

<<  Nicolans  de  Braia  defcrlbens  fioleiine  coivviyinro,  quo  ptdk 
^  iiiangufatiouem  fuam  proceres  excepit  Lud.  VIII.  re^  Fraoco- 
^  rum,  ait  inter  ipfius  convivii  app^ratum,  in  medium  prodiifft 
**  MiMVM,  qui  regis  laudes  ad  cytharam  decantavit.'*^— — 

>     ■ 

QQr  author  then  givea'the  lines  at  length,  which  begin  tbiiS| 

**  Dumque  fovent  geninm  geniali  monere  Baechi^ 
**  Ne^are  commixto  curas  reroovente  Lyaeo 
<'  Principis  a  facie,  citbars  celtsb^rrimus  arta 

*  •  •  * 

f*  Afforgit  MiMUS|  ars  mniica  quern  decoravic* 
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ff*  Hie  ergo  chorda  rdfonante  iubiotaUt  ifta : 

**  IncljTte  rex  r^unii  probitatis  ftemmate  vcmatii^ 

^'  Queni  vigor  &  virtiis  extoUit  in  sethera  famac;  ^c. 

The  reft  may  be  iet n  in  Du  Cange^  who  thus  proceedt,  "  MItt# 
**  reliqua  firoilia^  ex  quibus  omaino  patec  ejufmodi  Mimoram  9g 
**  Miniftenomai  auttilenas  ad  virtutem  prineipes  excicalfe.  .  *.  .  • 
**  Id  pnefertim  in  pugns  praccinAni  dominit  fuii  occinebant,  ut 
**  martiaro  ardorem  in  eorum  animis  concitarent :  cnjefmodi  can* 
.«<t«ni  Caati/enam  Roflandt  appelbt  Witt.  Malmeib.  lib.  3.— — 
*<  AiiDDoinus,  lib.  4.  de  Mirac.  S.  Bened.  c.  37.  Tanta  veto  ilthfl^ 
**  emritmt  •  .  •  mtSevtLKAU/efreeeJerefMefTentf^imufieo  ffiflntmenf 
*^  res  jm  titer  gefimt  et  priwnan  MUfr^eeineret,  quatemtM  bis  Merima  imttS' 
''•rMfacr,  &c/*  As  the  writer  Was  a  monk|  we  lhaU*naK  wooded 
ilthiseatt«Bgthe  Minftrel,  fr»rr«Mr. 

This  word  SarrM,  or  fome  one  filnilar)  «^  reprefented  tn  thto 
Olollartrs  as  the  proper  meaning  of  Leceator  (Fr.  Leeewr.)  the  an- 
taenttermby  which  the  Afii^f/ appears  to  be  expreifed  in  tht 
Grant  to  Dutcon,  quoted  above  in  page  xacxvii.  On  this  head  I 
Ihali  produce  a  very  curious  paflage,  which  is  twice  quoted  in  Dt| 
CangO*s  Gloffary,  (Scad  verb^  Mbmstkllus  &  adverb.  Le- 

4CATo«.) **  Pbilippu3  Mpu0bB8  in  pl^iJip*  Aug.  ^ugit  Cffroluni 

-**  M.  Provtncie  comitatum  Scurris  &  Mimis  fuisolim  donaffei  in* 
«  deque  poAea  tahtum  in  bac  rej^ione  poeurum  aumerum  ex* 
^  d  evifle. 


^  ^utr  ftuuU  H  hum  Rois  Karlemal^ 

"  Ot  toitte  mife  a  fat  dernaim 

^  PrefveMeet  qui  wudt  itrt  fletitive 

"  De  vinsy  de  heit,  ttrngue^  de  rive^ 

^  Af  Lxc^oujp^s  as  MavESTRxai 

**  ^ifo»t  mtjues  Ittjturieus 

*  JLtf  dou/ta  toute  ^  de^artx. 


'  >p 


(D)  '^  The  Po^  and  the  Minftrel  early  with  us  became  two  per^ 
^  fons."  The  word  Scald  comprehended  both  charaAers  among 
the  Danes,  nor  do  J  know  that  they  had  any  peculiar  name  for  ei- 
ther of  them  feparate.  But  it  W4S  not  fo  with  the  Anglo-Sazons. 
They  called  a  Poet  8c^op>  and  Leo^pypra  :  the  laft  of  thefe 
from  Leo^i  a  Song  |  and  the  former  anfwen  to  our  old 
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word  Makei.  (Gr.  no;iiriic)  being  derived  from  Scippan  or 
%Z€0^2iSi9  fortnare,  faare^  fingere,  ereare  (An%,  to  flupc).  As  for 
ti)e  MzNSTHEL^  they  dift'mguiihed  him  by  the  peculiar  appellatioo 
of  Glioma n>  suid  perhaps  by  the  more  Ample  title  of  ^eaji- 
pefie>  Harper:  [See  below,  notes  H^  L]  This  lad  title,  at 
leafty  is  often  given  to  a  MinDrel  by  our  moft  ancient  Englifh 
rhymifts.    See  in  this  work  Vol.  I.  p.  71.  ts^c,  VoU  ill,  p.  43* 


(E)  "  Minftrels  ...  at  the  houfct  of  the  great,  &c"]  D» 
Cange  affirms,  that  in  the  middle  ages  the  courts  of  priacea 
fwarmed  fo  much  with  this  kind  of  men,  and  fach  1  irge  fums  wer* 
expended  in  maintaining  and  rewardi:ng  them,  that  they  oftea 
ilraiaed  the  royal  treafuries :  efpecially,  he  add<:,  of  fuch  as  were 
delighted  with  their  flntteries  fpraftrt/m  qui  ejufmodi  MimJUllorum 
mjfentationibus  deUSlabantur.)  He  tr  ea  confirms  his  affertion  by  fe- 
veral  palfiges  out  of  monaftic  writers,  whp  fliarply  inveigle  againJt 
this  e;]itravagance.  Of  thefe  I  fhall  here  fe)e6l  only  one  or  two. 
whidi  fhew  what  kind  of  rewards  were  be|!tpwed  oa  tb^(e  old 
5ongfters. 

**  Rigardus  de  Geflis  TbWffi  Aug.  an.  1185.  **  Cum  in  curiif  regum 
*^  feu  aliorum  frincifum,  fr'equem  turha  HjSTafoNUM  eorrvenire foitat^ 
•*  ut  abeis  aurvm,  argentum,  ^(^y os, feu  vssrts*,q^sf erf^epf 
**  mutare  confueverunt  princifesy  ah  eis  extor^ueantf  verba  yoculatorim 
*'  variis  adulationihus  flena  prdferre  nituntur,  Et  ut  magis  f/aceantf 
**  quicquid  dc'  ipfii  pt'iniipibus ^robahititer  fngi  potefly  ijidf licet  omnes 
**  delitias  et  ieporesj  et  vifu^  dignas  urbdnitates  et  tateras  ineptiaSf  trU" 
**  tinantibus  buccis  in  medium  eruSture  nan  erubefcunt.  Vidimus  quondam 
**  quofdam  frincipes,  qui  vestes  diu  exeogitatatf  et  Variis  Jiorum  pic^ 
**  turationibus  artificiose  e/aboratas,  pro  quibus  fwfan  20  vel,  \o  marca* 
"  argenti  ettnfumpferant^  vix  revclutis  feptem  diebut^  HzsTHiONlBUS, 
•**  minijiris  diabolic  adprimam  vatem  dedijffp  fisfc.** 


"^f^^-^fmrn^ 


*  The  Minilrels  in  France  were  received  with  great  raagnifi^i 
•cence  in  the  ^^th  cer  tury.  FroilTart  dtfcribing  a  Chriflmas  enfer* 
tainmenc  given  by  the  Comte  de  Fuix,  tells  us,  that  '<  there  werf  - 
^<  many  MvNSTme^ifS,  as  well  of  hys  own  as  of  ilranogers,  and 
**  eactie  of  them  dyd  their  devoyre  in  their  faculties.  The  fame  ixf 
y  Ihe  Erie  of  Foix  gave  to  Har^ds  and  Minftrelles  the  fom  of 
**  PYVB  HUNDRED  FRANXis :  and  gave  to  the  puke  of  Tourayns 
/'  Mynftreles  Gownes  of  Clothe  of  Gold  furred  with  Ermyne  Vf  -  - 
<Mued  at  two  hundred  Frankes,"  ?.  Ill,  •.  31.  £ng.  Traaf* 
J/jnd.  ^5*5.  (Mr.  C.) 
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The  tariods  reader  may  find  a  fimilar,  though  at  the  fana# 
time  »  more  candid  account,  in  that  moft  excellent  writeri  Prefid. 
rxuCHiT  :  (Reateilde  la  Ung.  Fr.  p.  73.)  (who  fays,  that,  li^e 
the  ancient  Greek  AoiJou  '*  Nos  Tiouvcrre?,  ainfi  que  eeux  b, 
f'  prenans  leur  fuhjedl  fur  les  faits  des  vaillans  (qu'ils  appelloyent 
^  Gefte,  venant  de  Ge/a  Latin)  atloyent  ;  .  .  par  les  cours  rqoair 
**  les  Princes  .  .  .  Remportans  des  grandes  recompencef  dea 
^  (eigneurs,  qui  bien  foavent  leur  donnoyent  juiques  anx  robes 
^  qo'jts  avoyent  yeAues :  fle  lefquelles  ces  Jugleours  ne  failloyenc 
^  de  porter  aux  aunres  cours,  a  fin  d'inviter  les  feif^neurs  a  pareilla 
**  liberality.  Ce  qui  a  dur6  fi  longacmenty  qu'il  mb  souvient 
"  AToia  VEU  Martin  Baraton  (ja  viel  Meneftrier  d'Orleans)  le« 
**  quel  aux  feAes  et  nopces  batoit  un  tabourin  d'argent,  feme  dea 
*'  plaques  aufii  d'argent,  gravees  des  armoiries  de  ceux  a  qui  11 
•*  avoit  appris  a  dansee.."— Here  we  fee  that  a  Kf  inftrell  fome^ 
times  performed  Che  fufi^ion  of  a  Dancing- maften 

Fonten^lle  even  gives  tts  to  underftanO,  that  thefe  men  were 
•(ten  rewarded  with  favours  of  a  ftiil  higher  kind.  "  Lts  priticefTea 
<<  &  les  plus  grnndes  dames  y  joignoient  fouvent  leurs  .faveurs, 
««  Elles  etoient  fort  foibles  contre  les  beauxe  fprits."  fHiJf.  du  Thitu,) 
We  are  not  to  wonder  then  that  this  profellion  ihould  be  followed 
by  men  of  the  firfl  quality,  particularly  the  younger  fons  and  bro- 
thers of  f  reat  houfes.  ''  Tel  qui  par  les  parta-^es  de  fa  famillc 
^  n*avoit  que  la  moitie  ou  le  quart  d'une  vieux  chateaux  bien  feigo 
"  neurial,  ailoit  quelque  temps  courir  le  n^onde  en  rimaoti  et  reve* 
**  noit  acquerir  le  ref^e  de  Chateau.*'  (FonttnelU  Hift.  du  Thest,J 
We  ice  then,  that  there  was  nu  improbable  fi^ion  m  thofe  anci- 
ent Songs  and  Romances,  which  are  founded  on  the  ftfiy  oC 
Minftrels  being  behoved  by  kings  daughters,  fcc  and  difcovering 
thcmfelves  to  be  the  fons  of  fome  fovercign  prince,  &c« 


(F)  The  honours  and  rewards  lavilhed  upon  the  Minfbreli 
were  not  confined  to  the  continent.  Our  own  countryman  Jo- 
hannes Sariiborienfis  (i«  the  time  of  Uertry  II.)  declaims  no  left 
than  the  monks  abi  ojd,  againfl  the  extravagant  favour  (hewn  to 
thefe  n\en.  Non  enim  more  mtgaterum  tjti  ficuli  in  HisraroNES  ^ 
MiMos,  et  bujufmodi  monfira  bemrnumf  nhfemue  redcmftUnem  df  iiUim* 
Hwem  mmhui  effundith  opes  ve^ras,  fca  [hpift.  24,7  *.] 

'1  l^e  Monks  frem  to  grut'ge  every  a€l  of  munificence  that  was 
itot  appl  ed  to  the  benefit  of  themfelvea  and  their  convents.  They 
thefe  fore  beflow  great  applaufes  upon  the  Emperor  Henxy,  who^ 


•  £t  vid.  Policraticoni  capt  8,  S^c 
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at  hi&marriafe  with  Agnet  of  Poidtoiv  in  10449  di&ppoiated  the 
poor  Minftrelsy  and  fent  them  away  empty,  ttfrntam  W^imium^ 
tSt  yoculatorum  muliitudinem  fint  ciho  &  mumerihta  vmaum  V  wut^ 
rentem  ahire  fermifit.  (Chronic.  Virtziburg.)  For  which  I  doubt 
not  bat  he  was  fufficiently  ftigmatiz«d  in  the  Songs  and  Ballads  o€ 
thofe  times.    Vid.  Du  Caoge^  Gloff.  torn,  f*  p«  77i>< 


(G)  '<  The  annals  of  the  Anglo-Saxons  are  fean^  and  defec* 
**  tire."]  Of  the  few  hiftortes  now  remaining  that  were  writtea 
before  the  Norman  Conquefti  almoft  all  are  foch  flrat  iuid  nakod 
iketches  and  abridgbments,  giving  only  a  concife  and  genend  re* 
lation  of  the  more  remarkable  events,  that  fcarce  any  of  the  mi* 
nute  circumftantial  particulars  are  to  be  found  in  them ;  nor  d« 
they  hardly  ever  defcend  to  a  defcription  of  the  caSomSy  mannex?^ 
or  domeftic  oeconoqoy  of  their  countrymen.  Tht  Saxow  Cbeo* 
NzcLBy  for  ioftance,  which  is  the  beft  of  themy  and  upon  fem# 
accounts  extremely  valuable,  is  almoft  fuch  an  epitome  as  Locmt 
Florus  and  Eotropios  have  left  us  of  the  Roman  hiftory.  As  for 
EtiTelwaild,  hit  book  is  jvidged  to  be  an  imperfeft  tnoiflation  oC 
the  Saxon  Chronicle*  ;  and  the  Pfeudo-Affef^  or  Chronicle  of  Su 
Keoty  IS  a  poor  defective  performance,  tlow  abiard  would  it  bo 
then  to  argue  againft  the  exigence  of  cafloms  or  fiiftSy  from  tiM 
filence  of  fuch  fcanty  records  as  thefe  !  Whoever  woald  carry  faia 
refearches  deep  into  that  period  of  hiftory,  might  Gifely  plead  the 
cxcufe  of  a  leaimed  writer,  who  had  particularly  ftndied  tlie  Ante* 
Korman  hidorians.  '*  Conje&urU  (licet  nufquam  fiuvenfimB  fiada* 
mento)  aliquoties  induigemus  .  .  .  vt^U  at  Bi/torids  jejmmt  mm%  9f  imm 
diligenter  res  rufiras  troBantibus  coaBi  •  •  •  N^irg  .  •  •  imdl  fmStnam 
commemorathneflerumque  content! f  rt^iqua  crnmay  f^  A  iffantm  rtnim^ 
five  meliorum  literarumy  five  H^ricontm  ojficii  igrm  mttitim,  fat  atuSm 
pr^etereuntJ*  Vide  plura  in  Fraefat.  ad  ^lfr«  Vitam  a  Spelmao. 
Ox.  167s.  foL 


(H)  <^  MiaflreU  and  Harpers."]  ThaC  the  Ha&»  fCUk^trmf 
was  the  common  mufical  inflrument  of  the  Anglo-Saxony  might 
be  inferred  from  the  very  word  itfelf,  which' is  not  derived  from 
the  Britilhy  or  any  other  Celtic  language,  but  of  genuine  Gothic 
original,  and  current  among  every  branch  of  that  people :  vis. 
Ang.  Sax.  ^ajipe,    ^ajapa*  Iceland.  ^^V^h  9wm*  D»V 


«  Vld.  Niccdfoa't  Boi^  Hift,  Ltk  Ss^ 
7  «n« 
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and  Belf.  ^Mnrpt  term.  l^ttpWt,  ^itp^-  Oal.  JTmrfi,  Spaif« 
Harfa.  Ital.  j^a*  fVid.  Jun^  Ecym. — Menage  Etym.  &c.J.  A4 
alfo  from  this,  that  the  ward  ^eappe  isconftantly  ufedi  inthe  An- 
glo Sazoo  veifions,  to  exprefSs  the  Latin  words  Ctthardf  Lyrd,  and 
even  Cyatialitm  :  the  word  Pfalmut  itfelf  being  fometimes  tranflated 
^app  railX»  Karp  Song.  [GioJ/l  Jun.  R,  a^ud  Lye  j4ngh'Sax* 
Laa'e.j 

But  the  h^  itfelf  is  positively  proved  by  the  exprefs  teHimony  of 
Bedet  who  ttils  us  that  it  was  uuial  at  feftival  meetings  for  this  in^* 
ftrument  to  be  handed  roimd,  and  each  of  the  company  to  iing  to 
it  in  his  turn.  See  his  Hi/f4  EceUf.  Anghr,  Lih,  4.  c.  24.  where 
ffieaking  of  their  facred  poet  Czdroon,  who  lived  in  the  times  of 
the  Heptarchy  (0^  circ  63p  )  (le  fa\  s  : 

**  Ntbil  utt^yam  frivol/  &*  fufervacui  foematii  facvi  fotuit ;  fed  em 
tarUummiodoy  fiut  ad  religioMem  pertinent,  religiofam  ejus  linptam  decebant, 
Si^dem  in  babitu  f^culaii^  ufque  ad  temfwa  frtnje&i^it  ^ttatis  nnfH" 
iu/us,  nil  Garminum  aliquando  didicerat.  Unde  nwminqtutm  in  fonviviOf 
4um  eget  latitia  caufu  ut  cmnes  per  ordinem  CANTxia  deberent,  ille  ubi 
mpftopinquare  Jibi  cithaRam  cernebatj  furgeb(U  a  media  candy  et 
Mgreffus  adfiutm  domum  re^d.%bat** 

.  1  ihall  now  fuHjoin  king  Alfeej^'s  own  Anglo>Sa3ton  tranfla« 
tioQ  of  ttii«  pa0age,  with  a  literal  ioterluieary  EngUih  verfioa. 


^  • .  naepf  e  noht  leaj*un3a.  ne  ibelcj*  leo'Sej*  fyj  cea» 

fie  •  •  .  never     no      leajings^   nut    idle      fongs       c^mpofe 

ne   iDihte.    ac  epns  ^a  an   'Sa  ^e  td  apep:n6jye 
me  might ;  hut  lo  I  only  thofe  things  'which  to  religion  \picty\ 

belumpon.    ^  hif  ^a  acj^ep:aa    tunjan  j^bapenobe 
helongf         and  his   then    pious  tongue  became 

pii3an  :  Jjaej*  he  ]re  man  m  peopolt-habe  jej-cteb  o^ 
tojing  :  He  'maithe  [a]  man  i»  worldly  \Jecular'\Jlste  Jet  /» 

^a  xtxx:  be  he  pa?f  oj:  3elypet>|ie  ylhe.  ^  he  nacpjie 
iJH  time  in  which  he.  was  of  an  advanced  age ;  and  he  never 

«m3leo])3el6ojanobe.  ^  he  pojrfon  op:  in  3cb€ojtfcip^ 
0iy  Jong  learned.  And  he  thtrefom  ott  iaaa  Entertainment 
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m5^«  there  tvas  for  merriment^Jake  adjudged  \pr  decrted\ 

5     hi    ealle    jiceolban    Vuph    tnbebyjibriejye     b« 
jT/^/i/  /^i^  All     Jbould       tkrmgh       tbiir      turui        fy 

hcajipan  pn^an*  %onne  he  ^ey^eah  9a  heajijpan  him 
[to  ibeJHAZf  hug;  luhdn  he   faiu     the     HAtP      bim^ 

-healxcan.  ^onne  afraj^  he  poji  f  ceome  ppam  Vam  }*ymte« 
'^ppr^ofh^    then    kroje  he  )roR  shame  yr0«i   //&«   f^fP^% 

5  ham  cobe  to  hiy  huf€. 

)i»^  hwuy^de  [vfentj  to  his  houfe. 

ked.  Hift.  Eecl.  allmith.  Canttb.  i7ia*  foi«  p.  597* 


In  this  verfioh  of  Alfred's  it  is  obfervable,  (i)  that  he  hasieic* 

f'  »reffed  the  Latin  word  e'ant^re,  by  the  Anglo-Saxon  words 
'  be  heajipan  j^injan,"  sino  to  tkb  hahf  j  as  if  they  wcr« 
fynonymousy  or  as  if  his  countrymen  had  no  idea  of  Singinf  unxc« 
companied  with  the  Harp  :  (2)  That  when  Be^e  fimply  fays,  fur-^ 
pbar  M  media  canm ;  he  amgns  a  motive,  **  ajiar  troji  rccome," 
ARo^  FOX.  SHAMS  :  that  is^  either  from  an  aufterity  of  manners  $ 
or  from  his  bein^  deficient  in  an  accOmpli(hAientj  which  fo  S^at* 
tally  prevailed  among  hts  coontryihen. 


p)  «  The  word  Glxi,  which  peculiarly  denoted  their  art,  &c/*3 
This  word    GlIx   is  derived  from   the  Anglo-Saxon  JjltTX, 

)[Gligg]  Mujtca,  Music,  iT^inftrtlf?  (Somn).  This  is  the  com- 
mon radix,  whence  arifes  fach  a  variety  of  terms  and  phrafes  rfla* 
ting  to  the  Minftrel-Art,as  affords  the  ilrongeil  internal  proof,  thaC 
this  profeffion  was  extremely  common  and  popular  here  before  ch« 
Korman  Conqueft.    Thus  we  have 

I. 

(i)  Ehp»  [Gtlw.]  iVf/^fi a  MtiftTiLiu 

V^L.  I.  •  Ehj- 
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Eh^man,  sh^moo,  ^hman,  [Glee-man*]  Hiftrh^  Mtmut 
Pantomimus  j  all  comitum  names  id  Middle Lattnity  for  a  Mini  trkl: 
and  Somner  accordingly  renders  tlie  original  by  a  ^inftxtli  3* 

)^!a?cr  on  a  timbrel  or  talier.   Re  adds,  a  JFiuler:  but  ai- 

th  High  the  FytMy  or  FiddlSf  was  an  ancient  in(^ruroent>  by  which 
the  Jogelar  or  Minftrel  fomctimes  accompanied  his  fong,  (fee  War- 
ton,  L  17.)  it  is  probabls  that  Somner  annexes  hvre  onlv  a  modem 
fe/^fa  to  the  worJ,  not  having  at  all  inveftij?ated  the  fubjedt. 

Dlumen,  jliJ^men-  [Glee-men.]  H/firiwiet,  Minst&ils. 
Hence.  « 

niijmanna-yppe.  Ordefira,  \tl  Pulpitut,  The  place  wher* 
the  Minftrels  exhibited  tlieir  performances. 

(t)  But  their  moft  proi^rand  eicprefllive  name  was 

Dllphleo|*JUdn&.  Muficus,  a^inftrrli  and 

Eliphleo|:rii<i:it)licr.  Muficus,  MusrcAL. 
Thefe  two  word-,  include  the  full  idea  of  the  Mini) ret  charaAcr, 
expretling  at  once  their  Mnfic  apd  Singing,  being  compounded  of 
dip,   Mufcusy  MimuSf  a  MusiciAfi,  Minsthel;    and  L»co3» 
Carmen f  a  So  NO. 

(3)  From  the  above  word  EIitt,  the  profeffion  itfdf  was  cal- 
led / 


*  Gleema?;  continiieJ  to  be  the  name  g(ven  to  a  Mioftrel  both 
in  England  aau  Scotland  almod  as  loiig  as  this  crder  of  men  con- 
tinned. 

In  De  Biunn£*s  metrical  verfion  of  Bifhop  Grofthead's  il/<^^ntf/ 
de  Pechty  A.  D.  1 303.  (See  Warton,  I.  61.)  we  have  thi%'' 
— Gode  men,  ye  (hall  iere 
Whert  ye  any  (*llman  here 
Fab  VAN  (in  his  Chroniile,  1.533.  ^'  3*0  tranflating  the  pal!age 
from  Geo^trey  of  Monmouth,  <|ooteil  below  in  pag.  Ixxii.  note  (K) 
renders  Dcus  JOCULAtoRUM,  by  God  of  Gleemen.     (Warton's 
Hift.  Eng.  Poet.  Diff.  I.)  Fabyan  died  in  1  592. 

DuNBAX.,  who  lived  in  the  fame  cemnry,  defcribing,  in  one  of 
his  poems,  iiititnled,  *<  The  Daunce",  wfa^t  pafled  in  ihe  infernal 
regions  •*  amangis  the  Feyndis",  fays 

Na  Menf^ialh  pl<iyit  to  thame,  butdowt| 
For  Gle-men  thaire  wer  haldm  out, 
He  ('ay  and  eke  by  nycht. 
See  Poems  from  B^nnatyne^s  MS.  Edinb-  1770,  iimo.  pag.  30^ 
>Iaiibn4*s  MS.  at  Cambridge  reads  here  Gls\^  s  men. 
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EhjCpsecr  •  [OWg  or  Glee'Craft.]  Mufiea,  BijfiriomMp  MMem. 
Gt/iiculath:  Which  Soroner  rightly  gives  io  EnflUh,  MtllfttllQff 

Mimical  (S^efticttCation,  ^ammer^*  He  aifo  adds  dtase- 

Jlia^inS  (  ^^  ^^>^  ^S^^^  '  think  he  fabricates  an  idea  too  modenif 
induced  by  the  word  Htfirioniaf  which  in  Middle  Latinity  only  fig* 
nifies  the  Mia(lrel*art« 

Howeveri  it  ibould  feera  that  both  mimical  gefticulation  asd  a 
kind  of  rude  exhibition  of  charafters  were  fometimes  attempted  by 
theoid-Minftrels:  But 

(4)  As  Mufical  Performance  was  the  leading  ideal  fo 
IjIlOPian,  is  Cmntus  mttfieos  edere  {  and 

Iilisbeani,  jUpbeam.  [Glig  or  Glee*beam]  Tyn^amm%  % 
CTimbrel  or  (Eabet-     (SoSomn.)    Hence 
Glyvan*  Tympanum  fulftrei  and 

Clip-oieben ;  jhypienbe-maben ;  [Glee-maiden]  yj«w- 
ftmiftria:  which  Somner  renders  a  9][)e-fl^nftrU ;  foritlhottld 
feem,  that  they  had  Females  of  this  proraffioa  j  One  name  for 
which  was  alfo  If  lypbyt>eneft]%a. 

i^)  Of  congenial  derivation  to  the  foregoing  is 
Jlypc.  [Glywc.]  Tthia^  a  Pipe  or  Flu Tk. 
Both  this  and  the  common  radix  Cli^^,  are  with  great  appearuict 
-of  truth  derived  by  Junius  from  the  Icelandic  OSli0gttl?9  Tiiffut ;  ai 
fiippofmg  that  the  £irft  attempts  at  Mufic  among  our  Gothic  an- 
ceftors  were  from  Wind-inftruments.  Vid«  Jan.  Etym.  Ang.  V. 
Glbi. 

n. 

But  the  MinftrelSf  as  is  hinted  above,  did  not  confine  themfelvct 
to  the  mere  exercife  of  their  primary  arts  of  Mufic  and  Song,  hut 
occaTionally  ufed  many  other  medes  of  diverting.  Hence  from  the 
above  Root  was  derived,  in  a  fecondaiy  fenfe, 

(1)  Cieo,  and  pmyum  jlip.  Faceti/e. 

lu\^o^i'3injocari  I  to  jeft/oT  luz  mtXtf}  (Somn.)  and 

Cleopianb,   yW^^u;    jeffitif,    fpea&tttff    mcmiifs 

(Soran.) 

JjUjman,  alfo  Agnified  yociftat  a  Jkstik.. 
Dij-jamen.  [Glee-games.] /Dc/T    Which  Somner  rea* 

<*ers,  ^iKtixatxita,  or  merr)?  Jxfka^  or  €ricM9  or  ^iaxx^  s 

(?)  Hence,  agaib,  by  a  common  metonymy  of  the  Caufe  for 
the  hS^^i 
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Dhe,  gaud/urn,  alacritas,  Utitia,  facetiae;  3l0f,  9<tt|,  ^aH- 

nef^)  ^1)CerfuInefja[,  ^Itt*  [Somner.]  Which  laft  application 
of  Che  world  ftiU  continues,  chough  rather  in  a  low  dcbaiini^ 
fenfe. 

III. 

Bat  however  agreeable  and  delightful  the  various  arts  of  the  Mia* 
ftrels  might  be  to  the  Anglo-Saxon  laity,  there  is  reafon  to  believe^ 
that  before  the  Norman  Conqueft  at  leafti  they  were  not  much  fo* 
▼oured  by  the  clergy  {  particularly  by  thofe  of  monadic  profeffion. 
For,  not  to  mention  that  the  fportive  talents  of  thefe  meo  would  \m 
confidered  by  thofe  aullere  acclefiaf^icsi  as  tending  to  levity  apii 
licentioufneiS|  the  Pagan  origin  of  their  art  would  excite  in  the 
monks  an  infuperable  prejudice  againft  it.  The  Anglo-Saxon 
Harpers  and  Glkxmen  were  the  immediate  fuccefTors  and  imi- 
tators of  the  Scandinavian  Scalds;  who  were  the  great  promotert 
of  Pagan  fuperftition,  and  fomented  that  fpirit  of  cruelty  and  out- 
rage in  their  countrymen  the  Danes,  which  fell  with  fuch  peculiar 
feventy  on  the  religious  and  their  convents.— >Hence  arofe  a  thinl 
applicatien  of  words  derived  from  Iilin>  Minstrelsy,  in  a 
very  unfavourable  fenfe,  and  this  chiefly  prevails  in  books  of  relir 
gion  and  ecclefiaftic  difcipline.    Thus  < 

(i)  Ch^)  ii2Mdihriim,<hAUQHivc  TO  scoMi  *•  SouiS.  Bafil* 
Regul.  II.  ^1  haepbonhim  zo  ^lije  halpenbe  mmejunse. 

Jjuebhri9  hahtbant  falutarem  ejus  admonithnon*  (lO.)  This  fenfe  of 
the  word  was  perhaps  not  ill-founded  ;  for  as  the  fport  of  rode  un- 
cultivated minds  often  arifes  from  ridicule^  it  is  not  improbable  but 
the  old  Minftrels  often  indulged  a  vein  of  this  fort,  and  that  of  no 
very  delicate  kind.    So  again, 

IJIix-nian,  was  alfo  ufcd  to  fignify  Scurra^  a  UffXVt  IMUt 
(Somn.) 

dlS'S^Ofin.  DtcaXf  Scurrilet  joc9%  fupra  ^m  far  e/t  omMfih 
Officium  Epifcopale,  3,         ^ 

Elipian.  Scunilihui  obkdf amentia  indulgtri  \  Satrrgmaffrt,  Ca« 
non.  Edgar.  58. 

(2)  Again,  as  the  various  attempts  to  pleafe,  praAifed  by  an  or- 
der oiF  men  who  owed  their  fupport  to  the  public  favour,  might  b« 


*  To  GLiis,  is  ufed  in  Shakefpcaref  for  ^  to  make  ^ort^  to 
jeft,**  &c. 
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«on<idered  by  thofe  grave  cenfors,  as  raeaa  and  debaling :  Hence 
came  from  the  fame  root, 

Clipeii.  Tarafitm^  ^fftntator',  3  jfatuner,  a  Cogs^r,  3  !Pa- 
rallte,  a  IFlattwP  *.  (Somn.) 

IV. 

To  return  to  the  Ang^o-Saxon  word  Jrli^^  :  Notwtth(laDding 

the  various  {econdary  fenfes  in  which  this  word  (as  we  have  feea 
above)  was  fo  early  applied ;  yet 

The  derivative  Glee  (though  now  chiefly  ufed  to  exprcfs  Merri- 
ment and  Joy)  long  retained  its  firft  fimple  meaning,  and  is  even 
applied  by  Chaucsr  to  fignify  Music  and  Minsx&elsy.  (Vid* 
Jun.  Etym.)  £.  g. 

*^  For  though  that  the  beft  harper  upon  live 
'*  Would  on  the  befl  founid  jolly  harpe 
**  That  eyir  was,  with  all  his  fingers  five 
<<  Touch  ale  o  ftrlngy  or  aie  o  warble  harpci 
*<  Were  bis  nailes  poinded  nevir  fo  Iharpe 
*^  It  ihoulde  makin  t\try  wight  to  dull 
**  To  heare  is  olee^  and  of  his  ilrok.es  £uH 

Troyl.  L.  If. 

lunius  interprets  Glees  by  Mufica  IriftrununtM,  in  the  following 
pallages  of  Chaucer's  Thirp  Boke  of  Faroe. 

<'  •  •  Stoden  .  •  the  cadell  »I1  aboutin 
"  Of  all  maner  of  My nst rales 
'<  And  JsSTouRs  that  tellen  tales 

^^— .»— —       I  I  -■■HI  .       II  !■  |»-^M— ■— ^P^^—         II        ■      JM— «M1^M 

#  The  preceding  lift  of  Anglo-Saxon  words,  £»  full  and  copious 
beyond  any  thing  that  ever  yet  appeared  in  print  on  this  fahjed)*, 
was  extracted  from  Mr.  LVe's  curious  An^lo-Saxon  Lexjccon, 
in  MS.  but  the  arrangement  here  is  the  Editor's  own.  It  had  how- 
ever received  the  fan^ion  of  Mr.  Ly^'s  approbation,-  and  wf>uld 
doubtlefs  have  beej)  received  into  his  printed  copy,  had  he  lived  to 
publifh  it  himfelf. 

It  (hould  alfo  be  obfearved,  for  the  fake  of  future  refearches,  that ' 
witliout  the  ailiftance  of  the  old  Englifh  Interpretiitions  given  by 
SoMNER,  in  his  Anglo-Saxon  Diflionary,  the  Editor  of  this  book 
never  could  have  difcovered  that  Glbs  fignified  ^IXifkXtXih  ^"^ 

^  tj  "Both 
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'^  Both  of  wepyng  and  of  game, 
**  And  of  all  that  longeth  unto  fame : 
<<  There  herde  I  play  on  a  harpe 
<<  That  fowned  both  well  and  Iharpe 
'<  Hym  Orpheus  full  craftily ; 
**  And  on  this  fyde  faft  by 
*'  Sate  the  harper  Orion  j 
*^  And  Eacides  Chirion ; 
'  *'  And  otlier  harpers  ni^ny  one, 
^Aad  the  Briton  Glasxykion. 

After  mentioning  thefe,  the  great  mafters  of  the  art|,he  proceeds ; 

<'  And  fmall  Harpers  with  her  Gliis 
<<  9at  under  them  in  divers  fees, 
*       «       ♦       « 

AgaiU}  a  little  below,  the  poet  having  enumerated  the  performers  ott 
aU  the  different  forts  of  inftrumentSy  addSi 

**  There  fawe  I  fyt' in  other  fes 

*'  Playing  upon  other  fnndry  G  l  e  i  s^ 

**  Which  that  I  cannot  neven  * 

<<  More  than  iiarres  b^  in  heven^  &« . 

Upon  the  above  lines  I  Ihall  only  make  a  few  obfervations : 

(i)  That  by  Jestouks,  Ifuppofewe  are  to  underlland  Gks- 
TOURS  ;  icU*  the  relaters  of  Gxs ts^  (Lat.  Gejla)  or  ftories  of  ad- 
ventures both  comic  and  tragical ;  whether  true  or  feigned ;  I 
am  inclined  to  add,  whether  in  profe>  or  verfe.  (Connpare  Lhe  re- 
cord below,  in  Note  V.)  Of  the  ftories  in  profe,  I  conceive  wo 
bave  fpecimens  in  that  fmgular  book  the  G^a  Rmiamrum,  and  this 
will  account  for  it*s  feemingly  improper  title.  Tbefe  were  evi- 
dently what  the  French  called  Contewrs,  or  Story,  tellers,  and  to 
them  we  are  probably  indebted  for  the  firft  Profe  Romances  of 
chivalry :  which  may  be  confidered  as  fpecimens  of  their  manner. 


*  Nev6D|  i.  e.  name. 

(2)  That 
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(i)  That  the  **  Britoa  Glaskek  von,"  whoever  he  was,  is  ap- 
panotly  the  Cune  peifon  w.th  oor  famous  Harper  GLAsoxmoNy 
of  whom  the  reader  will  find  a  tragical  ballad,  in  Vol  IK.  pag.  4?. 
■  ■  In  that  fong  may  bs  feeo  an  inftance  ^  whnt  was  advanced 
above  iii  note  (£),  of  tlie  dignity  of  the  niinCrel  pix»feilu>:i,  or  at 
lead  of  the  artifice  with  which  the  Minftiels  endeavoured  to  fet  off 
its  importance. 

Thus  **  a  king's  fon  is  reprefented  as  ?ppe«)ring  in  t'  e  charaAer 
ofa  Harper  or  Mini^rel  in  the  rourt  of  another  king.  He  u^e^cs  a 
collar  (or  gold  cliain)  as  a  porfon  of  iUHdrious  rank  i  ■  ivies  im 
borfeback,  and  is  admitted  to  the  embraces  of  a  kiag*:»  dau{>hter.'* 

The  Minftrelsloft  no  opportunity  of  dtung  hoi^our  to  their  »rt. 

(3)  As  for  the  word  Glees,  it  is  to  this  day  ufcd  in  a  muOcal 
feafe,  and  applied  to  a  peculiar  piece  of  connpufuiuu.  Who  has 
not  feeathe  advertifemenis,  propofing  a  reward  (o  him  wlio  Ihould 
produce  the beft  Catch,  Canoo,  or  Glee  ? 


(K)  "  Comes  from  the  pen  of  Geoflfery  of  Monmoutli.**] 
Geoffery's  own  words  are,  **  Cum  ergo  alter  im  moJi  aditum  \R  Uui'^ 
fhui\  twn  baheretf  rajit  cafUlos  fttos  C9'  burham  *,  cultumque  Joe u  la* 
TORis  turn  Cytbarafecit,  X>tinde  intra  cajira  deambulant^  wndutis  ^ucx 
in  Lyra  eomfonebatf  fefe  Cytharistam  exbiUbat,  Galf.  Moiium. 
Hift.  4to.  1508.  Lib.  7.  c.  i.-*— That  Joculatvr  figniiies  prcofeJy 
a  MiMSTiiELf  appears  not  only  from  :his  {>aflage,  where  it  is 
ufiedae  a  word  of  like  import  to  Citharijia  or  Harpkr>  (v\hich 
was  the  old  Engliih  word  for  MinArelj,  bvit  alfo  from  another 


*  Geoffrey  of  Monmouth  is  probably  here  defcribing  the  apj.ear- 
arice  of  the  y«c»/a/or«  or  Minftrcls,  as  il  was  in  h«s  own  urn:*. 
For  they  apparently  derived  this  part  of  their  dref^,  &c.  fmm  t!»e 
Mimi  of  the  ancient  Rom:Mis,  who  had  their  heads  and  beards  Iha- 
\'e'i :  (fee  above  p.  Ivi.  Note*.)  as  they  likevvife  dU  the  Mi- 
miwiiry,  and  oiher  arts  of  diverting,  which  they  fuperadded  to  the 
Ccmpofing  and  Singing  to  the  harp  heroic  fougs,  &c.  wh\cli  they 
inherited  from  their  own  progenitors  the  Batds  and  Scalds  of  the 
ancient  Cehic  and  Gothic  nations.  The  Longohardi  had,  hke  otner 
Korthern  nations,  brought  ,tliefe  with  (hem  into  Italy.  For  ♦*  in 
*<  the  year  774,  when  Charlemagne  enteied  Italy  and  found  his 
'<  paffage  impeded,  he  w^s  met  by  a  Minftrcl  t>f  Lomb.u'dy, 
<<  whole  Song  promifed  h  m  fuccefs  and*  vitlory  Contigit  Jocu- 
**  L AToREM  ex  Longobankirum  gente  ad  Caro/um  venire,  et  Cant  '- 
*^  UNCULAM  ase  COM  POSIT  AM,  totando  iu  confpe&ufuorumjcantare*' 
Tom.  If.  p.  2.  Cliron.  Monaft.  Noval.  lb  iii.  cap,  x.  p.  717.  (T, 
Warton's  Hill.  Vul.  II.  Emend,  of  Vol.  1.  p.  1 1  j.) 

e  4  .  paffage 


y 
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paflage  of  the  fame  author^  where  it  is  aiyplied  at  e<|niTalent  Itt 
Cantor,  See  Lib.'  i.  cap.  31.  where,  fpeakiof  of  an  ancient  (per«f 
haps  fubulous)  Britiih  .king,  he  fayf,  **  Hie  omnes  cantor  es  qyo§. 
**  ff^eedens  at  si  bahtierat  &  in  modu/is  &  in  omnibtn  nmjidi  it^rumenHt 
*'  exctdebat  \  ita  ut  DeMsJo culato&dm  videretur.*'  ■  W hat«- 

ever  credit  is  due  to  Geoffrey  as  a  relator  of  pacts,  he  is  certainly 
att  {ood  authority  as  any  for  the  fignificatioa  of  wo&ds. 


<L)  «'  Two  remarkable  fia^ls."]  Both  thefe  hB$  are  recordeil 
by  William  of  Malmesbury  ;  and  the  firftof  them,  relating  to 
Alfred,  by  Ingulphvs  alfo.  Now  Ingulpbus  (afterwards  ab- 
bot of  Croyland)  was  near  forty  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  (he  Con- 
qneft  ^,  and  oonfequentTy  was  as  proper  a  judge  of  the  Saxon  man- 
ners, as  if  he  had  a6lually  written  his  i^iAory  before  that  event  i  he 
is  therefore  to  be  confidered  as  an  Anti- Norman  writer  :  fothat 
ivhether  the  fa6l  concerning  Alfred  be  true  or  nor,  we  are  alTured 
from  his  teflimony,  that  the  yccuUtor  or  M 1  nste  i-  l  was  a  common 
character  among  the  Ang!o-Saxon<.  The  fame  itifo  may  be  infer- 
red from  the  relation  of  Will 'AM  of  Malmesbury,  who  out- 
lived Ingulfhus  but  3^  yearsf.  Both  thefe  writers  had  doobt- 
lefs  recourfe  to  innumei  able  records  and  authentic  memorialg 
of  the  Anglo-Saxon  times,  which  never  defcended  down  to  us; 
their  teftimony  therefore  istco  pofitive  and  full  to  be  overturned  by 
the  mere  filence  of  the  two  or  three  flight  Anglo-Saxon  epitomes, 
that  are  now  remaining.    (Vid.  Note  (G), 

As  for  AssER  MsNBViKsrs,  U'ho  has  ^tven  a  fomewhat  more 
particular  detail  of  Alfred's  aAions,  and  yet  tikes  no  notice  of  the 
following  ftory  ;  it  will  not  be  difficult  to  account  for  his  filence,  if 
we  confider  that  he  was  a  rigid  monk,  and  that  the  Minftrels,  how- 
ever acceptable  t^the  laity,  were  never  much  refpe6led  by  men  of 
the  more  itridt  monaftic  profeffion,  efpecially  before  the  Norman 
Conqiieft,  when  they  would  he  ronfidered  as  brethren  of  the  Pagan 
5c  ilds  X'  AlTer  therefore  might  not  regard  Alfred's  fkill  in  Min- 
ilrelfy  in  a  very  favourable  liglit  \  and  might  be  induced  to  drop  the 
circum(^ar  ce  rclateii,  below,  as  reflecting  in  his  opinion  no  fTcat 
honour  on  his  patron. 


*  Natuif  1030  \fcrifjity  i»9i ;  ohitt  1109.  Tanner. 

•f-  Ohit^  Anno  1 142.     "fanner. 

X  (^ee  above,  p.  Ixviii.)  Both  Ingulph.  and  Will,  of  Malmelb* 
had  been  Tery  converfant  among  the  Normans  ^  wlio  appear  noC 
to  have  had  fuch  prejudices  againft  the  Minflrels  as  the  Anglo- 
Saxons  had. 

Tiie 
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The^earncd  Editor  of  Alfred's  life  in  Latin,  after  havin^^  exa- 
mined the  fcene  of  a^ton  in  perfon,  and  weighed  all-rhe  ctrcuni* 
ftances  of  the  event,  determines  from  the  whole  coUe^ivc'  cvi- 
dence,  that  Alfred  could  p^ver  have  gained  the  vi<5l<>ry  he  did,  if 
he  had  not  with  his  own  eyes  prevtoufly  feen  the  difpofition  of  the 
enemy  by  fuch  a  flratagzm  as  is  here  defer ibed..  Vid.  Amot,  in 
Mlfr,  Mag.  Vitamyf,  33.  Oxon.  1678./©/. 


(M)  '*  Alfred  .  .  .  afliimed  thedrefs  and  charaifter  of  a  Miil- 
'*  ftrel."}  Fingtm  ft  JocTTLATOREM,  ajfumpta  citharof  fisTc.  In- 
guiphi  Hill.  p.  8^9. — Suh  fpecie  mimi  .  ,  :  ut  joculatorijb 
frifejfor  artis.  Gul.  Malmtfb  1.  2.  c.  4.  p.  43.  That  both  yoctda^ 
tor  anil  Mimus  fignify  literally,  a  Minstrel,  fee  proved  in  notes B 
K.  N.  Q^  &c.   See  alfo  Note  G  g. 

Mahnefbury  adds,  Unius  tantum  fidelljjimi fruehatur  tonfdentii.  As 
this  Confidant  does  not  appear  tu  have  at1un,ied  the  difgotfe  of  a 
Minflrel  himfelf,  I  conclude  tiiat  he  only  appeared  as  the  Min- 
ilrers  attendant.  Now  that  the  Minftrel  had  fometimes  h^fer- 
vant  or  attendant  Co  carry  his  iiarp,  and  even  to  iing  to  his  muiic^ 
we  have  many  inftances  in  the  old  Metrical  Romances,  and  even 
forpe  in  this  present  collection  :  See  Vol.  t.  Song  VI.  Vol.  Ill* 
Song  VII.  &C.C  Among  the  French  and  Pw)vcn9al  bards,  the 
TrouverrCf  or  Inventor,  was  gener:>lly  attended  with  his  finger^ 
who  fometimes  alfo  played  on  the  Harp,  or  ot'er  roufical  inftm- 
ment.  **  S^eique  fois  durant  le  repas  d'un  prince  on  voyoit  ar river  un 
'*  Trouverre  inconnu  avec  fes  Menejirels  ou  JwglewrSy  et  il  leur  fmifoit 
"  chanter  fur  icurs  Harpes  ou  Vtelles  fes  Vers  quit  avoit  C9mpefet,  Ceux 
*'  qui  faifiient  les  sons  auffl  bien  qui  /es  MOTi  etjjicnt  les  plui  eflim'.s^* 
Fontcnelle  Hift,  du  Theatr. 

That  Alfred  exeeHcd  in  Mufic  is  pofuively  aflerted  by 
B'ALF,  who  doubtlefs  had  it  from  fonre  ancient  MS.  many  oC 
which  fubfifted  in  his  time,  that  ^re  now  lofl :  as  alfo  by 
Sir  J,  Spelman,  who  we  may  conclude  had  good  authority  for 
this  anecdote,  as  he  is  known  to  have  compiled  his  life  of  Al« 
fred  from  authentic  materials  co^ledled  by  his  learned  father: 
this  writer  informs  us  that  that  Alfred  "  provided  himfcif  of 
'*  mufitiaD?;,  not  connmon,  or  fuch  as  knew  hut  the  praftick  part, 
**  but  men  (kilful  in  the  art  itfelf,  whole  (kill  and  fervice  he  yet 
**  further  improved  with  his  ,own  inftrudtion."  p*  199.  This 
proves  Alfred  at  leaft  to  have  underftood  the  Theory  of  Mufic  ; 
and  how  could  liiis  have  been  acquired  without  pradlifrng  on  fome 
inftrument  ?  Which,  vve  have  feen  above,  Note  (H),  was  fo  ex- 
tremely common  with  the  Anglo-Saxon?,  even  in  muct^  ruder 
limeS;  that  Alfred  himfelf  plainly  tells  us,  it  was  shameful  to  be 
5  iC- 
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igoorant  of  it*  And  tliis  commonnefs  might  be  one  re&Con^  why 
AsSB-R  did  not  tliink  it  of  confequence  enough  to  be  particularly 
mentioned  in  his  ihort  life  of  that  great  monarch.  This  rigid 
monk  may  alfo  liave  edeemed  it  a  flight  and  frivolous  accomplidsi- 
laent  laTOuring  only  of  worldly  vanity.  He  has  however  parti- 
cularly recorded  Alfred's  fondnefs  for  the  oral  Anglo-Saxon  poenns 
and  foDgs  [^Saxonica  p'jemata  die  noSeque  .  .  .  audiem  •  •  .  memoriter 
ntimhat,  p.  l6.  Carmina  Saxomca  memoriter  difcere^  &C.  p.  4^.  ^  ib.J 
Now  the  Poems  learnt  by  rote,  among  all  ancient  unpolifhed  na- 
tioosy  are  ever  Songs  chanted  by  the  reciter,  and  accompanied  with 
inftruOMOtal  melody  *• 


(N)  *'With  his  harp  in  his  hand,  and  dreifed  like  a  Mxn- 
**  STREL."  jyfumpta  wianu  citbara  .  •  .  frofejfus  Mzmum,  qui  Am- 
juf*mdi  arte  ^ifem  qwtidianam  mercaretur  •  .  •  .  ytfj/ui  ahire  pretium 
CjiNTus  accepit,  Malmeib.  1.  a.  c.  6.  We  fee  here  that  uhich 
was  rewarded  was  (ftioT  any  mimicry  ortriciLSy  but)  bis  si  no  i  kg 
(Cantus)  I  this  proves,  beyond  difpute,  what  was  the  nature  of  the 
entertainment  Aulaft  afforded  them.  Perhaps  it  is  needleis  by  thjs 
time  to  prove  to  the  reader,  that  Miwms  in  Middle  Latinity  fignities 
a  Minftrel,  and  Mimia,  Minftrelfy,  or  the  Mindrei-r. C  Should 
he  doubt  it,  let  him .  caft  bis  eye  over  the  two  following  ex- 
tracts from  Du  Cange* 

*'  M I  Mus :  Muficus,  qui  inftnimentis  mufrcis  canit.  Leges  Fa- 
*' latinsB  Jacobi  If.  Reg.  Major ic.  In  domibus  frincipunty  ut  ttadit 
**  autiquitas,  Ml  Mi  feu  yocuUtores  licite  pojfunt  e£e.  Nam  iJlorumoffi' 
^^  cium  tribuit  latitiam,  •  •  .  •  ^apropter  volumus  ^  ordifumuSf 
**  quod  in  mjira  curia  MiMl  debeant  effe  quinque,  quorum  duojirtt  tubici- 
*'  uatores,  bf  tertius  Jit  tabelerius :  [i.  e.  a  pUyer  on  the  talx)r  -f*.] 
**  Lit*  remiiL  ano.  1374*  ^  Mimos  cornicitan/es,  feu  bucinantei  ac» 
«  eejferunt:' 

MiMiA,  Ludus  Mimicus,  Inftrumentum.  [potius,  Ars  JocuU- 
toria.]     Ann.  1482 ^'mimia  ^  cantu  vi&um  acquiro." 

Ptt  Cange,  Glofs.  Tom.  ir.  ii6i.  Sapp.  c.  1225. 

(O)  «  To 


*  Thus  Leob,  the  Saxon  word  for  a  Poem,  is  properly  a 
Song,  and  its  derivative  Lied  fignifies  a  Ballad  to  this  day  in  the  Ger- 
man tongue  :  And  Cantare  we  have  feen  above  is  by  Alfred  himfelf 
rendered.  Be,  heajipan  pngan  • 

f  The  Tabour  or  Tabourin  was  a  common  inftrument  with 
the  French  Mindrds,  as  it  bad  alfo  been  with  the  Ang^o-Saxon 

(vid. 
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(O)  **  To  have  been  a  Dane."]  The  northern  liiAorUns  produce 
luch  inilances  of  the  gre^t  refp66t  fhewn  to  the  Danifh  Scalds  in 
the  courts  of  our  Anglo-Saxon  klngf,  on  accoonC  of  their  Mufical 
ind  Poetic  talents,  (notwithftanding  they  wer«  of  fo  hatefol  a  na* 
tioii)  that)  if  afimilarorderof  men  l)ad  not  exidoU  here  before,  we 
cannot  doubt  but  the  profeHioii  would  have  been  tuken  up  by  fucli 
of  the  natives  as  had  a  i;enin<^  for  poetry  and  mufic. 

**  Extofit  Rhythm:  hoc  ipfo  [^JJiandico']   Idhm^te  ANOLtjE,  Hyltr^ 

*  nti£que  Regibus  oblati  &"  liberaHter  cornp^Jitif  &fc.  Un-'jue  hjnc  §oU 
**  Ugi poteji  lingnam  Danicam  in  aulis  vianorum  regutHf  fthuifumqut  fa.* 
*^  mi/iarem  fuij/kf  nonfecui  ac  hdie  in  au/ii  princifum  fetegtina  idiomatM 
**  in  deliciii  hnberi  ccrnftnu^  Imprimii  Vita  Egi'lli  Sifl/jgr/mii  id  ihtr^o 
**  argitmento adjituit.  ^tippf  <jui  interr^gatmab  Adal*teino,  j^>'-  '*«r 

*  r^gf,  quoni'.ao  m>mus  Eirici  B/odoxiiy  N<trthumbrije  'fgiSf  pofiquu,:.  in 
**  tjus  foteftattm  venerat,  ^rvajifftt^  cujus  fUium  propinquofyue  occidtrat^ 
**  .  .  rei Jiatim  ordinem  metr$t  nunc fatii  obfcuroy  ^xfofuit,  nequaquam  itm . 
^  narraturui  non  intdligenti,**   £Vid.  pliira  apud  Torfaeii  Pra^fitt.  ad 
Oread.  Hiil.  fol.] 

This  fame  Eoill  was  nolefs  diflinfulfhed  for  his  Talour  and 
ikill  as  a  foldier,  than  for  bis  poetic  and  tinging  talents  as  a  Scald  ; 
and  he  was  fuch  a  favourite  uiih  our  king  Athelitan,  that  ho 
at  one  time  prefented  him  with  *<  dnobus  anmdis  ^fcriniis  duttbusbtm 


(vid.  p.lxvii.)  :  thuB  in  an  ancient  Fr.  MS.  in  the  Harl.  colledl'oti 
(2253.  75.)  a  Minftrel  is  dcfcribed  as  riding  on  horftback>  and 
bearing  his  Taboue. 

Entourfin  col  porta  Jon  Tabovr^ 
JDepeynt  de  Or,  e  riebe  A^mr, 

See  alfo  a  pafTage  in  Mennge's  Di6lion.  £tym.  [v.  MaKiSTiiaKSt.} 
where  tahmn  is  ufed  as  fynonymous  to  Menefirien. 

Another  frequent  inArument.with  them  w^s  the  Vist  c-  Tliis^ 
I  am  told,  is  the  name  of  an  inflrument  at  this  day,  which  difters 
from  a  Guitar,  in  ihat  thepla^er^urns  round  a  haiutie  at  the  top  of 
the  inilrument,  and,  with  his  other  hind,  plays  on  (ome  keys^  tliat 
touch  the  chords  and  produce  the  (oumi. 

See  Dr.  Burney's  account  of  the  VielTe,  Vol.  f  F.  p.  163.  who 
thinks  it  the  fame  with  the  Rae^  or  wheet  See  p.  170  in  the  note. 

II  ot  un  ywgltQr  a  Sem^ 

^m  navoit  pai  Jwtnt  roht  entiert; 

Sfvm  tftoitfam/a  VixLx.      Fabliaux  k  Cont.IL  i^4>  5: 


a  wiA,aT}i$ 
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''  inagnis  mrgenfo  repleth,  •  .  .  ^tHetiam  boe  addiJif,  ut  MMuf 
"  qufdvi's  froiterts  m  Je  fttenSf  ohiintret ;  bona  m&tiliaf  fiue  immiitiaf 
**  fraehefidam  vtl  prafeSturas,  Egillux  forr»  regiam  munificent iatn 
«  gratus  excipienSf  Carmen  Encomiajiiconf  a  fey  lingui  Norvegica^  (j**^ 
'<  turn  bis  regnit  conmiunisj  comp^tum,  regi  dicat  |  ae  pro  €9,  duat  Mar^ 
M  tMi  auri  furi  (pondus  Mmrca  •  •  8  uncias  aquabat)  honor tarii  Ion  re^ 
**  tulit*'    [Arngr.  Jon.  Rer.  lilandic  Lib.  2.  p.  ^29.] 

Sec  more  of  Ecill,  in  '*  The  Five  Pieces  of  Ranic  Poetry/' 
p.  45.  whofe  Poem,  therp  tranflated,  is  the  inoft  ancient  piece  all 
in  rhiraey  that  is,  I  conceive,  now  to  be  found  in  any  Europeaif 
language,  except  Latin.  See  Egil's  Iflnndic  originaly  printed  at  the 
«Dd  of  the  Engliih  Verfion  in  the  faid  Five  Pieces>  &c. 


(P)  '^  If  the  Saxons  had  not  been  accuftomed  to  have  Mia* 
<<  ftrels  of  their,  own  ....  and  to  (hew  favour  and  refpedt  to 
^  the  Danifli  Scalds/']  If  this  had  not  been  the  cafe^  we  may  1m9 
allured  y  at  leaft,  that  the  ftories  given  in  the*  text  could  never  have 
been  recorded  by  writers  who  lived  fo  near  the  Anglo-Saxon  timet, 
as  Malmelbury  and  Ingulphus,  who>  though  they  might  be  de- 
ceived as  to  particular  Fadh>  could  not  be  fo  as  to  the  general  Man- 
sers and  Cuhoms,  which  prevailed  fo  near  their  own  times  amon^^ 
Iheir  anceflors. 


(<3l  )  "  In  Doomefday  Book,"  &c.]  ExtraB.  «r  UBro  Vmefday : 
£t  vi3.  AnAis  Ord.  Gart.  ii.  304. 

dlotDeciSerfcirt 

Fo/.  iBz.  Col.  I.  BtrDtc  3]octtlator  EesiiH  \^\^it  lU  %\\U^p  t% 

i\^x  V.  car.  nil  reuQ. 

That  Jocuhtor  is  properly  a  Minstrel  might  be  inferred  from  the 
two  foregoing  paffages  of  Gcoffery  of  Monmouth,  (v.  Note  K.) 
Dvhere  the  word  is  ufed  as  equivalent  te  Gitbarifta  in  one  place,  and 
to  Cantor  in  the  other :  this  union  forms  the  precife  idea  of  the  cha- 
ncer. 

But  more  pofitlve  proofs  have  already  offered,  vid,fnpray  p,  Iviii, 
Seealfo  Du  Cange's  Gldff.  Vol.  III.  c.  if4v  *' Jogulator  pro 
•<  yoew/fl/or.— Confilium  Mafil.  an.  138 1.  NuUus  Minifireys^  feu  Jo' 
*^ gu/aior,  audeat pinjare  ^Iforuire  inflrumentum  cujufiumque  gemrii** 
Ice.  ice. 

As  the  Minllrcl  was  termed  in  French  Jongleur  and  Jugleur  {  fo 
he  was  called  in  Spanilh  JutgUr  and  Juglar,  "  Tenemos  cancioneiy 
**  vtrfcspara  rtcit^r  muy  antiguosy  memoriae  ciertas  dt  los  JvQhAHts^ 

•*  qU4 
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**  fui  tjfijiian  en  Jos  banquitesf  ctmo  los  que  fintm  Hemero**    Prolog,  a 
las  Corned,  de  CervanteSy  1749.  4^^' 

''  EJ  atmo  1328*  en  lasfiejias  de  la  Coronaa'on  del  Key,  D§n  Alonfi  «! " 
*'  IV.  de  dragon,  .  .  .  *  el  JvoLAK  RamaSIT  canto  una  Villanefcm 
**  de  la  Ompoficion  del  •  .  infante  [Don  Vedro'\  :  y  otro  JuoLARy  //«•• 
''  mado  NoviLLXT,  reclto  y  refrefent'h  en  vox  yfin  eantar  mas  de  60O 
**  verfos,  que  bizo  el  Infante  en  el  metro,  que  llamahan  RiMA  VUL* 
«OAi."    Ibid. 

**  Los  Trobaooris  inventaron  As  Gaya  Ciencia  .  .  •  eftos  Tll0« 
*'  BA'DOlLESy  eran  caji  todes  de  la  primer  a  Noilexa.-^-^^Es  verdad,  qu$ 
**ya  entoneesfe  havian  entrometido  entre  las  diverjiones  Cortefanosf  lot 
**  Contadoresy  los  Cantores^  /di  Juglakbs,  los  TmantSpy  los  Ba« 
«  fones."    Ibid. 

In  England  the  Kino's  Jvglar  continued  to  have  an  efta* 
bliflinient  in  the  royal  honihold  down  to  the  reign  of  Henry  Willi 
lyid.  Note  (C  c)]  But  in  what  fenfe  the  title  was  there  applied 
does  not  appear.  In  Barklay't  Eologes  written  circ  15149  yug* 
glers  and  Pipers  are  mentioned  togeUier*  £ol.  iv«  (vid.*  X.  Wartoa's 
Hift*  II.  254*) 


(R)  '<  A  valliaot  warrior,  named  TAiLiEPiiiy  &c.'*]  Se« 
Du  Cange,  who  produces  this  as  an  iniiancey  ''  ^od Min^ellorum 
^  munus  interdum  pr^ftabant  milites  prokatiJfmU  I*  BmMn  Da 
?  Vacci,  MS. 

**  Quant  il  vircnt  Normanz  vcnir 

**  Mout  veiffiez  Eogleiz  fremir.  .  .  • 

^<  Tail LEFER  qui  mout  bien  chantoit* 

*'  Sur  un  cheval^  qui  toft  alloit^ 

*'  Devant  euls  aloit  chantant 

"  De  Kallemaigne  &  de  Uoullant^ 

«  Et  d'  Olivier  de  Vaffaux, 

'<  Qui  mounirent  en  R«infchevaux« 

*^  jfui  quidem  Taillefbk  a  GuUelmo  obtinuii  ut  primus  in  h^et  /r^* 
f*  nteretf  inter  quosfortiter  dimicando  occuhuit" 

Gloff.  Tom.  iv.  769,  770,  77X. 


♦  RoMANSET  JutcLar   canfa  <ilt  veut:  .  .  .  devant  lo  feryot 

^ey,    Chron.  d'Aragon.  apud  Du  Cange.  IV.  771/ 

it  L«s 
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**  Les  anciennes  chrontques  nous  appreonent,  qn'en  premier 
raag  dc  rArmee  Normande,  un  ecuyer  commi  TailUfer,  msnCe* 
<<  fur  un  cheval  arme,  chanta  la  CbanfoH  De  Ro/anJ,  qui  fut  fi  lone 
'•  teins  clans  les  bouches<(es  Fran^ois^fans  qa'il  foit  rcfte  le  moindre 
*'  fragment.  Le  TmiUefer  aprcs  avoir  entonns'  le  chanfon  que 
•«  let  foldais  repetoicnt,  fc  jctta  le  premier  parmi  les  Anglois.  ct 
«  fut  toe."  [VoUaire.  Add.  Hilt  Univ.  p.  69.] 

The  reader  uill  fee  aq  attempt  to  reftore  the  Cbanfm  de  JLoUnd^ 
with  muficaljK  tes  in  Dr.  Burney's  Hiit.  II.  p.  276.— See  more  eop*> 
'cernirg  the  Song  of  Rolaad>  vol.  III.  p.  X3Ci.  Note  (m.) 


(S)  «  An  eminent  French  writer."  &c.]."  M.  VEve<jue  de  U 
**  Ravalierty  qui  avoit  fait  beancoup  de  recherches  fur  nos  ancieunes 
**  Chanfoijs,  prccnd  que  c'eft  a  la  Normandie  que  nous  devons  nos 
**  premiers  Chanfomiers,  non  a l;i  Provence,  ct  qu'il  y  avoit  par- 
•*  mi  nous  dcs  Chanfon"^  en  langue  vulgairc  avant  celles  des  Proven- 
*'  ^aus,  mais  pofterieuremcm  au  Rtgne  de  Philippe  I,  ou  a  I'an 
*'  1 1 po.'Tv. Revolutions  de  la  Langue  Fran9oif«',  A  la  fuite  des  Poi- 
fiEv  Du  Roi  DE  Navas-RR.]  "  Ce  feroit  une  anteriority  de  pins 
**  d'un  dcrai  fiecle  a  l*  epoque  dcs  premiers  Troubadours,  que  leur 
'^  hidorien  Jean  de  Noftredame  fixe  i  Tan  1162,  &c."  Tref.  a 
rj^nthologie  Franf.  Svo.  1 76  5. 

This  lubje€i  hath  been  fmce  taken  np  and  profecnted  at  length 
ID  fhe  Prefaces,  &c.  lo  M.  Le  Grand's  *'  Fai'ianx  ou  Conres  du 
**  xne&  du  xiiic  Sieclc  Paris.  i-Srf."  5  Tom.  iimo.  who  feems 
prttty  c'e?irly  to  have  eftablilhed  the  priority  and  fuperior  excel> 
koct-  of  the  o'd  Rimeurt  of  the  North  of  France^  over  the  Tnubadoun 
of  Provence,  Uc, 


(S.  2.)  **  Their  own  native  'Gleemen  or  Minftrels  muft  be  allowed 
to  exilL**]  Of  this  we  have  proof  pofitive  in  the  old'metrical  Ro- 
mance of  Horn-Child  (Vol.  III.  No.  i.  p.  xxxii  )  which,  although 
from  the  men*  i()n  of  Siraaens,  &c.  ic  muft  hare  beeiv  written  at 
leaft  after  the  firft  crnfade  in  1096,  yet  from  its  Anglo-Saxon  lan- 
guage or  idiom,  can  feared  be  dated  later  than  within  a  century  after 
the  Conquef^.  1  hi%  as  appears  from  its  very  exordium,  was  in« 
tended  to  be  fung  to  a  popular  audience,  whether  it  was  compofed 
by,  or  for,  a  Gletman,  or  Mit.Hrel.  But  it  carries  all  the  internal 
marks  of  being  the  production  of  fuch  a  compofer.  It  appears  of 
genuine  EngUfh  growth,  for  after  a  careful  examination,,  1  uuinot 
difcover  any  rllufion  to  French  or  Norniitn  vu(loroS|  manners^ 
comporuion  or  p'-nfeulogv  :  no  quotation  **  As  the  Romance 
fayih  :"  Not  a  name  or  local  reference,  which  was  likely  to  occur 
to  a  French  Rimei;  e.  The  proper  names  are  all  of  Northern  ex- 
3  tradlioo. 
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traaion.  Child  Horn  is  the  fon  of  j^Iof  (i.  e.  Olaf  or  Olave)  kiajg  of 
Sudeme  (I  fuppofe  Sweden)  by  his  queen  OtdylJe,  or  Godylt.  Atbu^ 
and  Fykenylddxc  the  names  of  fubjefts.  Eylmer  or  Aylmert  is  king^^oif 
Weflneffey  (a  pait  of  Ireland,)  Kymatfld  is  his  daughter ;  as  Ermnyld 
is  of  another  king  Tburjlmn  ;  whofe  fons  are  Athyld  and  Beryii, 
jitbelbrus  is  fleward  of  K.  Aylmer,  &c.  &c.  AU  thefe  favour  00I7 
of  a  Northern  origin,  and  thie  whole  piece  is  exactly  fuch  a  per- 
formance, as  one  would  expert  from  a  Gleeman  or  Minllrel  of  th« 
North  of  England,  who  bad  derived  his  art  and  his  ideas  from  hit 
Scaldic  predeceflTors  there.  So  that  this  probably  ts  the  original, 
from  which  was  tranfiated  the  old  French  fragment  of  Dan  Hamp 
in  the  Harleyan  MS,  527.  mentioned  by  Tyrwhitt  (Chancer,  lY* 
68.)  and  by  T.  Warton  (Hiil.  I.  38.)  whofe  extraft  from  Hora« 
Child  is  extremely  incorre^ 

Compare  the  itile  of  Child-Horn  with  the  Anglo-Saxon  fpect« 
mens  in  (hort  verfes  and  rhime,  which  are  affigQed  to  the  century 
fncoeeding  the  Conqaeft|  ia  Hickes's  Thelaurus,  Tom*  I.  cap»  24* 
p.  224,  and  231. 


(T)  <<  The  different  prodn^on  of  the  fedentary  cenap>pfer  and  th« 
rambling  Minftrel."}    Among  the  old  metrical  romances,  a  very 
few  are  addreifed  to  Readers,  or  mention  Reading :  thefe  appear  to 
have  been  compofed  by  writers  at  their  deik,  and  exhikit  marks  of 
more  elaborate  ftrudlare  and  invention.    Such  is  Eglamour  of  Attms 
(No.  20.  Vol.  Iir.  p.  xl.)  of  which  I  fi/id  in  a  MS.  copy  in  the 
Cotton  Library  A.  2.  folia  3.  the  II  Fitte  thus  coadudesi 
....  thus  ferr  have  I  red. 
Such  is  TpomydoH  (No.  23.  III.  p.  xli.)  of  which  one  of  the  divi- 
iions  (Sign.  £.  ii.  b.  in  pr.  copy)  ends  thus 
Let  hym  go,  God  him  fpede 
Tyll  efte-foone  we  of  him  reed.  [i.  e.  read.^ 
So  in  Amys  and  Amy  lion  **,  (No.  31.  III.  p.  xliii.)  m  tbu  3d.  wt 
have 

In  Gefte  as  we  rede, 
and  (imilar  phrafes  occur  in  itanzas,  34,  T251 140, 196^  Ice. 

.     Thef« 


*  It  ought  to  have  been  obferved  in  its  proper  place  in  No.  31. 
y,oI.  HI.  p.  xliii,  that  Amys  and  Amy  lion  were  no  other  wife  '^  Bro- 
thers" than  as  being  (sA  friends :  as  was  fuggefted  by  the  learned 
Dr.  Samuel  Pegge,  who  was  fo  obliging  as  to  favour  the  ElTayilt 
formerly  with  a  curious  tranfcript  of  this  poem  accompanied  with 
valuable  illaftratious,  &c. :  and  that  it  was  his  opinion  that  both 

the 
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Thefe  are  all  (bidied  compofitionf,  in  which  the  ftoiy  is  invent'ell 
with  more  (kill  ami  ingenuity,  anttthe  (iyle  and  colouring  are  of  fu- 
^lerior  cad-,  to  fuch  as  can  with  fufficienc  probability  be  attributed  to  . 
the  Minftrels  themfelvet. 

Of  this  clafs  I  conceive  the  Romance  of  Hom  Cltili  (mentioned  ih 
the  laft  note  (S.  2.)  and  in  No.  x.  Vol.  111.  p.  xxxii.)  which,  from 
the  naked  unadorned  fimplicity  of  the  ftory,  I  would  attribute  to 
foch  an  origin. 

But  nrore  evidently  is  fuch  the  Squirt  tf  L»wt  Degree  (No.  94* 
III.  p.  xlii.)  in  which  is  no  reference  to  any  French  original,  no- 
thing like  the  phrafe,  which  fo  frequently  occurs  in  others,  '*  As 
the  Romance  fayth  *f"  or  the  like.  And  it  is  juft  fuch  a  rambling 
performance,  as  one  wonld  expedt  from  an  itinerant  Bard.    Aiid 

Such  alfo  is  Afyttl!  Gefie  ofRohyn  HotUy  &c.  in  8  Tytles,  of  which 
are  extant  %  editions,  4to,  in  black  letter,  defcribed  more  fully  \A 
|iage  83  of  this  volume.— —^This  is  not  only  of  undoubted  Engliih 
growth,  bur,  from  the  conftant  Catire  aimed  at  Abbots  and  their 
Coavents,  &c.  could  not  poUibly  have  been  compofed  by  any  Monk 
in  his  cell. 

Other  inftances  might  be  produced ;  but  efpecially  of  the  former 
kind  is  Syr  Lawfal  (No.  ii.  III.  p.  xxxyiiu)  the  laift  Cu  of 
vvhich  has  - 

la  Romances  as  we  r0de 


the  fragment  of  the  Lady  Belhftnt  mentioned  in  the  fame  No.  31 
and  alfo  the  mutilated  Tale,  Ne.  37*  (p.  xlv.)  were  only  impeded 
topics  of  the  above  Romance  of  Amyx  and  AmytiM^  which  contains 
the  2  lines  quoted  iia  No.  37. 

*  Whtferer  the  word  Romjnce  occurs  in  thefe  metrical  narra* 
tives^  it  hath  been  though c  to  afford  decifive  proof  of  a  tranflatioii 
from  the  Romance  or  French  language.  Accordingly  it  is  fo  urged 
by  T.  Warton,  (F.  146.  Note.)  from  two  paflages  ia  the  pr.  copf 
of  Sir  Eg/amour,  viz.  Sign.  E.  i. 

In  Romaunce  as  we  rede. 

Again  in  fbl.  ult. 

In  Romannce  this  cronycle  is. 
^ut  in  the  Cotton  MS.  bf  the  original  the  firil  paffage  i^ 

As  I  herd  a  Gierke  rede. 
And  the  other  thus> 

In  Rome  this  Oeft  crony cled  ys. 
Sathat  I  believe  references  to  *'  the  Romaunce,"  or  the  like,  were 
often  meer  expletive  phrafes  inferted  by  the  oral  Reciters ;  one  of 
Whom  I  conceive  had  altered  or  corrupted  the  old  Syr  £glamour  iii 
tha  manner  that  the  copy  was  primed* 

Tbil 
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^rhb  IS  bne  of  the  beft  mve^tdl  Tories  of  that  kii^i  and  I  believe 
Cbe  only  oiici  ia  which  is  iAferted  the  name  of  the  author. 

(T.  2.)  **  Royer  or  Rahenis  die  kipg's  Miiiftrel.'*]  He  i»  re- 
corded by  Leland  under  both  thefe  names,  in  his  Colledlaneai  foil* 
VoLLp.  6r. 

«  Bfpitafe  S.  Bartbtt^omkl  in  Wtfi^SmitifeUk  in  Lonihn. 
'^  Ro^er  Jdinius  Regis  fnndator«"  , 

*'  jH^  Sti,  BarthdL  LmUni. 
'<  Raherus  Mtmus  Regis  H.  z.  primus  fundator^  an.  iioa.  3.  H.  x* 
qui  fmidavic  etiam  Priorat.  Sti»  Barthol.'^    Ibid.  pag.  99. 

That  Mmks  is  properly  a  Mioftrel.  in  the  fenfe  affixed  to  the 
word  in  this  effay,  one  extraA  from  the  accounts  [Lat.  Com^/».J  i  ' 
of  the  priory  of  MaJctock  near  Coventry^  in  144?,  will  fufficieptly 
fliow.— Scil.  ^^.JOat.  Sey,  Mii^rs  Dnl»  Clynton  caniatttibmi  citbsri^ 
Jantibus^  ludenfibusy  &)C.  iiii.  u  (T.  Warton.  If.  106.  Note  q,)  Thio 
fame  year  tho  Prior  gave  to  a  doBor  ^^radicam  for  a  iermon  preached 
to' them  only  6d.  a 

In  the  MOnafticon,  Tbm.  IF.  p.  166;  167,  is  a  curious  hinbry 
of  the  founc'er  of  this  priory,  and  the  caufe  of  its  ereAion :  which 
feems  exaftiy  fuch  a  compor]ti6n>  as  one  of  thofe,  which  were  ma« 
nufadlured  by  Dr.  St^f^e,  Che  famous  Legend-maker,  in  .1300  s 
(fee  T.  Walton's  curious  account  of  him,  in  Vol.  II.  p.  190.  Note.) 
V^ho  reqdiri^d  no  materials  to  affifl  him  id  compofuig  his  Narira- 
tives,  &c.  For  iii  this  Legend  are  bo  particulars  given  of  the 
l^ounder,  but  a  recital  of  miratulous  vifions  exciting  liim  to  tliis  pi- 
ous work,  of  its  having  been  before  revealed  to  K.  Edward  the 
Confeflbr,  and  predicted  by  %  Grecians  &c.  Even  his  Miaftrel 
profeflion  is  not  mentioned,  whether  from  ignoraace,  of  deflgn ,  a$ 
the  profeilion  was  perhaps  falling  into  li.  Cored  it  when  this  Legend 
^vas  written.  There  is  only  a  general  imliftin^  account  that  he 
frequented  royal  and  noble  houl'eS)  where  he  ingratiated  himfelf 
fuavitatejoculari.  (This  laft  is  the  only  word  thatfeemsto  hive  any 
appropriated  meaning.)  This  will  account  for  the  indiftin<5t  in* 
coherent  account  given  by  Stow.  **  R^here,  a  pleafant-wittcd 
•*  gentleman,  and-thercfore  in  his  time  called  the  King's  Minttrel." 
Survey  of  Lond.  Ed.  1598,  p.  3c8t 

(^.)  "  In  the  early  times  every  Harper  was  exp^^^ed  to.fmg."J 
See 'on  this  fubje<a  K.  Alfred's  verfioii  of  Caedmah,  above  fei  I?oU 
(fi.)  pag.  Ixiv. 

^  in  Horn. Child,  K.  Allof  orders  his  lleward  Athelbrustb 
"— teche  him  otbarpe  and'of  fong. 
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In  the  Sqiiire  of  Lowe  Degree  the  king  offers  to  his  daoghtar^ 

Ye  Ihall  have  harpe,  faatry  *,  and  foag. 
And  Chaucer  in  hit  defcripdoo  of  the  Limitour  or  Mendicant 
F^ar  fpeaks  of  harping  as  infeparable  from  fioging  (I.  p.  ix.  ycr. 
«68.) 

—in  his  harping^  whan  that  he  hadde  fonge* 

(17. 1.)  f<  At  die  ndft  accomplished'*  lie]  See  Hoveden,  pu  xe^i 
in  the  following  paf|jige,  which  had  erroncoofly  been  applied  to' 
K.  Richard  himfelf,  till  Mr.  Ttkwhitt  (Chaucer,  IV.  p.  6a.) 
ihewed  it  to  beloog  to  his  Cbancelor.  **  Hie  ad  augmentwm  eijiamam 
fui  mtmimsf  emendicata  farmina,  et  rhythmoi  adMfatoriot  ctmfaraM ;  et 
di  regno  FraneotumCAitrotiZt  et  }ocuLAToa.Et  nmnerima  aUexeratp 
ut  de  iUo  cantrent  in  flaim  :  et  jam  dicekatur  mht'fue,  quod  mm  erut  talit 
im  orbe."  For  odier  particulars  relating  to  this  Cbancelor*  fiM 
T.  Warton's  Hift.  Vol.  U.  Addk.  Co  p.  1 13  of  Vol.  I. 

(U.  3.)  **  Both  the'  Norman  and  Engliih  languages  would  be 
heard  at  the  houfi^s  of  the  great."]  A  remarkable  proof  of  this  is» 
that  the  moft  diligent  inquirers  after  ancient  Englifh  rhimes  find 
the  earlteft  they  can  difcoirer  in  the  moutfis  of  the  Norman  no-^ 
bies.  Such  as  chat  of  Robert  Earl  of  Leicefter,  and  his  Flemings  in 
1173.  temp.  Hen.  2.  (little  more  than  a  century  after  the  conqueft) 
iiecorded  by  Larobarde  in  his  Dictionary  of  England,  p.  36* 

Hoppe  Wyliken,  hoppe  Wytiken 
Ingland  is  thine  and  myne,  &c. 

And  that  noted  boaft  of  Hugh  Bigot  Earl  of  Norfolk  in  the  fame 
reign  of  K.  Heniy  II.  vid.  Canideni  Britannia  (art.  SufiK>lk)  1607. 
folio. 

Were  I  in  my  caflle  of  Bungey 

Vpon  the  riucr  of  Waueney 

I  would  ne  care  for  the  king  of  Cockeney. 


■»> 


*  The  Harp.  (Lat.  Cithara)  differed  from  the  Sautry,  or  Pfaltry 
(LaT*  P/rtlterium)  in  that  the  former  was  a  (Iringed  inftntmcnt,  and 
the  latter  was  mounted  with  wire :  there  was  alfo  fome  'difference  in 
the  con^uflion  of  the  bellies,  &c.  See  '<  Bartholomaeos  de  pit>- 
prietatibus  reruro/'  as  Engliibed  by  Trevifa^  Batman.  Ed.  I584«, 
in  Sir  J.  Hawkins's  Hift.  11.  p.  285. 

In* 
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Imleed  many  of  our  old  metrical  romances^  whether  originally 
fioglifliy  or  traoilaCed  from  tlie  French  to  be  fung  Co  an  EngliHi  an- 
dienoe»  are  addreffed  to  perfons  of  high  rank,  as  appears  from  their 
beginning  thus— **  Liften,  Lordings/'  and  the  liite.— Thcfe  werei 
prior  to  the  time  of  Chaucer^  as  appears  from  Vol.  ILL  p.  xxiit.  Bt 
fcqq.  And  yet  to  his  time  our  Morman  nobles  are  fuppofed  to 
have  adhtoed  to  then:  French  language. 

•  (V.)  '*  that  intercommunity  &c.  between  the  French  sind 
SngUlh  MinftrelSy"  ka]  This  might  perhaps^  in  a  great  meafure^ 
be  referi'ed  even  to  the  Gorman  Conqueft,  when  the  vidiors 
brought  with  them  all  their  original  opinions  and  Fables ;  which 
could  not  fail  to  be  adopted  by  the  Englifh  Minilrels  and  others^ 
who  folicited  their  favour.  This  interchange,  &c.  between  the 
Minftrels  of  the  two  nations,  would  be  afterwards  promoted  by 
the  great  intercourfe  produced  among  all  the  nations  of  ChriC^endom 
in  the  general  crufades,  and  by  that  fpirit  of  chivalry,  which  led 
Itnights,  and  their  attendants  the  heraUH,  and  Minf^irels,  &c.  to  ram- 
ble about  continnally  from  one  court  to  another,  in  order  to  be 
prefent  at  folemn  tumaments,  and  other  feats  of  arm?. 

(V.a.)  "  is  not  the  only  inftance,**  &c.]  The  conllant  admif- 
fion  granted  to  M  in^rcls  was  fo  eftabli(hed  a  privilege,  that  it  became 
1  ready  expedient  to  writers  of  fidlion.  Thus  in  the  old  Romaaoer 
of, Horn- Child,  the  Princefs  Kymenyld  being  cor»iined  in  an  in,«s- 
ceilible  caftle,  the  pdnce  her  lover  and  fome  afliiUn^  kn'tglns  vwitlv 
concealed  arms  afTume  th;:  Minllrel  chara(5^er,  and  approaching 
the  cattle  with  their  **  Gleymge*'  or  Minftrclfy,  are  heard  by  the 
lord  of  it,  Who  being  informed  they  wertf  **  harpeir^,.jogelcr$, 
and  fythelers  *,"  has  them  admitted,  when 

Horn  fette  him  abenche  [i.  e,  on  a  bench.] 
Is  £t.  e.  his]  harpe  he  gan  clenche 
He  made  Ryroenild  a  lay. 

.  This  lets  the  princefs  a  weeping  and  leads  to  ths.cataftrophe,  for  lie 
immediately  advances  to  ^*  the  Borde"  or  table,  k;!h  chBiaviihery 
and  rekafds  tlie  lady.  ,    . 

(V.3-) 


*  JooELER,  (Lat.  Joculator)  was  a.  very  ancient  name  for  a 
Minllriel.  Of  what  nature  the  pcifornnance  of  \ht  Joculntor  was, 
W(^' may  learn  from  the  Regifter  of  St.  Swith1n*s  Priory  at  Win- 
ch efter  (T.  Warton.  X.   69.).     ''  Et  cantal'oi  JoGUtATOH    quulam 

Vol.  L  {2  now/ ft* 
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(V  ^  )  *'  afTiimed  the  drcf?  and  charafler  of  a  Harper/*  fee.] 
wi  have  this  curious  Wfloriette  in  the  records  of  Lacock  Nonnery 
in  WiUlhire,  which  had  been  founded  by  this  Countefsof  Salifbujj. 
See  Vincent's  Difcovery  of  Errors  in  Brooke's  Caialogne  of  Nobi- 
lity, &c.  folio,  p^g.  443»  ^  ^^'  Take  the  foUowing  Extraft  (and 
|«cDagdale*s 'Baron.  1.  p.  175)  ^  ,    „.  . 

«  Ela  uxor  Gullielmi  Longffpee  frimi,  mta  fuit  afud  Ambrs^nsmf 

fat  re  et  matre  Normamis,  ,  ^,   .„  j,  -n        ^c 

Pater  itaque  ejus  dffeausfemo  migravit  ad  Cbrifitm,  A.D.lt9^. 

Mater  ejus  ante  bicnnium  ohiit Interea  Dtmina  chartffma  clam 

fer  cognatos  ad^aa  fuit  in  l^rmanniam,  ^  ibidem  fuh  tuta  et  arBa 
fufirjdia  nutrita.    Modem  tempore  in  JngUafuit  quidam  miles  mmine  Cr«< 
lilfmus  Talbot,  qui  induitfe  hahitum  Pereorini  [AngUce,  a  PUgnmJ 
in  Normanniam  transfretavit  ^  moraius  fer  duos  annas,  hue  atque  tlluc 
-vaz^s,  ad  explorandam  dmiinant  Elsm   Sarum.     Et  iU^  iwenta,  exuit 
hahitum  Peregrini,   ^  iruiuit  fe  quaji  Cyth  AXIS  AT  o^  ^  curiam  uBt 
marabatur  intravit,     Et  ut  erat    homo  Jocosvs,  in   Gestis  AntI- 
^^uoRUM  Vfl/^  feritua,  ibidetn  gratanter  fuif  acceftus  quaji  familtaris. 
Et  quando  temfus  aftum  invenit,   in  Angliam  refatriavit,  babemjecum 
iftnm  ve^'erabi/em  dominam  Elam  &f  barcdem  Cmitatus  Sarim  ;  ST  earn 
Regi  Ricbardo  frafentavit,     Ac  ille  Utiffme  earn  fufcefit,  fisf  Fa. A  T  M 
fuo  Guillelmo  Longeffee  mariiauit  •  •  •  •  »--.-♦... 

A.  D.   1226  Dominus  Guill.  Lmgefpee  frimus  mnas  Martii  obitt, 

E!a  wro  uxor  ejus  7  annis fufervixit Una  die  Duo  mona/ena 

fundavit  frimo  mane  x^i  Kal.  Maif,  A.  D.  iz^t*  afud  Lacoci,  in  qtt0 
fanSta  degunt  Camnijjra  .  .  .  Et  HentM  pofl  mmam,  Anno  'Vercf  atatii 
fust'i  xht^  ^cS* 


(W.) 

1,  fr.  II.: 


For  the  preceding  account  Dugdalc  refers  to  Monaft.AngL 
*i  I..  *..]  p.  185.  but  gives  k  as' enlarged  by  D.  Powel,  in  his 
Hift.of  Cambria,  p.  196,  who  is  known  to  have  followed  ancient 
Wel/h  MSS.  The  words  in  the  Monafticoo  arer-%/  accerfitis 
SuTORiBUS  Cepia  et  HiSTKlomuvs,  fefiinanter  cum  exerdtu  Ju9 


nomine  Herebertus  Canticum  Colbrondi,  necnon  Geftum  Erame  regine  a 
judicio  ignis  liberate,  in  aula  Prion's,"  His  inflrument  was  fometimes 
ihepYTHELE,  or  Fiddle,  Ltit.  FiJicula  :  which  occurs ^in  the  An-^ 
glo- Saxon  Lexicon.  On  this  fubje6l  we  have  a  curious  paflage 
from  a  MS.  of  the  Lives  of  the  Saints  in  metre,  fuppofed  to  be  ear- 
lier than  the  year  1200,  (T.  Wartons  Hift  I.  p.  17.)  viz. 

Chriftofre  him  ferved  longe 
The  kynge  loved  melodye  much  of  fithele  and  of  fonge  3 
So  that  his  Jogeler  on  a  day  beforen  him  gon  to  pleye  fafte^  - 
And  in  a  tyme  he  nemped  iivhis  fong  the  devil  at  laile. 

vent/ 
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i;m//  domim  fuo  facere  fuceurfum.     Waknfes  vero  videntes  rkultiiudinem 

tHognam  vemeHiem^  rtliQa  ohfiMone  fugerunt Et  fropter  hoc 

4kJit  enmes  antedifim  ....  Confiahularlo  dominationem  SuUrum  et  UiJ^ 
triomim.  Conjiabulmriut  vero  rednuitjibi  et  btgredibus  fun  dominatiotum 
Sutorum :  et  Hifimnum  dedit  verp  Senefcballo.  (So  the  pa(rage  fliould 
apparently  be  pointed  \  but  either  ct  or  vero  fcems  redundant.) 

We  (hall  fee  below  ia  note  (Z)  the  proper  import  of  the  word 
Hijlrio/us  t  but  it  is  very  jremarkable  that  this  is  not  the  word  ufed 
in  the  grant  of  theconftable  De  Lacy  to  Dutton,  bat  Magifterium  om* 
nium  LecCatojlvm  et  Mi&£TB.icivm  totiue  Ceftrejhiretjicut  iiberim 
iUum\iii\  Magifierium  tene$  decpmite.  (vid.  Blount's  Ancient  Tenures, 
p»  15,6.)  Now,  as  under  t^is  grant  the  heirs  oTDutton  confefledly 
held  for  many  ages  a  magijierial  jurifdi6iion  over  all  the  MinftreU 
and  Muiicians  of  that  county,  and  as  it  could  nbt  be  conveyed  by 
the  wood  Meretrices,  the  natural  inference  is,  that  the  Minflrels 
wer^^preffed  by  the  term  Leccatores.  It  is  true,  Du  Cahge  com- 
piling his  Gloflary  codtd  only,  find  in  the  n'riiers^  he  confulted,  this 
word  ufed  in  the  abufive  fenfe,  often  applied  to  every  fynonyme 
of  the  fportive  and  dilTolute  Minftrel,  viz.  Satrra,  ifanlhquus,  fara." 
JituSf  ^ulof  &c,  (This,  I  conceive,  to  be  the  proper  arrangement 
of  t^efe  explanations,  which  only  exprefs  the  charafier  given  to  ttid 
Minftrel  elfewhere :  See  Da  Cange  pajlm  and  notes,  C.  E.  F.  I. 
iil.  2.  &c.)  *  But  he  qnotes  an  ancient  K{S.  in  French  metre^ 
wherein  the  Lecchvk ILat.  Leccator.)^ sii^d^the  Minsts.el  are 
joined  together,  as  receiving  from  Charleniagne  a  grant  of  the 
Territory  of  Provence,  and  from  whom' the  Provencal  Troubadours 
were  derived^  &c«    See  the  paflage  above  in  note  C.  pag.  Ix. 

The  exception  in  favour  of  ths  family  of  Dutton,  is  thus  ex- 
prefled  in  the  Statute,  Anno  39,  £liz.  Cliap.  IV.  intitled,  **  An 
*'  A6t  for  puniihment  of  Rogues,  Vagabonds,  and  Sturdy  Beggars." 
{  IT*  .  .  .  '  AU  Fencers,  Bearwaids,  Common  Players  of 
interludes,  and  Minstrels,  wandeiing  abioad,  (other  than 
Players  of  Ebterliides  belonging  to  any  Baron  of  this  Realm,  or 
any  other  honourable  Perfonage  of  'greater  degree,  to  be  autbor- 
ifed  to  play  under  the  hand  and  feal  of  arms  of  fuch  Baron  or 
Perfonage:)  alljuglers,  Tinkers,  Pedlers,  &c.  .  .  .  (hall be  ad* 
judged  and  deemed  Rogues,  Vagabonds,  and  Sturdy  Beggars,  Sec* 
<  §  X.  Provided  always  that  this  Ail,  or  any  thing  therein  con- 
tained, or  any  authority  thereby  given,  fhall  not  in  any  wife  ex- 
tend to  difinherit,  prejuJice,  or  hinder  John  Duxroir  of  Dut« 
TON  in  the  County  of  Cheder,  Efquire,  his  heirs  or  afTigns,  for, 
touching  .or  concerning  any  liberty,  preheminencc,  authonky-, 
jurifdidlion,  or  inheritance,  which  the  faid  John  Dutton  now 
Uwfully  ufcih,  or  hath,  or  lawfully  may  or  ought  to  ufe  within 
the  County -Palatine  of  Chefter,  and  the  County  of  the .  City  of 
Chefter^  or  either  of  theni;  by  reafon  of  any  ancient  Charters  of 

f  2     •  ■  ■         f  any 
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'  any  Kings  of  this  Land^  or  by  reafon  of  any  pr«(cripUoiiy  uiag«^ 
'  or  tide  whacfoever/ 

The  fame  Claufes  are  renewed  in  the  Uft  A61  on  this*  Sttbjed!'^ 
paffed  in  the  prelent  Reign  of  Geo.  III. 

(X)  "  Edward  I at  the  knighting  of  his  foa/'  &c.]  Sea 

Kic.  Triveti  Annales,  Oxon.  17 19.  8vo.  p.  34  a- 

'*  Infi/h  Peuteecflts  Rexfiium  fuum  armk  mih'tarihus  einxiU  ^  otm 
to  Comitex  IVartmu^  ^  AmnielUt^  oihjquty  quotum  ttumtrux  ducentos 
&«  quadraginta  dieitvr  excejpjfe,  Eodtm  die  ettm  fediffet  Rest  in  merf^f 
ifovis  militikus  eircumdatm,  ingrej/a  MiNiSTtSLLORVMMuLTXTU* 
JDOy  fortantfum  _  muft/p/ici  ornatu  amiShtmy  ut  mi  lifts  fr^fut  navot 
irwitarent^  &  inducereMt^  ad  vovendum  foQum  armorum  aliquod  coram 
Jgm." 


(Y)  '*  By  an  exprcfs  regulation,  &c."]  See  in  Heame's  Ap- 
pend, ad  Lelandi  Collegian.  Vol.  VI.  p.  36.  *<  A  Dietarxe, 
**  Writtes  pubiilhed  after  the  Ordinance  of  Earles  andJSarons^ 
**  Anno  Dom.  131 5." 

*  Edw ARix  by  the  grace  of  God,  &c.  to  Sheriflfes,  &c.  greetyng. 
Forafmuch  as  .  .  .  .  many  idle  perfons,  under  colour  of  Myn- 
sTRELSiE,  and  going  in  meffages,  and  otiier  faigned  bufinesy 
have  ben  and  yet  bereceaved  in  other  mens  houfes  to  naeate  and 
drynke,  and  be  not  therwith  contented  yf  they  be  not  largely 
confydered  with  gyftes  of  the  Lordes  of  the  houfes:  &c.  .  .  .  Ws 
wyllyng  to  reflrayne  fucbe  outrageous  enterprifes  and  idlenes, 
&c.  have'ordeyned  ....  that  to  the  houfes  of  Prelites,  Earles 
and  Barons  none  refort  to  meate  and  drynke,  unlelTe  he  be  a 
MvNSTRELy  and  of  thefe  Mihstrels  that  there  conne  none 
except  it  be  three  or  four  Minstrels  of  honour  at  the  moft 
in  one  day,  uqlefle  he  be  defircd  of  the  Lorde  of  the  Houfe.  And 
to  the  houfes  of  meaner  men  that  none  come  -unlefle  he  be  de- 
fr  ed,  and  thatfuch  as  (hall  come  fo,  holde  tliemfelves  contented 
with  raeae  and  drynke,  and  with  fuch  curtefie  as  the  Maifterof 
the  Houfe  wyl  (hewe  unto  them  of  his  owne  good  wyll,  without 
I  heir  aikyng  of  any  Ihyng.  And  y  f  any  one  do  agaynft  this  Or- 
dinauncei  at  the  firi^e  tyme  he  tolofe  his  Minstrels  is,  and  at 
the  fecond  tyme  to  forfweare  his  craft,  and  never  to  be  rcceaved 

for  a  MiNSTRELL  in  any  houfe Yeven   at  Langlcy  the 

vi.  day  of  Augaft,  in  the  ix  yere  of  our  reigne.* 

Thefe  abufes  arofe  again  to  as  great  a  height  as  ever  in  little  more 

h.in  a  century  after ;  in  corfequence,  I  fuppofei  of  the  licentiouf-. 

nefs  that  crept  in  during  the  civil  wars  of  York  and  Lancafter. 

This  appears  from  the  Charter,  9  E.  4.  reft-rrcd  to   in  p.  xlv. 

Ex  queruloja  infrntatiane  .  .  .  MinisTRallorum  rnftrorttm  acet^ 

fimus  quaUttr  mnmtUi  rudes  agrito/ge  &  artifices  diVerfarum  mifierarttm 

regm 
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r^^gni  no/hri  Mgli^et  fitixerunt  fr  fore  Mimxitrallos^  ptonamalipd 
Liheratam  mftram  eh  minime  eUtam  fortarent,  feifjbs  etiam  fngentu  ejji 
M1NSTRAI.L0S  MOST  1.0s  PK.OFR10S1  cit/m  quidem  Liieratte  me 
di&4t  artisfioe occupatimis  Ministrallorum  coiore,  indtverfis  far^ 
tihus  regnimftfi  prgediSii  grantUs  peaanamm  exa€tioms  de'Ugeh  n^rh  di* 
t^twe  eoHigunty  &C." 

Abufes  of  this  kind  prevailed  much  later  ia  Wales^  as  appeal! 
from  the  fiimous  Commifi^n  ifluod  out  in  9  Eliz.  (1567.}  for  bef* 
towing  the  Silvrr  Harp  on  the  beft  Minftrel^  Rjthmer,  or  Sard, 
in  the  principality  of  North  Wales  :  of  which  a  fuUer  accouot  will 
be  given  below  in  note  (Bbt  3*) 

(Z)  "  It  is  thus  related  by  Stow.'*]  Sec  his  Survey  of  tondoii» 
lee.  foU  1633.  p*  5ii<  [Ace.  of  Weflm.  Hall.]  Stow  had  this  paf* 
£lge  from  Wal^ngnam's  Hifi.  Ang.  .  .  .  <<  Intravit  fu^dam  mJier 
§mata  HisTtiio}fALi baSitu,  eftium  hommtnfideni  Histrzonalitsk 
fbaUrafum^^  qu^  tmnfas  mare  HzsTRXoifUM  circuh/it;  ^  tandem  md 
Regit  wiet^aM  fer  gradus  afcaid/f^  (sf  tptandam  Uteram  coram  rege  fofidfp 
&  retra&ofr^eHO  (falutaiis  ubiqtie  dijcumhentihus)  frtut  vetierat  ita  re» 
^ffitf*  ftc.  Anglic.  Norm.  Script.  &c.  Franc.  1603.  fol.p.  109. 

itniay  be  obferved  here,  that  Minstril5  and  others  often 
rode  on  horieback  up  to  the  royal  table,  when  the  Kings  were 
feafting  in  their  Great  Halls.    See  in  this  Vol.  p.  7%.  Sec. 

The  Anfwer  of  the  Porten  (when  they  were  afterwards  blamed 
for  admitting  her)  alfo  d^erves  attention.  **  Nen  effe  imris  detmit 
te^dt  HiSTRi(0VE8  ahingreffu  quomodidibet  frthiherey  &c,  Walfingh. 

That  Stow  ngbcly  tranflated  the  Latin  word  Hijjhh  here  by  Mi/i'^ 
Jtrel^  meaiuag  a  mufician  that  fung,  and  whofe  fubjedh  were  ftoties 
of  chivalry,  admits  of  eafy  proof :  for  in  the  Gest  a  Romanorum, 
thap.  cxi«  Mercury  is  reprefented  as  conning  to  Argus  in  the  cha^ 
raAer  of  a  Minftrel  i  when  he  incepit,  more  HisTntosicoyfahulas 
ditere,  etplerumque  cantare,  (T.  Warton,  111.  p.  li.)  And  Moratori 
ehes  a  pafiEage,  in  an  old  Italian  chronicle,  wherein  mention  is 
made  of  a  ftage  erected  at  Milan.  "Safer  quo  Histriomes  ZMt* 
TA9Avr,j!cut  modo  cantatur  de  Roiaado  et  Oliverfo.  Antich.  Ital.  if. 
p.  6.  (Obferv.  on  the  the  Statutes,  4th  Edit.  p«  36a.) 

■See  aifo  (E.)  pag.  Ixi.  (P.)  p.  Ixii.  &c. 

(A  a)  <<  Tiiere  Ihould  feem  to  have  been  women  of  this  profef* 
f^pn.'*]  This  may  be  inferred  firom  the  variety  of  names  appropria* 
ted  to  them  in  the  middle  ages,  viz.  Angfo-Sax.  IrUp-mtb6a 
[Glee  -  maiden],  lee.  jlypienbcmaben,  jlypbybencfrjra. 
(vid.  fupra,  p.  Ixvii.)  Fr.  JengUreJJky  Med.  Lat.  JocuUtripc^  Minifrm* 
lijfaj  J^amm  Minifitridh^  Sec.  (vid.  Ptt  CangQ  Glofl:  U  Suppl.} 

H  Sit 
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See  what  li  faid  in  pag.  yXw,  coofiernios  the  **  fiAen  oC  the  Irs- 
'*  tenaty  of  Mihfireb;*'  feeaKo  a  patfage  quoted  by  Dr.  Barnev 
(II.  315.)  from  Muratori^.of  the  Chorus  of  wonea  linging  thnr 
^e  ftreets  accompanied  with  mufical  inftruments  in  'ia68. 

Had  the  female  defcrihcd  by  Waliingham  been  a  Tomhefitrep  or 
dancing-woman,  (fee  Tyrwbitt's  Chaucer  IV.  307.  and  v.  glofll) 
that  hill6rian  would  probably  havie  ufed  the  word  SaltatriXs  (fee  T. 
Waitoa  1. 140.  note  «.)    ' 

Thefe  faltatrica  were  prohibited  from  exhibiting  in  chnrchee 
and  church-yards  along  with  Jocufatores,  b/ftn'ones,  with  whom. 
they  were  fometimes  clafTed,  efpecially  by  the  rigid  eccleli^ 
iftics,  who  cenfurcd,  in  the  fevereft  terms^  all  thefe  fp  }rtiYe  cha« 
raaerf.  (vid.  T.  Warton  in  loco  citato,  $c  vide  fupra  Not.  £.  F. 
&c) 

And  here  I  would  obfervei  that  although  Fauchet,  aad  «tber 
fubfeqaent  writers  afie£l  to  arrange  the  feveral  memben  of  thii 
sninftrel  profei£lon  under  ihe  different  clafles  of  trfvtrra  /of  trmhm' 
dour$)y  ebanterrcii  eontewriy  atid  jugieursp  Csfc.  (vid-  pag.  1vh|.)  us  iC 
they  were  (lifting  and  feparate  ordeis  of  men,  clearly  diHioguilh^ 
ed  from  each  other  by  thefe  appropriate  terroe,  we  find  no  iufficH 
ent  grounds  for  this  in  the  oldeft  writers ;  but  the  general  names  ia 
Xatioi /6^r/0|  mimus,jocuIator,mmi/lrmI/uSf  &tf.  in  Freoch,  menefirkr^  ««• 
nefirel,  jongleur  JugUur,  &c.  and  in  Engliih.  Jogeltwt^jugkr%  miitftn!,  and 
the  like,  feem  to  be  givien  them  indifcrimioately.  And  one  of  other  ol 
thefe  namei  feem  to  have  been  ibmecimes  applied  to  every  fpectes  of 
men^  whofe  bufinefs  it  was  to  enteitain  or  divert  (jocuiari)  wbetheir 
with  Poefy,  Singing,  Mafic,  or  Gefticulation>  finglyi  ^or.  With  a 
mixture  of  all  thefe<  Yet  as  all  men  of  this  fort  weftt  confidered  as 
belonging  to  one  Cbfs,  Order  or  Community,  (many  o£fthe>abovd 
arts  beiLig  fometimes  exercifed  by  the  fame  perfon)  they  had  ail  of 
them  doubtlefs  the  fa.mie  privileges,  and  it  equally  throws  light  upeii 
the  general  Uidoi  >  of  the  Profeflion  to  fhew  what  favour  or  en- 
couragement was  given,  i*.t  any  t>>^i  ticuiar.  period  of  time>  to  any 
one  branch  of  it.  I  have  not  therefore  thought  it  U^edful  to  in- 
quire, whether,  in  the  various  paifages  quoted  in  thefe' pages^  tho 
wore!  Mifijlrelf  &c-  is  always  to  be  uiiderftood  in  its  eXaA  and  pro- 
per meaning  of  a  Singer  to  the  Harp,  ice* 

That  mVnof  very  different  arts  ^nd  talents  wer^  inclnded  under 
the  common  name  of  Minstkels,  &c.  appears  from  a  variety  of 
authorities.  Thns  we  In-c  Mene/irejs  cie  Trompcs  and  Meneftnh  de 
Boucbe  in  the  Suppl.  to  Bu  Cange,  c.  1227.  and  it  appears  flill 
more  evident  from  an  old  Fi*ench  Rhymer;^  whom  1  ^all  quote  at 
large. 
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f  Le  Qgens  *  manda les  MxNXiTUiLt |-  *  Lm  Cm^m. 

ff  Etii  3ik%f  crier  entreelsy  f />^ 

<f  Qulla  meiUor  tniife  ||  faaioit  ||  Sonutti^  [k  gibe,  a  je4^ 

<<  Dire,  ne  faire«  qu'il  aaroU  (oi  flouting.] 

^  Sa  robe  d' efcarlare  nueve. 

ff  L'uusMeneftreisarautrermiy^ 

'^  Fere  fon  meilier^  tel  qo'il  (ol^ 

^  Li  uns  fet  I'yvre,  V  autre  fot  i  *  » 

^  Li  uns  chante.  li  autre  nete  | 

<<  £t  U  autres  dit  la  riot*  t 

<f  Etliautresla  jeDglerie:!:^  |  ytn^krit^  hl^!Ugt^  ^^^f^^^. 

^  CU  qui  feyent  de  jonglerie 

**  Vielenc  par  devant  le  Conteg 

f'  Aucuns  ja  qui  fabliaus  conte 

j^.  |1  i  oC  dit  mainte  rifi^e.*'  5cc« 

Fabliaux  et  Contes^  ianio«  Tonif  a.  p.  i6i« 

And  what  fpecies  o£  eotertaiQineiit  was  afforded  by  the  andeuit 
yuggleurs  we  learn  from  chefoUowiJDg  citation  from  an  old  roroanoa^ 
wntcen  in  lajo* 

^  Quand  les  tables  ofteesfureot. 
<'  Q'lljuggleun  in  pits  eftureut 
^  S'ont  viellesy  et  harpes  prifees 
**  Chanfons,  fons^  versy  et  reprlCei^ 
**  tt|f^«  chante  nosont,** 

Sir  J.  Hawkins,  II.  44.  from  Andr.  dn  Chene.  See  dfd  Tyt^ 
whitt's  Chaucer,  IV.  p.  299.  '    '         "  •     '        f 

All  the  before  mentioned  Sports  went  By  the  general  name  of 
jfyfi'nijiraiciaf  Mimftellormn  Ludicra,  &e.  *'  Chartaan.  1377,.  apud 
Rymer.  VII.  p.  160,  Pera6fo  auttm  frandi^  afcenekhat  ■  Dr  Rex  in 
cameramjiutm  cum  Pralatisf  Magastiiui  ^  Procerilms  fr^/iiSu  z  -^ 
deimeps  Mttgnatesy  Mih'fes  €s*  Domini,  aliique  Gtwr^fi  diem  illum^  uf\ 
^ue  ad  iempus  coenaey  in  trxpudiis,  cordis  €sf  ^olempnxbus 
MiNiSTRALCiis,  fra  g(Cii^».  fiiemfniiutii  illim  antHfittorunt"  (Ou 
Cange.  Glo(r.  773.)    [This  was  at  the  Coronation  of  K.  Ri« 

chard  II.] 

« 
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'  It  vris  ooifimon  foir  the  Minftrelsto  daace»  M  well  ai  to  harp  wti4 
fingy  (fee  above,  note  £.  p.  Ixii.)  thus  in  the  old  Romance  of  Tirante 
el  Blanco ;  Val.  151  z.  The  14th  Cap.  Lib.  a.  begins  thus,  E>effim 
^tt#  lat  Mefaxfuerwi  af^adas  vimenm  hs  Mimflriles  ;  y  delante  del  rey,  y 
de  ta  Reyna  dan^arm  un  rato :  y  deffues  truxerm  eofaciom.        , 

They  alfo  probablyi  among  their  other  fisats^  played  tricks  of 
flight  of  hand,  hence  the  word  JuoLia  came  to  fignify  a  per* 
former  of  Legerdemain ;  and  it  was  fometimes  ufed  in  this  fenfe 
(to  which  it  is  now  appropriated)  even  fo  early  as  the  time  of 
'  Chaucer,  who  in  his  Squire's  Tale,  (II.  xoS.)  fpealu  of  the  borfe 
ef  bra6j  as 
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Aa  appaf^oe  ymade  by  fom  msypke. 
As  JoGiLouas  plaicn  at  tliife  feftes  grets* 
See  alfo  the  Frere's  Tale,  L  p.  279.  ▼•  7049. 

(A  a.  1.)  **  Females  playing  on  the  Harp."]  Thus  Sn  the  oU 
Romance 'of  '^  Syr  Degore  (or  Degree/'  No,  %%,  IlL  p.  xli.)  we 
bave^  [Sign.  D.  Lj 

The  lady,  that  was  fo  faire  and  bright. 

Upon  her  bed  fhe  late  down  ryght ; 

She  harped  notes  fwete  and  fine. 

[Her  mayds  filled  a  piece  of  wine.] 

And  Syr  Degore,  (ate  him  doWne, 

For  to  bear  the  harpes  fowne.  ' 

•  ^ 

The  4th  line  being  omitted  in  the  pr.  copy  ts  fapplied  from  the 
felioMS.  *? 

.  In  the  <<  Sqayr  of  lowe  Degree"  (No.  24,  111.  p.  xlii*}  the  lung 
lays  to  his  daughter  [Sign.  D.  i.] 

Ye  were  wont  to  harpe  and  fyng. 
And  be  the  meryeft  in  chamber  comyng. 

In  the  «*  Carle  of  Carlifle,"  (No.  ro.  IlL  p:  xxxvii.)  we  have 
fhe  following  paffage.  [Folio  MS.  p.  451.  v.  2x7.] 


I  Downe  came  a  lady  faire  and  free, 


And  fett  her  on  the  Carles  knee : 

One  whiles  (hee  harped  another  whiles  fong. 

Both  of  paramours  and  louingeamongc. 


Aft 


FOREGOING  ESSAY.  xel 

And  in  the  Romance  of  **  Eger  and  Orime^  (Ko«  i%*  IXIt 
^  xxxviii.)  we  have  [Ibid.  p.  iti*  col.  i.]  in  Part  I.  v.  293. 

The  iadye  foyre  of  hew  and  byde 

Shee  fate  downe  by  the  bed  fide 

Sbee  laid  a  foutet  [pfaltry}  ypon  her  knee 

Theron  Ibee  plaid  full  lovefomdye. 

•  •  •  And  her  a  maydens  fweetlye  faoge* 

A  fimilar  pallage  occurs  in  Part.  IViV.  129.  (pag«  X36.}— -Bat 
tbefe  inftances  are  fufficient. 

(B  b.)  <<  A  charter  •  •  .  •  to  appoint  a  king  of  the  Minftiels."3 

IntiCled  Carta  Le  Rof  de  Miniftraulx,  (in  Latin  Hiftn'oms,  vid.  Plott. 
p.  437.)  A  copy  of  this  charter  is  printed  in  Mooaft.  Anglic  I. 
355»  and  in  Blounfs  Law  Didtion.  17 17.  (art.  Kibo.) 

That  this  was  a  moil  refpe^ble  officer  both  here^  and  on  the 
Continent,  will  appear  from  the  paflages  quoted  below,  and  therC'* 
fore  it  could  only  have  been  in  modern  times,  when  the  proper 
meaning  of  the  original  terms  Mifaflrauizysuad  Wftrionet^  was  forgot^ 
that  he  was  called  Kino  of  the  f  idlsrs  s  on  which  fubje^t  fee 
below  Note  (B  e.  a.) 

Concerning  the  Kino  of  the  Minstrels  we  have  the  IbU 
lowing  curious  paflages  collected  by  Du  Cange,  GlofS'IV.  773. 

''  Rex  Mzmistbllorvm;  fupremus  inter  Miniftelhti  de 
^'cnjus  munere,  poteftate  in  caeteros  Mitdftdlot  agit  Chart* 
*^  Henrid  IV.  Regis  Anglias  in  Monaft.  Anglicano,  torn.  I. 
**pag.  355.  Charta  originalis  an.  1338.    Je  Robert  CaverM 

**  Ry  des  Mm^reuh  du  Royaumi  de  Tratue,  Ali«ann.  I357.  &  (36a. 
"  CopiH  dUe  Breqvin  Roy  des  Meneftra  du  Royaume  de  Frattte.  Compu* 
'^^  turn  de  auxiliis  pre  redernptibne  Regis  Jnhannis,  ann.  1367. 
<<  Ptur  uae  Coueonnb  b'aegsnt  qu*H  donna  le  jwr  de  la  Ti^btdm 
^  au  Roy  des  MeneHrels, 

'*  Regeftum  Magnorum  Dierum  Trecenfiura  an.  12  96.  Super 
*9  qftod  Joannes  diStus  Chamdllons  Juglatary  cm  dominu*  Rex  perfias  li» 
M  fgras  tanquan  R e o  £ M  J u OL  a toru  u  in  civltate  Trecenfi  Magifie* 
'<  rium^yuglatorumf  ^emadmodum  fuae  flaceret  voluntatis  eoneejjerdti* 
Glofs.  c  1587. 

There  is  a  very  curious  paflage  in  Pafquier's  "  Recherches  de  la 
France"  Paris,  1633,  folio,  liv.  7.  ch.  5.  p.  6ir,  wherein  he  ap- 
pears to  be  at  a  lols  hew  to  account  for  the  title  of  La  Rot  afliimed . 
by  the  old  compofers  of  metrical  Romances;  in  one  of  whidi  the  au- 
thor expreffly  declares  himfelf  to  have  been  a  Minstrel.  The 
Solution  of  the  difficulty,  that  he  h&d  been  Le  Roy  des  Memftreh^ 
will  be  efteemed  more  probable  that  what  Pafquier  here  advances ; 
for  I  have  never  feen  the  title  of  'Brmce  given  to  a  Mioft<;p]^  &c. 

3  ,  fcil. 
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fbil.-^  A  nofi  vleux  Poettfs  •  •  •  comme .  .tuft  quHls  eoflSmt  ctr* 
«<  tain  jeux  de  prix  en  teurs  Poefics^  iU  .  t  .  hoporoient  du  nome, 
f'  tantorde  Roy,  tantot  de  Prince^  celuy  qni  avotfle  mieux  fai^* 
**  cprome  nous  voyons  entre  les  Acchers,  -ArbaleftierSp  &  Harque* 
*<  bttfiers  eftre  fait  le  femblable^  Ainfi  I'Autheur  du  Romaa 
f<  d'Oger  le  Danois^  s'appelle  Royl 

*'  Icy  endrciB  eft  cfl  Uvre  fneK 
^  §^i  des  enfant  Oger  eft  afpelUx 
«  Or  vueille  Diex  qu'i/foit  paracbevt% 
•*  En  tel  maniere  kejire  rien  fulft  hlamex 
'  **  Le  Roy  j^dam  [r.  Adenei\  hi  iVefi  rimiz,^ 
f  Et  en  colny'de  Cleomades, 
'*  Ce  Uvre  de  Chwnadet 
*'  Rinu-je  le  Ray  Adentt 
'*  Metuftre  au  hon  Due  Henry 

*  Mot  de  Roy,  quiferoittres-matappropri^  i  uo  Ministiiek» 

^  fi  d'ailleurs  on  ne  le  rapportolt  a  un  jeu  du  priz  :  £t  de  faidl  il 
^  femble  que  de  noftre  temps,  il  y  en  euft  encores  quelque  remar- 
^  qnes,  en  ce  que  le  mot  de  Jouincleur  s'eOant  par  fuccefiion 
**  de  temps  tourn^  en  batelage  nous  avons  veu  en  noftre  jeunefle  * 
*'  les  Jouingleurs  fe  tronver  a  certain  jour  tous  les  ans  en  la  ville 
**  de  Chauny  en  Picardte,  pour  faire  monftre  de  leur  roefti  ier  de« 
•*  vant  le  monde,  ^  qui  mieux.  Et  ce  que  j'en  dis  icy  n*eft  pat 
<'  pour  vilipender  ces  aiiciens  Rimeurs,  ainfi  pour  monftrer  qu'ii  n'y 
^  a  chofe  fi  belle  qui  ne  s'anpantifle  avec  le  temps." 

"Wc  fee  here  that  in  the  time  of  Pafquier  the  j>oor  Minstrel 
was  funk  into  as  low  eftimation  in  France,  as  he  was  then  or  after- 
wards in  England  :  but  by  his  apology  for  comparing  the  Jouxn- 
OLEVRs,  who  affembled  to  exercife  iheir  faculty,  in  his  youth,  to 
the  ancient  Rimeufs,  it  is  plain  they  exerted  their  (kill  in  rhyme. 

As  for  king  yfdenes,  or  yfdenexf  (whofe  name  in  the  firft  paffage 
aboye  Is  corruptly  printed  j^damt,)  he  is  reconled  in  the  **  BiMio- 
theque  des  Romans,  Amft.  1734."  limo.  VoT  I.  p.  232.  to  have 
compofed  the  two  Romances  in  verfe  above-mentioned,  and  a  tinrd 
intitled  T^  Roman  de  Bertin :  ?\L  three  being  preferred  in  a  MS. 
Written  abont  1270.  His  Bon  Due  Henrys  1  conceive  to  have 
been  Hem  y  Ouk,e  of  Brabant. 

(B  b.  2.)  **  king  of  the  M'nftrels,"  &c.]  See  Anftis's  Rcgiflcr  of 
the  Order  of  the  Garter,  II.  p.  3«3,  who  tells  us  **  The  Prcfulent 
**  or  Covernour  of  the  Minjiiels  had  the  like  dcnominatiou  of  Roy 
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^  in  Francei  and  Bargnndy :  and  in  England,  John  of  Gaunt  confti^ 
**  tuted  fuch  an  Officer  by  a  Patent ;  and  long  before  his  time 
**  payments  were  made  by  the  crown,  to  [a  J  King  of  th«  Mia*' 
*'  ftreis  by'E^w.  I.  Regi  Roberta  Minifiralh  Jcutiftta  ad  arma  omm»» 
*'  rantl  advadla  Regis  anm  ^to.  £Bibl.  Cotton.  Vcfpaf.  c.  16.  f,  3. J 
**  as  likewifc  [Libro  Garderob.  25.  E.  r*]  Minijlredlh  in  die  nuftia^ 
*'  rum  comitijfa  lldland  filia  Regis^  Regi  Pago,  Jobarmi  Vidvlaitri  &ftf« 
**  Morello  Regi,  ^c,  Druetto  Monthcmii  and  Jacketto  de  Scot,  Regibusp 
"  cuilibet  eorum  x/s,  Regi  Pagio  de  Koltan^aj  Sfc.  under  Ed.  I(* 
"  We  Ukewife  find  other  entries,  Re^  Roberto  et  aliis  MtnifrdJUs  fa* 
**  cientibui  Menijlralliai  \MiniJiraldas,  ^'\Juai  coratfi  Rege.  [BibL 
"  Cotton.  -Nero.  C.  8.  p.  84.  b.  Comp.'*  Garderob.]  That*  Kin|f 
•*  granted,  H^IIielmo  de  Morlee  diao  Roy  de  North,  MimftraJlo  Regit^ 
*'  domos  quae  fuerunt  Johannii  le  Boteler  dJifi  Roy  Bnmbaud.  [Pat.  do 
"  tcrr.  forisf^.  16.  E.  3.]."  He  adds  below,  (p.  304.)  a  fimilar 
inftance  of  a  Rex  Jughtorumy  and  that  the  **  King  of  the  Minftrcls** 
at  length  was  ftyled  in  France  Roy  de%  Fiohns,  (Furiciere  DiAion* 
Univerf.)  as  with  us  ''  King  of  th«  Fidlers,"  on  whkh  fubjedl  fe« 
Itolow^  not€  (£e.  2.) 

(Bb.  3.)    The  Statute  4  Hen.  IV.  (1402)  c.  £7.  runs  in  Che^s 
terms,  J/«m,  fur  efcbuir  flujieurs  lUfeaju  et  mijcbiefs  qont  adtfenuTi  de- 
vaunt,  ces  beures   en  la  terre  de  Gales  far  flufieurs    ffeftoun  Rymourif 
JMinfiralx  et  autres    Facabohdes,  ordeignez  eft  et  eftab/iz  qe  nul  ffyiout , 
Rymmtr  Minifiral'ne  Vt^cabond  f^t  aucunementfufienuz  en  la  -terre  de  Gales 
furfaire  kymortbai  ou  coillagefur  la  commune  foeple  il/oeques.     This  is 
among  the  fevere  laws  agiinfl  the  Welfh,  palled  during  the  refeat- 
mentoccafioned  by  the  outrages  committed  under  Owen  Glendonr  s 
and  as  the  XVelih  Bards  had  excited  their  countrymen  to  rebslUpn 
againCt  the  Enalifti  Government,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered,  that  the. 
a<:^  is  conceived  in  terms  of  the  utmoft  indignation  and  contempt 
againft  this  dafsof  men,  who  are  defcribed  as  Rymours,  Miniftralx^ 
which  are  apparently  here  ufed  as  only  fynonymous  terms  to  ex- 
prefs  the  Wellh  Bards  with  the  ufual  exuberance  of  our  A^of 
Parliament:  for  if  their  M.w^/'d/x' had  been  mere  muficians,  they 
"  would  not  have  required  the  vigilance  of  the  English  legiflatare  to 
fupprefs  •^hcm.     It  was  their  fongs  eKcitinjs:  their  countrymen  to  in- 
fgrrc^ion  which  produced  let  d/feafes  fs*  nafcbiefs  en  la  Terre  de  Galesm 
It  is  alfo  fnbmitted  to.  the  reader,  whether  the  fame  application 
of  the  termsdoesnoc  (\iU  more  dearly  appear  in  thecommifliou  iffutrd 
in  1.567,  and  printed  in  Evan  Evans's  Specimens  of  Wehh  Poetry, 
1764,  4to.  p.  v.  for  beftowing  the  Silver  Ha«f  on  *i  the  chief  of 
**  that  faculty.'*    For  after  fetcing  forth  **  that  vagrant  and  \^1« 
**  perfons,  n.iming  themfelves  Minjfrels,  Rytbmen,  and  Baris^  had 
*'  lately  grown  into  fuch  intolerable  multitude  witliinthe  Principa- 
«  lity  in  North  Wales,  that  notouiy  gentlemen  and^thers  by  their 
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^  thainelefs  difordert  are  oftentimes  difquieted  in  their  InbitatiosSj 
**  but  alfo  expert  Minfireb  vaAMufieiam  in  tMge  and  optynge  iherfStff 
*'  much  difcour»ged,  kc."  and  *'  bindred  [of]  livings  and  psefer- 
ment/'  &c.  it  appoints  a  time  and  place^  whereio  all  '*  perfons  that 
^  intend  to  maintain  their  living  by  name  or  colour  of  Minflrels, 
'*  Sjtimars,  or  Sardi*  within  5  ihires  of  H.  Walei,  ihall  appear 
<<  to  (how  thdr  learnings  accordingly,  &c"  And  the  commiifion- 
/«rs  are  require(U<>  admit  fucb  as  ftaU  be  found  worthy,  into  snd 
under  the  degrees  heretofore  in  ufe,  fo  that  they  may  *'  ufe,  exer- 
«  cife,  and  follow  the  fcieoces  and  £u;ulties  of  their  profeffions  ia 
**  fuch  decent  order  as  f^all  appertain  to  each  of  their  degrees." 
And  the  reft  are  to  return  to  fome  honeft  labour^  &c*  upon  paia 
to  be  taken  as  ilurdy  and  idle  v^igabonds,  &c* 

(Bb.  4.)  Holingfiied  traoflated  this  palTage  from  Tho>  de  Elm- 
ham's  «  Vita  et  Gefta  Heorici  V."  fcil.  So/i  Omnipettnti  Deo  ft  wUt 
viSorimm  hnputari  .  .  .  in  tantum,  quod  cant ua  defuo  triumpbofieriy  fern 
fft  C'ithartfiea  -uef  aluu  qucfcun^e  cantari  fenitus  freHhehato  [Edit* 
Hearnii.  1727*  p.  72.]  As  in  his  verfion  Holingflied  attributes  the 
BtAKiNOy  as  welt  as  singing  DitiestoMiNTsiLELSjitisplain,  he 
knew  that  men  of  this  profefiion  had  been  accuftomed  to  do  both. 

« 

(C  c.)  «  the  lEfoufliold  Book,**  &c.]    See  Seaion  V. 

*'  Of  the  Noumbre  of  all  my  lords  Servaunts." 
'<  Item,  MYNSTRA1.S  in  Houibold  ii>.  viz.  A  Taberet,  a  Luyte, 
<«  and  a  Rebecc."  [The  Rebeck  was  a  kind  ef  Fiddle  with  3  firings.] 

S6a.XLlV.  3. 
'*  Rewardes  to  his  lordfliip's  Servaunts,  &c."  ' 
**  Item,  My  lord  ufith  ande  accuilomith  to  gyf  yprly,  when  his 
**  lordfchipp  is  at  home»  tobis  Minstrallis  that  be  daily  m  his 
**  houfliold,  as  his  Tabret,  Lute,  ande  Rebeke,  upon  New  Yerefday 
^  in  the  momynge  wlien  they  do  play  at  my  lordis  chamber  dour 
**  for  hisLordfebip  and  my  Lady,  xx«  s.  Viz.  xiii.  s.  ilii.  d.  for  my 
''  Lord ;  and  vi.  s.  viii.  d.  for  my  Lady,  if  fche  be  at  my  lords  fyn- 
**  dynge^  and  not  at  hir  owen ;  And  for  playing  at  my  lordis  Sone 
^*  and  Heire'^  chamber  doure,  the  lord  Percy,  ii.  s.  And  for  playioge 
<<  at  the  chamlMsr  doures  of  my  lords  Yonger  Sonnes,  my  yonge 
*'  maftersj  after  viiL  d.  the  pece  for  eveiy  of  ibem.— 'XXiii.  u 
**  iiii.  d." 

Sea.  XLIV.i. 

**  Rewards  to  be  geven  to  Grangers,  as  Players, 

'*  Myndrails,  or  any  other,  &c 

^'Furft,  my  lorde  ufith  and  accuAomyth  to  glf  to  the  Kings 

««Jt7ole«;  .  .  ..   when  they  cuftoroe  te  come  unto  hym  yerly, 

**  vi.  s.  viii.  d. 

•'Item, 
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.^  **  Item,  my  lordenfith  and  aecuflomyth  to  gif  yerely  to  the  kings' 
^or  queenes  BearWarde^  if  they  haveone^  whea  they  cuftdm  to 
«*  come  unto  hym  yerly,— vi.  8.  viii.'  d. 

<<  Icera>  my  lorde  uTith  and  accultomyth  to  gyfe  yerly  to  every 
'<  Eries  Mynstksliisi  when  they  coilome  to  come  to  hym 
*'  yerely,  iii.  s.  iiii.  d.  And  if  they  come  to  my  lordc  feldome,  onei 
'Mn  ii  or  iii  yeres»than  vi.«.  viif.  d. 

*^  Item,  my  lorde  uiith  and  accuftomedeth  to  glfe  yerely  to  ati 
**  Eris  Mtkst  RALLS,  if  he  be  his  fpeciall'  lorde,  friedde^  or  kynf* 
*'  man>  if  they  come  yerely  to  his  lordfchip  .  •  .  •  .  And,  if  the/ 

<'  come  to  my  '  lord '  feldome,  ones  in  ii  or  iii  years  ••••*' 

*•      *        *        ♦   ■    ♦       •» 

'^  Item,  my  lorde  ufith  and  accuftomyth  to  gyf  yerely  a  I>ookes 
**  or  Erlis  Trvmpetts,  if  ^ey  come  vi  together  to  his  lordfchipp^ 
^<  viz.  if  they  come  yerly^  vu  s.  viii.  d.  And,  if  they  come  but  in  ii 
*<  oriii  yeres,  than  x.  s. 

**  Item,  my  lorde  nfith  and  accuflometh  to  gi(e  yerly,  When  liif 
**  lordfchip  is  at  home^  to  gyf  to  the  Kyngs  Shawmes,  when  they 
<<  com  to  my  lorde  yerely,  x.  s/' 

«       ♦       «       «       « 

I  cannot  condnde  this  note  withont  ob(bnring  that  in  this  ename« 
ration,  the  family  MiNSTB.sLsfeemtohave  been  Muficians  only, 
and  yet  both  the  earl's  Tkumpbts  and  the  king's  Sbawmis,  are 
evidently  diftingniihed  from  the  earl's  Mihstrils,  and  the  king's 
Ju  o  LEK  :  Now  we  find  Ju%gltrt  ftill  coupled  with  fifwt  in  Bark* 
lay's  Egloges,  circ.  1514.    (Wartoa  II.  254^) 

(Cc.  1.)  The  honours  and  Rewards  conferred  on  Minftrels,  Uti 
in  the  middle  ages,  wereexceffive,  2&  will  he  feen  by  many  inftan- 
ces  in  thefe  Volumes  i  r.  Note  E.  F.  &c.  But  more  particularly 
with  regard  to  £»gli(h  Mioftrels,  &c.  See  T.  Warton's  Hift.  of 
Eog.  Poetcy .  !•  p.  89«-9t.  116.,  Sec.  II.  105,  xo6. 154.  &c.  Dr. 
Barney's  Hift.  of  Mofic.  II.  p.  316— 319.  397«— 399-  4*7.428.-^ 

On  this  head,  it  may  be  fufficient  to  add  the  following  pafiago 
from  the Flsta. Lib.  a*  c  23.  Ofpici'um Elbmosikarij  tft ,.  , 
£guos  re/iffosf  Robot,  Tecummn,  et  alia  ad  Elfmofinam'  largiter  ncipert 
et  filelitur  difirlhuere  \  debet  etiam  Regem  fiper  Elemofifue  largithne 
crd^ris  fummonitionibm^imtdare  &  frdecifiu  diebus  fan&ontm,  et  rogar$ 
ne  Robas  fuas  ^u^  magni  funt  f>rec/j  HiSTBHoiilBUi,  B/andi'totiitap 
AcbilatorihtiSj  AccuJat^ribuSf  v</ MsNSSTKALLit,  fed  ad  Elemofinet 
ftue  ineremtntum  jubeat  Urgiru  £t  in  c  7a.  "  Mtnifirailip  vei  Mda* 
tQris,** 

(D  d)  '^  A  fpecies  of  men  who  did  not  fmg,  &c"]|  It  appears 
fcom  the  paifage  of  Erafmus  here  referred  to,  that  there  ftill  exifted 
in  England  of  that  fpeciei  of  JtngUurt  ofMiNtiRSLs,  whoni  the 
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Yrtnch  called  !?y  the  piiailiar  name  pf  Co/tteo/^rs,  or  Reciters  !• 
profe :  It  Is  in  his  Ecaefia/les,  where  be  is  fpeaking  of  fiich  Piea- 
cbersy  as  imitated  the  Tpoe  of  Beggars  or  Mountebanks :— <<  ^piJ 
An^tii  efi  fimh  genus  bomimtrrif  qucdes  apuH  ItdJ&s  funt  Circulatom 
,  fMonatebaoksJ  (U  quibus  meJq  di&uifi  e/l  \  qui  irruptfunt  in  convivta 
MA9NATt7M,  aut  /n  CauP'onas  VinaRIAs;  et  arfwmntum  ali-^ 
fkodf  quod  edidicerunty  recitantj  puta  mortem  omnibus  dominarif  aut  lau» 
dem  matrimonii*  Sed  quoniam  ea  /i(tgua  monofy/iabis  fere  con&at^  quern^ 
mdmodum  Gtrmamca  ;  atque  Hit  [fc  tr.is  peculiar  fpecies  of  RecitersJ 
Jhidio  vitaht  cantiam,  nobis  (fc-  £rafmu$,  who  did  not  underftand  a 
word  of  Efigliih)  latrare  videntur  verity  quaif  loqui"  Opera,  Tom* 
V.  c.  958.  (Jortin.  Vol.  £•  p«  193.)  As  Erafmus  wa&  correcting  l\jB 
^  vice  of  preachers,  it  was  more  to  his  point  to  bring  an  inftance 
irotn  the  Moral  Reciters  of  Profej  than  from  Chanters  of  Rhime; 
thoQghthelatter  would' probably  be  morepopular^  and  thereforo 
note  .common. 

(£e.)  This  Chara6ler  is  fiippofed  ta  have  been  fugf^fted  hf  def« 
crtptions  of  MinArels  ift  the  romance  of  Morte  Arthur  \  hot  none,  ic 
ieems,  have  been  founds  which  cbme  nearer  to  it  than  the  follow- 
ing, which  I  ttuil  produce,  not  only  that  the  reader  may  judge  ol 
the  refemblanoe^  but  ta  ihew,  how  nearly  the  idea  of  the  min- 
strel character:  g»yen  in  this  Eflay  corrdfponds  with  that  of  ouf 
old  writers. 

Sir  Lancelot  having  been  affronted  by.  a  threatening  abofive  let- 
ter, uhich  Mark  king  of  Comwal  had  fent  to  Queen  GueneTer« 
,  wherein  he  "  fpakc  ihame  by  her,  and  Sir  Lancelot'*  is  comforted 
by*  a  knight,  named  Sir  Dii)adan,  who  tells  him  '*  I  will  make  a 
'<  LAY  for  him,  and  when  it  is  made,  lihallmakean  HAt.pEt.  to 
^  fmg  it  before  him.  So  anon  he  went  and  made  it,  a«d  taught  it 
''  an  Harper,  that  fiyght  Elyot ;  and  when  hee  could  it,  He« 
*^  taught  it  to  many  .Harpers.  And  fo  »  .  .  the  Harpers  went. 
**  ftraight  unto  Wales  and  Cornwaile  to  fmg  the  Lay  .  .  .  which 
'<  was  the  word  Lay  that  ever  Harper  fiftig  with  Harpe^  or  with 
<<  any  other  inftrument.  And  [at  a]  great  feaft  that  king  Marke 
'f  made  for  joy  of  [aj  vi^lorie  which  hee  had,  .  .  .  came  Eliot  the 
'*  Harper;  .  .  .  and  becaufe  he  was  a  curious  Harper,  men -heard 
«  him  fmg^  the  fame  Lay  that  Sir  Dinadan  bad  made,  the  which 
«<  fpake  the  moft  vilanie  by  king  Marke  of  his  treafon,  that  ever 
*<  man  heard..  When  the  Harper  had  fung  his  fong  to  the  end, 
«  king  Marke  ^as  wondcrous  wroth  with  him,  and  faid.  Thou 
<«  Harper,  how  durft  thou  be.  fo  bold  to  fmg  this  Song  before  me  ? 
«  Sir,  faid  Eliot,  wit  you  well  I  am  a  Minstrbll,  and  1  muft 
«  doe,  as  I  am  commanded  of  thefe  Lords  that  /  bear  the  armes  of, 
"  And  Sir  ing,  wic  you  well  that  Sir  Dinadan  a  knight  of  tho 
«  Round  Table  made  ihis  Song,  and  he  made  me  to  fing  it  before 

*'yo» 
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^'  ytSa,  Thou  £aieft  well,  faid  king  Marke,  I  charge  thee  thaf 
**  thou  hie  thee  faft  out  of  ray  fight.  So  the  Harper  departdd>  ^k,** 
[Part  II.  c.  113.  Bd.  1634.  See  alfo  Part  lit.  c.  5.] 

(£  e  s).  <^  This  art  Cetaki  to  have  put  ah  end  td  the  profeT*^ 
lioo/'  S&c.]  Although  I-  conceive  that  the  character  ceafed  to  ex« 
ifty  yet  the  apiieUation  might  be  cbntinued,  and  applied  to  Fidjers^ 
or  other  common  MuficisUis :  which  will  account  for  the  miftakes 
•I  Sir  Peter  Leicelter,  or  other  modern  writers.  (See  his  HiftcN 
fical  Antiquities  of  Cheihire,  1^73.  p.  i^i.) 

In  this  feofe  it  is  ufed  in.  an  ordinance  in  the  times  of  Cromwell 
(1656).  MTh^e'm  it  is  enabled  that  if  any  of  the  ^*  perfons  com-* 
**  monly  called  Fid le&s  or  Minstesls  ih^  at  any  time  be  taken 
'<  playimg,  iidling,  and  making  mufic  in  any  Inn,  Ale^houfe,  or 
<*  Tavern  or  fliall  be  taken  proffering  themfelvtS,  ordefiriig,  or 
**  iotreating  any . .  .to  hear  them  play  or  make  mnfic  in  any  of  the 
«« places  aforefaid;^'  they  are  to  be  '*  ailjiidgefl  and  declared  to  b« 
^'rQgues>  vagabonds,  and  ilurdy  beggars." 

T^is  will  alfo  account  why  John  of  Gannt^s  Kino  or  thi  Mtn* 
ftTKELS,  at  length  come  to  be  ^led,  like  Le  JUy  de*  VttJms  in  France 
(v.  Note  B  h.  2.)  KiNo  of  thb  FIdlbrs.  See  the  common  ballad 
intitled  **  The  Pedigree,  Education,  and  Marriage  of  Robinbood 
'^  with  Clorinda,  qoeen  of  Tutbury  Feail :"  which  though  pre- 
fixed to  the  modem  collection  on  that  fubjedl  *  feems  of  much- 
later  date  than  moft  of  the  others ;  for  the  writer  appears  to  be  to- 
tally ignorant  of  all  the  old  traditions  concerning  this  celebrated  . 
Outlaw,  and  has  given  him  a  v^ry  elegant  bride  inftead  of  his  old 
lM>tBd  Lemman  **  Maid  Marian  :*'  Who  together  with  his  chap- 
lain **  Frier  Tuck,"  were  bis  favourite  companiods,  and  probably 
on  that  account  figured  in  the  old  Morice  Dance,  as  may  be  ieen 


«  Of  the  i4  fongs  in  what  is  ndw  called  '<  Robin  Hood's  Gar« 
land/'  many  are  fo  modem  as  not  to  be  foand  in  Pepys's  collection 
completed  only  in  1700.  In  the  folio  MS.  (defcribed  in  p.  xiii.) 
are  ancient  fragments  of  the  following,  viz.«— Robin  Hood  and  the 
Beggar* — Robin  Hood  and  the  Butcher.— Robin  Hood  and  Fryer 
Tucke.— *R6bin  Hood  and  the  Pindar.-^Robin  Hood  and  Queen 
Catharine,  in  %  parts. — Little  John  and  the  four  Beggars,  and 
«  Robine  Hoode  his  Death."  This  laft,.  which  is  very  curious, 
^as  no  refemblance  to  any  that  have  been  publiihed ;  and  the  others 
su*e  extremely  different  from  the  printed  copies ;  but  they  unfor- 
feiinately  are  in  the  begitkmng  of  the  MS.  where  half  •f  every  lea£ 
hath  been  torn  away« 

Vol.,  I,  f  •>! 
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Vy  lh«  enKraviDg  in  Mr.  Steeveoi's  and  Mr.  Malone's  Editions  of 
Sliakefpeare  i  by  whom  (he  is  mentioned|  I.  Hen.  4.  Aft  3.  fc.  3* 
(See  alfo  Warton  I.  24^.  II.  237.)  Whereas  from  this  baUad's  con- 
cluding with  an  exhortation  to  "  pray  for  the  kitig/'  and  *'  that 
he  may  get  children/'  &c.  it  is  evidently  pofterior  to  the  reign  of 
Qiieen  Eliznbeth,  and  can  fcarce  be  older  than  the  reign  of  K. 
Charles  I.  for  K.  James  f.  had  no  iffae  after  his  accellioa  to  the 
throne  of  England.  It  may  eyen  have  been  wriOeo  finee  the  ref« 
toration,  and  only  exprefs  the  wilhes  of  the  nation  for  iflioe  on  the 
tparriage  of  their  fayourite  K.  Charles  11,  on  hts  marriage  with  tbo 
Infanta  of  Portugal.  I  thinlL  it  is  not  found  in  the  Pepys  coUec* 
tioa. 

(F  f.)  «  Diftorical  Song,  or  Ballad.*']  The  EngliOi  word  Bal- 
lad is  evidentiy  from  the  French  Balade,  as  the  latter  is  from  tho 
Italian  Ballata  \  which  the  Crufca  Diftionary  defines,  Ganxone,  cbs 
fi  canta  Btdlando^  **  A  Song,  which  is  fung  during  a  Dance."  S0 
Dr.  Burney,  [11.342.]  who  refers  to  a  collection  of  f «//«//«  pub* 
lilhed  by  Gaftaldir,and  printed  at  Antwerp  in  1596-  [lU.  226.] 

But  the  word  appears  to  have  had  an  earlier  origin  t  for  in  tb« 
«lec)ine  of  the  Roman  Empire,  thefe  trivial  fongs  were  called  Bed" 
iiftea  vcASaltatiuncidae,  Balliji^mj  Salmafius  {iays^  is  properly^<i//^/«nb 
^r.  B«XX(r((<>v.  ''  0,1:9  7«  fiaXXt^w  .  .  .  BuKkifia  fal/atio  .  .  .  Bal*  . 
**  liAyim  igitur  eji  quod  vuigo  voctumts  BalUt  \  nam  indt  deduSfa  vote 
«(  fiofira,"  Salmaf.  Not.  in  Hift.  Ang.  Scriptores  VI.  p.  349. 

In  the  life  of  the  Emperor  Anrelian  by  FL  Vopifcus  may  be  feen 
two  of  thefe  Sal/^ea,  as  fung  by  the  boys  (kipping  and  dancing,  tm 
account  of  a  great  (laughter  maiie  by  the  Emperor  with  kis  ow» 
hand  in  the  Sarraatic  War.    The  firft  1$, 

JMiUe,  milU,  mWe  decol/avimus, 
'  Unus  btmo  milk  deccllenjimui^ 
iAHle  vivaty  qui  miiU  ocddit* 

Tantum  vini  babei  fuma  1 

^aniumfuMtfatiguiniu 
1^  other  was 

Mille  SurmatMty  milU  Tramn 
Smel  ^Jemd  occidirmtt, 
MilU  Ptrfoi  quetrimusm 

Sa'amfius  (in  Log.)  (hows  that  the  trivial  Poets  of  that  time  wert 

won;  to  form  their  metre  of  Trochaic  TetrameUv  Cataleaics,  di- 
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vided  into  difticks.  [Ibid.  p.  350.]  This  becoming  the  Metnr  oC 
tbe  Hymns  in  the  church  fervice,  to  which  .the  monks  at  length 
^pei'fidded  rhyming  terminations,  was  the  origin  of  the  common 
Trochaic  Metre  in  the  modem  languages.  This  obfervatiou  I  owt 
to  the  learned  author  of  Irifh  Antiquities^  4to. 

(F  f.  2.)  "  Little  Mifccllanies  named  Garlands,  &c."]  In  the 
Pepyfian  and  other  libraries,  are  prefer ved  a  great  number  of  thefe 
in  black  letter,  lamo.^  under  the  following  quaint  and  afTedled  ti^ 
ties,  viz.  .    ^  ' 

I.  A  Crowne  Garland  of  Goulden  Rofes  gathered  out  of  Eng- 
land's Royal  Garden,  &c.  by  Richard  Johnfon,  161*.  [In  the  Bot?- 
leyan  Library.] — 2.  The  Golden  Garland  of  Princely  Dellglit.— 
—3:  The  Garland  of  Good- will,  by  T.  D.  1611.  —4.  The  Royal  Gar- 
land of  Love  and  delight,  by  T.  D.— 5.  The  Garland  of  Delight, 
<cc,<by  Tho.  Delone.— 6.  The  Garland  of  Love  and  mirth,  by 'Tho- 
mas Lanfier. — 7.  Cupid's  Garland  fet  round  with  Ouilded  Rofes.-— 
8.  The  Garland  of  Withered  Rofes,  by  Martin  Parker,  16^6. — 9. 
The  Shepherd's  Garland  of  Love>  Loyalty,  &c.— jo.  The  Country 
Garlaud.-— I  r.  The  Golden  Garland  of  Mirth  and  Merriment.— 
12.  The  Lover's  Garlatk!.— 13.  Neptune's  fair  Garland- — 14.  Engi 
land's  fair  Garland.— 15.  Robin  Hood's  Garland. — 16.  The  Mai- 
den's Garland. —1 7.  ^  Loyal  Garland  of  Mirth  and  Paftime.— 
—18.  A  Royal  Garland  of  New  Songs. — 19.  The  Jovial  Garlahd, 
Sth.  Edit.  1691.— &c.  &c.  Sec, 

This  ifort  of  petty  publications  had  anciently  the  name  of  PeN-rrr- 
Mbkkiments  :  as  little  religious  trails  of  the  famefize  were  cal- 
led Penny  Godlinesses  :  In  the  Pepyfun  Library  are  multi- 
tudes of  both  kinds. 

(G  g.)  *'  The  term  Minstrel  was  not  confined  to  a  meer 
Mufician  in  this  country  any  more  than  on  the  Continent."]  The 
difc\il&on  of  the  queftion,  Whether  the  term  Minstrel  was  ap- 
plied in  England  to  Singers  and  Compofers  of  Songs^  &c.  or  con- 
fined to  the  performers  on  mufical  indruments,  was  properly  re* 
ferved  for  this  place,  becaufe  much  light  hath  already  been  thrown 
upon  the  fubje^  in  the  preceding  Notes^  to  which  it  will  be  fuffi- 
eient  to  rt/er  the  Reader. 

That  on  the  Continent  the  Minstrel  was  underftood  not  to  bt 
a  meer  Mufician  but  a  Singer  of  Verfes,  hath  been  fliown  in  Notes 
B.  C.  R.  Aa.  &c.  *•  And  that  hewas  alfo  a  Maker  of  them  is  evident 

from 

»  • 

*  That  the  French  Mintlrel  was  a  Singer  and  Compofer,  Uc, 
appears  from  many  paffiges  tranflated  by  ^f.  Le  Ga  and,  in  **  Fa« 
<<Uiaux  on  Coxites/' &c.  fee  Tom.  I.  p.  37t  47.  II.  306.  313-  ^ 

g  a  f«q*i» 
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firom  tht  paflage  in  (C  p.  lix.)  whero  the  moft  noted  Homaocef 
are  faid  to  be  of  ttM  compofition  of  ihefe  men.  And  in  (B  b.} 
p.  xcUt  we  .have  the  Titles  of  fome  of  which  a  Minftrel  was 
the  aathoTy  who  lias  himfetf  M  his  name  upon  record. 

The  old  Eogliih  naoMft  for  one  of  this  profeffion  were  GlbIt- 
iiAsr^y  JooELBx  ft  and  latterly  MinstkBl  ;  not  to  mentioa 
Hakpeki&c.  In  French  he  was  called  JomgUur  or  Ju^ur^  Me^ 
nefirel  or  MmeftrierX.  The  writers  of  the  middle  ages,  exprefleA 
the  chara^er  in  Latin  bf  the  words  yocuUtor^  Mimiisg  Hifirio,  Mi-* 
lUfireBus^  &c.  Thefe  tennsy  however  modern  critics  may  endeavoar 
to  diiliogaiflii  and  apply  them  to  different  dafles,  and  although 
they  may  be  fometimes  mentiooed  as  if  they  were  diftinA,  I 
cannot  find  after  a  very  ftri^l  refearch  to  have  had  any  fettled 
sppropriate  difffreocey  but  they  appear  to  have  been  ufed  indif- 
criminately  by  the  oldeft  vifriters,  dTpedally  in  England ;  where  the 
snoft  general  and  comprelMoiive  name  was  latterly  MiNST&iLy 
Lat.  Miiufirellus,  Ice 

Thus  Joadator  (Eng.  Jogdery  or  Juglar)  is  ufed  as  fynonymoof 
to  Qthari&a  (Note  K.  p.  Ixxi.)  and  to  Cantor  (p.  bcxiL)  and  to  Mik« 
trail,  (vid.  infra  p.  ci.)  We  have  alfo  pohtive  proof  of  that  the 
iubjeft  of  his  fongs  were  Geftes  and  Romantic  Tales  (V  a.  Note.) 

So  h/Smm  is  ufed  as  fynonymous  to  Jocuktor  (M.  p.  Ixxiii.)  H« 
was  rewarded  for  bis  finging  (N.  p.  Ixxiv.)  and  he  both  fang,  harped, 
and  dealt  in  that  fport  (T.  2.)  which  is  elfewhere  called  An  JwtU^ 
t9ria  (M  ubi  fupnu) 

Again  Hifirh  is  alio  proved  to  have  been  a  finger  (2L  p.  IxBcvu.! 
and  to  have  gained  rewards  by  his  Verba  Joadatwria  (£•  p.  Ixi^ 
And  Hiftriorus  is  the  term  by  which  the  Fr.  word  hRtdftnutbchtagA 
Cneqoently  rendered  into  Latin.  (W.  p.  IxxxiV'  B  b.  p.  SDci.  &c) 

The  fadt  therefore  is  fafficiendy  eilablilhed  that  this  orderof  nsea 
were  in  England,  as  well  as  on  the  Cootinent,  SiNOEas :  fo  that 
It  only  becomes  a  £fpnte  about  words,  whether  here  under  the  mor^ 
general  name  of  Minst  rels,  they  are  defcribed  as  having  sung. 

Bat  in  proof  of  this  we  have  only  to  turn  to  fo  common  a  booky 
as  T.  Wartok's  Hiftory  of  Eng.  Poetry :  where  we  ihall  find  cx- 
traAed  from  Records  the  following  inftances. 


feqq.  III.  266.  &c^  Yet  this  writer,  like  other  French  Critics,  en- 
deavours  to  reduce  to  diftindt  and  feparate  clafles  Che  men  of  this 
profeffion,  under  the  precife  names  of  FM'er,  Conteurf  Menetrieff 
Mtnefirely  and  Jongkur,  (Tom.  I.  Pref.  p.  xcviii.)  whereas  his  own 
Tales  confute  all  thefe  nice  dillindlions,  or  prove  at  leaft  that  the 
title  of  Menetrier  or  Miaftrel  was  applied  to  them  all. 

*  See  pag.  Ixvi.    f  Sec  pag.  Ixxijj^    %  See  p.  xx^ij  Note* 
5  Ex 
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£x  Regiftr.  PrioitK.  S.  S within  Winton.  (ftib  inno  1374-)  Tn 
JeJU  Attvym  "EfL  »  -'  Et  durante  fietemcia  in  Aula  Conventus  fix 
sciNiSTRALLi,  omt  quatuoT  ciTHARiSAT«KlBUSy  fociehant  Mi« 
Iliftralciasy</af.  Etfojicenamf  in  magna  camera  arcuata  dom.  prion's 
caotabant  idem  Geftum  in  qua  Canurafufpendd>aturp  ut  moris  efty  magr 
num  dorfale  Prioris  habens  pi&uras  trium  Regum  Colein,  Feniehant  au^ 
fern  <£rV?/ JocuLATOR£S  a  Cafieilo  damini  Regis  &  ex  familia  Epi.  (vol. 
If.  p.  174).  Here  the  Minftrels  and  Harpers  are  exprelTly  called  ^ 
^ocu/atcres,  and  as  the  Harpers  bad  Muilcal  InftrumentS)  ttue  Sing- 
ing mnft  haye  been  by  Che  Minftrels,  or  by  both  conjointly. 

For  that  Minftrels  fang  we  hive  undeniable  proof  ia  the  fol- 
lowing entry  in  the'  Accompt  Roll  of  the  Priory  of  Bicefter,  in 
Qxfordthire.  (under  the  year  1432.)  Dat,  Sex  Min  i  s  t  r a l li s  de 
B%kyngbam  cantantibns  in  rcfeStario  Martyrium  Septem  Domientrium 
hfifto  Ept^bamtf  iv.  s,     (Vol.  il  p.  175.} 

In  like  manner  oar  old  Englifli  writers  abound  with  paflages 
wherein  the  Minstcki.  is  reprel'ected  as  Singing.  To  mentioa 
only  a  few : 

In  the  old  Romance  pf  Emar/(}Jo.  15.  voL  iiL  p.  xxxtx)  which 
fipDin  the  obfoleteneis  of  the  ftile,  the  nakednefs  of  the  ftory,  the 
barrenneiis  of  incidents,  and  fome  other  particulars  1  ihoald  judg^i 
to  be  next  in  point  of  time  to  Horncbild,  we  have^ 
— **  I  have  herd  Menilrelles  fyng  yn  fawe." 

Stanza  ty. 

la  a  Poem  of  Adam  Davie,  (who  flourished  about  1312)  wf 
baV9  tbii  Diftich, 

**  Mbrry  it  is  in  halle  to  here  the  barpe, 

**  The  Minftrcllcsfynge,  the  Jogelours  carpe." 

T.  Warton.  I.  p.  ia^« 

So  Willinm  of  NaiTyngton  (circ.  1480)  as  quoted  by  Mr. 
Tyrwhitt,  (Chaucer  IV.  319.) 

-—  **  I  will  ms^ke  no  vain  carpinge 

<'  Of  dedes  of  arrays  ne  of  amours 

^'  As  dus  Mynilrelfes  and  Jeflours  [Gedoors] 

^*  That  makys  carpinge  in  many  a  place 

4<  Cf  06Uviane  and  Ifembrafe, 

<<  And  of  many  other  Jeftes  [Geftes] 

*^  And  namely  whan  they  come  to  feftes  * ; 

See 

^  The  fondnefs  of  the  Englifliy  (even  the  moft  illiterate)  to 
hear  Tales  aad  tdmss,  ie  much  dwelt  on  by  Rob.  46  Brunne,  in 
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See  alfo  the  Defcription  of  the  Minftrel  in  Note  E.  from  Mor^ 
y^rttur,  Which  appears  to  have  been  compiled  about  the  time 
of  this  laft  writer.  (See  T.  Warton.  II.  235.) 

By  proving  that  Minftrels  were  Singers  of  the  old  Romantic 
Songs  and  Cedes,  &c.  we  have  in  effe£t  proved  them  to  have 
been  the  Makers  at  leaft  of  fome  of  them.  For  the  Names  of 
their  Authors  being  not  prefcrved,  to  whom  can  we  fo  probabl/ 
Efcribc  the  compofition  of  many  of  thefe  old  jnopular  rhimes,  as  to 
the  men,  who  devoted  all  their  time  anJ  talents  to  the  recitatioa  ^ 
of  them  :  efpecially  as  in  the  rhimes  themfelves  Mindrels  are  often 
reprefented,  as  the  Makers  or  Compofers. 

f  hus  in  the  oldeftof  all,  J/or«-(7i6/7f/havingaffnmcd  the  charadler 
of  a  Harper  or  Jogeler,  is  in  confcquence  faid  (fcv  9*-)  to  have 
**  made  Rymenild  [his  miftrefs]   a  lay." 

In  the  old  Rpmai^ce  •(  Emar-,  we  have  this  exhortation  to 
MinAre^,  as  compofers,  otherwife  they  could  not  have  been  aC 
liberty  to  chufe  their  fubjedts.  (ft.  i.) 

"  MenftrcUes  that  walken  fer  and  wydc 
«  Her  and  ther  in  every  a  fyde 

**  In  mony  a  dy  verfe  londe 
"  Sholde  ut  her  bygynnyng 
*'  Speke  of  that  ryghtwes  kyng 

<f  That  made  both  /ee  and  fonde."  &c. 

And  in  the  old  Song  or  Gefte  of  Guy  and  Colbronde  (No.  4« 
▼ol.  iii.  p.  xxxiv.)  ti.e  Minftrel  thus  fpeaks  of  himfelf  ia  tlj^ 
jirft  perfon. 

''  When  meate  and  drinke  is  great  plentyc 
"  Then  lords  and  ladyes  ftill  wil  bo 

*'  And  fitt  aiid  folace  lythe  v  "   ^ 
'*  Then  itt  is  time  for  mie  to  fpeake 
"  01  keene  knights  and  kempes  great 

•'  Such  carping  for  to  kythe.'* 

•     We  have  fecn  already  that  the  Welih  Bards,  w^o  were  undoubC- 
ojly  compofers  of  the  fi-ngs  they  chanted  to  the  Harpj'^could  not 
be  diftiiiguilhed  by  our  legiflators  from  our  own  Rimers,  Min* 
^reh\  (vid,  Note  $  b.  3.  p,  xliii.) 


1330.  (Warton.  1.  p.  59- ^5- 75-)  All  Rimes  were  then  fong  to 
thehai'p:  even  Troilus  and  CrefTeide,  though  almoft  as  long  as 
the  ^vieid,  wft?  tQ  bQ  *<  redde  •  •  .  or  cifc  fongc."  I,  uU.  (War* 

ton,  1.388, 

An4 
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And  that  the  Provencal  Troubadwr  of  our  King  Richard,  who 
is  called  by  M.  Fa  vine  Jongleur  ^  and  by  M.  Fauchct  Mw^/-*?/,  is 
by  the  old  Englilh  Tranflator  termed  a  rimer  or  minstrel, 
when  he  is  mentioning  the  fadt  of  his  compofing  fome  rcrfes : 
(p.  xxxiii.) 

And'laOly  that  Hqlinfhed,  tranflating  the  prohibition  of  K. 
Henry  V,  forbidding  any  fongs  to  be  compofcd  on  his  Victory,  or 
toJ>e  fung  by  Harpers  or  others,  roundly  gives  it,  he  would  not 
permit  "  any  ditties  to  be  made  and  fiuig  by  Miuftrels  on  his 
glorious  Vidory"  &c.  (vid.  p.  xliv.  and  Note  B  b.  4.) 

Now  that  this  order  of  Men  at  firft  called  Glsi msk,  then  Juc^ 
LERs,  and  afterwards  more  generally  Mikstrels,  exifted  here 
from  the  Conqueft,  who  entertained  their  hearers  with  chanting 
to  the  harp  or  other  inftruments  Songs  and  Tales  of  Chivalry,  or 
as  they  were  called  Gests  *  and  Romances  in  verfe  in  the  Englilh 
Language,  is  proved  by  the  exiftence  of  the  very  compofitjons,  they 
fo  chanted,  which  are  f^ill  preferved  in  great  abundance  and  exhi- 
bit a  regular  feries  from  the  time  our  language  was  almoU  Saxon^ 
till  after  its  improvements  in  the  age  of  Chaucer,  who  enumerates 
many  of  them.  And  as  the  Norman  French  was  in  the  time  of 
this  Bard  AiM  the  Courtly  language,  it  ihows  that  the  Englilh 
was  not  thereby  excluded  from  affording  entertainment  to 
our  Nobility,  who  are  fo  often  addreffed  therein  by  the  title  of 
Lordingi :  and  fometimes  more  pofitively  "  Lords  and  Ladies." 
(p.  cii.) 

And  tho'  many  of  thefe  were  tranflated  from  the  French,  others 
are  evidently  of  Englilh  origin  f  which  appear  in  their  turns  (o  have 
afforded  Verfions  into  that  language  j  a  fnScient  proof  of  that  in- 
tercommunity between  the  French  and  Englilh  Minftrels,  which 


■*>► 


*  Gests  at  length  came  to  fignify  Adventures  or  Incidents  in 
general.  So  in  a  narrative  of  the  Journey  into  Scotland^  of  Queen 
Margaret  and  her  attendants,  or  her  marriage  with  K.  James  IV9 
in  1503  [in  Appendix  to  Leland.  Collect.  IV.  p.  265.]  we  are  pro- 
mifed  an  account  "  of  their  Gejftys  and  manners  during  the  faid 
«  Voyage." 

f  The  Romance  of  Richard  Caeur  de  Lion  (No.  2  5.)  I  (hould 
judge  to  be  of  Englitti  origin  from  the  names  fVardrewe  and  EUredet 
Uc.  111.  p.  XXV.  xxvi.  As  is  alfo  Eger  and  Grit^,  (Nx>.  1 1.)  wherein 
a  knight  is  named  Sir  Gray  Steet,  and  a  lady,  who  excells  in  fur- 
gery  is  called  LooffairUf  or  Lfije-fain  \  tWe  lurely  are  not  derived 
from  France, 


g^  '  .    hajl^ 


dv  NOTES  ON  THE 

]i»th  been  mentioned  ia  a  preceding  page.  Even  tfaa  abtindaaee  of 
fuch  Tranilations  into  Englilh,  being  all  adapted  for  popular 
recitation,  fufficiemly  eftabli(bes  the  ^A,  that  the  Englilh  Mla- 
ftreh  had  a  great  demand  for  foch  compofitionsi  which  they  were 
glad  to  fupply  whether  from  their  own  native  ftores,  or  ^m  other 
languages. 

We  have  feen  above  that  the  yteulator,  Mmu,  Htfirh,  whether 
thefe  charndters  were  the  fame^  or  had  any  real  difierence,  were  all 
called  Minstrels  ;  as  was  alfo  tlie  HAaP£]t*|  when  the  term 
implied  a  Singer,  if  not  a  cornpofer  of  Soogs,  &c.  By  d^irees  the 
name  of  Minf^rel  was  exteiHied  to  Vocal  and  Inftnimental  Mnsi- 
CiANsof  evciy  kind:  and  a?  in  the  eAablifhment  of  Royal  and 
17oble  houfesy  the  1. iter  v\ould  neceliarily  be  rooft  numerous,  fo 
we  are  not  to  wonder  that  the  Band  of  Mufic  (entered  under  the 
general  name  of  Mini^iel^)  ihould  confift  of  inftrumental  Per- 
formers chiefly,  if  not  altogether :  for  as  the  Compofer  or  Singer 
of  heroic  Tales  to  the  harp  would  neceflarily  be  a  felitary  per- 
iormer,  we  muft  not  expth  to  find  him  in  the  Band  along  with 
the  Trumpeters,  Fluters,  &c. 

However,  as  we  fometimes  ^nd  mention  of  **  Minftrels  of  Mu^ 
fie :  f "  fo  at  other  times  we  hear  of  *^  expert  Minftrels  and  Mufici* 
duis  of  Tongue  and  Cunning"  (Bb.  3.  p.  xdv  t-)  meaning  doubtleis 


#  See  the  Romance  of  Sir  JJenhras  (No.  14.)  fign.  a* 

Harpers  loved  him  in  HaU 
IVith  other  Minftrels  all. 

t  T.  Warton.  II.  asS.  fiote  (a)  from  Leland's  Collet.  (V(4«  4>) 
Append,  edit.  I774*'p.  267. 

X  The  curious  author  of  the  *'  Tour  in  W;des,  1773."  4*^* 
P'  435,  t  find  to  have  read  thefe  words ''  in  toune  and  contrey ;" 
which  I  can  fcarce  imagine  to  have  been  applicable  to  Wales  at 
fhat  time.  Nor  can  I  agree  with  him  in  the  reprefenUtton  he  has 
given  (p.  367.)  concerning  the  Cymoortb  or  meeting,  wh^ein  the 
3AK.DS  exerted  their  powers  to  excite  their  countrymen  to  war ;  as 
if  it  were  by  a  deduftipn  of  ihe  pprticulars,  he  enumerates,  and, 
as  it  lliould  feem,  in  the  way  of  harangue,  aec  After  which, 
•<  the  band  of  Minftrels  .  .  ;  .  ftruck  up ;  the  harp,  the  crwtb^ 
♦*  and  the  pipe  filled  the  meafures  of  cnthuiiafm,  which  the  others 
«<  had  begun  to  infpire."  Whereas  it  is  well  known,  that  the  Bard 
chanted  his  enthuiiaftic  efiufions  to  the  Harp  \  and  as  for  the  Term 
Minstrel,  it  was  not,  I  conceive,  at  all  ufed  by  the  Welfli  $  and 
In  Englifli  it  cpnoprebcnded  |)Oth  (he  Bard|  and  the  Mufician. 
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hy  the  fermer  Singers,  and  probaUy  by  the  latter  phrafe  Compo- 
fers  of  Songs.  Ev^n  "  Minftrels  Mufic"  feems  to  be  applied  to 
the  fpecies  of  Verfe  ufed  by  Miaflrels  in  the  paflage  quoted 
below*. 

Bat  although  from  the  predominancy  of  inftnunental  MufiCy 
Minftralfy  was  at  length  chiefly  to  be  underdood  in  this  fenfe^  yet 
St  was  ilill  npjdied  to  the  Poetry  of  Minftrelr  fo  late  as  the  time  of 
<^en  Elizabethi  as  appears  in  the  fol! awing  extradl  from  Putten- 
ham's  '*  Arte  of  Eng.  Poefie."  p.  9.  Whc*,  fpeaking  of  the  firft 
Compofers  of  Latin  Vcrfes  in  ryme,  fays,  "  nil  that  they  wrote  to 
"  the  favor  or  prayfe  of  priaces,  they  did  it  in  fuch  manner  of 
'^  MiNSTRALsis;  and  thought  themfelves  no  fmall  foolesy  when 
**  they  could  make  their  verfcs  go  all  in  ryme  " 

I  ihall  conclude  this  fubjeft  with  ^he  following  defcription  of 
MiNSTREECY  given  by  John  Lidgate  at  the  beginning  of  the  T5th. 
century^  as  it  ihows  what  a  variety  of  entertainments  were  then 
comprehended  ynder  this  terra,  together  wi{h  ev^iy  kind  of  ixi- 
flrumental  Mafic  then  in  ufe. 

— **  Al  m;iner  Mynstralcti* 
'*  That  any  man  kan  fpecifye. 
^*  Ffor  there  were  Rotys  of  Almayoei 
"^  And  eke  of  Arragon,  and  Spayne  : 
^' SoNOESy  Stampes,  and  eke  Daunces  $ 
•'  Divers  plente  of  plefaunces ;  t 

f*  And  many  unkouth  notys  new 

<<  Of  SWICHE  FOLKE  AS  LpVlD  TREUE  f, 

<'  And  inArumentys  that  did  excelle, 

^  Many  moo  tlian  I  kan  telle. 

«  Harpys,  Fythales,  and  eke  Rotys 

*'  Well  according  to  her  [L  e.  their]  notys. 
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•  "  Yonr  ordinarie  rimers  ufe  very  mucli  their  meafures  in  th^ 
**  odde,  as  nine  and  eleven,  and  the  iharpe  accent  up6n  the  laft 
*<  fillable,  which  thelrefore  makes  him  go  ill  favouredly  and  like  a 
«  Minstrels  MusiCKE.**(Puttenham's  Arteof  Eng.Poefie  1589. 
p.  5q.)  This  mnft  mean  his  Vocal  Mufic,  otherwi'fe  it  appears  not 
applicable  to  the  fubje^. 

f  By  this  phrafe  I  underOand,  New  Talcs  or  Narrative  Rymes 
compofcdby  the  Minftrels  on  the  fubjeftof  True  aud  faithful  Lo- 

f  *  Laty^f 


cvi  NOTES,   &c* 

r 

^  Lntys,  Rtbiblesy  and  GecerneSy 
**  Moie  for  eftatys,  than  tavernes : 
*'Orgay[n]s,  Cytolis,  Monacordys.-^ 
**  There  urere  Trutnpes,  and  TrumpetteSy 
f*  Lowde  SbMItmjys,  and  Doncettes. 

T.  Waru».  II.  215.  Note  (•) 


THJfi    END    OP    THE    ESSAY. 


t$*  ^ie  foregoing  Ejjay  on  the  Ancient  Minftrels%  hets 
leen  very  much  enlarged  ami  improved Jince  thejirjl  Edi^ 
tion^  ivith  reJpe'H  to  the  Anglo-Saxon  Minjireh^  in  confequence 
rffeme  Objehions  propojed  by  the  revtrend  and  learned  Mr, 
Pi'GGE,  which  the  Reader  may  find  in  the  fecond  Volume 
^  the  A  R  c  H  ^  o  I.  OG I A ,  prinied  by  the  Antiquarian  Society  : 
lut  ivhich  that  Gentlerpan  has  Jince  retratted  in  the  mqfi 
liberal  and  candid  manner  in  the  Third  f^olume  oftkp  Ar- 

C.H ^.OLOG I  A,     No.  XXxiv.  p,  3  I  O. 

And  in  confequence  of  fmtlar  Obje^ions  refpefling  the 
EnglfJIi  Mi n/lrels  after  the  Conqucfl^  the fubfeauent  part  hath 
been  much  enlarged^  and  additional  light  thrown  upon  the 
JubjeHi  ^Ach^  to  prevent  cavil^  hath  been  extended  to^Wi* 
6r  a  ELSY  in  all  its  branches^  as  if  ivas  ejiablijhed  in  Eng* 
landf  if^hether  by  natives^  orfpnigners. 


IP"" 
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Errata  et  Corrigenda,  &c* 
Vol,  U 

Pag€  XI.  /.  9»/pr  19  T,  reaJ  19 J, 

xxix,  /•  2^- for  Conqueror  r.  cpnqueroi:8, 

XXX.  /•  i3.yer  diilin6tions  r.  diftindtioi 

Ibid,  I.  %i,for  inferior  r.  fubordinate. 

xxxi.  /.  I,  for  Bard  r.  Harper. 

xxxii.  /.  22.  r,  in  the  firil. 

Iv.  /.  2^9  r.  their  duty  to  pray  {exorare  :  which  it  if 

prefumed  they  did  by  afliiting  in  the  chant)^  an4 

mufical  accoitipatiiment,  &c«)  ' 
I^id.  Mote  *.  /.  6.  r.  p.  xi^yiiit 
Ivii. /.i.'r.  itinerant. 
»    |x,  /•  19.  r,  Leccour,  /.  29.  r.  Leccovrs^ 
66.  V.  ^o>fir  'leeve  thou  r.  'leeveth  on» 
Hid.  V*  64/r.  bring  her  from  bowrc. 
75-  *verfe  2y>^,read byte, 
77.  /fW  18.  r.  ^T//"^  or  ^i/?fr  ♦• 
$2.1,  I  J,  for  ^^jr/w*  r.  carles, 
84»  Thefecond  nbtejbot/ld  begin  thus^  Fer,  j.for  Shaw^ 

the  MS.  has  Shales ;  and  Bhraidiijiwld />erAaps  A4 

Swards: . ;  •        .... 

»S3->"  177s '■•  1774- 
194.  /.  4.  for  yeil  r.  SciL 

Ibid*  L  22.  r,  in  the  tunSi 

^24.  /•  6.  r.  P«pys, 

236,  tw.  12^/orln  r.  Is. 

267,  /.  21,  r.  bydys. 

/W^/.  /.  30,  adda  comma  after  V"  field,** 

J  ^H  Ic/iw^  ^'  Envirwi  cf  Uftdon!"  Ato,  fW,  /. 


(    cviii    ) 

f^ge  179,  ttt  the  end  of  the  firft  note  (*)  aeld- — to  tohich  the 

modern} fer  apparently  alludes^  inftead  of  the  **  Even- 

Jong  BelV^  or  Bell  Jor  Vefpers  of  the  original  author^ 

before  the  Reformation,  vide  Jupr^  pag»  ij.  v.  97, 

303,  t;.  1429  r.  in  his  heart. 

3 1 1,  V.  66,  r.  fo  as  well  as  I. 

Jbid.  preface^  L  2,  r^  Mt^^iyoifMi, 

348,y»r  1667  r.  1767. 

Jhid.  I.  antepenult,  r.  **  publijhed  iy  Mejfeurs  TFooi 
and  Dawiins,** 

351*  355.  Rio  Verde  isfaidto  le  the  name  of  a  JRt" 
ver  in  Spain :  which  ought  to  have  f^en  attended  /• 
fy  the  Tranjlator  had  he  known  iU 

360,  V.  5,yor  place  r.  palace. 

381,  /.  ult,for;^(i^j\  r.  geapb* 

Vol.  II. 

f^  20,  V.  144,  f  •  lo  forth* 
a  I,  V.  1^4,  r,  chylder* 
22,  V.  169,  r.  fyzt. 
Ibid,fuhjoin  this  nte^ver.  i§o>'  ^  »  the  PC.  rpidf  iB| 

throng. 
35,1;.  158,  r.  tofyght. 
38,  V.  2^1^  for  (hotc  r.  (hortc. 
titV,  6,  r.  azont. 
64,  /.  i2^x,one  cfthe angry  partifans, 
1 1 1,  /.  22,  r.  Tragic  Ballads y  and  of, 
1289  /.  4,  for  conclufion  x, Completion. 
146,/.  32,r.  1 1 53, 

175,  /.  28,  r.  Romance  on  Guy  and  Colbronde^  p.  349^ 
187,  ATo/^,  r.  Schefferi. 
^38^  V.  86,  /»  her  laws  *  addthe  note  below. 

*  SotbgJbHoMS,    Other  e^tiem  read  his  Izm. 

367,  preface,  L  4,  v./ulknly  mad. 
2(>()^  preface 9  L  7,  r.  effeffed. 
J?^**^'  i3>/«^  aJiger  r. angel. 

Vol. 

/ 


(    cli    ) 


Vol.  III. 

fagt  xiv,  «i/f,  /.  4,  f.  every  thing  muft  be  derived. 

xvi.  /.  33,/orpeculiar  refpedl  r,  diftinguiftied  refpefti' 
zviii.  1.  lo^r.  fabuIoiTs  Songs  and  Romances  in  verfe. 
xxii.  /.  6,/or  abandoned  r.  abounded. 
iJ/V.  0»/r  (p)  L  t,  ^riiif  •»/  ijjhat  foUitiiU  the  m^rd 

*•  Termagant.** 
sxxvi.  /.  14.  r.  Difc9nus, 
adv.  A^«.  39.  /.  2.  for  37.  r.  38* 
8,  V.  135,  ^/^  fclf,  add  foe. 
n,  v.  195,  r.fuch  a  lovely. 
i»/W.  pr^ace,  I.  6,  dele  "  atfirji:^ 
Jo,  t>.  40,41,  the  folio  MS,  reads  father  •  • .  fonn^ 
33,  w/^  (*)/^  Efcalibcrd  r.  Efcalberd, 

16a,/.  6,/ar-"  A^z1;t"  r.  **  having?* 
.  1989  T&  marginal  line  /hould  han^c  been  in  R$mmi 
types, 

«03,  /.  3,  /*.  «  i5^»  >»/•«,  0^*  "  * 

210,  r.  cafileshigh^  and  toures* 

2iyfh  14,  r.page  101. . 

340,  <i/  theendjkouldfdhnu  this  mark  *^* 

246,  V.  118,  r.  be  neare. 

A64,  V.  3,yir  wounds  r.  words. 

269,  'vi'^Q^^for  mod  r,  modelh 

294,  V.  155,/wcloud  r.  cold. 

303,  «v.  76,  r.  Beipeak. 

3«"7,  /.  9,  r.  monaftery. 

308,  at  the  end  add  this, — 1t^,  B.  The  "  Two  dajs 
and  a  night ^^  mentioned  in  ver,  iif^n  as  the  duration 
tf  the  combat^  luas  probably  that  of  the  trial  at  laixK 

311;,  v.  5./ca  To  r.  T«f. 

3 1 8,  V.  S3 , ; .  Frewin's. 

327,;^.  295,r»  cyltndric. 

332,  U  21,  r.  praecipuam* 


(  «  ) 

fagej^o.I*  13*  Since  ikis  Volume  nuas printed  ojf\  tie 
"  Fabliaux ou  Contbs"  1781.  5  Ton?,  i^mo. 
f/M.  I.e  Grand,  herue  cpme  tp  band:  and  in  7cm.  /. 
p.  54.  /je  bath  printed  a  mcdem  Verfan  of  tbe  0!d 
Tale  Lc  Court  Mantel,  under  a  new  Title  Le 
Manteau  maltaille;  wbich  contains  theftmy  of  this 
Ballad  much  enlarged^  fo  far  as  regards  tbe  Man- 
tle ;  but  wit  bout  any  mention  tf  the  KNlFEy  or 
tbe  Ho KHm 

348, 1/.  184,  r.  prize. 

354,  /.  19,  r.  thcefe  get. 

3 J 5,  A  2 1,  r.  then  faid. 

3^6,  /.  8,  r.  haiie  mc  in. 

Jbid.  /.  26,  r.  blefed. 

Ibid,  /.  «//.  r.  hencforth* 

3^7,  /.  i3,r.  Gawaine. ' 

/^id.  I  14,  r.  lifFe. 

Ibid.  /.  1 5,  r,  fwearc. 

/<J/V.  /.  19,  r.  fayes. 

|3»  /«  /^tf  Fac  Simile  Copies  after  all  the  care  nvbieJk 
has  been  taken^  it  is  veiy  pbffible  thai  a  redundant  €^ 
kfc^  may  haifc  been  added  or  omitted^ 


CONTENTS 


t  cxi  ) 

CONTENTS  OF  VOLUME  THE  FI^ST^ 


SS  AT  on  the  ancient  Minfirels  in  EngUmd<^  f!,  xxil 
'otes  and  Ilhfirations  —        -*.  \^ 

BOOK    THE    FIRST. 


I.  The  ancient  Ballad  of  Chevy-chafe         ■-*  t 

;»•  IhebattleofOtterhourne    —                ^.^  iS 

Ulufiration  rf  the  Names  in  thefiregoing  Ballads  34, 

3.  ne  Jew's  DaugJiter.    A  Scottijb  Ballad        —  38 

4.  -S/r  Cauline  •  ■  ■  <  ■  ■■  4c 
j«  Edward^  Edward,  A  Scflttijh  Ballad  •—  {9 
6«  KingEfimere                -   ■  ■                 ■    ■    ■  6a 

On  tie 'Ward  Termagant             -—        — •  yS 
7«  Sir  Patrick  Spence.     A  Scottijh  Ballad              —  7^ 

S«  Rohin  Hood  and  Guy  of  Gijbcrne  — -  €f 
9.  -4»  JE/p^  an  Henry  ^tk^  earl  rf  Nor thwnhedand^ 

by  Skelton  .             ■     ■■■                     ■    1         »—  5^ 

lb«  T^tf  Tower  of  DoBrine^  by  Stephen  Ha<wes    —  lOJ 

11.  The  Child  of  EUe                —            —  109 

X2m  Edom  [Adam]  0^  Gordon*     A  Scottiji  Ballad  iif 

p  P  OK    THE    SECOND, 

"  {Containing  Ballads  that  illuflrate  Shakefpeart*}  ' 

Effay  on  the  Origin  of  the  Englijk  Stage        —  i  at 
l«  Adam  Bell^  Clym  o^the  Clough^  and  fTillianf 

of  CkMhflyi             ''     •— *             ••-  154 

z.Tkc 


CxH  C  O  N  T  E  N  t  1 

2.  The  aged  Lover  renouuceth  Lvui         -    ■*  iW 
^.  Jephthah  judge  of  Ifratl         —                      *- 189 

4.  ^  jR<»^  7<?/^  iRo^>«     ^               —  ^93 

5*  ^  Song  to  the  lute  in  muficie        -^                 —  I9<J 

6»  King  Cophetua  and  the  Beggar-maid        —  198 

7.  Ttf>t^  //&y  old  cloak  about  thee             ••—      —  204 

8.  Willow,  Willow,  fTtUow         —            —  208 

9.  5ir  Lancelot  du  Lake^  —  —  214 
10.  Corydon's  Farewell  to  Phittis  —7  **<* 
tl.  Gernutusythe  Jew  of  Venice            *—            —  aii 

The  Ballad  of  confiant  Sufannah             —  'iAf</* 

-J2.  The  paj/ionatc  '   ' :>herd  tn  his  Love^  hy  Marknxj  3.3* 

The  Nyviph's  Reply,  by  Sir  fT.  Raleigh         —  ^35 

13.  7/V»j  Andronicus's  Comptaini              —  ^36 

14.  Take  thofe  lips  away                 —                 —  34 J 

15.  JK«^  L«>  and  his  tJjree daughter i        — «  ^^44 
t6»  T<>«//-'  ««^  ^j^tf,  hy  Shakefpeare                   —  2^3 

17.  The  froUckfome  Duke^  or  the  TinierUgood  F§rttme  254 

1 8.  7*tf  Friar  of  Orders  grty                •*— ^  159, 

BOOK    THB    THIRD. 

I.  The  more  modern  ballad  ^  Chevy-chafe          —  i6j 

llluftrationof  the  Northern  Names          —  a8j 

%.  Tieath\  final  conquefly  hy  James  Shirley       284 

3.  T/5tf  jR^«§-  /«  Me?  iVay/^                 — —  285 

4*  Northumberland  betrayed  by  Dwglas          ■      ■■■  29  j 

5.  Jl^  M«r^/  to  me  a  kingdoms  is             — —  307 

L  Tit  Patient's  Counteff^  by  tFl  Warner        —  3  " 

7«  Do'w^ 


CONTENTS.  cxiii 

7«  Danufabellp  hy  Draytm  ■  2  20 

^.  The  Fareiuell  to  Love^fromBeaummt  andtUtcher  327 

9.  Uljlfes  and  the  Syren,  hy  S.  Daniel  '  328 

10.  Cupid*s  Pafiime^  hy  Da*vi/on  332 

I  r.  The  charaaer  of  a  happy  life^  hy  Sir  H.  Wotton     335 

12.  Gildtfoy.     A Scottijh Ballad  »-..  n%l 

13.  fFinifreda  .i— ^  ^^     ^.^ 

14.  ne  Witch  of  miey  —  34^ 

1 5.  Bryan  and  Pereene.  A  Weft  India  Ballad^  hy  Dr. 

Grainger  ^^^ 

16.  Gentle  River ^  Gentle  River.  Tranjlaiedfrom  the 

Spanijh ^jj 

17.  Akanzar  and  Zayda^  a  Moorijh  Tale  350 

ThtGloJafy  .  ^6^ 


EKRATA   0M1TT4ED. 

Tage  xxxlii.  line  l.for  (V.  3.)  read  (U.  3.) 
Ixx.  /.  1 6.  for  fcs.  read  fees. 

Rid*  it  26.  for  Note  V.  r.  marginal  Note  fubjoioed  to  V.  a. 
Ixxi.  Note.  /.  10.  r.  northern  people. 
Ixxvi.  Note  Q^  /.  1 1,  to  Iviii,  odtf  Ixxiii.  fee  alfo  Ixxxtii.  Note. 
Ixxx.  /.  14.  r.  in  8  Fyttes. 
Ixxxi.  3d  line  from  bottom  for  ^G.)  r.  (H.) 
XCi.  /.  a.yir  293.  r.  263. 
ci.  /.  14.  r.  Dormientium, 
cii.  /.  I. /or  Note  E.  r.  Note  E  c. 
ciil  in  Note  *.  /,  3.  jr.  on  her  marriage. 


Vot.  I. 


I  never  heard  the  old  fong  of  Percie  and  Pouglasi  that  I 
fojind  not  my  heart  moved  more  tban'with  a  trumpeU 
and  yet  *  it'  is  fung  but  by  fome  blinde  crowder,  with 
no  rougher  voice,  than  rude  flyle ;  which  beeing  fo 
evill  apparelled  in  the  duft  and  cobweb  of  that  udcIviU 
age,  what  would  it  work,  trimmed  in  the  gorgeous 
eloquence  of  Pindare ! 

Sir  Philip.  8ypnby*s  Dsfsnce  of  Poetkt. 


OF    ANCIENT    POETRY, 

SERIES  THE  FIRST. 
BOOK    I.  ^ 


I. 

THE  ANCIENT  BALLAD  of  CHEW-CHASE. 


THE  fine  heroic  feng  nf  Chevy-Chase  hat  focrbeen 
admired  by  campetem  judges .  Tbafe genuine Jirokei  of  nature 
and  arllcfs  pnjfion,  tiohich  ha^ie  endeared  it  to  the  moft 
fimple  readers,  harue  recommended  it  to  the  mofl  refined; 
and  it  has  equally  been  the  a  mvjement  af  mr  childhood,  and 
the  favourite  ef  ear  rijiciyeartt 

Woe.  I.     .  3  ■  Mr. 
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Mr.  Addifon  has  gi*uen  an  excellent  critique  *  on  this  *0€ry 
popular  hallady  hut  is  mifiaken  *with  regard  to  the  antiquitjt 
ff  the  common-received  cof>y ;  for  thisy  if  one  may  Judge  from' 
theftylcy  cannot  he  older  than  the  time  of  Eli%abeth^  and  nvas' 
probably  ^written  after  the  elogium  of  Sir  Philip  Sidneys 
perhaps  in  confequence  of  it,  J  flatter  myfelf  1  have  hert 
recovered  the  genuine  antique  poem  %  nhe  true  original  fongy 
*a)hich  appeared  rude  even  in  the  time  of  Sir  Philips  and 
caufed  him  to  lament^  that  it  vjasfo  evil-apparellcd  in  the 
rugged  garb  of  antiquity » 

This  curiofity  is  printed y  from  an  old  manufcript^  at  the 
end  of  Hearne^s  preface  to  GuL  Nenvbrigienfis  Hift,  1719^ 
8*iw.  vol.  L  To  the  MS.  copy  isfubjoined  the  name  of  tht 
author  y  Ry  chard  SHEALEf;  vjbom  Hearne  hadfo  littlr 
judgement  as  tofuppoje  to  be  the  fame  nvith  a  R,  Sheale,  «wAr' 
*VLfas  living  in  1588,  But  yuhoever  examines  the  gradation 
of  language  and  idiom  in  the  follovuing.  volumes^  ivill  be 
convinced  that  this  is  the  production  of  an  earlier  poet.  It 
is  indeed  exprejfly  mentioned  among  fome  very  ancient  fongs  in 
-^n  old  book  intituled^  The  Complaint  of  Scotland  %  (fol.  42  J, 
under  the  title  of  the  Hunt  18  OF  Che  vet,  vjhere  the  tvum 
follovuing  lines  are  al/o  quoted: 

The  Perflee  and  the  Mongumryc  mctte  §, 
That  day,  that  day,  that  gentii  day  |i : 

Which^  tho^  not  quite  the  fame  as  th^  fland  in  the  ballad^ 
yet  differ  not  more  than  might  be  ovjing  to  the  author*s 
quoting  from  memory.  Indeed  ivhoever  confders  theftyU  and 
orthography  of  this  old  poem  vjtll  not  be  inclined  to  place  it 
lovjer  than  the  time  of  Henry  VI:  as  on  the  other  hand  the 
mentiw  of  3[9ine0- t|ie  ^COttift  ftinfl  ^, .  iu///&  oneor^tm 
anachronifms^  j-orbids  us  to  ajjign  it  an  earlier  datei     Kin^ 

*  Speffator,  K°  70.  74. 

f  Subfcribedy    afttr  the  ujual  manner  oj  our  clJ  feets,  tjCpUCftl^ 

[explicit]  quoti  H?d)arB  ^^eale. 

%  One  of  the  earlieft  froduSfiom  of  theScottiJh  frefi^  runu  to  htfmind* 
V^  title-page  *wai  wanting  in  the  cofy  hire  quoted;  hut  it  is  fuppojed  f ' 
hipve  been  printed  ini^j^o.     See  ./4mes. 

J  Sh  tt*  2*  V*  %$•      II  See  Pt,  x«  V.  104.       %^Pf'  *■'  V,  36.  140. 

garnet 
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j0M€f  /.  fwiM  luas  prifoner  in  this  kingdom  at  the  dfiath  ^f 
his  father^  ^  did  not  'wear  the  crotxjn  oJF  Scotland  till  the/e- 
cmd  year  of  onr  Henry  VI.  +,  hut  before  the  end  of  that 
long  reign  a  third  James  had  mounted  the  throne  J.  Afuc-, 
cejffion  rf  t*wo  or  three  Jame/es,  and  the  long  detention  of 
hne  of  them  in  England^  *ujould  render  the  name  familiar  to 
the  Englijhy  and  diffofe  a  poet  in  thofe  rude  times  to  gi<ve  it 
h  any  Scott ijh  king  he  happened  to  mention, 
,  So  muth  for  the  date  of  this  old  ballad:  ^ith  regard  t9 
itsfubje^y  altho*  it  has  no  countenance  from  hiflory^  there  is 
room  to  think  it  had  originally  fome foundation  in  fa^.  It 
*was  one  of  the  La*ws  of  the  Marches  frequently  renenxied  be-' 
ttveen  the  tnfjo  nations^  that  neither  party  Jhould  hunt  in  the 
oiher^s  borders,  ^without  leave  from  the  proprietors  or  their 
deputies.  §.  There  had  long  been  a  ri<valjhip  betiueen  the  t^w^ 
martial  families  of  Percy  and  Douglas  ^  'which  ^  heightened  by 
the  national  quarrel^  mujt  ha'Ve  pxoJuced  frequent  challenges 
and fituggles  for  fuperiorityy  petty  invajions  of  their  refpec'* 
tive  domains^  and  Jharp  contejls  for  the  point  of  honour  ; 
nvhich  *would  not  al'ways  be  recorded  in  htfoty.  Something 
ffthis  kindy  mje  may  fuppofe^ganje  rife  to  the  ancient  ballad  of 
the  Hunting  a'  the  Cheviat||.  Percy  earl  of  Nor- 
thumberland had  *vomjedto  hunt  for  three  days  in  the  Scottijb 
border  ^without  condefcending  to  afk  league  from  earl  Douglas^ 
fwho  nvas  either  lord  of  the  fotl^  or  lotd  ^warden  of  the 
Marches.  Douglas  luould  not  fail  to  refent  theinfuU,  and 
endea*vour  to  repel  the  intruders  by  force  :  this  *would  natu* 

*   }ybo  died  ^ug.  5,  1 40 6,  rn  the  -jthyenr  of  our  Hen.  IV. 

•f*  Jamez  I.  nvas  crowned  May  11^  14^4  •  fnurdered  Fub  i  r^  1436-7, 

t  In  1460. — Hen.  VI.  'was  defofed  146 1  :   rej%redandJJain,  147 1. 

§  Item.  .  .  ConcQrdatum  eft,  quod,  .  .  .  NULLusi-.nMispartisvel 
alterins  ingrediatnr terras,  bofchas,  forreftas,  warrenas,  loca,  dominia 
quaecunque  alicwjus  partis  aUerius  ful^litu  caufa  venandi,  pifcatidf, 
aucupaiTdi,  difportum  aut  fo'atium  in  fcifi!f;rn,  aliave  quacunque  de 
fcaufa,  ABSQjjE  LICENTIA  ejus  ....  a.l  qnem  .  .  ,  loca  .,.  .  . 
.  .  psrtiherit,  am  de  depntatis  fui?  prius  CMpt  &  ob'.cnt.  Vid.  Sp» 
^^tblfort^ s  Leges  Marchiaruntj   1705,  %vo  fp.  27.  ^1; 

I)   This  ivas  the  or ighml  title.     Scetheoallady  Pt,  i,v.  lo6.    Pt,  z, 
♦.  165. 

B   2  rally 
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rally  produce  a  Jharp  confliSf  hetmieen  the  fW9  parties  :  Jome- 
thing  of  nvhichj  it  is  p-obahle^  did  really  happen ^  tho^  not 
attended  luith  the  tragical circumftances  recorded  in  the  bid* 
lad:  for  thefe  are  evidently  borroFwed from  the  Battle  of 
Otterbour  n  *,  tf  very  different  events  but  nuhich  afters 
times  nuould  eafly  confound  ivith  it.  That  battle  might  be 
o-TVzng  to  fome  fuch  previous  affront  as  this  of  Chevy 
Chase,  though  it  has  efcaped  the  notice  of  hifiorians.  Our 
poet  has  evidently  jmnhled  the  tvjofubje^s  together  :  if  indeed 
the  lines  f,  in  vohich  this  mifake  is  made^  are  not  rather fpu^ 
riouSf  a?id  the  after -infer tion  of  fome  perfon^  ivho  did  not 
difiinguijh  betvjeen  the  tivofories. 

Hearne  has  printed  this  ballad  vjithout  any  divifon  of 
flan%aSy  in  long  lines  ^  as  he  found  it  in  the  old  ^written  co' 
py:  but  it  is  ufual  to  find  the  difiin^ion  of  fianxas  negleBed 
in  ancient  MSS;  ivherCy  tofave  room^  tvjo  or  three  verfes 
are  frequently  given  in  one  line  undivided^  See  flagrant 
infiances  in  the  Harleian  Catalog.  No,  2253. yi^g,  34* 
61.  70.  IS^  pajjim. 

The  First   Fit  J. 

THE  Perfe  owt  of  Nortbombarlande, 
And  a  vowe  to  God  mayd  he, 
That  he  woldehunte  in  the  mountayns 

OtF  Chyviat  within  dayes  thre, 
In  the  mai]ger  of  doughte  Dogles,  ^ 

And  all  that  6ver  with  him  be* 


The  fattifte  hartes  in  all  Cheviat 

He  fayd  he  wold  kill,  and  ca^r  them  away : 

Be  my  felh,  fayd  the  dougheti  Doglas  agayn, 
I  wyll  let  that  hontyng  yf  that  I  may.  r©. 

♦  See  the  next  Ballad,     f  Vid.  Pt.  2.  it,  167.     \  T\T,feever.  lOO. 
V,  5»  m agger  in  Hearne  i  PC.  [Printed  Cofy.'\ 

Then 
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Then  the  Pcrfe  owt  of  Banborowe  cam, 

With  him  a  myghtye  mcany; 
With  fifteen  hondrith  archares  bold; 

The  wear  chofeix  out  of  (hyars  thre  *. 

This  begane  on  a  monday  at  morn  ij 

In Cheviat  the  hiUys  fo  he; 
The  chyld  may  rue  that  ys  im-born,  . 

It  was  the  mor  pitte. 

The  dryvars  thorowe  the  woodes  went 
For  to  reas  the  dear;  29 

Bomen  bickarte  uppone  the  bent 
With  ther  forowd  aras  cleare. 

Then  the  wyld  thorowe  the  woodes  went 

On  every  fyde  (hear ;  ^ 

Grea-hondes  thoro^^e  the  greves  glent  2j 

For  to  kyll  thear  dear. 

The  begane  in  Chyviat  the  hyls  above 
Yerly  on  a  monnyn  day; 

rir  II.  The  the  Per(c.  PC.  K  13.  archardes  bolde  off  blood 
«iid  boae.  PC7.    K  19.  throrowe.  PC. 

♦  By  tbefe  «  (hyars  thre**  is  frobahly  meant  three  difiri&s  in  North' 
umherlandf  ivhieb  Jiill  go  hy  the  name  of  (hires,  and  are  all  in  the 
neighhourheod  of  Cheviot.  Thefe  are  Ifland-lhire,  being  the  dijtri€k  ft 
named  from  Holy-I/land:  "iJ  or  thaanibire,  fo  called  from  the  tovun  and 
eafile  of  Norehaan  for  Norham)  :  and  Bamboroughlhirey  the  ward  or 
hundred  belonging  to  Bamborough<aftle  and  town* 

B  s  Be 
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Be  that  it  drcwe  to  the  oware  off  none 

A  hondrith  fat  hartes  ded  ther  lay.  jf 

The  biewc  a  mort  uppone  the  bent. 

The  femblyd  on  fydis  fliear ; 
To  the  quyrry  then  the  Pcrf^  went 

To  fe  the  bryttlyngc  off  the  deare. 

He  fayd,  It  was  the  Duglas  promys  jj 

This  day  to  meet  me  hear ; 
But  I  wyde  he  wold  faylle  verament : 

A  gret  oth  the  Perfe  fwear. 

At  the  lafte  a  fqiiyar  of  Northombclonde 

L(  kyde  at  his  hand  full  n}',  40 

He  was  war  ath  the  doughetie  Doglas  comyoge: 
With  him  a  jnyghtb  meany, 

Both  with  fpcar,  *  byll,'  andbrande; 

Yt  was  a  niyghti  fight  to  fe. 
Hardyar  men  both  off  hart  nar  handc  ^t 

Wear  not  in  Chriftiant^, 

The  wear  twenty  hondrith  fpcar-mcn  good 

Withouten  any  fayle ; 
The  wear  borne  a-long  be  the  watter  a  Twydc, 

Yth  bowndes  of  Tivldale.  40 

r  3^-  Wwe  a  mot.  PC.     V.  42.  myghttc.  TC-  paffim,     Ka^. 
brylly.  ?C.    K  /^.  witliowte  . . .  fcaie.  PC.  ■  ^ 

Leave 
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Leave  off  thebrytlyng  of  the  dear,  he  fayde. 
And  to  your  bowys  look  ye  tayk  good  heed ; 

for  dever  fithc  ye  wear  on  your  mothara  borne 
Had  ye  never  fo  mickle  need* 

The  dougheti  Dogglas  on  a  fiedc  $$ 

He  rode  att  his  men  beforne; 
His  armor  gly tteryde  as  dyd  a  glede ; 

A  bolder  barne  was  never  born. 

Tell  me  •  what'  men  ye  ar,  he  fays. 

Or  jwhps  men  that  ye  be :  60 

Who  gave  youe  leave  to  hunte  in  this 

Chyviat  chays  in  the  fpyt  of  me? 

The  6rfi  mane  that  ever  him  ao  anfwear  mayd, 

Yt  was  the  good  lord  Perle: 
We  wyll  not  tell  the  *  what*  men  we  ar,  he  fays,  65 

Nor  whos  men  that  we  be ; 
But  we  wyll  hount  hear  in  this  chays 

In 'the  fpyte  of  thyne,  and  of  the. 

The  fattifte  hartes  in  all  Ch3nriat    > 

We  have  kyld,  and  caft  to  carry  them  a-way.  70 
Be  my  troth,  fayd  the  dougbte  Ooggias  agayn^ 

Tfaer*fbr  the  ton  of  us  fliaU  de  this  day« 

K  5t.  boyt.  PC.    V.  54.ncd.  PC.    V*  59.  whob  PC    K65.. 
;ivhoys.  Pa    V.  7 1.  agay.  PC* 

B  4  Then 
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Then  layd  the  doughte  Doglaa 

Unto  the  lord  Pcrle : 
To  kyll  all  thes  giltlel's  men,  .^j 

A-las!  it  wear  great  pitte» 

But,  Perie,  thowe  art  a  lord  of  lande, 
I  ann  a  yerle  call;  d  within  my  contrc  s 

Let  all  our  men  uppone  a  parti  flande  ; 
And  do  the  battell  off  the  and  of  mew  So 

Nowe  Crides  cors  on  his  crowne,  fayd  the  lord  Perf|« 
Who-foever  ther-to  fays  nay, 
•     Be  my  troth,  doughty  Doglas,  he  lays, 
Thow  fliait  never  fe  that  day  i 

Ncthar  in  Ynglondc,  Skottlonde,  nar  France,    8jf 

Nor  for  no  man  of  a  woman  born. 
But  and  fortune  be  my  chance, 

I  dar  met  him  on  mail  for  oUfl 

Then  befpayke  a  fquyar  off  Northombarlonde, 
Ric,  Wytharynton  *  was  his  nam ,  90 

It  fhall  never  be  told  in  Sott^e-Ynglon^e,  he  fays. 
To  kyng  Herry  the  fourth  for  fliaro. 

r.  81.  fay4  the  th©.  PC.    V.  S8.  on.  /.  i,  one, 

*  7%h  is  ffolmbly  eorruped  in  the  MS.  for  Rog.  VViddringtoily  nvXm 

^vas  at  the  bead  of  the  family  in  the  reign  of  jT-  Ediu,  III,     There  ivere 

fiveral  fucceffrveiy  of  the  namn  vf  Roger  and  Ralph,  hut  none  of  the 

nnme  of  Richard^    4i   a^ears  from  the  genealogies  in    tie  Hera/di* 

office^ 

I  wat 
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I  wat  youe  byn  great  lordes  twaw, 

I  am  a  poor  fquyar  of  lande ; 
I  wyll  never  fe  my  captayne  fyght  on  a  fyldei    95 

And  flande  my-felfFe,  and  looke  on, 
But  whyl]  I  may  my  weppone  welde, 

I  wyll  not  *  fayl'  both  harte  and  hande, 

That  day,  that  day,  that  dredfull  day  : 
The  firfl  fit  *  here  I  fynde.  100 

And  youe  wyll  here  any  mor  athe  hountyng  athc 
Yet  ys  ther  mor  bchynde.  £Chy viar. 


Th  E    S  ECON  D    Fl  T. 

TH  £  Yngglifhe  men  hadb  ther  bowys  yebent,- 
Ther.hartc8  were  good  yenoughe ; 
The  firfl  of  arros  that  the  Ihote  off. 
Seven  Ikore  fpear-mea  the  floughe. 

Yet  bydys  the  yerlc  Doglas  uppoD  the  bcnt^  j 

A  captayne  good  yenoughe, 
And  that  was  fene  verament,     ^ 

For  he  wrought  hom  both  woo  and  wouche* 

ft 

The  Dogglas  pertyd  his  oft  in  thre, 

Lyk  a  cheffe  chcften  off  pryde^  10 

y.  3.  firft,  /.  ufiight.     V.  5.  byddys.  PC. 

■  *  TiT.rtiLGios 

3  With 
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With  fiiar  fpeares  off  myghtte  trc 
The  cum  in  on  every  fyde. 

Thrughe  our  Ynggliflie  archery 

Gave  many  a  wounde  full  wyde; 
Many  a  doughete  the  garde  to  dy»  if 

Which  ganyde  them  no  pryde. 

The  Yngglyflie  men  let  thear  bowys  be, 
And  pulde  owt  brandes  that  wer  bright; 

It  was  a  hevy  fyght  to  fe 
B^yght  fwordes  on  bafnites  lyght«  t# 

Thorowc  ryche  male,  and  mync-ye-ple 
Many  (lerne  the  flroke  downe  Areght ; 

Many  a  freyke,  that  was  full  free, 
Ther  undar  foot  dyd  lyght* 

At  taft  the  Duglas  and  the  Perf%  met,  a  j 

Lyk  to  captayns  of  myght  and  majme ; 

The  fwapte  cogetbar  tyll  the  both  fwat 
With  fwordes,  that  wear  of  iyn  myllan* 

Thes  worths  freckys  for  to  fyght 

Ther- to  the  wear  full  fayne,  jf 

Tyll  the  bloode  owte  off  thear  bafnetei  fprente^ 
-As  ever  dyd  heal  or  rayne* 

fl  17.  boys.  PC.      r.  1 8.  briggt.  PC.      K  it»  Ihrorowe.  PC 
Fill,  done.  PC.  Ft  26.  to,  /.  #.  tzvg.  Bid,  and  of.  FGm 

^j*.  ran.  PC* 

Hold« 
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Holde  the,  Peric,  fayd  the  Doglas,^ 

And  i'  feth  I  ihall  the  brynge 
Wher  tbowe  ihalte  have  a  yerls  wagis  3  j 

Of  Jamy  our  Scottifh  kynge. 

Thoue  flialte  have  thy  ranfom  fre, 

I  hight  the  hear  this  thinge, 
For  the  manfullyfte  man  yet  art  thowe^ 

That  ever  I  conqueryd  in  filde  fightyng,        4Q 

Nay  « then*  fayd  the  lord  Perft, 

I  tolde  it  the  befome, 
That  I  wolde  never  yeldyde  be 

To  no  man  of  a  woman  bom* 

With  that  ther  cam  an  arrowe  haflely  ^ 

Forthe  off  a  mightie  wane  *f 
Hit  hathe  ftrekene  the  verle  Doglat 

Id  at  the  bred  bane. 

^      Thoroue  lyvar  and  longs  bathe 

The  (harp  arrowe  ys  gane,  go 

That  never  after  in  all  his  lyffe  days, 

He  fpayke  mo  wordes  but  ane, 
That  was  f ,  Fyghte  ye,  my  merry  men,  whyllyi 
yp  may, 
For  my  lyff  days  ben  gan. 

^33.  helde.  PC,  K  49.  throrone.  PC. 

P  Wane,  /.  «.  ane«  one,  /c.  t/km*  tmarrvw  came  fnm  a  mighty  cms 
fi$m  a  tm'gbty  rnait*  f  lhi»fitm  to  birut  been  m  Glofs  addetU 

The 
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The  Perfe  leanydc  on  his  brande^  ;$ 

And  fawe  the  Duglas  de ; 
He  tooke  the  dede  man  be  the  hande, 

And  fayd,  Wo  ya  me  for  the ! 

To  have  favyde  thy  lyffe  I  wold  have  pertyd  with 
My  landes  for  years  thre,  60 

For  a  better  man  of  hart,  nare  of  hande 
Was  not  in  all  the  north  country* 

Off  all  that  fe  a  Skottiflie  knyght. 

Was  callyd  Sir  Hewe  the  Mongon-byrrjr, 

He  fawe  the  Duglas  to  the  deth  was  dyght;        65 
He  fpendyd  a  fpear  a  truili  tre : 

He  rod  uppon  a  corfiare 

Throughe  a  hondrith  archery  j 
He  never  ftyntyde,  nar  never  blane, 

Tyll  he  came  to  the  good  lord  Feriet  79 

He  fct  uppone  the  lord  Peri^ 

A  dynte,  that  was  full  foare  ; 
With  a  fuar  fpear  of  a  myghte  tre 

Clean  thorow  the  body  he  the  Perfi  bore, 

Athe  tothar  fyde,  that  a  man  myght  fe,  jrj 

A  large  cloth  yard  and  mare : 
Towe  bettar  captayns  wear  nat  in  Chriiliante, 
^        Then  that  dayflain  wear  ther. 

r.  74.  b«r.  PC, 

An 
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An  archar  off  Northombcrlonde 

Say  flean  was  the  lord  Perf^,  to 

He  bar  a  bende-bow  in  his  hande* 

Was  made  off  triifti  tre : 


An  arow,  that  a  cloth  yarde  was  lang. 

To  th'  hard  ftele  halyde  he; 
A  dynt,  that  was  both  fad  and  foar,  8  j 

He  fat  on  Sir  Hewe  the  Mongon-byrry. 

« 

The  dyntyt.  was  both  fad  and  far. 

That  he  of  Mongon-byrry  fete ; 
The  fwane-fethars,  that  his  arrowebar, 

With  his  hart  blood  the  wear  wete  *. '  99 

Ther  was  never  a  freake  wone  foot  wolde  fle, 

But  dill  in  flour  dyd  fland, 
Heawyng  on  yche  othar,  whyll  the  myght  drc. 

With  many  a  baUful  brande. 

This  battell  bcgane  in  Chyviat  95 

An  owar  befor  the  none. 
And  when  even-fong  bell  was  rang 

The  battell  was  nat  half  done. 

The  tooke  *  on*  on  etharhand 

Be  the  lyght  off  the  mone;  ioq 

V.  ap.  Say,  /.  e.  Satue,     V.  84.  hay Ide.  PC.     r.  87.  far.  PC, 

*  This  incident  is  taken  frotn  the  battle  of  Ottetbuurn  \  in  'which  Sir 
H:tgb  Montgomery  ^  Knt.  (fon  of  "John  Lsrd  Montgomery]  •wasjlain  loitb 
mn  arrow,     f^id,  Crauford'i  Peerage, 

Many 
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Many  hade  no  firenght  for  to  ilande^ 
In  Chyviat  the  hyllys  ahoun. 

Of  fifteen  hondrith  archars  of  Ynglonde 

Went  away  but  fifti  and  thre ; 
Of  twenty  hondrith  fpear-men  of  Skotlonde,     loc 

But  even  five  and  fifti : 

But  all  wear  flayrie  Cheviaf  within  : 
The  hade  no  flrengthe  to  fiand  on  hie ; 

The  chylde  may  rue  that  ys  un-borne, 
It  was  the  mor  pitte,  i  x^ 

Tbear  was  ilayhe  with  the  lord  Perf^ 

Sir  John  of  Agerflone, 
Sir  Roger  the  hinde  Hsrtly, 

Sir  Wyllyam  the  bolde  Hearone. 

Sir  Jorg  the  worthe  Lovele  1 1  ^ 

A  knyght  of  great  renowen, 
Sir  Raff  the  ryche  Rugbe 

With  dyntes  wear  beaten  dowehe. 

For  Wethanyngton  my  harte  was  wo, 

That  ever  he  flayne  fliulde  be ;  i2tf 

For  when  both  his  leggis  wear  hewyne  in  to, 
Yet  he  knyled  and  fought  on  hys  kne. 

K  I02.  abou.   PC,      r.  io8.  ftrcngcT. . . .  hy.  FC.       V^iit. 
J*ulc.  FC.    r.  m.  in  to,  I.  *.  in  /w».     K  i%x,  kny.  FC. 

Ther 
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Ther  was  flayne  with  the  doughed  Douglas 

Sir  Hewe  the  Mongoii-byrry, 
Sir  Davye  Lwdale,  that  worihe  was,  i^j 

His  Hilars  fon  was  he : 

Sir  Charles  a  Aliirre,  in  that  place, 

That  never  a  foot  wolde  fle ; 
Sir  Hewe  Maxwell,  a  lorde  he  wa^, 

With  the  Dugla«  dyd  he  dey.  i3# 

So  on  the  mon'owe  the  mayde  them  bytfsrt 
Off  byrch,  and  hafell  fo  *  gtay*" ; 
Many  wedous  with  wepyng  tears  ^, 
Cam  to  fach  ther  makys  a-way« 

Tivydale  may  carpe  off  care,  13  j 

Nortliombarlond  may  mayk  gtat  monc. 

For  towe  fuch  captayns,  as  flayne  wear  thear^ 
On  the  march  perti  fliall  rieixr  be  none* 

Word  ys  common  to  Edden-burrcwe, 

To  Jamy  the  SkottiQie  kyng,  140 

V.  132.  gay.  PC.     V.  n6.  mon  PC.     V  138.  non.  FC 

For  the  Namtis  in  this  and  th«  foregoing  fagey  /ee  ihe  Remarh  st  the 
4ftd  of  the  next  Ballad. 

*  A  common  -pleonafmf  fee  the  next  poem,  Fit.  id.  V.  1$^-  fo  Rardr'^ir 
in  bis  Chronicle f  chap,   ij^.fol.  148.  dejcribing  the  death  of  Richard  I* 

He  (hrove  him  then  unfo  Abbots  tlire 

With  gieat  fobbyng  ....  and  vvcpyhg  teares. 

.  So  ^he'\i>ife  Ctvendifh  in  his  Life  of  Cardinal  IVolfcy^  chaf.  .12.  |u 
31.  4/0.  <'  When  the  Duke  liear^  this^  he  replied  with  weepiias 
**  Uarcs,"  ^c.  .  ^ 

.'  >  6#  That 


i6       ANCIENT    POEMS, 

That  dougheti  Duglas,  lyff-tenant  of  the  Merchel^ 
He  lay  flean  Chyviot  with*in. 

His  handdes  dyd  iie  weal  and  wryng. 

He  faydy  Alas,  and  woe  ys  me ! 
Such  another  captayn  Skotland  within^  14  j 

He  fayd,  y-feth  fhuld  never  be. 

Worde  ys  commyn  to  lovly  Londone 

Till  the  fourth  Harry  our  kyng, 
That  lord  Perfc,  leyfF-tcnnante  of  the  Merchis, 

He  lay  ila3me  Chyviat  within.  15a 

God  have  mcrci  on  his  foil,  fayd  kyng  Harry, 

Good  lord,  yf  thy  will  it  be ! 
I  have  a  hondrith  captayns  in  Yynglonde,  he  fayd^ 

As  good  as  ever  was  hee: 
But  Perf^,  and  I  brook  my  lyffe,  155 

Thy  dcth  well  quyte  fliall  be. 

As  our  noble  kyng  made  his  a-vowe, 

Lyke  a  noble  prince  of  renowen. 
For  the  delh  of  the  lord  Pcrfe, 

He  dyd  the  battel  of  Hombyll-down :  160 

Wher  fyx  and  thritte  Skottifli  knyghtes 

On  a  day  wear  beaten  down : 
Glendale  glytteryde  on  ther  armor  bryght. 

Over  caftill,  towar,  ^and  town. 

K  146.  ye  fetb.  PC,    K  149.  cheyfll  tennante.  PC, 

This 
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this  was  the  hontynge  dff  the  Cheviat ;  i6$ 

That  tear  begane  this  fpurn : 
Old  men  that  knowen  the  growctde  well  yenoughe^ 

Call  it  the  Battell  of  Otterburn. 

At  Otterburn  began  this  fpurne 

Uppon  a  mdnnyn  dajr :  1^0 

Ther  was  the  dougghte  Doglas  flean^ 

The  Perie  neter  went  iway* 

Ther  was  never  a  tym  on  the  march  pstrt^s 
Sea  the  Doglas  and  the  terd  tntu 

But  yt  was  oiarvek^  and  the  redde  blttderoilti^hofy 
As  thie  reane  doys  in  the  firet«^  *       1 76 

Jhefue  Chrtft  our  balys  bete^  , 

And  to  the  blys  us  brynge  I 
Thus  was  the  hountj^ge  of  the  CJhevjrat : 

God  fend  us  all  good  ending  1  1 80 

%*  TheftyU  rf  this  and  the  folhnving  Ballad  is  Uncom* 
f0ont^  rugged  and  uncouth,  owing  to  their  heing  tfirit  in  the 
Very  €oarJeJl  and  broadefi  northern  DialeB* 

The  battle  ^  Homhyll-doniJn^  or  HumMedon^  wdsfourkt 
kept*  I4»  1402  (anno  3  Hen,  I^jj  wherein  the  Engllfi^ 
nnder  the  command  <f  the  E,  of  Northumberland,  and  his 
Jon  Hotfpury  gained  a  compleat  vi^ory  over  the  Scots,  7h§ 
^village  0^  H  u  MBLEDON  is  one  mile  north-wejl  from  Wooler^^ 
in  Northumberland,  7  be  battle  <was  fought  in  the  field  be- 
hw  the  village  t  near  the  frefeni  Turnpike  Road,  in  afpot 
called  ever  fince  Ked-Riggs.— /f»«^/<'r/(iw  is  in  Glen- 
t)'ALE  Ward,  a  diftri£lfo  nofptd  in  this  county^  and  men^. 
tioned  above  in  ver.  16  ^m 

Voul.  C  IL  Tflit 
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II. 
The  battle  of  OTTERBOURNE. 

f  • 

The  only  Battle^  nuberetn  an  Earl  rf  Dwglas  totf/  Jlaiu 
fifhting  with  a  Percy ^  was  that  of  Otter o^urny  wJtich  is 
tnefubjeil  of  ^his  hauaJ,  It  is  here  related  with  the  allaiv 
able  partiality  of  an  Engl^fikpoet^  and  much  in  the  fame  man" 
ner  as  it  is  recorded  in  the  Englijh  Chronicles.  The  Scottijb 
writers  have,  tvith  a  partiality  at  lea/i  as  excufahky  re* 
lated  it  no  Irfs  in  their  otxm  favour.  Luckily  nue  lave  a 
very  circumfiantial  narratvve  rf  the  whole  affair  from 
Froijffart^  a  French  hiflorian^  who  appears  to  be  unkiaffed. 
Froijfarfs  relation  is  prolix ;  Jfkall  therefore  give  it^  with 
a  few  correSionSy  as  abridged  by  Carte  ^  tvho  has  however 
had  recourfe  to  other  authorities,  and  differs  from  Fraijfart 
ittfome  thingSy  luhich  Ifiall  note  in  the  margin. 

In  the  twelfth  year  of  Richard  I L  1388,  **  fke  Scots  tak- 
**  ing  advaniage  of  the  confufions  of  this  nation^  and  falling 
'*  with  a  party  into  t}ie  Wcfl-rftarches^  ravaged  the  countiy 
*•  about  CarlifU^  and  carried  off  Tpo  prif oners.  It  was  with 
*^  a  much  greater  force,  headed  ly  fome  of  the  principal  no^ 
♦*  bility^  thaty  in  the  beginning  of  Augufl  *,  they  invaded 
*'  Northumberland  *y  and^  having  wafted  part  tf  the  county 
•*  of  Durham  f ,  advanced  to  the  gates  of  Newcaftle ;  where, 
**  iu  afkirm'Jh,  they  took  a  *  penon*  or  colours  J  belonging 
••"  to  Henry  lord  Percy,  fumdmed  Hotfpur^  fon  to  the  earl  of 

\ 

m 

♦  Frofjhrtf peaks  of  both  parties  ( confining  in  all  of  more  than  ^0,OOQ 
mm)  as  entering  England  at  the  fame  time:  hut  the  greater- part  by  'way 
of  Carhfle. 

\  ^ndy  according  to  the  ballad,  that  part  of  Northumberland  called 
Bamboroughjhire  j  a  large  trad?  of  land  Jo  named  from  the  tonun  and  caf* 
tk  cf  Bamborough  ;  formerly  the  refdence  of  the  Northumbrian  Kings. 

\  This  circumjiance  is  omitted  in  the  ballad,  Hotfbur  and  Douglas 
%oere  txvo  young  xuarriort  much  rft^Jume  age, 

**  North* 
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**  jSforthumherlat^.     Tn  their  retreat  homey  they  attacked  a 
•'  caftlenear  Otter  bourn:  and^  in  the  evening  of  Auff  g,  (as 
**  toe  Englt/h  txjritersfay,  or  rather ^  according  to  Froijjarty 
••  J^ug*  \^.)  nfter  an  unfuccefsful  ajfault  tvere fuprized  ik 
•*  their  eamp^  which  was  very  Jirong,  by  Henry ^  tvho  at 
**  thefirft  <mfet  pitt  them  into  a  good  deal  of  confupon      But 
•*  James  tarltf  Douglas  rallying  his  men^  there  enfued  ont 
'^'  of  the  be^-f  ought  aSions  that  happened  in  that  a^e    both 
^^  armies  Jhewing  the  utmoft  bravery*:  the  earl  Douglds 
••  himfey^  being  Jlairi  on  the  f pot  t ;  the  earl  of  Murrty  mor* 
**  tally  ivounded ;  and  Hotff>urXj  with  his  brother  Ralph 
*'  Percys  taken  prifoners.     Thefe  difqfters  on  both  fides  have 
•*  given  oceafion  to  the  event  of  the  engagement  s  being  dif^ 
••  puted;  Froijfart  (*ujho  derives  his  relation  from  a  Scotch 
*•  knight^  fwo  gentlemen  rf  the  fame  country^  and  as  many 
•*  <f  Foix%)  affirming  that  the  Sects  remained ma/iers  of  the 
^*  field  I  and  the  Englijk -writers  infinuating  the  contrary* 
•*  Thefe  loft  maintain  that  the  Engli/h  had  the  better  of  the 
**  day :  but  night  coming  on^  fbnic  of   the  northern  lordsy 
•*  coming  ivith  the  bijhop  of  Durham  to  their  afpfiance^  hiU 
•*  led  many  of  them  by  mtftake^  fi*PP^fi^g  ^^^^  '^  he  Scotii 
•*  and  the  earl  of  Dunbar  y  at  the  fame  time  falling  on  ah» 
**,  other  fide  upon  Hotfpurj  took  him  and  his  brother  prifon" 
**  ersy  and  canitd  them  off  while  both  parties  were  fight* 
**  ing\     It  is  at  leafi  certain^  that  immediately  after  this 
•*  battle   the  Scots  engaged  in  it  made  the  be  ft  of  their  way 

♦  Vmjfart  fays  the  ETtgliJh  ixcaded  the  Septs  in  rrUmher  three  to  onCf 
tut  that  thefe  bad  the  advantage  of  the  gnuud,  and  nvere  affo  frejh  from 
JJeepi  *wli!e  the  Englljh  luere  great/y  fatigued  ivith  their  previoui  marcL, 

\  By  Henry  L  Percy,  according  to  this  ballad,  a?id  eur  old  Engli/h 
hifioriafti.  as  Stow,  Speed,  &c.  hut  borne  do-wn  by  numbers,  if  xve  may 
believe  Tioijfart 

X  Ihtfpur  {after  a  'uery  Jharf  eonfiSf)  noas  taken  frifoner  by  fohn 
lord  M»ntgcme.ry,  nuhofe  eldefi  fon,  HirJiugh,  luasjlain  in  the fafne  aSikn 
nuitb  an  arro^Uy  according  to  Crmufurds  Peerage  (aud  feetns  alfo  to  hf 
alluded  to  in  the  foregoing  ballad^  p.  I7.J,  but  taken  prifcner  and  ex" 
thanked  for  Hc'/pury  acccrding  to  this  hoi! ad 

§  Fioiffurt  (according  t6  the  F.ng'.  Tranjlaiion)  fays  he  had  his  account 
froM  two  f quires  cf  Fngla/td,   and  from  a  khight  and  f qui  re  of  Scotland, 
fMfi  after  tU  hattU, 
^  ,  C    2  •*  hQWei 
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''  boMit :  and  the  fame  fartf  i»as  taken  ty  the  tker  C9rp$ 
••  about  CarliJUr 

Such  is  the  account  colhStd  by  Carte ^  in  which  hefeems 
lnnt  to  be  free  from  partiality  :  for  prejudice  tnufl  e^wn  that 
Froijfart's  circutn/tantial  account  carries  a  great  appearance 
of  truths  and  he  gives  the  viHoiry  to  the  Scots.  He  hvmever 
does  juflice  to  the  courage  ^  both  parties ;  andrepr^atts  their 
mutual  generofty  infuch  a  lights  that  theprefent  age  might 
edify  by  the  example,  •*  I' he  Engfysjbnen  on  the  one  partye^ 
*•  and  Scottes  on  the  other  pariy^  are  good  men  of  warre^ 
^^for  nuhan  they  metCy  there  is  a  harafghte  Without  fpa^ 
•*  rynge»  T'here  isnohoo*  bettvene  them  as  long  asfpeares^ 
'^fivordes^  axesy  or  dagers  wyll  endure  *j  but  lay  on  eche 
**  upon  other :  and  whan  they  be  well  beaten^  and  that  the- 
•*  one  party  hath  obtayned  the  vi^ory^  they  than  glorijye  fo 
**  in  their  Jedes  of  armesy  and  are  fo  joyfully  thatfucheas 
•  •  be  takeuy  theyfhall  be  ranfomedcr  they  go  out  ofthefelde  f ; 
^^fo  that  Jhortely   £CHi   op    them    is   so    coNTENr£ 

•*WITH  OTHER,  THAT  AT  THBIH  DEPARTYNGB 
•*  CURTOYSLY  THEY  WILL    SAYE,    GoD  THANKE  YOU. 

•*  But  infyghtynge  one  luith  another  there  is  no  playe,  nor 
*'ffarynge,  ■  Froiffaris  Crof^cle  (as  tran/lated  by  Sir 
jooan  ffourchier  Lord  Berners)^  Cap*  cx^< 

The  following  Ballad  is  (in  this  prefcnt  edition)  printed 
from  an  old  MS*  in  the  Cotton  Library  J  (Cleopatra^  e.  i*vj 
and  contains  many  flanzas  more  than  were  in  the  former 
copy^.  which  was  tranfcribedfrom  a  MS,  in  the  Harleian 
Collet  ion  [No,  2g'^,fhl,  52.]  In  the  Cotton  MS  this  poem 
has  no  title f  but  in  the  Harleian  copy  it  is  thus  in/cribed, 
••  ji  fonge  made  in  R,  2.  his  tyme  of  the  battele  of  Otter* 
•'  burnCf  bct-iveene  Lord  Henry  Per  eye  earle  of  Nor  thorn- 

•  So  in  LatfghafHs  Utttr  concerning  ^  Eiixabeth^s  entertainment  dt 
KilUnj^worih  CujU'e,  1575,  iz**/.  61.  «»  Heer  wji  no  ho  in  devwi 
drinkyng**  y 

f  /*.  e,  Tbeyjcorn  to  taU  the  advantage ,  or  to  leep  them  lingering  in 
long  captivity. 

J  the  notice  of  this  MS-  I  mufi  acknowledge  loith  many  other  ohiiga" 
tions,  o%ving  to  thefriendjhif  of  Tbomas  Tyrwhitt,  Efq.  late  Clerk  <f 
the  Houje  of  Commons, 

••  berlande 
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^  herlandf  mnd  the  earle  Douglas  rf  ScotUnJef    Anno 

•*•  1388.** But  this  title  is  erroneous^  and  added  hyfotM 

ignorant  tranfcriher  rf  after  "times :  for^  i.  TJIfe  battle  nvas 
not  fought  by  the  earl  of  Northumberland^  wubo  was  abfentt 
hut  by  his f on  Sir  Hen  ft  t  Percy,  Knt.Jurnamfd  Hotj' 
SPUR*  (in  thoje  times  \hey  did  mt  ufualh  give  the  title  of 
Lord  to  an  earVs  eldejifm^)  2.  Alik^  the  battle  nvas 
fought  in  Richhrd  lids  time^  thefong  is  evidently  of  latar 
date^  as  appears  from  the  poet*s  quoting  the  chronicles  in  Pt» 
/f.  ver.  Jib ;  amifpeaking  of  Percy  in  the  lafl  fian%a  eu 
dead.  It  nvof  however  written  in  all  likelihood  as  early  as 
the  foregoing  fong^  if  not  earlier •  This  perhaps  may  be 
ifferredfrom  the  mintite  circumfianees  nvith  ivhich  the  flory 
is  related^  many  of  <which  are  recorded  in  no  chronicle ^  and 
were  probably  preferved  in  the  memory  of  old  people.  It  will 
he  objerved  that  the  authors  of  theje  two  poems  have  fomc 
lines  in  common ;  but  which  of  them  was  the  original  pror 
prietor  mujl  depend  upon  their  priority  \  and  this  thefagacity 
of  the  reader  mufi  determine. 

YT  fellc  abowght  the  LamalTe  tydc, 
Wban  hufbonds  wynn  thcr  haye. 
The  dowghtyc  Dowglaile  bowynd  hym  to  rydCf 
In  Ynglond  \q  take  a  praye : 

.  The  yerlle  of  Fyffe  *,  withowghtcn  iiiyffc,  5 

lie  bowynd  hym  over  Sulway  f : 
Thfe  grete  woldc  ever  together  rydc; 
That  race  they  may  rue  for  aye. 

Tef,  1.  winn  their  heaye.  Harl  MS,  This  is  the  NartbunAarian^ 
phtafi  to  thit  day  :  by  ivbicb  tbey  aliuays  exfreji  **  getting  in  their  hay** 

*  Robeit  Stuart,  fecondfon  of  K.  Robert  11. 

^  /.  e.  "  <n/er  Solway  frith.**  Ti>ii  eviderttly  refers  to  the  other  divi' 
^ok  of  the  Scottifh  armyy  *ivhicb  came  in  by  ivay  of  CariijU%  ^Bowyod^ 
or  Boundc  him  \  /.  «.  bied  him.     Vid,  Olojf. 

. .  '  C  3  Over 
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Over  ^*  Ottercap*  hyll  they  •  came  in. 

And  fo  dowyn  by  Rodclyflfc  cragge,  xo 

Upon  Grene  •  Ley  ton*  they  lyghtcd  dowyn, 
Styrande  many  a  flagge  f  i 

And  boldely  brente  Northotnb^rlondc, 

And  haryed  many  a  tawyn  5 
They  dyd  owr  Ynglyfsh  men  grctc  wiange^         1^ 

To  battell  that  were  not  bowyn. 

Than  fpake  a  heme  upon  the  bent^ 

Of  comfoi  te  that  wai  not  colde, 
J^nd  fayd,  v\'e  have  brent  Northomberlond, 

We  have  all  welth  in  holde.  so 

> 

Now  we  have  haryed  all  6amborowe{hyre» 
All  the  welth  in  the  worlde  have  we^ ; 

I  rede  we  ryde  to  Newe  Caflellji 
So  ffyll  and  flalwurthlyc 

♦  They :  fc.  the  earl  of  Douglas  and  bis  party.  <  The  fifueralfiof^ 
th^  here  mentioned  are  tvell-knonvn  places  in  Northumherlami.  Otter* 
cap-hill  is  in  the  farijh  of  Kirk-  J^elpingtony  in  Tynedale-^ti^rd,  Rode* 
lifiiB-  (or  as  it  is  more  ufually  pronounced  R«^delcy-)  Cragge  is  a  noted 
eliff  near  Rodfley,  ajmail  -village  intbe  parijh  of  Hartbianf  in  Morpeth* 
ivard:  It  liesfouth  eap  of  Ottcrcap,  and  has,  tvithin  thefe  few  y^^H 
heendifiinguifiedly  a  frnali  tower  ereBed  by  Sir  ff^alter  Blacket,  Bartm 
wbicbj  in  A  rmfir  ong's  ma/>  of  Northumberland,  i  ipompouJlycailedVLodfAtf^ 
caftle  Green  Leyton  is  another fmall  'uillage  in  the  fame  parijh  ef 
IJarthurnj  and  is  fouth-eaji  of  Rodeley.^^^Both  the  orig,  MSS.  read 
here  comtptly,  Hoppertop<w7</Lyiiton. 

f  Fer,  12.  This  Urn  is  corrupt  in  both  the  MSS.  vix.  *  Many  a 
ftyrande  ftagc.*— -S'/ags  have  been  tilled  ivithin  the  prefutt  century  en. 
fame  of  the  large  ivafiei  in  Northumherlois  • 

Uppoi^ 
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Uppon  thq inorowe,  when  it  was  dsqre,  %$' 

The  ftaadards  fchone  fulle  bryght; 
To  the  Newe  Cailelle  the  toke  the  waye, 
And  thether  they  cam  fuUe  ryght« 

* 
Sir  Henry  ^Periey  lnye  at  the  Newe  Caftelle,    * 

I  telle  yo\Y  wiihowtten  dcede ;  30 

He  had  byn  a  march-man  *  all  hys  dayei^ 

And  kepte  Barwyke  upon  Twede. 

To  the  New^  Caflell  when  they  cam^ 

The  Skottes  they  cr^de  on  h>  ght, 
6yr  Harye  Percy,  and  thow  byile  within,  3 ^ 

Com  to  the  fylde,  and  fyghu 

For  we  have  brente  Northomberlonde, 

Thy  eritage  good  ^nd  ryght  1 
And  fyne  my  logeyng  I  haye  take. 

With  my  braAde  dubbed  many  a  knyght,        40 

Sir  Harty  Percy  cam  to  the  walks. 
The  Skottyfsh  ode  for  to  fe ;    - 
5*  And  thow  haft  brente  Northomberlond, 
^    Full  ibreit.iewyth  me. 

Yf  thou  had:  haryed  all  Bambarowe  fliyre^         4$ 
'  Thow  hafi  done  me  grete  envye ; 

*'  M&rche-many  /.  e.  afcawrer  of  the  marcbtu 
f^r*  39*  i^ncfitmt  ktn  /•  mean  fiaqe. 

C  4  For 
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For  the  tidpaie  thow  hail  me  dourf  ' 
The  toae  of  «s  ichali  d]^e«^'       ^ 

Where  fthall  I  byxle  the,  fajrd  ihe  Dowglas  ^ 
Or  where  wylte  thow  come  to  me  i  50 

ff  At  Otterbome in  th<^  hygh  way^^     ' 
Ther  maift  thow  well  togeed  be« 

The  roo  M\  rekeles  titer  fkhe  rinnei^ 

To  make  the  game  and  glee : 
The  fawl^D  tind  the  fefauivl  bothf  gt 

Amonge  the  hakes  on  t  h^^ 

*  .  „  i  •  -  • 

V 

Ther  maift  thow  hai«  tTiy  wehh  at  jvyU^     ' 

Well  Ipoged  ther  maift  be. 
Vt  fchaU  not  be  long,  or  I  com  the  tyH,* 

gayd  Syr  Hvry  Pprcye,  6m 

Ttvsr  i^ll  I  bydc  th^  fayd  tlu  DoirgtM, 

By  the  fayth  of  my  bpdye, 
Thethcr  IchalU.comt  feyd  Syr  Hatty  ftjityi  '' 

My  trowth  \  pjyght  to  the. 

^  pypc  of  wyne  be  g^jro  thcip  oytr  tiie  waUes,  65 
^or  foth,  as  I  yow  faye : 

f  OtterWn  is  war  the  old  Watling-Jteet  roady^  in  the  farijb  tf 
^IJdon.  The  Scots  -ufff  .e9fampid  in  a gra§  fhi„  near tht  Rivtr  Read. 
Tbejlacr^w^re  tb^,  Scots  and  EngUfhJou{bt,  isfiiU  called  BalUc  Riggs. 

Ver,  53.  Roe-Vu  ks  wtfrtf  to  be  found  upon  the.  waReL  mtfiitjmm 

lUxham  in  tbe  reigu  ef  Geo.  I. If^hMdx  Efq.9f  mitfiiM,  i| 

Jaidto  bave deftroyed  tbe  lajt  of  tbem.     ^    ^'^  "^     •'f'  ^    T^^^«f^    ^ 

ThM 
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Thcr  he  mayd  the  Douglas  drynke^ 
And  all  hys  ofte  that  daQTC* 

The  Powglastmnyd  him  hostmnfxdtwgiyntf 
For  foth  withowghtenn^ye,  70 

He  tooke  his  logeyng  ft  OterboiUf 
^ppoo  ja  Weil^Ds^dijri 

And  ther  b^  pyght  hyt  ftandord  dowyiii 

Hys  gcttyng  more  and  Icffe, 
And  fyne  he,  warned  hys  men  to  goo  .  y J 

To  chofe  thei:  feldyogs  gr€0e« 

A  Skottyishe  knyght  hoved  upoa  the  bent, 

A  wache  I  dare  well  faye : 
So  was  he  ware  on  the  noble  Perey 

In  the  dawnynge  of  the  daye*  to* 

He  prycked  to  his  pavyleon  dore. 

As  fafte  as  he  royght  ronne. 
Awaken,  Dowglas,  cryed  the  knyght^ 

For  hys  love,  that  fyttes  yn  trone« 

Awaken»  Douglas,  cryed  the  knyght,  ^  8| 

For  thow  maifie  waken  wyth  wynoe : 

Vender  have  I  fpyed  the  prowde  Percy^ 
And  feven  fiandardes  wyth  bym» 

Nay  by  my  trowth,  the  Douglas  fayed^ 
ijEt  ysi  but  a  fayned  taylle :  $9 

f,  77*  upon  tiM  beft  bent*  MS4 
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He  durde  not  loke  on  my  bred  Ixuiiiery  * 
For  all  Ynglonde  fo  haylle* 

W«  I  not  ycflerdaye  at  the  Newe  Ciflell, 

That  floods  fo  fayre  oo  Tyne  ? 
For  all  the  men  the  Ferry  hade,  -  9J 

He  cov^de  not  garre  jooe  ones  to  dyae. 

He  ftepped  owt  at  hys  pavelyon  dore^ 

To  loke  and  it  were  lefle ; 
Araye  yow,  lordyngs,  one  and  all. 

For  here  bygynnes  no  peyfle.  xo6 

Thejrerie  of  Menftaye<^,  thow  arte  my  emej 

The  forwarde  I  gyve  to  the : 
The  yerlle  of  Huntlay  cawte  and  kene, 

He  fchall  wyth  the  be. 

The  lorde  of  Bowghan  f  in  armure  bryght        105 

On  the  other  band  he  fchall  be : 
Lorde  Jhonilone,  and  lorde  Maxwell, 

They  tor  fchall  be  with  me. 

Swynton  fayre  fylde  upon  your  pryde 

To  bate' I  make  yow  bowen :  .no 

Syr  Davy  Scotte>  Syr  Walter  Stewarde, 
Syr  Jhonof  Agurflone. 

A    FYTTE.      , 

*  TUcarlrfMmttiti,  *  TU  l»d  Btttbim. 

THB 
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TH  E  Perfly  came  byfore  hys  ode, 
Wych  was  ever  a  gentyll  knyght^ 
Upon  t^e  Dowglas  lowde  can  he  cryci 
I  wyll  holde  that  I  have  hyght  i 


'f 


For  thow  hafte  brente  Noithumberlondct  j 

And  done  roe  grete  envye ; 
For  thys  trefpafle  thou  haft  roe  done^ 

The  tone  of  us  fchaU  dye* 

The  Dowglas  anfwerde  hym  agayne 

With  grete  wurds  up  on  •  hee*,  10 

And  fayd,  I  have  twenty  agaynft  *  thy*  one  % 

Byholde  and  thow  maiHe  fee. 

Wy  th  that  the  Percye  was  grctyd  fore. 

For  fothc  as  I  yow  faye: 
[•f  He  lygh ted  dowyn  upon  his  fete,  ^it 

And  fchoote  his  horiTe  clene  away* 

Every  ipan  fawe  that  he  dyd  foo. 

That  ryall  was  ever  in  rowght ; 
Every  man  fckoote  hys  horile  him  froo^ 

And  lyght  hym  rowynde  abowght*  I  so 

r.  1 .  1 3.  Pearcy.  al.  MS.    K  4,  Twill  Uld  to  what  I  have  prcmifeJ. 
fjr.  10.  hyc.  MSS,     Ver  \  1.  the  one.  MS. 

^  He  probably  magnifies  bisftrengtb  to  induce  bim  tofHrremUr, 

4*  ^l  tbat/ollow9f  included  in  Brnchtts^  wm  nqi  in  the  firft  Mdition, 

Thui 
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Thus  Syr  Hary  Pcrcyc  tokc  the  fyldcp 

For  foth,  as  I  yow  faye : 
Jefu  Cryfle  in  htvyn  (m  hyght 

Dyd  hclpe  hym  well  that  daye. 

But  nyne  thowzand*  ther  was  no  modi  $g 

The  cronykle  wyll  not  layne : 
Forty  tfaowfiuifde  Skottes  and  fowre 

That  day  fowght  them  agayne» 

But  when  the  batall  byganne  to  joyne. 

In  haft  ther  came  a  knyght,  j# 

'  Then'  lettort  fay  re  fiirth  hath  he  tayne 
And  thus  h<^  ikyd  full  ryght  t 

ify  lorde,  your  father  he  gretes  yow  well, 

Wyth  many  a  noble  knyght ; 
He  defyrea  yow  to  bydc  3  j 

That  he  may  fee  thys  fj^hu 


*  - 


The  Bsron  of  Oraftoke  ys  com  owt  of  the  weft, 

Wyth  hym  a  noble  companye ;     . 
All  they  loge  at  your  fathers  thys  nyght. 

And  the  Battel  fayne  wold  they  fee.  49 

-  For  Jefu's  love,  fayd  Syr  Harye  Percy ^ 
That  dyed  for  yow  and  me, 
Wcnde  to  my  lorde  my  Father  agayne, 

And  faye  thow  faw  me  not  with  yee: 

a  -^       'My 


ANCIENT   POEMS.       29 

Mytrewthyipi3rghttoyonneSkott7flikn]rght,  4$ 

It  nedes  me  not  to  layDe, 
That  I  ichulde  byde  hym  upon  thys  bent. 

And  I  have  hyt  trowth  agayne  a 

And  if  that  I  wende  off  thys  grownde 
For  foth  unfougbten  awaye,  jO^ 

He  wolde  mt  call  but  a  kowarde  knyght 
In  hys  londe  another  daye. 

Yet  had  I  lever  t«  be  rynde  and  rente^ 

By  Mary  that  mykel  maye ; 
Then  ever  nny  manhod  fchulde  be  reprovyd        55 

Wyth  a  Skotte  another  daye« 

Wherfore  fchote,  archan,  for  my  £ike#^ 

And  let  fcharpe  arowes  flee : 
MynftrcUs,  playe  up  for  your  waryiba^ 

And  well  quyf  it  fchall  be.  69 

Every  man  thynke  on  hys  trewelovc^- 

And  marke  hym  to  the  Trenite^ 
For  to  God  I  make  myne  avowc 

Thys  day  wyll  I  not  fle« 

The  blodye  Harte  in  the  Dowglas  angles,  6^ 

Hys  Itanderde  flode  on  hye ; 
That  every  man  myght  full  well  knowet 

By  fyde  ftode  Staries  thre* 

Thtf. 
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The  whyte  Lyon  od  the  Ynglyfli  parte^ 
Forfoth  as  I  yow  fayoe;  }e 

The  LuceUs  and  the  CreiTawnts  both : 
The  Skotts  fought  them  agayne  *.} 

Uppon  ient  Andrewc  lowde  cane  they  crye^ 
And  thryfle  they  fchovvte  on  hyght. 

And  fyne  marked  them  one  owr  Ynglyfshe  men,  7  j 
As  I  have  tolde  yow  ryght. 

Sent  George  the  bryght  owr  ladyes  knyghf^ 

To  name  they  f  Were  full  fayne, 
Owr  Ynglyfshe  men  they  cryde  on  hyght. 

And  thryfle  the  fchowtte  agayne*  80 

Wyth  that  fcharpc  arowes  bygan  to  fleci 

I  tell  yow  in  fcrtaynej 
Men  of  armes  bygannc  to  joyne } 

Maey  a  dowghty  man  was  ther  ilayne# 

The  Percy  and  the  Dowglas  mette,  8j 

^  That  ethel"  of  ether  was  fayoe ; 
Tliey  fchappcd  together,  why  1 1  that  the  fwette, 
With  fwords  of  fync  CoUaynej 


♦  *I%e  a.^cient  Arm^  of  DouOLAS  are  -pretty  accurately  emhlawmed  in 
the  former  fa  K'z  a    and  ij  the  reaJ/ngs   luere,  The  crowned  liatte,  anJ 

Abov  e  ItiAle  ftji^res  ihre,  it  <oouIAbc  mimiely  exail  at  fbis  d*ty  •* Ai 

for  the  Percy^7;///>',  cvf  of  their  ancient  Badges  ot  Cognizances^  lu'at 
a  white  Lyon  Stntjnt  and  the  Silver  Crcfccnt  ctnitinues  to  he  ufsd 
hy  thi-m  to  this  duj  :  They  uljo  give  tliree  Luces  livgentfor  om  of  their 
cuarttrs, 

f  i,e.rkeEnglifh. 

Tyll 
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Tyll  thebloode  from  ther  baflbnetts  rannCi  ' 
As  the  roke  doth  in  the  rayne«  90 

¥elde  the  to  me,  fayd  the  bowglas, 
Or  ells  thow  fchalt  be  flayne : 

For  I  ice,  by  thy  bryght  baflbncf, 

Thow  arte  fum  man  of  myght;  ^ 

And  fo  I  do  by  thy  burnyfshed  brandC|  9J 

Thow  aU.  an  yerle,.  or  ells  a  knyght  *. 

By  my  good  faythe,  fayd  the  noble  Percy, 

Now  haile  thou  rede  full  ryght, 
Yet  wyll  I  never  yelde  me  to  the, 

Whyll  I  may  flonde  and  fyght.  100 

They  fwapped  together,  whyll  that  they  fwette, 

Wythfwordes  fcharpe  and  long; 
Ych  on  other  fo  fafle  they  beette, 

Tyll  ther  helmes  cam  in  peyfes  doWyn, 

The  Pc'cy  was  a  man  of  ftrenghth,  loj 

2  tell  yow  in  thys  ftbunde. 
He  fmote  the  Dowglas  at  the  fwordes  length, 
.   That  he  felle  to  the  growynde. 

The  fvvoide  was  fcharpe  and  fore  can  byte, 

I  te)l  yow  ill  f<rtay he ;  x  lO 

To  the  harte,  he  cowde  hym  fmyte. 
Thus  was  ihe  Dowglas  (layne. 

*  Beiner  all  in  armour  be  could  not  knvw  him* 

3  The 
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The  fionderdi  ftode  fiyll  on  eke  fydc, 

With  many  a  grevoui  grooe; 
Ther  the  fowght  the  day,  and  all  the  nyght,    ii^ 

And  many  a  dowg^ty  man  was  *  flone** 

Ther  was  no  freke,  that  ther  wolde  fly«, 

But  ftyffiy  in  fiowre  can  flond, 
Ychone  hewyng  on  other  whyll  they  myght  drye^ 

Wyth  many  a  bqrilefttU  bronde»  i  i<:$ 

Ther  wai  flaync  upon  the  Skotte ^  fyde» 

For  foth  and  fertenly, 
Syr  James  a  Dowglas  ther  was  flayne^ 

That  daye  that  he  cowde  dye* 

* 
•  » 

The  yerlle  Mentaye  of  he  was  ilaynei  i  tf 

Gryfely  groned  uppon  the  growynd; 

Syr  Davy  Scotte,  Syr  Waller  Steward, 
Syr  *  John*  of  Agurftonne  ** 

Syr  Charlies  Morrejr  in  that  plaee^ 

That  never  a  foto  wold  flye ;  i  $4 

Sir  Hughe  MaKweU»  a  lorde  he  was^ 

With  the  DoWglas  dyd  he  ^ye* 

K.  1 16.  ilaytie.  MSS.  K  1 24.  /.  e.  He  died  that  dty. 

*  #tfr  o/i  Minftrel  repeats  thefe  names,  om  Homer  dad  Virgil  do  thofeef 
their  Heroes  : 

— —  fortemque  Gyaniy  forteinqae  Cloanchom,  &c.  &c. 
fiMh  the  MSS.  read  here,  **  Sir  Jamci^"  htU/ee  ahove,  Pi,  L  ver.  x  is. 

Ther 
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^her  was  (layne  upon  the  Skottcs  fyde, 

For  foth  as  I  yow  faye, 
Of  fowre  and  forty  thowfandc  Scotts  13  J 

Went  biit  eyghtcne  awaye. 

'ther  was  llaync  upon  the  Yoglyfthe  fydej 

For  foth  and  fertenlye, 
A  gentell  knyght,  Sir  John  Fkz-hughe^ 

Yt  was  tlie  more  petye;  140 

Syr  Jami^s  Hariebotell  thcr  was  llaync, 

Fdr  hym  ther  hartes  were  fore, 
The  gentyll  *  Lovelle*  ther  was  flayne^ 

That  the  Percye^  flanderd  bore* 

Thcr  was  ilayne  uppoh  the  Tnglyfsfli  pertc,     145; 

For  foth  as  I  yow  faye; 
Of  nyne  thowfand  Ynglyfsh  men 

Fyve  hondert  cam  awaye  i 

The  other  were  flaync  in  the  fylde, 

Cryfle  kepe  ther  fowles  from  wo^  t^q 

Seyng  ther  was  fo  fewe  ftyndes 

Agaynft  fo  many  a  foo. 

Then  one  the  morne  they  mayd  them  beerei 

Of  byrchj  and  hayfell  graye; 
Many  a  wydowe  with  wepyng  teyres  i  j j 

Ther  makes  they  fette  awaye* 

K  143.  Covelle.  MS,^F9r  the  namts  in  this  fagk,  ft*  thi  Rmarks 
4t  the  end  rf  this  fia/M  ^»  >  5  3«  »»«•  »#  #•  «• 

Y0Li  h  S>  Thyi 
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Thys  frayc  bygan  at  Otterborne, 

Bytwenc  the  nyghtc  and  the  d?.y : 
Ther  the  Dowglas  loft  hys  lyfe, 

And  the  Percy  was  lede  awaye  *•  z6o 

Then  was  ther  a  Scottyflie  prifoner  tayne, 
Syr  Hughe  Mongomery  was  hys  name^ 

For  foth  as  I  yow  fayc, 
He  borowed  the  Percy  home  agayne  t> 

Now  let  us  all  for  the  Percy  prayc  165 

To  Jefu  moft  of  myght. 
To  bryng  hys  fowle  to  the  blyfle  of  heveo, 

FoF  he  was  a  gentyll  knyght* 

*4k*  Mofi^f  the  names  in  the  two  ftreceding  ballads  are 
found  to  have  belonged  to  families  of  diJiinSHon  in  the  Nortk^ 
as  may  be  made  appear  from  authentic  records.     Thus  in 

The  ancient  BALLAD  of  CHEVY  CHASE. 

Pag.  14. 

Fer.  1 12,  Agerftone.]  The  family  of  Haggerfton  of 
Haggerfton,  near  Berwick^  has  beenfeated  there  for  mof^ 
centuries^  and  flill  remains*  Thomas  Haggerfton  v^as 
among  the  commijponers  returned  for  Northumberland  in 
J 2  Hen,  6,  1433.  (P^^^*^  Worthies^  p»  310.^  The  head 
•f  this  family  at  prefent  is  Sir  Thomas  Haggerfion,  Bart, 
of  Haggerfton  abovementioned. 

N,  B.  The  name  isfpelt  Agerftone,  as  in  the  text^  m 
Lelands  Itinerary^  FoL  FIL  p.  54. 

*  fc.  captive, 

\  In  the  Cotton  MS,  it  tbefollowifig  Nqteon  ver,  164,  in  an  ancient 
hand. 

«  Syr  Hewe  Mongomery  takyn  prizonar,  was  delyvered  for  the 
leflorynge  of  Perfly.'* 

V*  165.  Percycs.  Harl  MS. 

Fer.  1 13. 
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Ver%  It 5.  HartlyO  Hartley  is  a  tnllage  near  the 
Jea  in  the  barony  of  Tinemouthj  about  7   m,  from  North' 
Shields*     It  prwMy  gave  name  to  a  family  <f  note  at  that 
time, 

.  Fer,  114.  Heat  one.]  This  family^  one  of  the  mojl  ancient^ 
nuas  long  if  great  confideration^  in  llortbumherland.  Had- 
deOon,  the  Caput  Baronii:e  of  Heron^  was  their  ancient  Reji* 
dence.  It  defcended  i^  Ed<w*  L  to  the  Heir  General  Emi- 
lih€  Heron  afterwards  Batonefs  Darcy.— Ford,  l^c.  and 
Bockeniield  (in  torn,  eodem)  went  at  the  fame  time  to  Roger 

"  Heron  the  Heir  Male  ;  who/e  defendants  were  fammohed 
to  Parliament :  5/r  William  Heron  ofFwd  Caftle  being  fum^ 
moned  44  Edo3*  HI.  -^Ford  Caftle  bath  defcended  by  Heirs 
General  to  the  family  <f  Delaval  (mentioned  in  the  next 

.article J ^^Robcrt  Heron,  Efym  who  died  at  Newark  in 
1755,  (Father  of  the  Right  Hon,  Sir  Richard  Heron, 
Bart.)  was  Heir  Male  if  the  Herons  of  Bockenfieldy  a 

younger  branch  of  this  family, — Sir  Thomas  Heron  Mid- 
dleton,  Bart,  is  Heir  Mate  of  the  Herons  of  Chip^Chafe 
another  branch  of  the  Herons  if  Ford  Caftle  % 

^^.  11^.  Lovele.]  Joh.  de  Lavale,  miles,  wasjheriff 
.rf  Northumberland  34  Hen,  ^//.— Joh.  de  Lavele,  mil. 
in  the  1  Edw.  VI,  and  afterwards*  (Fuller,  3 13  J  In  Ni^ 
tholfon  this  name  isfpelt  Da  Lovel,  p,  304*  Thisfeems  to 
he  the  ancient  family  of  Delava],  if  Sea  ton  Delaval,  in 
Northumberland^  whofe  Anceflorwas  one  of  the  2  j  Baroni 
appointed  to  be  Guardians  ^  Magna  Charta* 

Vef,  117.  Rugbe.]  The  ancient  family  of  VLokh^y^  in 
Torkfiire^  feems  to  be  here  intended.  In  Thorefbfs  Ducats 
)Leod,p,  253, /o/.  is  a  genealogy  of  this  houfe^  by  which 
it  aptears  that  the  head  of  the  family^  about  the  time  when 
this  ballad  was  written^  was  Sir-  Ralph  Rokeby,  Knt^ 
Ralph  being  a  common  name  of  the  Rokebys* 

Ver,  119.  Wetharrington.]  Rog.  dc  Widrington  was 
fittriff  of  Northumberland  in  ^bof  Edw^  III.    (Fuller^  p^ 

D  a  3II-J— 
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31 1 J — Joh.  de  Widriogton  mix  of  Hen.  IF\  emJ  manf 
€tkers  of  the  fame  name  afterwards^'--—-  See  alfo  Nickolfon^ 
p.  331. — Cf  this  family  was  the  late  Lvrd  Wtthtrinpm. 

Ver.  1 24.  Mongonbcrry.]  Sir  Hugh  Montgomery 
voas  fon  of  John  Lord  Montgomery |.  the  lipeaJ  anchor  of 
the  prefent  Earl  of  Eglington, 

Ver.  125.  Lwdale.]  7he  ancientfamih  of  the  Li  ddels 
"vcere  originally  from  Scotland^  where  they  were  Lords  of 
Li-DDEL  CallTe,  and  of  the  Barony  of  Bun.  (F'id.  Collinses 
Peerage.)  The  head  of  this  family  is  the  prefent  LordRa^ 
venfworthy  of  Ravenfworth  Cqftk^  in  the  county  of  Durham. 

h  The  battle  of  OTTERBOURNE. 

Pag,  a6.  wer,  10  r,  Mcntaye.]  At  the  time  of  this  battU 
the  Earldom  of  Menteith  waspoffijfed  by  Robert  Stewart, 
Earl  of  Fife^  third  fon  of  K.  Robert  IL  who^  according  to 
Buchanan^  commanded  the  Scots  that  entered  by  Carlijltm 
But  oar  Minfirel  had  probably  an  eye  to  the  family  of 
Graham,  who  had  this  Earldom  when  the  ballad  was 
written.     See  Douglases  Peerage  of  Scotland^  1 764,  foL 

Fer.  103.  Huntlcyc]  Thisjiews  this  ballad  was  not 
eompofed  before  \^i^<^\  for  in  that  year  Alexander  Lord  of 
Gordon  and  Huntley ^  was  created  Earl  of  Huntley  by  Ju 
James  //. 

Ver.  105.  Bowghan*]  The  jB^ir/ 3^  Buchan  atthattini^ 
was  Alexander  Stewzrt^  fourth  fon  of  K.  Robert  //^ 

Ver.  107.  Jhonflonc — ^Maxwell.]  Thfe  two  families 
rf  John  (lone  Lord  of  Johnfton,  and  Maxwell  Lord  of 
J^axweil,  were  always  'very  powerful  on  the  borders*  Of 
.the former  family  was  Johnilon  Marauis  <f  Awiandale:  of 
the  latter  was  Maxwell  Earl  of  Nit/ifdafe.  I  cannot  find 
that  any  chief  of  this  family  was  named  Sir  Hugh ;  but 
Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  was  about  this  time  much  difiin^ 
gui/ked^    ^See  Doug.)     This  might  have  been  originalfy 

written 
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^vritten  Sir  H,  Maxwell,  and  by  tranfcr tiers  converted 
into  Sir  Hugh.  So  above,  in  N°  I.  v.  90.  Richard  is 
contra^ed  into  Ric. 

Ver.  lOQ.  Svvintone.]  i.e,  T^e  Laird  of  SwjnTosei 
a  /mall  ^village  within  the  Scottijh  border,  3  miles  from 
Norham.     This  family  Jiill fubjifts,  and  is  very  ancient* 

yer.  III.  Scotte.]  The  illuftrious family  of  Scot,  an- 
cejlors  of  the  Duke  of  Buccleughy  always  made  a  ^reat  figure 
on  the  borders s  Sir  Walter  Scot  was  at  th^  head  of  this 
family  when  the  battle  was  fought ;  but  his  great-grandfoiL, 
Sir  David  Scot,  was  the  hero  of  that  houfe,  when  the 
Ballad  was  written. 

Ibid,  Stewarde.]  The  perfon  here  dejtgned  was  probably 
Sir  Walter  Stewart,  Lord  of  Dalfwinton  and  Gairlies^ 
*U}ho  was  eminent  at  that  time  (See  Doug,)  From  him  is 
defcended  thfi  prefent  Earl  of  Gallowfiy, 

Ver,  112.  Agnrdonne]  The  feat  tf  this  family  was 
Jometimes  fubjtH  to  the  Kings  of  Scotland,     Thus  Richard- 

dns  Hagerfloun,  miles,  is  one  of  the  Scottijh  knights  who 
figned  a  treaty  wii/i  the  Englijh  in  12.^9.  temp.  Hen*  II h 

(Nicholfon,  p,  2 .  note  ) — //  was  the  fate  of  many  parts  of 

'Horthumberlar^  often  to  change  their  majiers^  according  as 

the  Scottijh  or  Efiglijb  arms  prevailed, 

Pag,  32.  ver.  129.  Murrey.]  The  perfon  here  meant 
vjas  probably  Sir  Charles  Murray  of  Cockpoole,  whoflou- 
rijhedat  that  time,  and  was  anceftor  of  the  MurrsLysfome- 
time  Earls  of  Amandale*     See  Doiig.  Peerage, 

Pag,  33.  ver,  I  ^9.  Fitz-hughe.]  Dugdale  (in  his  Baron* 
f^,  I.  p.  4*5. 3. ^  informs  us,  that  John,  Jon  of  Henry  Lord  Fitz- 
hugli,  was  killed  a/  the  battle  of  Otterbourne*  This  was 
ft  ^Northumberland family,  f^id,  Dugd,  p,  ^o"^  col,  i.  and 
Nicholfon,  pp,  33.  60. 

Ver.  141.  Harbotle.]  Ha R bottle  is  a  village  upon 
(he  river  Coquet ^  about  \o  m,  voejl  of  Rothbur^,     Thefa- 

D   3  miU 
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mify  of  Harbottlc  was  once  conJiderahU  in  Nortbumherkutd^ 
(See  Fuller^  pp.  312,  $i}>)  A  daughter  of  Guifchard 
Harbottle,  Efq.  married  Sir  Thomas  Percy,  Knufin  of 
Henry  the  Fifth^'^^nd father  of  ThomsLS  feventh^  EarU  of 
florthumberlandn 


III. 

The  JEW'S  DAUGHTER, 

A  Scottish  Ballad, 

Is  founded  upon  the  fuppofed  pradice  of  the  Jews  tn 
crucifying  or  othenoife  murthering  Chrifian  children^  out  of 
hatred  to  the  religion  of  their  parents :  a  praSlice  which 
hath  been  always  alledged  in  excufe  for  the  cruelties  exercifed 
upon  that  wretched  people ^  hut  which  probably  never  hap- 
pened in  afingle  inftance*     For^  if  we  conjider^  on  the  one 
hand^  the  ignorance  and  fuperfiition  of  the  times  whenfuch 
fories  took  their  rife^  the  virulent  prejudices  of  the  monks 
who  record  them^  and  the  eagernefs  with  which  they  would 
be  catched  up  by  the  barbarous  populace  as  a  pretence  for  plun- 
der \  on  the  other  hand^  the  great  danger  incurred  by  the, 
perpetrators y  and  the  inadequate  motives  they  could  have  to 
excite  them  to  a  crime  offo  much  horror  ;  nve  may  reafonahly 
conclude  the  ivhole  charge  to  be  groundlefs  and  malicious 

The  following  ballad  is  probably  built  upon  fame  Italian 
Legend^  and  bears  a  great  refemblance  to  the  PrioreJfe*s  Tale 
in  Chaucer  :  the  poetfeems  alfo  to  have  had  an  eye  to  the 
known  flory  of  FiuGH  ()F  Lincoln,  a  child f aid  to  hrwe 
been  there  murtkered  by  the  Jews  in  the  reign  (f  Henry  IlL 
The  conclufoH  of  this  ballad  appears  to  be  luanting :  what 
it  probably  contained  may  befecn  in  Chaucer,  As  for  Mi  R  R  Y- 
L  A  N  D  '1  ou  N ,  it  is  probably  a  corruption  of  Ml  lav  (called 
by  the  Dutch  iVJkylandt)  Town:  the  Pa /V  rtidenilj 
the  river  Po ;  altho'  the  Adige^  not  the  Po,  runs  thro*  MilaUt 
Printed  from  a  MS.  copy  fent from  Scotland. 


THE 
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TH  E  rain  rins  doun  through  Mirry -land  toune, 
Sae  dois  it  doune  the  Pa : 
Sae  dois  the  lads'  of  Mirry-land  toune, 
Quhan  they  play  at  the  ba*. 

Than  out  and  cam  the  Jevvis  docht^r,  5 

Said,  Will  ye  cum  in  and  dine  ? 
'^  1  winnae  cum  in,  I  cannae  cum  in, 

Without  my  play-feres  nine." 

Scho  powd  an  apple  reid  and  white 

To  intice  the  zong  thing. in:  10 

Scho  powd  an  apple  white  and  reid. 

And  that  the  fweit  bairne  did  win. 

And  fcho  has  taine  out  a  little  pen-knifci 

And  low  down  by  her  gair, 
Scho  has  twin'd  the  zong  thing  and  his  life ;        i  j 

A  word  he  nevir  fpak  mair. 

And  out  and  cam  the  thick  thick  bluid, 

And  out  and  cam  the  thin ; 
And  out  and  cam  the  bonny  herts  bluid: 

Thair  was  nae  life  left  in.  20 

Scho  laid  him  on  a  drefiing  borde, . 

And  dreft  him  hke  a  fwine. 
And  laughing  faid,  Gae  nou  and  pley 

With  zour  fweit  play-feres  nine. 

D  4  SchQ 


40        ANCIENT    POEMS.. 

Scho  rowd  him  in  a  cake  of  lead,  45 

Bade  him  lie  flil  and  ileip« 
Scho  caft  him  in  a  deip  draw-well| 

Was  fifty  fcdom  deip. 

Quhan  bells  wer  rung,  and  mais  wag  fung| 

And  every  lady  went  hame:  3© 

Than  ilka  lady  had  her  zong  fonne, 
Bot  lady  Helen  had  nane. 

Scho  rowd  hir  mantll  hir  about. 

And  fair  fair  gan  (he  weip : 
And  (lie  ran  into  the  Jewis  cafiel|  3| 

Quhan  they  wer  all  afleip. 

My  bonny  fir  Hew,  my  pretty  fir  Hew, 

I  pray  thee  to  me  fpeik. 
f*  O  lady,  rioiii  to  the  deip  drawrwell, 

Gin  ze  zour  lonne  wad  feik."  ^q 

Lady  Helen  ran  to  the  deip  draw:.weiri 

And  knelt  upon  her  kne : 
My  bonny  fir  Hew,  an  ze  be  here, 

I  pray  thee  fpeik  to  me. 

*^  The  lead  is  wondrous  heavy,  milher,  45 

The  well  is  wondrous  deip, 

A  keen  penknife  flicks  in  myhert| 

A  word  I  dounae  fpeik* 

5ac 


ANCIENT    POEMS,        4? 

pae  hame,  gae  hame,  my  mithcr  deir. 

Fetch  me  my  windling  (heet^  59 

And%t  the  back  o'  Mirry-land  toiini 

Its  thair  we  twa  fall  meet." 

f       ^       %       *       'H 


IV. 
SIR    CAULINE. 

ffAis  old  romantic  tale  was  preferred  in  the  Editor  sfeH^ 
MS.  but  in  Jo  very  defeHi*ve  and  mutilated  a  condition  (not 
from  any  cnafm  in  the  MS.  but  from  Treat  omijion  in  the 
tranfcript^  probably  copied  from  the  faulty  recitation  of  fome 
illiterate  mlnftrell)^  and  the  whole  appeared fo  far  Jliort  of 
the  perfeHion  it  feemed  to  deferve^  that  the  Editor  was 
tempted  to  add  feveralfanzas  in  the  firft  part ^  and  Jlill  more 
in  thefecond^  to  conned  and  compleat  thej^ory  ip.  the  manner 
which  appeared  to  him  moji  interejling  and  affe^ing. 

There  is  fomething  peculiar  in  the  metre  of  this  old  ballad: 

it  is  not  unufual  to  meet  with  redundant  Jlanzas  of  fix  lines ; 

but  the  occafional  infertim  of  a  double  third  or  fourth  line^ 

as  ver,  3 1 ,  is^c,  is  an  irregularity  I  do  not  remember  to  have 

feen  elfewhere. 

It  may  be  proper  to  inform  the  reader  before  he  comes  to 
Ptn2y  V,  110,  iii^  that  the  round  table  was  not pe^ 
culiar  to  the  reign  of  K.  Arthur\  but  was  common  in  all  tJie 
ages  of  Chivalry,  The  proclaiming  a  great  turnament 
(probably  with  fome  peculiar  folemnities)  was  called "''  hold- 
**  ing  a  Round  Table.**  Dugdale  tells  us,  that  the  great 
baron  Roger  de  Mortimer  '*  having  procured  the  honour  of 
•'  knighthood  to  be  corf  erred  '  on  his  three  fns*  by  K, 
•*  Edw.  L  he,  at  his  own  cofis,  caufed  a  tourneament  to 
**  be  held  at  Kenilworthy  where  hefumptuoufly  entertained 
^^  an  hundred  knights,  and  as  many  ladies,  for  three  days\ 
*'  the  like  whereof  was  never  before  in  England)  and  there 
£  "  began 
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•*  hezan  the  round  table,  (fo  called  by  rea/on  that  the 
*^  place  wherein  they  praHiJed  thofe  feats  was  eitvinmed 
•*  with  ajirong  wall  made  in  a  round  farm :)  And  upon 
♦*  the  fourth  day^  the  golden  lion^  i^fg^  rf  triumph^  being 
^^ yielded  to  him \  he  carried  it  (with  all  the  company)  to 
•*  Warwick^* — It  may  further  be  added^  that  Matthew 
Paris  frequently  calls  jufs  and  turnaments  Haftiludia 
Menfae  Rotund x. 

As  to  what  will  be  ohferved  in  this  ballad  rf  the  art  ^ 
dealing  being  pradifed  by  a  young  princefs\  it  is  no  more 
than  what  is  ufual  in  all  the'  old  romances^  and  was  con- 
formable to  real  maitners:  it  being  a  ptaS^ice  derived  from 
the  earliejl  times  among  all  the  Gothic  and  Celtic  nations^  fw 
women^  even  of  the  highejl  rank^  to  exercife  the  art  rf  fur' 
gery.  In  the  Northern  Chronicles  we  always  find  theyowtg 
damfels  fianching  the  WQUttds  of  their  loversy  and  the  wives 
thofe  of  their  hufbands  *•  A^d  evenfo  late  as  the  time  of 
}^  Elizabeth  t  it  is  mentioned  an^ong  the  accomplijhments  of 
the  ladies  of  her  court ^  that  the  **  eldefl  of  them  are  skil- 
ful in  burger  y,"  See  HarrifofCs  Defer iption  of  Eng'f 
laudy  prefixed  to  HoUing/hed^s  Cirouicle^  <5f(^ 

The    First   Part. 

IN  Ireland,  ferr  over  the  fea. 
There  dwelleth  a  bonnye  kinge; 
And  with  him  a  yong  and  comlye  knightCf 
Men  call  hini  fyr  Cauline. 

The  kinge  had  a  ladye  to  his  daughter,  j 

In  fafl^yon  flie  hath  no  peere; 
And  princely  wightes  that  ladye  wooed 

To  be  theyr  wedded  fe^re. 

♦  See  Northirn  jlntiquitUs,    fisfc.  vol,  I,  p,  318.  v^U  IL  p,  loo. 

Miimfrti  di  la  CbevaUi  i$,     TottuLp,^^ 

Syr 
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Syr  Cauline  loveth  her  bcft  of  all, 

But  nothing' durft  he  faye ;  IQ 

Ne  defcreeve  his  counfayl  to  no  man^ 

But  deerlye  he  lovde  this  may« 

Till  on  a  daye  it  fo  beffcll. 

Great  dill  to  him  was  dight ; 
The  maydens  love  removde  his  mynd,  i^ 

To  care-bed  went  the  knightc- 

One  while  he  ipred  his  armes  him  iVo, 

One  while  he  fpred  them  nye : 
And  aye  I  but  I  winne  that  ladyes  love, 

Foj:  dole  now  I  mun  dye.  20 

And  whan  our  parifh-maile  was  don^ 

Our  kinge  was  bowne  to  dynes 
He  fayes,  Where  is  fyr  Cauline, 

Tiiat  U  wont  to  ferve  the  wyne  ? 

Then  aunfwerde  him  a  courteous  knighte,  j  j 

And  faft  his  handes  gan  wringei 
Sir  Cauline  is  ficke^  And  like  to  dye 

Without  a  good  leechinge. 

Fetche  me  downe  my  daughter  deere» 

She  is  a  leeche  fulle  fine:'  50 

Goe  take  him  doughe,  and  the  bakea  bread. 

And  ferve  him  with  the  wyne  foe  red; 

Lothe  I  were  him  to  tine. 

Fair 
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Fair  Chridabelle  to  his  chaumber  goes, 

Her  maydens  followyog  nyc :  *  ^g 

O  well,  (lie  faychy  how  doth  my  lord? 

0  iicVe,  thou  fayr  ladye* 

Nowc  ryfc  up  wightlye,  man,  for  fliame. 

Never  lye  foe  cowardlee } 
For  it  is  told  in  my  fathers  halle,  49 

You  dye  for  love  of  mee* 

Fayre  ladyc,  it  is  for  your  loirc 

That  all  this  dill  I  drye: 
For  if  you  wold  comfort  me  with  a  kiflc^ 
Then  were  I  brought  from  bale  to  blifle|  4$ 

No  lenger  wold  I  lye. 

Sir  knightei  myfather  is  a  kinge, 

1  am  his  onlye  heire ; 

Alas!  and  well  you  knowe,  fyr  knighte^ 

I  never  can  be  youre  fere.  50 

O  ladye,  thou  art  a  kinges  daughter. 

And  I  am  not  thy  pd^^ 
But  let  me  doe  foitie  deedes  of  armes 

To  be  your  bacheleere. 

« 

Seme  deedes  of  armes  if  thou  wilt  doe,  5  c 

My  bacheleere  to  bee, 
(But  ever  and  aye  my  heart  wold  rue, 

Giff  harm  (hold  happe  to  thee,) 

Upop 
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Upon  Eldridge  hill  there  groweth  a  thorne, 
Upon  the  mores  brodinge;  60 

And  dare  ye,  fyr  knighte,  wake  there  all  nightc 
Untill  the  fayre  morninge  ? 

For  the  Eldridge  knighte,  fo  mickle  of  miglite. 

Will  examine  you  beforne: 
And  never  man  bare  life  awaye,  6{ 

But  he  did  him  fcath  and  fcome. 

That  knighte  he  is  a  foul  paynimt 

And  large  of  limb  and  bone  | 
And  but  if  heaven  may  be  thy  fpeede. 

Thy  life  it  is  but  gone.  j% 

Nowe  on  the  Eldridge  hilles  lie  walke  *, 

For  thy  fake,  fair  ladie; 
And  He  either  bring  you  a  ready  token. 

Or  lie  never  more. you  fee* 

The  lady  is  gone  to  her  own  chaumbere,  7j 

Her  maydens  following  bright : , 
Syr  Cauline  lope  from  care-bed  foone. 
And  to  the  EldridgoAills  is  gone. 

For  to  wake  there  all  night. 

Unto  midnight,  that  the  moone  did  rife,  9o 

He  walked  up  and  downe ; 
Then  a  lightfome  bugle  heard  he  blowe 

Over  the  bents  foe  browue ; 

#  P4rba^\itk.tf  mi  abovtf  in  ver,  6l. 

Quoth 


46        A  N  C  I  E  N  T    P  O  E  M  S. 

Quoth  hce.  If  cryance  come  till  my  hearts 
1  am  ffar  from  any  good  towne.  85 

s 

And  foone  he  fpyde  on  the  mores  fo  broad^ 

A  furyous  wight  and  fell ; 
A  ladye  bright  his  brydle  led. 

Clad  in  a  fayre  kyrtell : 

And  foe  fail  he  called  on  fyr  Cauline,  90 

0  man,  1  rede  thee  flye, 

For  '  but*  if  cryance  comes  till  my  heart, 

1  weene  but  thou  mun  dye. 

He  fayth,  *  No*  cryance  comes  till  my  hearty 
Nor,  in  faith,   I  wyll  not  flee ;  9^ 

For,  caufe  thou  minged  not  Chrift  before. 
The  lefs  me  dreadeth  thee. 

The  Eldridge  kriighte,  he  pricked  his  fleed; 

Syr  Cauline  bold  abode: 
■  Then  either  fliooke  his  trgflye  fpeare,  100 

And  the  timber  theie  two  children  *  bare 

Soe  Ibone  in/under  llode. 

Then  tooke  they  out  theyr  two  good  fwordes. 

And  layden  on  full  fafle» 
Till  helme  and  hawberke,  mail  and  fheelde,      10; 

They  all  were  well-nye  braft. 

♦  /.  e,  Kmghtu    Set  the  frefact  /oChild  WaterSI^  W.  Ill 

•  Tll« 
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The  Eldridge  knight  was  mickle  of  might, 

And  (Hffe  in  flower  did  flande. 
But  fyr  Caul  Inc  with  a  *  backward'  flroke, 

He  fmote  oflf  his  right  hand;  1 10 

That  foone  he  with  paine  and  lacke  of  bloud 

Fell  downe  on  that  lay-land. 

Then  up  fyr  Cauline  lift  his  brande 

All  over  his  headfo  hye : 
And  liere  I  fweare  by  the  holy  roode,  115 

Nowe,  caytiffe,  thou  flialt  dye. 

Then  up  and  came  that  ladye  brighte^ 

Faft  wringing  of  her  hande: 
For  the  maydens  love,  that  moft  you  love, 

Withold  that  deadlye  brande ;  120 

For  the  maydens  love,  that  mofl:  you  love, : 

Now  fmy te  no  more  I  praye ; 
And  aye  whatever  thou  wilt,  my  lord. 

He  Qiall  thy  beds  obaye. 

Now  fweare  to  mee,  thou  Eldridge  knightc,     tig 

And  here  on  this  lay-land, 
That  thou  wilt  believe  on  Chrift  his  laye, 
*   And  therto plight  thy  hand: 

And  that  thou  never  on  Eldridge  come 

To  fporte,  gamon,  or  player  ijo 


JW,  IQ9.  auktward.  MS* 


And 
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And  that  thou  here  give  up  thy  armes 
Until  thy  dying  daye* 

The  Eldridge  knighte  gave  up  his  arme* 

With  many  a  forrowfuUe  figbc ; 
And  fware  to  obey  fyr  Caulines  heft,  13^ 

Till  the  tyme  that  he  (hold  dye* 

And  he  then  up  and  the  Eldridge  knighte 

Sett  him  in  his  faddle  anone. 
And  the  Eldridge  knighte  and  his  ladye 

To  th^yr  caftle  are  they  gone.  X4O 

Then  he  tooke  up  the  bloudy  hand| 

That  was  fo  large  of  bone, 
And  on  it  he  founde  five, ringed  of  gold 

Of  knightes  that  had  be  done. 

Then  he  tooke  up  the  Eldridge  fworde^  X4| 

As  hard  as  any  flint: 
And  he  tooke  off  thofe  ringes  fivCi 

As  bright  as  fyre  and  brent. 

Home  then  pricked  fyr  Cauline 

As  light  as  leafe  on  tree :  i^# 

I-wys  he  neither  flint  ne  blanne. 

Till  he  his  ladye  fee. 


Then  downe  he  knelt  upon  his  knee 
Before  that  lady  gay  ; 


O  ladye. 
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O  ladye,  Z  have  bin  on  the  Eldridge  hills :  155 

Thefe  tokens  I  bring  avtray. 


Now  welcome,  welcome,  fyr  Cauline, 

Thriee  welcome  unto  mee, 
For  now  I  perceive  thoxi  art  a  true  knighte, 

Of  valour  bolde  and  free.  160 

O  ladye,  I  am  thy  own  true  knighte, 

Thy  hefts  for  to  obaye: 
And  mought  I  hope  to  winne  thy  love i     ■■■ 

Ne  more  his  tonge  coldq  fay. 

The  ladye  bluftied  fcarlette  redde,  165 

And  fette  a  gentill  fighe: 
Alas!  fyr  knight,  how  may  this  bee, 

For  my  degree's  foe  highe  ? 

But  fith  thou  haft  hight,  thou  comely  youth, 
To  be  my  batchilere,  1 70 

He  promife  if  thee  I  may  not  wedde 
I  will  have  none  other  fere. 

Then  fhee  held  forthe  her  lillv-white  hand 

Towards  that  knighte  fo  freej 
He  gave  to  it  one  gentill  kifle,  175 

Hii  heart  was  brought  from  bale  to  bliile, 

The  teares  ilerte  from  his  ee. 

Vol.  L  £  But 
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But  keep  my  counfayl,  fyr  Cauline, 

Ne  let  no  man  it  knowe ; 
For  and  ever  my  father  (holde  it  ken, 

I  wot  he  woide  us  floe. 


lU 


From  that  daye  forthe  that  ladye  fayre 

Lovde  fyr  CauUne  the  knighte : 
From  that  daye  forthe  he  only  joyde 

Whan  fliee  was  in  his  fight.  185 

Y^a  and  oftentimes  they  mette 

Within  a  fayre  arboure. 
Where  they  in  love  anci  fweet  daliauncc 

Paft  manye  a  pleafaunt  houre. 

f4'f  -^^  f^^^  cmclufion  rf  the  First  Part,  and  at  the 
beginning  g^  /^^  Second,  the  reader  will  ohferue  a  re^ 
femilance  to  the  Jlory  of  Sic  I  SUV  }A  UK  and  Guiscard, 
as  told  by  Boccace  and  Jhyden:  See  the  latter^ s  Defcription 
of  the  Lovers  meeting  in  the  Cave ;  and  tho/e  ieauttfullinesj 
nvbicb  contain  a  rejkilio»/o  like  this  if  our  ^t^  "  everyu 
WHITE,  £5*f.  ifiz. 

**  But  as  extremes  are  Jhort  of  ill  andgood^  " 

♦•  And  tides  at  higheft  mark  regorge  their  food  i 
**  So  Pate,  that  could  no  more  improve  their  joj^^ 
**  Took  a  malicious plea/ure  to  dejiroy 
*'  Tancredp  njijho fondly  hved^  &c*** 


Part 
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{'art    the    Secokd, 

EVER  YE  white  will  have  its  blacker   • 
And  everye  fweetc  its  fowrea 
This  founde  the  Itdye  Chnftabelle 
In  an  untimely  how  re* 

for  fo  it  befelle,  as  fyr  Caulin^^  e 

Was  with  that  iadye  faire. 
The  kinge  her  father  walked  forthe 

To  take  the  evenyng  aire : 

And  into  the  arboure  as  he  went 

To  reft  his  wearye  feetj  io 

He  found  his  daughter  and  fyr  Caulinc 

There  fette  in  daliaunce  fweet* 

The  kinge  hee  fterted  forthe,  i-wys, 

And  an  angrye  man  was  hee: 
Nowe»  traytoure,  thou  fhalt  hange  or  drawee    i^ 

And  rewe  fhall  thy  ladle* 

Then  forthe  fyr  CauUne  he  was  leddcf, 

And  throwne  in  dungeon  deepei 
And  the  Iadye  into  a  towre  fo  hye. 

There  left  to  wayle  and  weepe*  io 

£  »  The 
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The  queene  (he  was  fyr  Caulioes  friend. 

And  to  the  kinge  fayd  (hee : 
I  praye  you  fave  fyr  Caulines  life. 

And  let  him  hanifht  bee. 


Now,  dame,  that  traitor  fhall  be  fent'  tfj 

Acrofs  the  fait  fea  fome : 
But  here  I  will  make  thee  a  band. 
If  ever  he  conoe  within  this  land, 
A  foule  deathe  is  his  doome. 

All  woe-begone  was  that  gentil  knight  50 

To  parte  from  his  ladye ; 
And  many  a  time  he  (ighed  fore. 

And  call  a  wiftfulle  eye: 
Faiie  Chiidabeire,  from  thee  to  parte, 

Farre  lever  had  I  dye.  35 

Faiie  Chriftabellc,  that  ladye  bright, 

Was  had  forthe  of  the  towrej 
But  ever  fliee  droopeth  in  her  minde, 
As  nipt  by  an  ungentle  winde 

Doth  fome  faire  liilye  flowre*  40 

And  ever  fliee  dorh  lament  and  wee|)0 

To  tint  her  lover  foe : 
Syr  Cauiine,  thou  little  think'il  on  mce, 

ButlwiUAillbetrue. 

Man]^« 
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l^lanye  a  kinge,  and  manyea  duke,  4^ 

And  lorde  of  high  degree, 
Pid  fiie  to  that  fayre  ladyc  of  love ; 

But  never  Ihee  wolde  them  nee. 

When  manye  a  daye  was  paft  and  gone, 

Ne  comforte  flic  colde  finde,  jQ 

The  kynge  proclaimed  a  tourneament, 
To  cheere  his  daughters  mind: 

And  there  came  lords,  and  there  came  knight}, 

fro  manye  a  farre  count  rye, 
To  break  a  fpere  for  theyr  ladyes  love  55 

before  that  faire  ladye. 

And  many  a  ladye  there  was  ictte 

In  purple  and  in  pallet 
But  faire  Chriftabelle  foe  woe-begone 

Was  the  fayreft  of  them  all.  6a 

Then  manye  a  knighte  was  mickte  of  might 

Before  his  ladye  gaye; 
But  a  firanger  wight,  whom  no  man  koewe, 

He  wan  the  prize  eche  daye. 

His  a6ton  it  was  all  of  blacke,  6j; 

His  hewberke,  and  his  fliedde, 
Ne  noe  man  wi(b  whence  he  did  come, 
Nc  noe  man  knewe  where  he  did  gone, 

When  they  aaqie  from  the  f^de* 

£  3  An4 
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1 

And  now  three  days  were  preftlye  paft  jq 

Id  feates  of  chivalrye, 
When  lo  upon  the  fourth  morninge 

A  forrowfiille  fight  they  &e^ 

A  hugye  giaunt  fliffe  and  flarke, 

All  foule  of  limbe  and  lere;  jg 

Two  goggling  eyen  like  fire  farden, 

A  mouthe  from  eare  to  eare; 

Before  him  came  a  dwarffe  full  lowe. 

That  waited  on  his  kne^ 
And  at  his  backe  five  heads  he  bare^  80 

All  wan  and  pale  of  blee. 

Sir,  quoth  the  dwarffe,  and  louted  lo.we| 

Behold  that  hend  Soldain! 
Behold  thefe  heads  I  beare  with  me  I 

They  are  kings  which  he  hath  flain.  8  j^ 

The  Eldridge  knight  is  his  own  cousine, 

Whom  a  knight  of  thine  hath  fhent: 
And  hee  is  come  to  avenge  his  wrong, 
And  to  thee,  all  thy  knightes  among, 
*  Defiance  here  hath  fent.  90 

But  yette  he  will  appeafe  his  wrath 

Thy  daughters  love  to  winne : 
And  but  thou  yeelde  him  that  fnyre  mayd, 

Thy  halls  and  towers  mull  breune. 

Thy 
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/ 

Thy  head,  fyr  king,  muft  goc  with  mee;  95 

Or  elfcthy  daughter  deere; 
Or  elfe  witiiin  thefe  lifts  foe  broad 

Thou  muil  finde  him  a  peere. 

The  king  he  turned  him  round  aboutCi 

And  in  his  heart  was  woe,:  100 

Is  there  never  a  knighte  of  my  round  tabl^ 
This  matter  will  undergoe  f 

Is  there  never  a  knighte  amongfl  yee  all 
Will  fight  for  my  daughter  aad  mee? 

Whoever  will  fight  yon  grimme  foldan,  loe 

Right  fair  his  meede  fliall  bee. 

For  hee  fhall  have  my  broad  lay  •lands. 

And  of  my  crowne  be  heyre; 
And  he  fhall  winne  fayre  ChrUlabelle 

To  be  his  wedded  fere.  no 

» 

Bnt  every  knighte  of  his  round  tabic 

Did  fland  both  ftill  and  pale ; 
For  whenever  they  lookt  on  the  grim  foldan. 

It  made  their  hearts  to  quail* 

All  woe-bego6e  was  that  fayre  ladye,  115 

When  fhe  fawe  no  heipe  was  nye : 
She  cafl  her  thought  on  her  owne  true-love. 

And  the  teares  gufht  from  her  eye. 

E  4  Up 
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Up  then  (lerte  the  Granger  knighte, 

Sayd,  Ladye,  be  notaffrayd:  12m 

He  fight  for  thee  with  thisgriminefoldany 

Thoughe  he  be  uninacklye  made. 

And  if  thou  wilt  lend  roe  the  Eldridge  fworde. 

That  lycth  within  thy  bowre, 
I  trufte  in  Chrifte  for  to  flay  this  fiende  12 J; 

Thoughe  he  be  ftiff  in  (lowre* 

Goe  fetch  hin)  downe  the  Eldridge  fworde, 
The  kinge  he  cryde,  with  fpeede : 
'  Nowe  heaven  afli  ft  thee,  courteous  knighte; 

My  daughter  is  thy  meede,  130 

The  gyaunt  he  Hepped  into  the  lifls* 

Andfayd,  Awaye,  awaye: 
I  fweare,  as  I  am  the  hend  foldin. 

Thou  lettefl  me  here  all  daye. 

Then  forthe  the  firanger  knight  he  came  1 3  j 

In  his  blacke  armoure  dight : 
The  ladye  fighed  a  gentle  fighe, 

"  That  this  were  my  true  knighte  !'• 

And  nowe  the  gyaunt  and  knighte  be  mett 
Within  the  lifts  foe  broad ;  140 

And  now  with  fwdrdes  foe  iharpe  of  flcele. 
They  gan  to  lay  on  load. 

:.  The 
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The  foldan  ftrucke  the  knighte  a  ftroke. 

That  made  him  reeleafyde; 
Then  woe-begone  was  that  fay  re  ladye^  14  c 

And  thrice  (lie  deeply  fighde* 

The  foldan  (Iriicke  a  fecond  flrokey 

And  made  the  blonde  to  Howe : 
All  pale  and  wan  was  that  ladye  fay  re. 

And  thrice  flie  wept  for  woe*  159 

The  foldan  ftrucke  a  third  fell  ftroke^ 
Which  brought  the  knighte  oq  his  knee; 

Sad  forrpw  pierced  that  ladyes  heait, 
And  file  fliriekt  loud  fliriekings  three. 

The  knighte  he  leapt  upon  bis  feete,  15$ 

All  recklelfe  q£  the  pain : 
Quoth  bee,  But  heaven  be  now  my  fpef^de, 

Or  elfe  I  fhall  be  flaine. 

He  grafped  his  fworde  with  mayne  and  mighte, 
And  fpying  a  fecrette  part)  160 

He  drave  it  into  the  foldan's  fyde. 
And  pierced  him  to  the  heart. 

Then  all  the  people  gave  a  (houte. 

Whan  they  fawe  the  foldan  falle: 

The  ladye  wept,  and  thanked  Chrifl,  165 

'  That  had  relkewed  her  from  thrall. 

And 


58       ANCIENT    POEMS. 

And  nowe  the  king^  with  all  his  barons 

Rofe  uppe  from  ofie  his  feate, 
And  downe  he  ftepped  intd  the  liftes. 

That  curteous  knighte  to  greete.  x  7a 

But  he  for  payne  and  lacke  of  bloude 

Was  fallen  into  a  fwounde. 
And  there  all  walteringe  in  his  gore. 

Lay  lifelelTe  on  the  grounde. 

Come  downe,  come  downe,  my  daughter  deare,  175 

Thou  art  a  leeche  of  ikille; 
Farre  lever  had  I  lofe  halfe  my  landes, 

Than  this  good  knighte  fholde  fp'rlle. 

Downe  then  fleppeth  that  fayre  ladye, 

.  To  helpe  him  if  (he  maye;  x8o     * 

But  when  ihe  did  his  beavere  raife. 
It  is  my  life,  my  lord,  ihe  fayes, 
And  fhriekte  and  fwound  awaye* 

Sir  Cauline  jufie  lifte  up  his  eyes 

When  he  heard  his  ladye  crye,  18  j 

O  ladye,  I  am  thine  owne  true  love; 

For  thee  I  wiiht  to  ^'^^* 

Then  giving  her  one  partinge  looke, 

He  dofed  his^  eyes  in  death, 
Ere  Chriflabelle,  that  lafiye  milde,  190 

Begane  .to  drawe  her  breathe. 
5  But 


\ 


ANCIENT    POEMS.        59 

But  when  flie  found  her  comclye  knighte 

Indeed  was  dead  and  gone. 
She  layde  her  pale  cold  cheeke  to  his. 

And  thus  fhe  made  her  nioane.  19 j 

O  flaye,  my  dcare  and  onlyc  lord. 

For  mee  thy  faithfullc  feere ; 
*Tis  meet  that  I  fljold  followe  thee, 

Who  haft  bought  my  love  fae  deare. 

Then  fayntuige  in  a  deadlye  fwoune,  200 

And  with  a  deepe-fette  (ighe. 
That  burft  her  gentle  hearte  in  twayne, 

Fayrc  Chriftabellc  did  dye. 


V. 

EDWARD,    EDWARD. 

A  Scott  i  sh  Ballad. 
From  a  MS.  cofy  tranfmittedfrom  Scotland^ 

OUHY  dois  zourbrahd  fae  drop  wi*  binid, 
Edward,  Edward? 
Quhy  dois  zour  brand  fae  drop  wi*  bluid  ? 
And  quhy  fae  fad  gang  zee,  O  ? 
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Py  I  bae  killed  mj  baiike  fae  guid,  g 

R^ither,  mither: 
p,  I  bae  killed  my  hanke  fae  guid : 

And  I  had  nae  mail*  bot  bee,  O* 

Zour  haukis  bluid  ^as  nevir  fae  reid, 

Edward,  Edvardf  iq 

Zoar  haukts  bluid  was  nevir  fae  reid, 

My  deir  fon  I  tell  thee,  O. 
Py  I  hae  killed  my  reid-roan  Iteid, 

Mither,  Mither: 
py  I  hae  killed  my  rcid-roan  (leid,  15 

That  erib  was  fae  fair  and  free,  O. 

Zour  ifeid  was  auld,  and  ze  hae  gat  mair, 

Edward,  Edward: 
Zour  ileid  was  auld,  and  ze  hae  gat  mair^ 

Sunn  other  dale  ze  drie,  0«  20 

P,  J  hae  killed  my  fadir  deir, 

Mither,  mither: 
O^  I  hae  killed  my  fadir  deir, 

Alas !  and  wae  is  mee,  O I 

Aof!  qnhatten  penance  wul  ze  drie  for  that,  sj 

Edward,  Edward? 
And  quhattcn  penance  will  ze  drie  for  that? 

My  deir  fon,  now  tell  me,  O. 
lie  kt  my  felt  in  zonder  boat, 

Mitheri  mither;  39 

lie 
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He  fet  my  feit  in  zonder  boat, 

And  lie  fare  ovir  the  fea,  O. 

And  quhat  wul  ze  doe  wi*  zoiir  towirs  and  zour  ha*, 

Edward,  Edvfrard? 
And  quhat  wul  ze  doe  wi'  zour  towirs  and  zour  ha',  3  j 

That  Ivere  fae  fair  to  fee,  O? 
He  let  thame  (land  til  they  doun  fa', 

Mither,  mlther: 
lie  let  thame  ftandi  till  they  doun  fa*, 

For  here  nevir  mair  maun  I  bee,  O.  40 

And  quhat  wul  ze  leiVe  to  ^our  bairns  and  toMv  wife, 

Edward,  Edward  ? 
And  quhat  wul  ze  leive  to  zour  bairns  and  zour  wife^ 

Qnhan  ze  gang  ovir  the  (ea,  O  ? 
The  warldis  room,  let  thame  beg  throw  life,  4$  ' 

Mithcr,  mither: 
The  warldis  room*  let  thame  beg  throw  life. 
For  thame  nerir  mair  wul  I  fee,  0« 

And  quhat  wul  ze  leive  to  zour  ain  mither  deir,  . 

Edward^  Edward?  ja 

And  quhat  wul  ze  leive  to'zour  ain  mither  deic  ? 

My  deir  fon,  now  tell  me,  O. 
'  The  curfe  of  hell  frae  me  fall  ze  beir, 

Mither,  mither: 
The  curfe  of  hell  frae  me  fall  ze  beir,  55 

Sic  counfeils  ze  gave  to  me,  O^ 

This  curious  Song  luas  tranfimited  to  the  Editor  fy.Sit 
David  Dahymph^  Bart^Jatg  Lord  Hailes^ 

Vol.  I.  E;  VL  KING 
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VI. 
K  I  N  O    B  S  T  M  B  jl  B. 

'7his  dU  llomantic  L^gtndy  (which  is  given  from  tw$ 
copies^  one  of  them  in  the  EMtor^sfbfio  MS^  but  tvhick  cm-^ 
tained  very  great  variations) ,  hears  marks  of  conJiderahJt  anti* 
quity^  and  perhaps  ought  to  hone  taken  place  tf  af^  in  this  vo^ 
iume,  Itjkouldfeem  to  have  been  i^ritten  while  part  rf  Spain 
was  in  the  hands  of  the  Saracens  or  Mcors  :  whofe  empire 
there  was  not  fully  extinguijhed  b^ore  the  year  149 1,  ^he 
Mabomttans  are  fpoken  of  in  v.  49,  ^c,  /nfi^in  the  fame 
terms  as  rn  all  other  old  Romances.  The  author  of  the  oMr 
cient  Legend  ofSiK  Bevis  reprefents  his  hero,  v^on  all  oc 
cq/ionSf  breathing  out  defiance  againjl  , 

^*  Mahound  and  Termagaufite  *  ;*' 

AndfofuU  of  xealfor  his  religion^  as  to  return  the  following 
polite  mejfage  ttf  a  Paynim  king's  fahr  daughter y  *who  hid 
fallen  in  Itfai  with  Mm,  and  fint  two  Saracen  knights  /# 
invite  him  to  her  bo'wer^ 

*'  J  wyll  not  Oftesjlirre  offt%is  grounde^ 
*•  T'tfptake  with  an  heathen  hounde, 
^  Unchrifien  hwmdes^   i  rede  you  ^ 
«  Or  I  your  barfe  bUudfiallfe\:' 

Indeed  they  ret wn  thk  compliment  by  caUing  him  ^ftwk&re 
**  A chrifen  hounde  J/' 

^his  *was  conformable  to  the  real  manners  of  the  barbarous 
^ges:  perhaps  the  fame  excnfe  vMl  hardly  ferve  wr  bard  for 

the 

*  Seiajhrt  Mirmtt  at  thi  tnd  ofthn  J&tf/W,  l^i  t4f  • 
f  Sign.  Ciuk,  -  X  SlgH,€*f,b. 
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jidlandjkould  be  found  lolling  or  leaning  at  bis  vate  (Vm 
35,^  may  be  thought  perchance  a  little  out  of  cbaraHer* 
And  yet  the  great  painter  of  manners^  Horner^  did  not  think 
|V  inconfifient  ivith  decorum  to  reprefent  a  king  of  the  ja* 
phians  leanirig  at  ike  gate  of  Ulyjffes  to  inquire  for  that' 
monarchy  when  he  touched  at  Ithaca  as  he  *i»jas  taking  a 
voyage  with  ajhip*s  cargo  of  iron  to  difpofe  in  traffic  *•  Sw 
little  ought  we  to  judge  of  ancient  manners  by  our  own*, 

Before  I  conclude  this  article^^H  cannot  help  ohfervingy 
that  the  reader  will  fee ^  in  this  Ballad ^  the.  charaHer  ^ 
the  old  Minftrels  (thofe  fucceffors  of  the  Bards)  placed  in 
a  'very  refpe^able  light  f :  here  he  'will  fee  one  of  them 
reprejented  mounted  on    a  fine  horfe^    accompanied  with 
an  attendant  to  bear  his  harp  after  him^  and  to  fing  the 
poems  of  his  compofing.     Here  he  will  fee  him  mixing  in  the 
company  of  kings  without  ceremof^ :  no  mean  proof  of  the 
great  antiquity  of  this  poem*     ^e  farther  we  carry  oar 
inquiries  backy  the  greater  refpe^  we  find  paid  to  the  pro^ 
feffors  of  poetry  and  mufic  among  all  the  Celtic  and  Gothic 
nations  •     Their  char  oiler  was  deemed  fo  facred^  that  un* 
der  itsfanSion  our  famous  king  Alfred  (of  w^  have  already 
feenX)  made  nofcruple  to  enter  the  Danijk  camp^  and  was  at 
once  admitted  to  the  hinges  head-quarters  %•     Our  poet  bas^ 
fuggefied  the  fame  expedient  to  the  heroes  of  this  ballad*     All 
the  hifiories  rf  the   North  are  full  of  the  great  reverence 
paid  to  this  order  of  men.     Harold  Harfagre^  a  celebrated 
^^^S  ^f  Norway  y  ^was  i^ont  to  feat  them  at  his  table  above 
all  the  officers  of  his  court :  and  we  find  another  Norwegiam 
king  placing  five  of  them  by  his  fide  in  a  day  of  .battle^  that 
they  might  be  eye-witnejfes  of  the  great  exploits  they  were  /f 
celebrate  ||,— ^/  to  Bfimeft's  riding  into  the  hall  while  the 

♦  Odyjf.  tu  105.  f  See  vol,  IL  Notefubjoinedto  ift  Tt.  ^ 

Beggar  of  BeJnat,  &fr. 

I  See  the  Effay  on  tbeantient  Minftrels  prefixed  to  this  Folume, 

§  Evenfo/^eas  the  time  of  Froiffart,  ive  find  Minftrels  and  Heraldt 
mentioned  together^  as  thofe  tvho  might  fecurely  go  into  an  enemy* s  country^ 
Cap.  cxl. 

II  Bartholini  yintiq.  Dan,  p,  17^.  ■  Northern  ^intiqmties^  &t, 
Vst,  Lpp'  386.  389,  &ftf, 

kings 


64       ANCIENT    POEMS. 

kings  were  at  iable^  this  ivas  vfualin  the  ages  of  chiwaPy'y 
and  even  to  this  day  loe  fee  a  relic  of  this  cuftom  fttll  kept 
up^  in  the  champioiCs  riding  into  Weftminfter'hall  during 
the  coronation  dinna'  *. 

Some  libt  rties  have  been  taken  loith  this  tale  by  the  Editor y 
hut  none  without  notice  to  the  reader  in  that  part  which 
f elates  to  thefubjeH  of  the  Harper  and  lAs  attendant. 

HEARKEN  tome,  gentlemen, 
Come  and  you  (Iiall  heare; 
lie  t«.ll  yon  of  two  of  the  boldefl  brethren 
That  ever  borne  y-vvcrt. 

The  tone  of  them  was  Adfer  yonhge,  5 

The  tother  was  kyng  Eftmerc ; 
THe  were  as  bolde  men  in  their  deeds, 

As  any  were  farr  and  neare* 

A^  they  were  drinking  ale  and  wine 

Witbiti  kjrtig  Eftitieres  halle:  it 

When  will  ye  marry  a  wyfe,  brother, 

A  wyfe  to  glad  us  all  ? 

Then  befpake  him  kyng  Eftmere, 

And  anfwered  him  haftilee: 
I  know  nott:hat  ladye  in  any  land  i  j 

That's  able  -f  to  marrye  with  mec. 

•  Siet  aI{o  tim  account  of  Edio.  IT.  in  the  Effay  on  the  'SHrtfirtUy  and. 
J^te  fxj,  f  He  meamjit^  fuitahle. 

Vtr.  3.  brethcr./o/.  MS.         Fer,  10.  tiis  brother's  hsAlJol.  MS, 
F*r»  14.  haitilye./e/.  MS, 

7     '"  Kyng 
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Kyng  Adiand  hath  a  daughter,  brother, 

Men  call  her  bright  and  fheene ; 
If  I  were  kyng  here  in  your  (lead, 

That  ladye  (hold  be  my  queene,  ;it 

Saies,  Reade  me,  reade  me,  deare  brother^ 

Throughout  merry  England, 
Where  we  might  find  a  mellenger 

Betwixt  us  towe  to  fende. 

Saies,  You  Ihal  ryde  yourfelfe,  brother,  25 

lie  beare  you  companye; 
Many  throughe  fals  meifengers  are  deceived, 

And  I  feare  leH  foe  (hold  wee. 

Thus  the  reniflit  them  to  ryde 

Of  twoe  good  renifht  deeds,  ^% 

And  when  the  came  to  king  Adlands  halle^ 

Of  redd  gold  (hone  their  weeds. 

And  when  the  came  to  kyng  Adlands  hall 

Before  the  goodlye  gate. 
There  thoy  fqund  good  kyng  Adiand  j ^ 

Rearing  himfelfe  theratt. 

*  * 

Now  Chrid  thee  fave,  good  kyng  Adl^d; 

Now  Chrift  you  favc  and  fee. 
Sayd,  You  be  welcome,  king  EjQtmere, 

Right  hartilye  to  mee*  40 

rir,  17.  Many  a  man . » •  vkjklf  MS* 

Vol,  L  ,       F  You 
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You  have  a  daughteri  iaid  Ailler  yow^^c^ 

Men  call  her  bright  ajid  fltecoe;. 
My  brother  wold  marry e  her  to  his  wife,, 

Of  Englande  to  be  queene* 

Yeflefdey  wa«  att  my<l€effe  daugbtir  4c 

Syr  Brctnor  the  kyng  of  Spayae; 
And  then  (he-nicked  hin  of  naye, 

And  I  doubt  fhcek  do  ymx  the  iame* 

The  kyng  of  Spayne  is  a  fbnle  paynlm,. 

And  'ieeve  then  Mahound ;  5# 

And  pilYe  it  were  that  fayre  ladyi 

Shuld  marrye  a  heathen  hound. 

But  grant  to  me,  fayes  kyng  Efimer^ 

for  my  love  I  you  praye ; 
That  I  may  fee  your  daughter  deere  55! 

Before  I  goe  hence  awaye. 

Although  itt  is  feven  yeers  and  mort 

Since  my  daughter  was  in  halle. 
She  (liall  come  once  downe  for  your  fake 

To  glad  my  guefles  alle..  ^ 

Downe  then  came  thatmayden  £ayre,    % 

With  ladyes  laced  in  pall, 
And  halfe  a  hundred  of  bold  knightes,. 

To  bring  her  bowreto  ball; 

9^€r,  46.  The  king  his  fimne  of  Spayii./o/.  MS. 

Afid^ 
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And  as  many  gentle  fqmerft,  (^ 

To  tend  upon  tfaem-aSI . 

The  talents  of  golde  were  on  her  head  fetto^ 

Hanged  low  downe  to  her  knee; 
And  everye  ring  on  her  imall  finger. 

Shone  of  the  chryHall  free*  jm 

Saies,  God  you  fave,  my  deene  naadltoi$ 

« 

Sales,  God  yoti  fave  and  fee. 
Said,  You  be  welcome,  kyng  Efimere^ 
Right  welcome  unto  mee. 

And  if  you  love  me,  as  jrou  faye^  75 

Soe  well  and  hartil^e, 
All  that  ever  you  are  comen  abouit 

Soone  fped  now  itt  fiial  bee. 

Then  befpake  her  father  dearer 

My  daughter,  I  faye  naye ;  to 

Remeniber  well  the  kyng  of  Spayne^ 

What  he  fayd  yeflerd^e. 

He  wold  pull  downe  my  halles  aod  caftles, 

And  reave  me  '>f  my  lyfe 
I  cannot  blame  him  if  he  doe,  t^ 

If  I  reave  him  of  his  wyfe. 

Your  caftles  and  your  towrcs,  father. 
Arc  fironglye  built  aboute} 

F  *  An4 
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And  therefore  of  the  king  of  Spaine 
Wee  neede  not  (bmde  in  doubt.  90 

Plight  me  your  troth,  nowe,  kyng  Efbxicre, 

By  heaven  and  your  righte  hand. 
That  you  will  marrye  me  to  your  wyfe, 
And  make  me  queene  of  your  land. 

Then- kyng  Elhnere  he  plight  his  troth  9; 

By  heaven  and  his  righte  hand, 
That  he  wolde  marrye  her  to  his  wyfe, 

And  make  her  queene  of  his  land. 

And  he  tooke  leave  of  that  ladye  fayre, 
To  goe  to  his  owne  countree,  io» 

To  fetche  him  dukes  and  lordes  and  knightes, 
That  marryed  the  might  bee. 

They  had  not  ridden  fcant  a  myle, 
A  myle  forthe  of  the  towne, 
.    £utin  did  come  the  kyng  of  Spayne,  xoj 

With  kempis  many  one. 

But  in  did  come  the  kyng  of  Spayne> 

With  manye  a  bold  bar6ne, 
Tone  day  to  marrye  kyng  Adiands  daughter^ 

Tothcr  daye  to  carrye  her  home.  i  !• 

Shce  fent  one  after  kyng  Eftmere 
In  all  the  fpede  might  bee, 

Fer,  89.  of  tbt  Kiog  Uis  fonae  of  Spsuiie./o/.  MS. 

That 
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That  he  mufl  either  turne  againe  and  fightei 
Or  goe  home  and  loofe  his  ladye* 

One  whyle  then  the  page  he  went,  x  i  { 

Another  while  he  ranne;^ 
Till  he  had  oretaken  king  Eilmere, 
'  I  wis,  he  never  blanne. 

Tydings,  tydings,  kyng  E(lmerel 

What  tydinges  nowe,  my  boye?  120 

O  tydinges  I  can  tell  to  you. 

That  will  you  fore  annoyet 

You  had  not  ridden  fcant  a  mile, 

A  mile  out  of  the  towne, 
But  in  did  come  the  kyng  of  Spayne  iaj| 

With  kemp^s  many  a  one : 

But  in  did  come  the  kyng  of  Spayne 

With  manye  a  bold  bar6n^, 
Tone  daye  to  marrye  king  Adlands  daughtCTi 

Tother  daye  to  carry  her  home.  !}• 

My  ladye  fayre  (he  greetes  you  well, 

And  ever-more  well  by  mee : 
You  mufl  either  turne  againe  and  iighte^ 

Or  goe  home  and  loofe  your  lady^. 

Saies,  Reade  me,  reade  me,  deere  brother,      13  j 
My  reade  fhall  ryde  *  at  thee, 

*  Jc  MS.    hjbuddfnhably  U  tyfe,  /.  e,  my  cotrnfeljlxdl  arifejnm 
thee.    See  veu  340. 

F  3  Whether 
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Whether  it  it  better  to  tume  and  fightCs 
Or  goe  home  2i\i  Ipofe  my  Udye« 

Now  hearkep  to  me,  %fs  Adier  yoagef 

And  your  reade  muil  rife  *  at  mei  1411 

I  quicklye  wiU  defife  a  waye 
To  fette  thy  ladye  fine. 

My  mother  was  a  wefterne  woman| 

And  learned  in  graniary^  f , 
^nd  when  I  learned  at  the  fchoIe»  145 

Something  fhee  taught  itt  mee. 

There  growes  an  bearbe  withb  tUa  fieWy  ^ 

And  iff  it  were  but  kiiowne» 
(lis  color,  which  is  whyte  and  redd» 

It  will  make  blacke  and  browne:  15* 

(lis  color,  which  is  browne  and  blacke, 

Itt  will  make  redd  and  whyte; 
That  fworde  is  not  tn  all  Engtande, 

Upon  his  coate  will  byte. 

And  you  dial  be  a  harper,  brother^  i£f 

Out  of  the  north  countrye; 
And  He  be  your  boy,  foe  fainc  of  fighte, 

And  beare  your  barpe  by  your  knee. 
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Ami  you  ihal  be  the  beft  harperj^ 

That  ever  tookehacpe  in  hand  i^  i6a 

And  I  wU  be  the  beft  fioger, 

That  ever  faog  ^  ^>  laodcx 

Itt  fhal  bt  wfitlM  in  our  ferkeadv 

All  and  in  gnHimrmr]^, 
That  we  towe  are  the  beldei  nen,  6$ 

That  are  in  aMi  ChiiAeMy^ 

And  thus  they  renilht  them  to  lyde. 

On  tow  gdod  renifh  lleedes ; 
Andf  when  they  came  to  king  Adlandthalf,, 

Of  redd  gold  ihone  their  weedes.  170 

And  whan  the  came  to  kyng  Adlands  haU« 

Untiil  the  fayre  hall  yate, 
There  they  found  a  proud  porter 

Rearing  himfelfe  theieatt. 

• 

Sayes,  Chrill  thee  fxie^  thou  pvoud  porter;     17^ 

Sayes,  Chrift  thee  fave  and  fee. 
Kowe  you  be  welcome,  £iyd  the  portV, 
Of  what  land  foever  ye  bee. 

Wee  beenie  harpefs,  &yd  A^eryou»ge, 
Come  out  of  the  nerthe  countiye  1  1 80 

Wee  beene  com&  hither  untiil  tkifrpiace^ 
Thia  proud  weddinge  for  to  fee. 

F  4  %^ 
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Sajd,  And  ]roi]r  color  were  white  and  redd. 

As  it  is  blacke  and  browne, 
I  wold  faye  king  Eftmere  and  his  brother  1 8  j 

Were  comen  untill  this  towne. 

• 
Then  they  pulled  out  a  r>  ng  of  gold^ 

Layd  itt  on  the  porters  arme: 
And  ever  we  will  thee,  proud  porter, 

Thow  wilt  faye  us  no  harme.  199 

Sore  he  looked  on  kyng  Eftmere, 

And  fore  he  handled  the  ryng. 
Then  opened  to  them  the  fayre  hall  yates. 

He  lett  for  no  kind  pf  thyng. 

Kyng  Eftmere  he  ilabled  his  fteede  19^ 

Soe  fayre  att  the  hall  bord ; 
The  froth,  that  came  from  his  brydle  bitte, 

Light  in  kyng  Bremors  beard, 

Saie?,  Stable  thy  fleed,  thou  proud  harper. 

Sales,  Stable  him  in  the  flalle;    '  2o« 

It  doth  not  befeeme  a  proud  harper 
To  liable  ^  him*  in  a  kyngs  halle. 

My  ladde  he  is  fo  lither,  he  faid, 

He  will  doe  nought  that's  meete ; 
And  is  there  nny  man  in  this  hall  20^ 

Were  able  him  to  bcate,    , 


Vifr*  ioa.  To  ftabl<  his  iketde.fo/.  MS, 


Thou 
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Thou  fpeakft  pmud  words,  iayei  the  king  of  Spaioe, 

Thou  harper  here  to  mee: 
Ther£  is  a  roan  within  this  halle. 

Will  beate  thy  ladd  aad  thee.  iz# 

O  let  that  man  come  downe,  he  faid, 

A  ilght  of  him  wold  I  fee  $     - 
And  when  hee  hath  beaten  well  my  ladd. 

Then  he  (hall  beate  of  mee. 

Downe  then  eame  the  kempeiye  man,  j  i  ( 

And  looked  him  in  the  eare; 
For  all  the  gold,  that  was  under  heaven. 

He  durfi  not  neigh  him  neare* 

And  how  nowe,  kempe,  faid  the  kyng  of  Spaine, 
And  how  what  aileth  thee?  220 

Hefaies,  It  is  writt  in  his  forhead 
All  and  in  gramarye. 

That  for  all  the  gold  that  is  under  heaven, 
I  dare  not  neigh  him  nye« 

Then  kyng  Edmere  puUd  forth  his  harpe,       22^ 

And  plaid  a  pretty  thinge: 
The  ladye  upflart  from  the  borde, 

And  wold  have  gone  from  the  king* 

Stay  thy  harpe,  thou  proud  harpbr, 
For  Gods  love  I  pray  thee  ^130 

.  For 
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fbf  asd  th^plqwa  »  tea  bqjgB% 


He  finnke  upon  bit  lyurpe  tg^iii% 

And  ptajd  a  prettj  thinge  ; 
The  ladye  lottfh  a  knid  lan^kter^  9}% 

As  ihce  fate  bjr  the  king* 

Saiet,  fell  me  tl^  kvpe,  tkowprovd  Ittfper, 

And  thy  ftriogb  all. 
For  as  vaamy  gold  nobles  '  thorn  iboh  havc^ 

As  beere  bee  rk^^es  in  the  halL  240 

What  wold  yo  doe  with  my  barpe,  ^  he  hyd^* 

If  IdidfeUittyee?. 
^  To  pfaye  my  wiffs  and  me  t  fttt  f^ 

When  abed  togedttr  wee  hee.*^ 

Now  fell  me,  quoth  bee,  tby  brydb  fee  gay,    24; 

As  fliee  fitts  by  thy  knee, 
/Ind  as  many  go'd  nobles  I  will  ffiwt^ 

As  leaves  been  on  a  tree. 

And  what  wold  ye  doe  wkh  my  bryde  fee  gttyf 
Iff  1  did  i^U  her  thee?  25a 

More  iieemelye  ir  is  for  her  feyre  hvdye 
To  lye  by  mee  then  thee. 

•  /.  g,  Entiee.  Kid,  Gloff, 

f  /.  <•  a  time^  wJitMn  of  mtfiu    Su  GIbfi 

Hee 
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Hee  played  agayne  botli  load  lad  fhritlc^ 

And ' Adler  he  did  fyng, 
*^  O  hdye^  tlut  is  thy  owne  true  lov«i  aj5 

^'  Noe  harper^  but  a  kyiigw 

•*  O  ladye,  this  h  thy  owne  tn»  1oyc» 

*^  As  playnly«  thou  mayeft  lee ; 
**  And  Be  rid  thee  of  that  foule  paynhxii 

**  Who  partes  thy  love  and  thee,'*  26^ 

The  ladye  looked,  the  hiyc  bltifhte^ 

And  bluthte  and  Ipokt  sgayoe, 
While  Adler  he  hath  drawne  his  brande. 

And  hath  the  Sowdan  ilayne. 

Up  then  rofe  the  kemperye  men,  ^6§ 

And  loud  they  gan  to  cryci 
Ah !  traytors^  yee  have  flayne  our  kyngt 

And  therefore  yee  fliall  dye. 

Kyng  EHrnere  threwe  the  harpe  afyde^ 

And  iwith  he  drew  his  brand;  %^ 

And  fiftipiere  he^  and  Adl^  yoogo 
JLight  fiifle  in  ftour  can  ftand, 

« 

And  aye  their  fword^  foe  fere  Ian  fyt^f 

Thronghe  h«*p  pf  Gramary^ 
Thn  foone  they  have  flayne  the  kempery  men^  27^5 

Or  fioril  th/^GQ  forth  to  ^, 

Vir.  t^i.  Somfi  lihfrties  have  iem  t^at  U  tU following fiMecMi  hni 
Hii>berev£r  this  Edition  differs  frmn  the  -preceding^  it  htfth  been  hrwght 
nearer  /•  tbefoii^  MS, 

Kyng 
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Kyng  Eftmere  tooke  that  hyre  lady^. 

And  mariyed  her  to  his  wiffe, 
And  brought  her  home  to  mevj  England 

With  her  to  leade  his  life.  280 

♦^*  The  Ivor  J  Gram  a  rye,  njjbic/j  occurs  fever al  times 
im  the  foregoing  Poem^  is  probably  a  corruption  of  the 
French  war  J  Grmont^  nvhich  fgnifies  a  Conjuring  Book 
in  the  old  French  Romancesy  if  not  the  Art  of  Negromancy 
iifelf. 

•|-4-+  Termagattnt  (mentioned  above  in  p,  62,)  is  the 

mmme given  in  the  M  romances  to  the  God  of  the  Saracens: 

in  'which  he  is  conjiantly  linked  with   Mahounp  or  Maho' 

met.     Thus  in  the  legend  0/*  s  Y&  Gu Y  the  Soudan  (Sultan) 

fwearsj 

**  So  helpe  me  Mahowne  tf  mighty 

**  .^^/Termagaunt  my  God  Jo  bright!* 

Sign,  p,  iij,  bm 

This  idord  is  derived  by  the  very  itarned  Editor  of 
ynmvs  from  the  Anglo-Saxon  Typ  veyy^  and  COa^an  mighty. 
Ai  this  word  badfofublime  a  derivation^  and  vjasfi 
mpplicahle  /•  the  true  God^  htnufiaJl  we  account  for  its  be^ 
imgfo  degraded T    Perhaps  Typ-magan  or  Termagant  had 
Seen  a  name  original^  given  tofome  Saxon  idol^  before  our 
hncefiors  voere  converted  to  Chrlftianity  \  or  had  been  thepe- 
tttliar  attribute  of  one  of  their  falfe  deities  \   and  therefore 
ibefirfi  Chrifian  mij/imaries  rejeHed  it  as  profane  and  im^ 
proper  to  he  implied  to  the  true  God,     Aftemjoards^  vohen  the 
irruptions  of  the  Saracens  into  Europe^  and  the  Crvfades  into 
the  Eaf^  had  brought  them  acquainted  with  a  newfpecies  of 
MttbdieverSf  our  ignorant  ancefors^  who  thought  all  that  did 
mot  receive  the  Chrifian  law^  were  neceffartly  Pagans  ani 
Idolaters y  fuppofed  the  Mahometan  creed  was  in  all  refpeHs 
the  fame  vuith  that  of  their  Pagan  forefathers  ^  ahd  therefore 
nuade  nofcruple  to  give  the  ancient  name  of  Termagant  to 
the  God  of  the  Saracens  z  ju/l  in  the  fame  manner  as  they 
efttrvoards  ttfed  the  name  of  Sarazen  to  exprefs  any  kind  if 

Pagan 
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Pagan  or  Idolater.  In  tie  ancient  romance  ^Merline  fin 
the  editor* s  folio  MS,y  the  Saxons  them/elves  that  came  over 
with  Hengijly  becaufe  they  wae  not  Chrifiians^  are  conr- 
Jtantly  called  Sarazens, 

Ho'ufever  that  be^  it  is  certain  that^  tificr  the  times  of  the 
Crufades^  both  M  a  Hou  n  d  and  Te  RM  AG  a  u  n  t  made  their 
frequent  appearance  in  the  Pageants  and  religious  Enterludes . 
^  the  barbarous  ages  ;  in  ivhich  they  wer^  exhibited  with 
gefiures  fo  furious  and  frantic^  as  to  become  proverbial: . 
Thus  Skeltonfpeaks  of  Wolfey  : 

"  Like  Ma  HOUND  in  a  play^ 
.**  No  man  dare  him  ivithfayJ^^ 

Ed*  1736,  f.  \ifi. 

In  like  manner  Bale^  defer ibing  the  threats  ufedbyfome  Papift 
magif  rates  to  his  ivifCy  fpeaks  of  them  as  ^^  grennyng  upon 
"  Ser  lyie  Ter m  agau ntes  in  a  plqye,^'  [J^es  of  Engl. 
Votaryes^  pt,  %*fo,  83.  Ed.  1 5  50. 1 2f»o.]  — Accordingly  in.a' 
letter  of  Edward  Alleyn^  the  founder  of  Dulwick  College^  /» 
his  ivife^  ivhoy  itfeemsy  with  all  her  fellows  (the  players)^ 
had  been  ^^  by  my  horde  Maiors  oflicer\s'\  mad  to  rid  in  a 
*'  t^afr/,"  he  expreffes  his  concern  that  Jhe  Jhould  *'*'faU  in/9 
*'  the  hands  of  fuche  Tar  mag  ants."  \So  the  orig.  dated 
May  2y  1^93,  preferved  by  the  care  of  the  Rev,  Thomas 
yenyns  Smithy  Fellow  of  Dulw.  Col  1. 1-^  Hence  we  may 
conceive  the  farce  of  Hamlet* s  exprejffion  in  Shakfpeare^ 
where^  condemning  a  ranting  player^  hefay^^  **  /  could  have 
^*fuch  a  fiUcw  whipt  for  ore-doing  1'ermaoant:  it 
*'  out'herods  Herbd."*  A.  3.  fc,  3. — By  degrees  the  'word 
came  to  be  applied  to  an  outrageous  turbulent  pf.rf on ^  andef 
pecially  to  a  violent  bravjling  woman ;  to  whom  alone  it 
is  noiv  confned'f  and  this  the  rather  as ^  Ifuppofe^  the  cha- 
railer  of  Ye  r  m  a g a n  t  vuas  anciently  repyefem ed on  thefiagd  . 
after  the  eafiern  mode,  vjiih  long  robes  or  petticoats. 

Another  frequent  charaHer  in  the  eld  pagt ants  or  enter -^ 
ludes  of  our  anceftors,,  *njas  the  sow  dan  or  sol  dan   re- 
prefenting  a  grim  eaftern  tyrant :   This  appears  from  a  cw^ 
rious  pajfage  in  Stow's  Afinals  [p,  45;^.] — In  a  f  age-play 
*'  the  people  kmyw  right  vjell  that  he  that  plaieth  the  sow- 
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^  ad  inm  fy  his  twne  namcj  n»bik  bt^ndttb  in  his  mm* 
^^tjtii^  oMe  ^  his  nrwtmt^rs  might  bap  to  hreak  his  head,'* 
The  fowdain,  or  ibldan,  «u;^w  a  name  given  to  the  HaraxtM 
ting  (ietng  onfy  a  mtre  rude  frimunciation  ef  the  'werd 
£aitan)y  as  tbejoldan  of  Egypt^  thefoudan  of  Perfia^  the 
fi^)dan  tfBahyhn^  (Sfc,  tuSonvere  generally  repfijemed  as 
OMompamed  with  grim  Saraauns^  tvhoft  hujmefs  it  wah  » 
fouifit  and  torment  ChrUtiansm 

J  cannot  concJnde  this  jhort  Memoir^  toithont  oifirving 
that  the  French  romancers^  who  had  borrowed  the  tantrd  Tef" 
mutant  from  us^  and  applied  it  as  *we  in  their  eld  romances^ 
corrupted  it  into  Tb  r  v  AG  au  n*  t  e  :  And  from  them  La  Fon^ 
taine  took  it  ap^  and  has  ufed  it  more  than  once  in  his  tales. 
■  This  may  he  added  to  the  other  proofs  adduced  in  theft 
vohtmes  of  the  great  intercourfe  that  formerly  fubfifted  be* 
tfoeen  the  old  minflrels  and  legendary  'writers  of  both  nations^ 
mad  that  thg^  mutually  horrmood  each  others  romances. 


VIL 

SIR    PATRICK    SPENCE, 
A  Scottish  Ballap, 

is  given  from  t<vjo  MS.  copies  franftpittedfrom  Scot* 
land.  In  <what  age  the  hero  of  this  ballad  li*ved^  or  ivhen 
this  fatal  expedition  happened  that  proved fo  defbruhive  to  the 
Scots  n9blefy  I  have  not  been  able  to  difctrier ;  yet  am  of 
cpittiony  that  their  catafrophe  is  not  altogether  without 
fomtidation  in  hijiory^  thavgh  it  J>as  Reaped  my  own  re* 
Jearchet.  In  the  infancy  of  navigafion^  fuch  as  ufed  the 
mrthem  feas  *wert  very  liable  to  Jhip^reck  in  the  'wintry 
months :  hence  a  lanv  *was  ena^ed  in  the  reign  of  James 
the  III.  (a  law  si;hich  was  frequently  repeated  afterwards) 
**  That  there  be  na  fchip  frauched  out  of  the  realm  'with 
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*•  as^  Jtaple  gudesy  fta  ffjefeafi  tf  Sinmts  dap  and  Jude^ 
*'  unto  tljefeaji  of  the  purificatim  ntr  LaJ^  calied  CandeU 
«  mefsr     Jam.  IIL  Pda4t.  2.  €h.  15. 

Infome  modern  copies^  inflead  of  Patrick  Speiice  hath  heeti 
Jn^ituted  the  name  of  Sir  AndremWhod^  a  famous  Scottijb 
admiral  vjho flour  ijhed  in  the  time  (four  Ednv.  If^,  but  tvho/e 
Jiory  hath  nothing  in  common  'with  this  of  the  ballsdm  As 
JVood  nuas  the  mofi  noted  'warrior  if  Scotland^  it  is  probable 
thaty  like  the  Thebmn  Ibradesy  ke  Mat^  tngr^^fhe  remwm 
ef  other  Ijeroeu 

THE  king  fits  in  Dumferling  toune, 
Dnnickig  tlie  blude-ieid  wine: 
O  quhar  wili  I  get  guii  ikildr. 
To  fail  this  &hip  of  mine  ? 

Up  and  fpak  an  eldern  knicht,  \ 

Sat  at  the  kingi  rk^t  kne : 
Sir  Patrick  Speaoe  is  the  beft  fiiLk, 

That  fails  upon  the  few 

The  king  has  written  a  braid  letter*. 

And  fignd  it  wi'^his  h^ad ;  19 

And  fent  it  to  Sir  Patrick  SpcncCj 

Was  walking  on  the  faod. 

The  firft  line  tliat  Sir  Patrick  red, 

A  ioud  lauch  Jancbcd  he : 
The  next  line  that  Sii'  Patrick  red,  xc 

The  terr  blinded  bis  ee. 

♦  A  braid  I^ter^  /.  t,  cj^w,  ©r  fattnt\  In  sppofition  to  ^aje  ItoRi, 

Qquhai 
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O  quha  is  this  has  don  this  deid, 

This  ill  deid  don  to  me; 
To  ibnd  fflc  out  this  time  o*the  zeir. 

To  fail  upoQ  the  ie  ?  £• 

Mak  hafl,  mak  haftt,  my  mirry  men  all. 

Our  guid  fchip  fails  the  morne* 
O  fay  na  iae,  my  mailer  deir. 

For  I  feir  a  deadlie  florme* 

Late  late  yeftreen  I  faw  the  new  moooe  .  2  j 

Wi'  the  auld  moone  in  hir  arme; 
And  I  feir,  I  feir,  my  deir  matter, 

That  we  will  com  to  harme. 

O  our  Scots  nobles  wer  richt  laith 

To  weet  their  cork-heild  fchoone ;  j« 

Bot  lang  owre  a'  the  play  wer  pUyd^ 

Thaur  hats  they  fwam  aboone. 

O  langy  lang,  may  thatr  ladies  fit 

Wi'  thair  fans  into  their  hand, 
Oreir  they  fe  Sir  Patrick  Spence  35 

Cum  failing  to  the  land. 

O  lang,  Jang,  may  the  ladies  fland 

Wi'  thair  gold  kems  in  their  hair, 
Waiting  for  thair  ain  deir  lords, 

For  they'll  ie  thame  na  main  .  ^q 

Have 
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Have  owre,  have  owrc  to  Aberdour  *^ 

It's  fiftie  fadom  deip:      ' 
And  thair  lies  giiid  Sir  Patrick  Spenc^^ 

Wi'  the  Scots  lords  at  his  feit  f^ 


Vllt. 
kOBIN  HOOD  AND  GUY  of  QISBORNE. 

We  have  here  a  haHad  of  Robin  Hood  (from  the  Editor"* s 
folio  MS,)  which  ivas  ne*ver  before  printed^  and  carries 
marks  of  muc%  greater  antiquity  than  Any  of  (h^  common 
popular  fongs  on  this fuhjeH.  uvv.^.... 

Thefeverity  of  tbofe  tyrannical forefi-la'sos^  /&?\W"^f /«- 
iroduced  hy  our  Norman  kings ^  and  the  great  temptation  of 
breaking  them,  hy  fuch  a%  lived  near  the  royal  for efls^  at  a 
time  when  the  yeomanry  cf  this  kingdom  nvere  every  tvhere 
trained  up  to  the  hng-bow^  and  excelled  all  other  nations  in 
the  art  of  Jhooting^  muft  confantly  have  occafoned  great 
numbers  of  outlaws^  and  efpecially  of  fuch  as  ifjere  the  heft 
mar kf men*  Thefe  naturally  fled  to  the  woods  for  Jhelteri 
andy  forming  into  troops,  endeavoured  by  their  numbers  to 
prote^  thenrfhlves  from  the  dreadful  penalties  of  their  delin* 
^uency.  The  ancient  punijhment  for  killing  the  king* s  deer 
nvas  lofs  of  eyes  and  caftration^  a  punijkment far  worfe  than 
death.  This  <will  eafily  account  for  the  troops  of  banditti 
*vohich  formerly  lurked  in  the  royal  forefts^  and^  fi'om  their 
fuperior  fkill  in  archery  and  knovoledge' of  all  the  recejfes  of 
thofe  unfrequented folitudes,  found  it  no  difficult  matter  ta 
irefift  or  elude  tJm  civil  power. 

Among  all  thofty  mme  was  ever  morefamoUs  than  the  hero 
^  this  hallady  whofi  chief  refidencewas  in  Shir^vsoodforefly 

♦  A  village  lying  upon  the  river  Forth,  the  tntrame  to  ipbicb  it 
fometimes  demmnated  De  mortUo  mari. 

•f  An  ingenicMs  friend  thinks  the  Author  ^Hardyknute  hai  bor- 
ro^ved  feveral  expreffions  and fentitnenti from  theforegfiing,  and  other  oM 
Scottijh  fongs  in  this  nllc&iQn, 

Vol.  h  G  19 
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in  Nottingham/hire ;  and  the  headi  rf  njokrfeftmy^   ds  cJ" 
le^ed  hy  Stow,  are  hriefiy  tbefe* 

**  In  this  time  [ahout  the  year  1 190.  in  the  reign  ef  Ri- 
**  chard  /.]  nvere  mar^  rahkersy  and  outlaives^  among  the 
**  <which  Robin  Hood^  dnd  Little  John^  renon*jned  theevssj 
**  continued  in  ivoods^  defpoyling  and  robbing  the  goods  of 
**  the  rich.  They  killed  none  but  fuch  as  nuould  invade 
"*•  tliem ;  or  by  rejiftance  for  ,their  onjan  defence* 

**  The  faide  Robert  entertained  an  hundred  tall  men  and 
**  good  artherf  *vjith  fuch  fpoiles  and  thefts  as  he  get,  upoh 
**  whom  four  hundred  (vjere  they  ever  fo  firong)  durjt  not 
*'  give  the  onfet,  Hefuffered  no  woman  to  be  opbrejfed^  ido* 
**  latedy,  ^r  Mher'wife  molejled:  poore  mens  goods  he  fpared^ 
'**  dbundantiU  relieving  them  luith  that  which  by  theft  he 
^^ got  fro^^^.abheys  and  the  houfes  of  rich  carles:  wJiom 
*•  Maior  (the  hijlorian)  blameth  for  his  rapine  and  tbeft^ 
**  but  of  all  tbeeves  he  affirmetb  him  to  be  the  prince ^  and 
^*  themoft  gentle  theefe^^     Annals^  p.  i  59, 

The  perfonal  courage  of  this  celebrated  outlaw^  hisfkiU  in 
tirchery^  his  humanity  ^  and  efpecially  his  levelling  principle  of 
taking  from  the  rich  and  giving  to  the  poor^  have  in  all  ages 
rendered  him  the  favourite  rf  the  common  P^ople^  nxyho^  not 
content  to  celebrate  bis  memory  by  innumerable  fongs  and  Jlo* 
riesy  have  ereded  him  into  the  dignity  of  an  earU  »  Indeed^ 
it  is  not  impofjible^  but  our  hero^  to  gain  the  more  rtfpeSfrom 
hisfollonversy  or  they  to  derive  the  more  credit  to  'their  fro^- 
fej/ion^  may  have  given  rife  to  fuch  a  report  themftlves :  for 
we  find  it  recorded  in  an  epitaph^'  which,  if  genuine,  mufi 
have  beeni^fcribed  on  his  tombfione  near  the  nunnery  of  Kirk- 
lees  in  Torilftif^'^  where  (as  the  flory  goes)  he  was  bled  to 
jdeath  by  a  treacherous  nun  to  whom  he  applied  for  phleboton^* 

*  fteat  tmHentfati  rAn  laid  Cceatt 
lai?  »iB|  «ttl  of  (untinatmt 
nea  sxtix  tei  a?  ^  Cae  (leuii 
an  9t|il  taiim  im  ftobtit  iftaai 
fic&  iitIalD3  80  iiii  an  (0  snctt 
til  dtaOfiili  itit)»t  fi  ^fxu 
0Uit  14  iaf •  ]»eiVt^ri0;  1 247* 

♦  Sit  Thar^U  DtutU,  Lnd,  p.  57^,    JBiog.  Br/t,  f7,  393  3. 

ThU 
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s  ,,.,Tifs  Epitaph  appears  U  meju^clmt.;  havotufr^  a hu 
Antiquary  has  given  a  pedigree  of  Robin.  Hood,  ivhicb^ 
5^  genuine^  Jbe^s  that  he.  had  real  pretet^fions  to  the  Earl- 
dom  ^'Huntington,  and  that  %is  truiname  wiw  Robert 
Firz^oOTH  *.     TefthS-moj^  aichfii  poefns  on^  Rp^in  Ho6d 

.  iw/ftfr  m  mention  of  this  Earldom,     He  is  exprejfly  ajferted  f 

\  haif^  been  a  yeoman  i  in  a  very, old  legend  ittverfe.  preferved 
in  the  archives  of  the  public  Hhrary  at  Cambridge  t,  in  eight 
TYTTE8  or  Parts^  printed  in  black  letter y  auarto^  thus  in-' 

fcribed:  "  C  Here  begynneti  a^  lytell  gejte  of  Robyn  hode 
"  and  his  meyne^  and  of  the  proude  Jberyfeof  Notyngham** 
Thefrjl  lines  arcy 

'  ^*  Lithe  and  ly^enj  gerityhnen^    •        ' 

/^nat  be Yf re-bore  blode:  ,    .' 

'/  '  **  TflKfllyOu  tell  of  a  good  YEM  AK^ 
**  IBs  name  *was  Robyn  hode* 


.    ^y  Robyn  was  a  proude  out^awef. 
"  Whiles  he  loalked  on  grounde ; 
'*^S6 burttyfe  an.  ontia^  as  iiie  noaronej 
.   . .  ^  Jfas  never  n^neyfmnde**  he* 

The  pr inferos  colophon  is,  **  ^  Explicit  Kinge  tldwarde 
**  and  Kobiii  h^de  and  Lfttel  Johan.  Enprentedat  London  in 
"  Fkteftrete  at  thehgw  ofihefme  by  Wynkin  de  fTorde,** 
■  •  In  Mr*  Garrick^s  Colleffion  §  is  a  dijferent  edition  of  the 
fame  poem  *•  ^  Imprinted  at  London  upon  the  thre  Crane 
*'*'  ^harfe  iy  Wyllyam  C^fland,^*  containing  at  the  end  a 
iittle  dramatic  piece  on  toe  fubjeH  of  Robin  Hood  and  tht 
.  Friar,  not  found  in  Reformer  copy,  callejy  ^^.  Jl  newe  playc 
*^for  to  be  played  in  Maye  games  very  plefaunte  and  full  ^ 
^'pafhme.     €(.•.)>" 

I Jkall  conclude  theje  preliminary  remarks  ivith  ^/krvingp 
ihat  the  hero  of  this  ballad  vjas  the  favourite  fubjeH  ^ 
j^opukarfongsfo  early  as  the  time  of  ^,  Edward  III.     In  the 

^  ^  Stukd^y  m  Us  PalxiograpMa  Bkitaaaicat  iJ6.  H,  1746. 

^  See  alfo  tbefolhwing  balladsy  v,  147,  »  1  Nim*  J^»  <•  t-* 
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Fifiitns  6f  Pierce  PkwmAfi,  itHtten  in  that  rtign^  a  mudt 

.%  tatt  dme0  of  SUbeit  l^oti,  ^n^  JBanftial  of  ^fitzty 
39iit  of  otn  iUnie  onH  out  iUns,  Jlimenotl^^tiaataa. 

See  alfo  in  Bp.  Latimer^ s  SermoHs  *  a  'very  curimis  and 
thara^erifticalftoryy  which Jhtvjs  what  reffeB  *was  Jkevm 
to  the  memory  of  our  archer  in  the  time  of  that  prelate, 

The  curious  reader  will  find  many  other  particulars  re^ 
fating  to  this  celebrated  Outlaw,  in  Sir  John  Hawkins's 
Hijl,  of  Muficy  vol  IILp.  410,  4/0. 

For  the  cataftrophe  of  Little  John^  whPy  hfeems^  was 
executed  for  a  robbery  on  Avb<rr-hill^  Dublin  (withjome  cu^ 
rious  particulars  relating  to  his ^ill  in  (archery)^  fee  Mr^ 
J.  C*  Walker's  ingenious  "  Memoir  on  the^  Armour  and 
Weapons  of  the  Irijh^*^  />.  129,  annexed  to  his  **  Hifioricai 
EJfay  on  the  Drefs  of  the  Ancient  and  Modern  IrifiJ^  Dublin^ 
1788,  4/0. 

Some  liberties  were^  by  the  Editor^  taken  with  this  ballad; 
^hich^  in  this  Edition^  hath  been  brought  nearer  to  the 
folio  MS. 

WHEN  ihawtbeeoefheene^  and ihradds fdll 
And  leaves  both  large  and  longei    [fayre, 
Itt  18  menye  walking  in  the  fayre  forr^ft 
To  heare  the  ihiaU  bkdes  ibnge. 

The  woodweele  fang,  and  wold  not  ceafe,  { 

Sitting  upon  the  fpraye, 
See  lowde,  he  wakened  Rol>in  Hoodj^ 

In  the  greenwood  where  he  lay. 

♦  &f.  M  before  f,  Ed.  Apr,  xi.fol,  75.  GilpifCs  life  of  lot.  f.  l%t. 

Ver,  i.  Shale's.  MS*    It flmld ferliap$  he  Swards :  /.  e.  tbefurfam 

^  tkegrgiaid:  W«r  <<  fvben  tiffin  tire  in  their  henu^.f'  of  ferbafi 

Now 
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Now  by  my  fayc^  &y^  jpllye  Robin, 

'A  fweaven  I  b^  ttiifinight;  .  xo 

I  dreamt  vci^of  tow  ivtghty  yemen, 

That  faft  with  me  can  fight* 

Methought  they  did  mee  beate  and  binde, 

And  tooke  my  bow  mee  froe ; 
If  I  be  Robin  alive  in  this  lande,  z; 

He  be  wroken  on  theni  towe. 

Sweavens  are  fwift,  Mafler,  quoth  John, 

As  the  wind  that:blowe8  ore  a  hill; 
For  if  itt  be,  never  fo  loude  this  night, 

To-morrow  itt  may  be  AilU  lo 

Buike  ye^  bowne  yee,-  my  merry  men  all. 

And  John  fliall  goe  with  mee. 
For  Ue  goe  feeke  yond  wight  yeomen, 

In  greenwood  where  the  bee. 

Then  the.caft  on  their  gownes  of  grene,  25 

And  tooke  theyr  bowes  each  one; 
And  they  away  to  the  greene  forr^ft 

A  fhoQting  forth  are  gone; 

Untill  they  came  to  the  merry  greenwood, 
Where  they  hadrgladdefi;  bee,  50 

There  were  the  ware  of  a  wight  yeoman, 
Hi«  body  leaned  to  a  tree* 

G  J  Afword 
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A  fvtrord  and  a  <lagger  he  w<H*e  by  his  fidSf 

Of  manyca  man  the  bane} 
And  he  was  clad  in  his  capuU  hyde  j^ 

Topp  and  tayll  and  oaayne* 

Stapd  you  frilly  mailer,  quoth  latle  John, 

Under  this  tree  fo  grene, 
And  I  will  go  to  yond  Wight  yeoman 

To  know  what  lie  doth  meane*  4Qir 

Ah!  John,  by  me  thou  fetteft  noeUore, 

And  that  1  farley  findo: 
^ow  ofi't  Ti^nd  I  my  men  beffoni. 

And  tarry  my  fclfe  behinde  ? 

It  19  no  cunning  a  l^nave  to  ken^  ^j[ 

And  a  man  but  hearehim  i^ieake; 
And  itt  were  not  for  burfting  of  my  bowre, 

John,  I  thy  head  wold  breake* 

As  oftetv  wordes  they  breeden  bale, 

So  they  parted  Robin  and  John;  ^q 

And  Johb  is  gone  to  Barnefdale; 

The  gates  *  he  knoweth  eche  one. 

But  when  he  canic  to  Barnefdale, 
Great  heayineib  there  )iee  hadd, 

^    *  I.  e,  ways,  faffety  faths^  tidingu     GatC  h  a,  cqmttm.  word  in  tjb^ 
^rt&forV/sy^  ^    * 

For 
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For  lie  found  tow  of  his  owpe  feUdwei  5  $ 

Were  (laine  both  in  a  flade. 


And  Scarlette  he  was  flyinge  shfoot^  ,  r 

Faft  over  Hocke  and  (lone,  . .  -t 

For  the  iheriife  with  fevcn  fcorc  n^en 

FaA  after  him  it  gone.  <    .  *  6« 


One  fhoote  now  I  will  (hoote,  quoth  Johnf ; 

With  Chrift  his  might  and  mayi^ei 
He  make  yond  fellow  that  dyes  foe  fail, ,        ' 

Toftopphefballbefayne..    ^^    ,,    >, 

Then  John  bent  iip  Ins.  long  bende«bQWC»   '       65 

And  fetteled  him  to  fhoote;    ; 
The  bow  was  made  of  a  tender  bougbe, 

And  feU  downe  to  his  fopte*  .  . 

Woe  worth,  woe  worth  thee,  wicked  WQod^ 
That  ere  thou  grew  on  a  tree;  70 

For  now  this  day  thou  art  my  bale, 
My  boote  when  thou  ihold  bee* 

tlis  (hoote  it  was  but  loofely  fbott„ 

Yet  flewe  not  the  arrowe  in  vaine. 
For  itt  matt  one  of  the  iherriffes  men,  7  c 

Good  William  a  Trent  iras  ilaine^ 

It  had  bene  better  of  William  a  Trent 
Tq  bftvt  bene  abed  with  forro^e, 

G  4  Than 
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?  . 


Than  to  be  that  day  in  the  green  wood  (lade 
To  meet  wich*Litt)e  Johns  arrowe.  9q 

*  • 

But  as  it  is  faid,  when  men  bemett 

Fyve  can  doe  niorie  than  three, 
The  fleiWfc  hath  taken  little  John, 

And  bound  him  f^ft  to- a  tree*  ' 

Thon  jQialt  lie  drawen  by  dale  and  dovme,  8jf 

And  hanged  hye  on  a  hilU 
But  thou  iTiaylb  fayle  of  thy  purpofei  quoth  John^ 

If  itt  be  Chrift  hU  will. 

Let  US  leave  talkin|»  oF  litte  John^ 

And  thinke  of  Robm  Hood,  90, 

How  ht  is  gone  to  the  wight  yeoman. 

Where  undei*  the  ledvei  he  flood* 

* 

<3ood  mof rbwe,  good  fellowe,  fayd  Robin  fo  ^yre^ 
"  Good  morrowci  good  fellow,  quoth  he:" 

Methinkes  by  this  bowe  thou  beared  in  thy  hande  9  j 
A  good  archere  thou  ikoldfl  beifw 

I  am  wilful!  of  my  wayc,  quo^  the  yeman,^ 

And  ef  tuy  morning  tyde* 
lie  lead  thee  through  th^  wood,  fayd  Robin; 

Good  fellow,  He  b^  thy  guide*  100 

I  feeke  an  outlawe,  the  ftraunger  fayd, 
^en  qdl  him  Robin  Hopd  j^ 

Rather 
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Rather  lid  meet  wkh  that  proud  oiidiwe 
Than  fprtye  pound  ibe  goqd. 


Now  come  with  me,  thou  wighty  yeman,  loj 

And  Robin  thou  foone  ihalt  fee: 
But  firft  let  U8  feme  paftime  find 

Under  the  greenwood  tree.  ' 

Firit  let  us  ibme  mafterye  make 

Among  the  woods  fo  even^  i  iq 

Wee  may  chance  to  meet  with  Robin  Hood| 

Here  att  fome  unfett  fteveUf 

• 
They  cutt  them  downe  two  fummer  Ihroggs, 

That  grew  both  under  a  breere. 
And  fett  them  threefcore  rood  in  twaine'  1 1  j 

To  ihoote  tfa^  prickes  y-fere« 

Leade  on,  good  fellowe,  quoth  Robin  Hood, 

Leade  on^  I  doe  bidd  thee* 
Nay  by  my  faith,  good  fellowe,  hcc  fayd. 

My  leadj^r  thou  ilialt  bee.  i2Q 

fhe  Hril  time  Robin  (hot  at  the  pricke, 

He  mift  but  an  inch  it  froe : 
The  yeoman  he  was  an  archer  good, 

But  he  cold  never  (hoote  foe. 

The  fecond  ihoote  had  the  wightye  yemarT|       X2$ 

|Ie  fliote  within  the  garlande: 

But 
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But  Rol»Q.  b^  flioU  &r  belter  tb^  boei 
For  be  clave  tbe  good  pricke  w^nde. 

A  bleffing  upon  thy  heart,  he  feyd ; 

Good  fellowcy  thy  fliooting  is  goode;  136^ 

For  an  tay  hart  be  as  good  as  (h^  handf 

Thou  wert  better  (ben  Robin  Hoode. 

i^ow  tell  me  thy  name,  good  fellowe,  fayd  be» 

Under  the  leaves  of  lyne. 
Nay  by  my  faith,  quoth  bolde  Robln|  ;  jj 

Titt  thou  have  told  me  thine* 

I  dwell  by  dale  and  downe,  quotb  bee, 

And  Robin  to  take  Jme  fworne ; 
And  when  I  am  called  by  my  right  namp 

I  am  Guye  of  good  Giibdrne*  140 

^y  dwelling  is  in  this  wood,  fayes  Robin^ 

By  thee  I  fet  right  nought  t 
I  am  Robin  Hood  of  Barnefdale^ 

Whom  thou  fo  long  bad  fought^ 

He  tbat  had  neither  beene  kithe  nor  kio,  14  j 

Might  have  f^ene  9  full  feyre  fight, 

To  fee  how  together  thefe  yeomen  went 
Wi^h  l^ladcs  both  browne  *  s^nd  bright^ 

Tq 

♦  !lftr  etmmoH  efithetfor  a  fwrd  9r  other  ^ittfive  wiap^f^  « tU 
•Id  metrical  nomamesj  is  Brown.  Jfs  *'  hrvwn  brandy*  w  ** hrvwm 
^^fwQrJf  brrnvfihiif^*  &e.  ^  Jometimeievtn  ^^  hrifjfa  brvv/n  f»wd^ 

Cb^atett 


:  .1    To  fee  howthefeyepixieO'tbgeitliertheyfouglit 

Two  faowret  of  a  fummers  day;  i5<9 

Vett  neitlier  Robin  Hood  nor  fir  Guy 
Tbem  fetfled  to  five  away* 

Robin  was  reachles  on  a  robte, 

And  ftun^bled  at  that  tyde; 
And  Guy  was  qntcke  a(nd  nimble  with-ally        ||j 

And  hitt  him  ore  the  left  lide» 

Ah  deere  Lady,  fayd  Robin  Hood,  tlio  • 

That  art  both  mother  and  may', 
I  think  k  was  never  man8;deftiny« 

Tp  dye  bc^ixre  hh  day*  t6q 

Robin  thought  on  our  ladye  deere, 

And  ibpne  l^apt  up  againe. 
And  ftrait  he  came  with  a  ^  backward' firoke^ 

And  he  fir  Guy  hath  flayne* 

fAaucer  applies  tbe^word  KflSTXl  im  the  fame  Jenfe\  thus  he  defcrihes  th^ 
HEve: 

''  £[nti  ht  irftf  Oxie  fit  toe  a  ruft;  MaHe." 

P<o/.  ver^Siot 
jindeven  thus  the  God  M  ARi : 

*^  0n9  111  (to  tann  jfte  i^aH  %  rouCtn  Chio|^.'^ 

reJi,9jCreJfid.\%%, 

Spef^er  has fimetimes  ufed  the  fame  epithet.  See  ffarton^s  Obferu,volI.  IT. 
p.  62.  It  Jhould  feem^  from  this  particularity ,  that  •nr  anceftors  did 
fiot  pique  tbemfelves  upon  keeping  their  tveaJ>OHs  brigbi. :  ^perhaps  they 
deemed  it  imre  homura^le  t9  carry  them  flained  with  the  blood  of  their 

fn^ie^ 

IV*  161.  Awkwwde.  MS. 


^       A  N  C  I  B:N.T    V  O  B  M  S- 

He  tode  (ir  Qnys^  bead  .by  the  ha3rre,  >  |6^ 

And  fticked  itt  On  his  bowes  end : 
Thou  harCb  beenea  traytor  all  thy  lifiey 

Which  thing  muil  have  an  ende* 

^obin  pullc4  forth  an  Iriih  kni^^ 

And  nicked  (ir  Gkiy  in  ^e  face^  170 

Th^  he  was  nev«r  on  wonoan  bofn^ 

Cold  tell  whok  head  it  was. 

$aiesy  Lye  there,  lye  there^  now  fir  Guye, 

And  wi^h  tne  be  pot  wrothe ; 
f  f  thou  have  had  the  worf<^  firdces  at  my  hand,    175 

Thou  (halt  have  the  hotter  clothe* 

Robin  did  pff  his  gowne  of  greeney 
•  And  on  fir  Guy  did  it  throwe, 
Andhee  put  on  that  capull  hyde, 

That  cladd  him  topp  totoe«  i%q 

.    The  bowe,  the  arrowes,  and  litle  home, 

Now  with  me  I  will  beare; 
,     For  I  will  away  to  Bamefdale, 

To  fee  how  my  men  doe  far^« 

Robin  Hood  fett  Guyes  home  to  his  mouthy      185 

And  a  loud  blail  in  it  did  blow. 
That  beheard  the  fheriffe  of  Nottingham, 

Af  he  leaned  under  a  lowe. 

Hearken^ 
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Hearken,  hearken,  fayd  the  flieri^, 

I  heare  nowe  tydings  good,    '  xy> 

For  yonder  I  heare  fir  Guyes  home  blowe,  > 

And  he  hath  flaine  Robin  Hoode^' 

Yonder  1  heare  fir  Guyes  home  blowe, 

Itt  blowes  foe  well  in  tyde, 
And  yonder  comes  that  wigh'tye  yeoman,  19J 

Cladd  in  his  capull  hyde* 

Come  hyther,  come  hy ther,»  thou  good  fir  tf  iif^ 

Aike  what  thou  wik  of  mee« 
O I  will  none  of  thy  gold,  fayd  Robin, 

Nor  I  will  none  of  thy  fee:  gam 

But  now  I  have  ilatne  the  mafter,  he  f^ee. 

Let  me  goe  ftrike  the  knave; 
This  is  all  the  rewarde  I  aike ; 

Nor  noe  other  will  I  have* 

Thou  art  a  madman,  faid  the  (hertfie,  ta^ 

Thou  ilioldefl  have  had  a  knights  &ei 

But  feeing  thy  aiking  hath  beene  ioc  bad. 
Well  granted  it  fhale  ber 

When  Lttle  John  heard  his  mafler  fpeake. 

Well  knewe  he  it  was  his  ilevep :  at# 

Noj^  ihall  I  be  loofet,  quoth  Litle  John, 
With  Chrifi  hii  might  in  heaYciQ* 

F4ii 
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Paft  Robin  bee  hyed  him  to  Little  John, 

He  thought  to  loofe  him  bdive  ; 
The  fheriffe  and  all  his  coropanjre  ire 

Fail  after  him  did  drive. 

Stand  ^backe,  Hand  abacke,  fayd  Robiir; 

Why  draw  you  mce  foe  neerc  ? 
Itt  was  never  the  ufe  in  owr  countiy^. 

Ones  Ihrift  another  (hold  heere.  ^09 

But  Robin  puDed  forth  an  Iryfti  knifie, 

And  ioied  John  hand  and  foote. 
And  gave  him  fir  Guyes  bow  into  bis  hand^ 

And  bade  it  be  his  boots* 

Then  John  he  took  Gnyei  bow  in  his  hand,.     325 

His  boltes  and  arrowes  eche  ones 
When  the  (henfe  faw  Little  John  bend  his  bow. 

He  fettled  him  to  be  gone* 

Towards  his  houfe  in  Nottingham  towoe^ 

He  fled  full  iafi  away;  ^j^ 

And  foe  did  all  his  companye: 
Not  one  behind  wold  ftay,. 

But  he  cold  neither  runne  foe  faft. 

Nor  away  foe  fell  cold  ryde. 
But  Litie  John  with  an  arrowe  foe  broad^         aj j 

He  fliQtt  himlaio  the  ^  backc*-fyde, 

J%0 


»    ¥t 
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*4^*  T^e  title  of  Sir  was  mt/ormerfy  peculiar  to  Knights^ 
M  was  given  to  prie/isy  and  Jhmetimes  to  very  fftferiof^ 
ferfonages* 

Dr.  John/on  thinks  this  Title  was  applied  tofuch  as  had 

taken  the  degree  of  A,  B.  in  the  univerfities^  who  are  Jiill 

Jiiled^    Domini,  "  6Vri,"  to  dijiinguijh  them  from  Under' 

graduates^  who  have  no  prefix^  and  from  Maflsrs  of  Jbrts^ 

whtrarefliUd  Magiftri,  "  Mnjiers** 


AN  ELEOY 

ON  HENRY  FOURTH  EARL  OF  NORTH* 

UMBERLAND. 

^ke  fuhje^  of  this  poem y  which  was  written  By  SKEr.-" 

TON,    is  the  death  of  Henry  Percy,  fourth  earl  of 

Northumberlatuiy  ^ushofell  a  vi^im  to  the  avarice  of  Henry 

yiL     In  1 489  the  poY^ameut  had  granted  the  king  afui* 

Jidyfor  carrying  on  the  war  in  Bretagne.     This  tax  was 

foundfo  heavy  in  the  Nwth^   that  the  whole  country  was  in 

aflame*     The  E,  of  'Northumberland^  then  lord  lieutenant 

for  Torkjhire,  wrote  to  inform  the  kitig  of  the  difcontenty 

and  praying  an  abatement*     But  nothing  isfo  unrelenting  ai 

avarice:  the  king  wrote  hack  that  not  a  penny  Jhould  bt 

abated*     This  mejfagt  being  delivered  by  the  earl  with  toot 

little  caution,  the  populace  rofcy  and^  fuppofing  him  to  be  the 

promoter  of  their  calamity  y.  broke  into  hishoufe^  and  murdered 

kim^i  w/M  feveral  of  his  attendants^  who  yet  are  charged 

by  Skelton  with  being  backward  in  their  duty  on  this  occa^^ 

flon.     This  melancholy  event  happened  at  the  earVsfeat  ai 

Cocklodge^   near  Tkirfke^    in  Tor\lhire^  April  %^y    1489* 

See  Lwd  BacoXf  tsff*  • 
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If  the  reader  does  not  find  much  poetical  merit  in  this  olJ 
poem  (which  yet  is  one  of,  Shelton^s  hefi)^  he  ivill  fee  a 
Jf r  iking  pi^ttre  of  the  fate  and  magnificence  kepi  up  iy  out 
emcient  nobility  during  the  feudal  times,  ^  his  great  earl  is 
dtjci'ibed  here  as  havings  among  bis  menial  fervants^ 
KNIGHTS,  squiRES,  and  even  BARON  $  I  Jcc  V,  ^2,  183. 
Cjfr.  wbich^  however  different  from  modern  manners^  •vjOs 
formerly  not  unufual  with  our  greater  Barons^  whofe  cafiles 
had  all  the  Jpleftdour  and  offices  of  a  royal  courts  before  the 
Laws  againft  Retainers  abridged  and  limited  the  number  of 
their  attendants* 

John  Skelton,  who  commonly fiyled  himfelf  Foet  Law 
reaty  died  June  21,  1529.  'The  following  poem^  which  ap^ 
pears  to  have  been  writtefi  foon  after  the  event y  is  printed 
from  an  ancient  MS,  copy  preferved  in  the  Britijb  Mufeuni^ 
being  much  more  correh  than  that  printed  among  Skkl* 
ton's  Poems  in  bl.  let,  iimo,  1568. — //  is  addreffed  to 
Henry  Percy ^  fifth  earl  of  Northumberland^  and  iiS  prefaced^ 
(sfc,  in  the  following  manner: 

Poeta  Skelton  Laureatus  libelluoQ  fuum  metrice 

alloquitur. 

AU  dominum  properato  meam  mea  pagina  Percy, 

Qui  Noithumbrorum  jara  pacerna  gerit. 
Ad  nutum  Celebris  tu  prona  irpOQe  leonis^ 

Quaeque  fuo  patri  triilia  jufta  cano. 
Aft  ubi  pcriegiCy  dubiam  fuh  meote  voluteC 

Foitunaniy  cundta  qux  male  fida  rotat, 
Qni  leo  fit  felix^  &  Neftoris  occupet  annos; 

Ad  libitum  aijus  ipfe  paratus  ero* 

Skelton  Laurbat  upo|j  the  dolorus  dethe  a^p 

MUCH  LAMENTABLE  CHAUNCE  OF  THE  MOOST 
HONORABLE  £rL£  OF  NORTHUMBERLANDE. 

IWayle,  I  wepe,  I  fobbe,  I  figh  ful  fore 
The  dedely  fate,  the  dolcfiillc  deilenny 
Of  him  that  is  gone,  alas !  withoute  reftore^ 

'        i  ^     Of 
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Of  the  blode  *  royall  defeendtnge  nobellj^ ; 

Whos  lordfhepe  doqtlet  was  fisfae  lamencaWf        t 
Thorow  ti^fixi  ageyn  hym  compaflyd  and  wrotight  s 
Trew  to  hit  princey  ia  word,  in  dede,  and  thought. 

Of  herenly  poems,  O  CI70  calde  hf  name 
In  the  college  of  mufis  goddefs  hyftorially 

Adres  the  to  me,  whiche  am  both  halt  and  lame       ta 
In  eled  uteraunce  to  make  memoryaH: 
To  the  for  ibccour,  to  the  for  heipe  I  call 

Mync  homely  rndnes  and  drighnes  to  expelte 

With  the  frefhe  waters  of  Eifoonys  welle. 

Of  noble  a^^es  auncyently  enrolde,  1  j 

Of  famous  princi«  and  lordes  of  afia'tei 
By  thy  report  ar  wonte  to  be  cxtold, 

Regeftringe  trewly  every  fbrmare  date ; 

Of  thy  bountie  after  the  ufuall  rate, 
Kyndle  in  me  fuche  plenty  of  thy  nobles,  20 

Thes  forrowfulle  dities  that  I  may  (hew  expres. 

In  fefons  paft  who  hathe  harde  or  fene 

Of  formar  writings  by  any  prefidente 
That  vilane  hailarddis  in  ther  furious  tenc, 

*  The  mother  of  Hemy^  frft  Earl  tf  NortbttmberLmd^  w«  Mofyi 
daughter  to  Henry  £.  of  Lanca/ferf  •whofe  father  Edmmd  ^Mu  fecond  fin 
•/  K.  Henry  III.— -The  mother  mnd  ivife  ^  tbefecmtd  Earl  tf  Nortbrnn- 
her  land  loere  both  lineal  defcendants  of  K.  Edward  UL^^Tbe  Percys 
alfo  tiisre  lineally  defcendedfrom  the  Mmperour  Charlemagne  and  the  an" 
tient  Kings  of  France^  by  bis  ancefior  *Jefceline  de  Jjyvaxn  (fin  of  Go<frey 
Duke  of  Brabant )f  who  took  the  name  of  ¥ehcy  on  marrying  the heirefs 
of  that  houfe  in  the  reign  of  Hen.  IL  Fid.  Camden  Bntan.  Edmondfon,  &c. 

Vol.  I.  :H  Fulfyld 
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Fulfyld  with  malice  of  froward  entente,  25 

Confeterd  togeder  of  commoun  concente 

Falfly  to  flo  ther  mofke  Angular  goode  lorde? 

It  may  be  regifierde  of  fliamefull  recorder 

So  noble  a  man,  fo  valiaunt  lorde  and  knight. 

Fulfilled  with  honor,  as  all  the  worlde  dothe  ken  ;  30 

At  his  commaundement,  whiche  had  both  day  and  night 
Knyghtis  and  fquyers,  at  eveiy  feafon  when 
He  calde  upon  them, .  as  menyall  houfhold  men : 

Were  no  thes  commones  uncurteis  karlis  of  kynde 

To  ilo  their  owne  lorde?  God  was  not  in  their  minde.  SS 

And  were  not  they  to  blame,  I  fay  alfo, 

That  were  aboute  hym,  his  owne  fervants  of  truft. 

To  fuffre  hym  flayn  of  his  mortall  fo? 

Fled  away  from  hym,  let  hym  ly  in  the  diifl ; 
They  bode  not  till  therekening  were  difcuft.  40 

What  fliuld  I  flatter?  what  fhulde  I  glofe  or  paynt  ? 

Fy,  fy  for  fliame,  their  harts  wer  to  faint. 

In  Enolande  and  Fraunce,  which  gredy  was  redouted; 
Of  whom  both  Flaundcrs  and  Scotland  flode  in  drtde  ;^ 

To  whome  grete  aflates  obeyde  and  lowttede;  4^ 

A  mayny  of  rude  villayns  made  him  for  to  blede : 
Unkindly  they  flew  hym,  that  holp  them  oft  at  nede: 

He  was  their  bulwark,  their  paves,  and  their  wall, 

Yet  fliamfully  they  flew  hym ;  that  fliame  mot  thero  befaL 
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I  fay,  yc  commoners,  why  wer  ye  fo  ftark  mad?        jp 
What  frantyk  frenfy  fyll  in  yourc  brayne  ? 

-Where  was  your  wit  and  refon,  ye  fhuld  have  had? 
What  willfull  foly  made  yow  to  ryfe  agayne 
Your  naturall  lord  ?  alas !  I  can  nc^  fayne. 

Ye  armed  you  with  will,  and  left  your  wit  behynd;     ^§ 

Well  may  you  be  called  comones  moft  unkynd* 

He  was  your  chyfteyne,  your  (lielde,  your  chef  defence, 
Redy  to  aflyft  you  in  every  tyme  of  nede : 

Your  worfhip  depended  of  his  excellence : 

Alas !  ye  mad  men,  to  far  ye  did  excede:  60 

Your  hap  was  unhappy,  to  ill  was  your  fpede» 

WJiat  movyd  you  agayn  hym  to  war  or  to  fight? 

What  aylde  you  to  fie  your  lord  agyn  ail  right  ? 

The  grounde  of  his  quarel  was  for  his  fovcreyn  lord, 
The  wellc  concemyng  of  all  the  hole  lande,  65 

Demaundyng  foche  dutyes  as^nedis  moft  acord  [((and; 
To  the  right  of  his  prince  which  fliold  not  be  with- 
For  whos  caufe  ye  flew  hym  with  your  awne  hande* 

But  had  his  nobill  men  done  weljthat  day, 

Ye  had  not  been  hable  to  have  faide  him  nay.  70 

But  ther  wasfals  packinge,  or  els  lam  begylde: 
How-be-it  the  matter  was  evident  and  playne, 

For  yf  they  had  occupied  ther  fpere  and  ther  flielde, 
This  noble  man  douties  had  not  be  flayne« 
Hot  ipen  fay  they  wer  lynked  with  a  double  chayn,    75 

And  held  with  the  commouns  under  a  cloke, 

Whiche  kindeled  the  wyld  fyre  that  made  all  this  fmpke. 

Ha  The 
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The  commouns  renyc d  ther  taxes  to  pay 
Of  them  deinaunded  an4  alkcd  by  the  kinge; 

With  one  voice  importunei  they  piaynly  laid  nay :     8^ 
They  buflit  them  en  a  buQuneot  themfelf  id  baile  to 

bringe  t 
Agayne  the  kings  plefure  to  wraftle  or  to  wringe. 

Bluntly  as  beftis  with^  bofte  and  with  cry 

They  faide)  they^  forfede  not,  nor  carede  not  to  dy^ 

The  noblenes  of  the  northe  this  yatiant  lorde  and 
knyght^  8f 

As  man  that  was  innocent  of  trechery  ortrayne, 

Frefed  fbrthe  boldly  to  witfiaod  the  myght, 
Andy  lyke  marciall  He<5tor,.  he  fauht  them  agayne^ 
Vigoroufly  upon  them  with  myght  and  with  mayne, 

Truflinge  in  noble  men  that  wer  with hyra  there;       90 

Bot  all  they  fled  from  hym  for  falfliode  or  fere. 

Barons,  knights,,  fquyers,  one  and  alle, 
Togeder  with  fcrvannts  of  his  lamQly, 

Turnd  their  backis,  and  let  ther  mailer  fall, 

Of  whos  [life]  they  counted  not  a  flye;  95 

Take  up  whos  wolde  for  them,  they  let  hym  !y. 

Alas!  his  golde,  his  fee,  his  annual!  rente 

Upon  fuche  a  fort  was  ille  beflowde  and  fpentv 

He  was  envyronde  aboute  on  every  fyde 

Withe  bis  enemys,  that  were  flark  mad  and  wode ;  1 00 
Tet  whils  he  llode  he  gave  them  woiindes  wyde : 

Alas  for  routhe !  what  thouche  his  mynde  were  goode» 

His  corage  manly,  yet  ther  he  jdied  his  bloode! 

2  •  All 
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AH  left  alone,  alas !  he  fawte  in  vayne ; 

For  cruelly  amonge  them  ther  he  was  flayne*  xoj 

Alas  for  pitel  that  Percy  thus  was  fpylt. 

The  famous  erieof  Northumberiandet 
Of  knightly  prowes  the  fworde  poroel  and  hylt, 

Themyghty  lyoun  *  doutted  by  fc  and  lande! 

O  dolorous  chaunce  of  fortuns  fruward  hande!     1 1# 
What  man  remembring  how  fliamfuUy  he  was  (layne, 
From  bitter  weepinge  hymfelf  kan  reftrayne^ 

O  cruell  Mars,  thou  dedly  god  of  war! 
O  dolorous  teufday,  dedicate  to  thy  name, 

When  thou  (hoke  thy  fworde  fo  noble  a  man  to  mar !  1 15 
O  grounde  ungracious,  unhappy  be  thy  fame, 
Whiche  wert  endyed  with  rede  blode  of  the  famel 

Mode  noble  erle!  O  fowle  myfuryd  grounde 

Whereon  he  gat  his  fynal  dedely  woonde  1 

O  Atropos,  of  the  fatall  fyfters  thre,  zio 

Goddes  moofte  cruell  unto  the  lyf  of  man. 

All  merqiles,  in  the  ys  no  pite ! 
O  homycide,  whiche  Seed  all  that  thou  kan, 
So  forcibly  upon  this  erle  thow  ran, 

That  with  thy  fworde  enharpid  of  mortall  drede,      1 35 

Thou  kit  afbnder  his  perfight  vitall  threde ! 

My  wordis  unpuUyfhtbe  nakide  and  playne. 
Of  aureat  poems  they  want  ellumynyngef 
Sot  by  them  to  knoulege  ye  may  attayne 

^  j^luMngto  hhtr^Mndfuf porters,    Doutted  h  untraffed for  tt^ 
4oubteU. 

Hj  Of 
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Of  tlut  lordis  dethe  and  of  his  Aurdiynge«  tjo 

Which  whiU  he  iyvyd  had  fuyfon  of  every  thing, 
C>i  knightSy  of  fquyers,  chef  lord  of  toure  and  toune^ 
Tyi  fykkill  £)rtune  hegan  on  hyhi  to  frowne, 

Faregall  to  dukis,  with  kings  he  myght  compare, 
Siirmountinge  19  honor  all  erh  he  did  excede,  *      13  j 

To  all  cuptreis  aboute  hym  reporte  me  I  dare* 
Lyke  to  Eneas  benygne  in  worde  and  dede, 
Valiaunt  as  He£^or  in  every  niarciall  nede, 

Provydent,  difcrete,  circumfped^  and  wyfe,  139 

Tyll  the  chaunce  ran  agyne  him  of  fortunes  duble  dyfe. 

\Vhat  ncdethe  me  for  to  extoll  his  fame 
With  my  rnde  pen  enkankerd  all  with  ruft  ? 

Whos  noble  adis  fliew  worflieply  his  name, 

Tranfcendyng  far  myne  homely  mufe,  that  muft 
Yet  fumwhat  wright  fupprifid  with  hartly  luit,     145 

Truly  reportinge  his  right  noble  aftate, 

Immortally  whiche  is  immaculate. 

His  noble  blode  never  dideynyd  was, 

Trew  to  his  prince  forto  defende  his  right, 

Poiiblenes  hatinge,  fals  maters  tocompas,  I  JO 

Ttcytory  and  trefop  he  banneCht  out  of  fyght. 
With  trowth  to  medle  was  all  his  hole  ddyght. 

As  all  his  kuntrey  kan  teftefy  the  fame : 

1^0  flo  fache  a  lord,  alas,  it  was  grete  fhame. 

Jf  the  hole  quere  of  the  muiis  nync  15  j 

In  me  all  onely  wer  iett  and  compriiyde, 
l^nbfethcd  with  the  blaH  of  influence  dyvyne. 

Ai 
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As  perfightljr  as  could  be  thought  or  devyfydi 
To  me  alfo  allthouche  it  were  promyfyde 

Of  laureat  Phebus  holy  the  eloquence,  160 

All  were  to  litill  for  his  magnyiicence. 

0  yongc  lyon,  bot  tender  yet  of  age, 
Grow  and  encrefe,  remembre  thyn  aiiate, 

God  the  aflyfl  unto  thyn  herytage. 

And  geve  the  grace  to  be  nnore  fortunate,  16  j 

Agayne  rebellyouns  arme  to  make  debate. 
And,  as  the  lyoune,  whiche  is  of  beftis  kinge^ 
Unto  thy  fubjedis  be  kurteis  and  benynga«* 

1  pray  God  fende  the  profperous  lyf  and  long, 

Stabille  thy  mynde  conftant  to  be  and  fail,  1 70 

Right  to  irayntein,  and  to  refill  all  wronge: 
All  flattfitnge  faytors  abhor  and  from  the  cafl. 
Of  fouie  detradtion  God  kepe  the  from  the  blaft: 
Let  double  delinge  in  the  have  no  place, 
And  be  not  light  of  credence  in  no  cafe*  1  jg 

Wythe  hevy  chere,  with  dolorous  hart  and  mynd, 
£che  man  may  forow  in  his  inward  thought, 

Thys  lords  death,  whofe  pere  is  hard  to  fynd 
Allgyf  Englond  and  Praunce  were  thorow  faught.  * 
Al  kings,  all  princes,  all  dukes,  well  they  ought    1  to 

Bothe  temporall  and  fpirituall  for  to  oomplayne 

This  noble  man,  that  crewelly  was  flayne. 

More  fpecially  barons,  and  thofe  knygtes  bold. 

And  all  other  gentilmen  with  hym  enterteynd 
In  fee,  as  meajall  men  of  his  houfold,  18^ 

H  4  Whom 
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Whom  be  fif  lord  worOicply  mantejmd : 
To  forowfiiU  wepbg  they  ought  to  be  confireyad^ 
Af  i^ft  as  thei  call  to  thcr  leroembrauncet 
Of  ther  good  lord  the  fate  and  dpdelj  cbauoce. 

Operlefe  prince  of  hevyn  emperyatle,  iga 

That  with  jone  worde  formed  al  thing  of  noughte; 

Hevyn,  hell,  and  erth  obey  unto  thi  kail ; 

Which  to  thy  refemblance  wonderfly  hafi  wrooght 
All  mankyndf  whom  thou  full  dere  hafi  bogbt, 

With  thy  l^U}de  precious  our  finaunce  thou  dyd  pay,  19  j 

And  us  rcdemedi  from  the  feodys  pray: 

To  the  p|:ay  ttre»  as  prince  incon^erable^ 
Aa  thou  art  of  mercy  and  pite  the  well, 

Thou  bringe  unto  thy  joye  etermynable 
The  fowle  of  this  lorde  from  all  daunger  of  iieU|  joo 
In  .endles  blia  with  the  to  byde  and  dwell 

In  thy  palace  above  the  orient^ 

Where  thou  art  lorde,  and  God  omnipotent. 

O  quene  of  nnercy,  O  lady  full  of  grace, 
Maiden  qooOe  pure,  and  goddis  moder  dcre,        aoj 

To  forowfull  harts  chef  comfort  and  iblace. 
Of  all  women  O  fioure  withouten  pere, 
Pray:  to  thy  fon  above  the  ilarris  clere, 

He  to  voiiehefiif  by  thy  mediacioun 

To  pardon  thy  fervant,  and  bringe  to  falvacion,    aiQ 

Id  joy  triuaiphaunt  the  hevenly  yerarchy, 

With  all  tba  h>le  forte  of  that  glorious  place, 

Hte  fbule  mot  recsyve  intotber  company 

Thorowc 
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Thorowe  bounte  of  faym  that  formed  all  folacet 
Well  of  pite,  of  mercy,  and  of  grace,  jij 

The  father,  the  fon,  and  the  holy  gofte 

In  Trinitate  one  God  of  myghts  mofte. 

flf  /  have  placed  the  for^nng  poem  tf  Skelton*! 
before  the  following  extraH  from  Hawes,  not  only  becaufe 
it  was  written  firfi^  hut  becaufe  I  think  Skilton  is  in 
general  to  be  cvnfidered  as  the  earlier  poet ;  many  of  his 
poems  being  written  long  before  Hawes's  Graunde 
Amour. 


THE    TOWER    OF    DOCTRINE, 

The  reader  has  here  af^cimen  of  the  defcriptive  powers 
^  Stephjek-  H  AWES,  a  celebrated  poet  in  the  reign  of  Hen** 
VIL  tho^  now  little  knmun»  It  is  extraBedfrom  an  aUc 
gorical  poem  of  his  (written  in  1505.^  intitled,  ^^  The 
**  Hi/i.  of  Graunde  Amovre  ^  La  Belle  Pucel,  called  the 
*♦  Palace  if  Pleajure^  Cf/r."  4/a.  i  ^5  $•  See  more  of  Howes 
in  Ath.  Ox»  v.  i*  p,  6.  and  WartofCs  Obferv*  v.  2.  ^, 
105.  He  was  alfo  author  of  a  book^  intitled^  **  7 he  Temple 
•'  rf  Glafs,  Wrote  bv  Stephen  Hawes^  gentleman  of  the 
,  *'  bedchamber  to  K.  Henry  F'lL**  Pr/for  Caxton^  /\to,  no 
date- 

The  following  Stan%as  afe  tahett  from  Chap.  Ill,  and 
ly,  of  the  Hiji,  above-mentioned*  '^  Huitf  Fame  departed 
**from  Graunde  jimour  and  left  him  with  Governaunce  and 
^'  Grace^  and  howe  he  v^t  to  the  Tower  of  DoBrine^ 
*'  ^c^^^As  we  are  able  to  give  no  fmall  fyric  piece  <f 
Hmtie/s^  the  reader  vfill  excst/e  the  infer t ion  of  this  extraa. 

ILoked 
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* 

ILoked  about  and  faw  a  craggy  roche, 
Faire  in  the  weft  neare  to  the  element. 
And  as  I  dyd  then  unto  it  approche, 
Upon  the  toppe  I  (awe  refulgent 
The  royal  tower  of  Morall  Document,  j 

Made  of  fine  copper  with  turrettcs  fayre  and  hyc. 
Which  againft  Phebus  ihone  foe  marveyloufly. 

That  for  the  very  ptrfe6t  bryghtnes 
What  of  the  tower^  and  of  the  cleare  funne, 

I  could  nothyng  behold  the  goodlines  xo 

Of  that  palaice,  whereas  Dodrine  did  wonne : 
Tyll  at  the  laft^  with  myfly  wyndes  donne, 

The  radiant  brightnes  of  golden  Phebus 

Aufler  gan  cover  with  clowde  tenebrus* 

Then  to  the  tower  I  drewe  nere  and  nere,  15 

And  often  mufed  of  the  great  byghnes 

Of  the  craggy  rocke,  which  quadrant  did  appeare: 
But  the  foyre  tower,  (fo  much  of  ryches 
Was  all  abou%)  fexangled  doobtles ; 

Gargeyld  with  grayhoundes,  and  with  many  lyons,     ao 

Made  of  fy nc  goldc;  with  divers  fundry  dragons  *. 

The  little  turrets  withy  mages  of  golde 

About  was  fet,  whiche  with  the  wynde  aye  moved 

With  propre  vices,  that  I  did  well  beholde 

About  the  tower,  in  fundry  wyfc  they  hoved         25 
With  goodly  pypes,  in  their  mouthes  ituned, 

♦  Gieyhcurdsf  Liom^  Dragom,  *ufert  at  that  time  the  royal fupporters, 

V,  25.  towers.  PC. 

That 
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That  with  the  wynd  they  pyped  a  daunce 
Iclipped  Amour  de  la  bault  pUfaunce* 

The  toure  was  great  of  marveylous  wydnes, 
To  whyche  ther  was  no  way  to  paflc  but  one,        30 

Into  the  toiire  for  to  have  an  intres : 
A  grece  there  was  ychefyld  ali  of  ftone 
Out  of  the  rocke,  ,on  whyche  men  dyd  gone 

Up  to  the  toure,  and  in  lykewy fe  dyd  I 

Wyth  bothe  the  Grayhoundes  in  my  company  * :      j  j 

Tyll  that  I  came  unto  a  ryall  gate,  . 

Where  I  fawe  ftondynge  the  goodly  Portres, 

Whyche  axed  me,  from  whence  I  came  a-late  ; 
To  whome  I  gan  in  every  thynge  exprefle 
All  myne  adventure,  chaunce,  and  bufynefle,        40 

And  eke  my  name ;  I  tolde  her  every  dell : 

Whan  fhe  herde  this  (he  iyked  me  right  well* 

Her  name,  fliefayd,  was  called  Countenaunce; 
Into  the  *  bafe*  courte  Ihe  dyd  me  then  lede, 

Where  was  a  fbuntayne  depured  of  plefarxe,  4 j 

A  noble  fprynge,  a  ryall  conduyte-hede. 
Made  of  fyne  golde  enameled  with  reed ; 

And  on  the  toppe  four  dragons  blewe  and  ftoute 

Thys  dulcet  water  in  four  partes  dyd  fpoute. 


*  Tin  alludes  to  a  former  fart  of  the  Poem. 
V.  44«  befy  courte.  iYT.  .  V.  49.  partyes.  PC 


J 
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Of  wbyche  there  flowed  foure  rjrven  ryght  clere,       50 
Swetcr  than  Nylus  *  or  Ganges  was  ther  odoure; 

Tygrys  or  Eufrates  unto  them  no  pere: 
I  dyd  than  tafte  the  aromatyke  lycoure, 
Fragraunt  of  fume,  and  fweteat  any  flourei 

And  in  my  mouthe  it  had  a  marveylous  fcent  5^ 

Of  divers  fpyccsy  I  knewe  not  what  it  ment. 

And  after  thys  further  forth  me  brought 
Dame  Coiintenaunce  into  a  goodfy  Hall, 

Of  jafper  ftones  it  was  wonderly  wrotighi : 

The  wyndowes  cleare  depured  all  of  cryftall,        60 
And  in  the  roufe  on  hye  over  all 

Of  golde  was  made  a  ryght  crafty  vyne ; 

Inilede  Of  grapes  the  rubies  there  did  fliyne* 

The  flore  was  paved  with  berall  clarified^ 

With  piilers  made  of  ftones  precious,  6j 

Like  a  place  of  pleafure  fo  gayely  glorified^ 
Jt  myght  be  called  a  palaice  glorious. 
So  muche  deledable  and  folacious ; 

The  hall  was  hanged  hye  and  circuler 

With  cloth  of  arras  in  the  ryched  maner.  70 

That  treated  well  of  a  ful  noble  (lory. 

Of  the  doubty  waye  to  the  Tower  Pcrillous  t ; 

Howe  a  noble  knyght  (hould  wynne  the  vidtory 
Of  many  a  ferpente  foule  and  odious. 

«      ♦      «      4r      4f      •      # 

•  NyfufcPa  f  7%tjhry  cf  tJ^pmt. 

XL    THE 
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XI. 
T«E    CHILD    or    ELLE, 

* 

is  given  from  afn^ment  inthe  Editor^ sfilioM^s 
nvhich^  tho*  extremely  defe£li*oe  and  mutilated^  appeared  to 
have  fo  muck  merits  that  it  excited  aflrong  dejire  to  attempt 
u  completion  rf  the^ftmry,  The  ReaJer  will  ea/ify  difcover 
the  fupplemental JianTUu  by  their  inferiority^  and  ai  tne/amet 
time  he  inclined  to  pardon  it^  when  fje  confiders  how  difficult 
it  mufl  he  to  imitate  the  offering  ftmplicity  and  artlefs  beau* 
ties  of  the  original* 

Child  was  a  titlefometimes  given  to  a  knight  *  See  Glojfm 

I      /^  ^  yonder  hill  a  cailie  ftnades 

Vj/     Witk  walles  and  towres  bedight, 
And  )M>Dder  liyes  the  Child  of  £lle, 
A  younge  and  comely  knighte. 

The  Child  of  Elle  to  his  garden  weate»  j 

^  "^        And  l^ood  at  his  garden  pale, 

Whan,  lo!  he  beheld  fatr  Emmeliiies  page 
Cometrippingedowne  the  dale» 

The  Child  of  Elle  he  hyed  him  thence, 

Y*wis  he  ftoode  not  ftille,  za 

And  foone  he  mette  fatre  Emmelines  page  ^ 

Come  climbing  up  the  hille. 

Ko'^ve 
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Nowe  Chrifte  thee  favey  thou  tittle  foot-page, 

Now  Chrifte  thee  fave  and  lee ! 
Oh  telle  roe  how  does  thy  ladye  gaye,  15 

And  what  may  thy  tydinges  bee? 

My  lady  ihee  is  all  woe-begooe, 

And  the  teares  they  falle  from  her  cynt; 

And  aye  file  laments  the  deadlye  feude 
Betweene  her  houfe  and  thine.  J0 

And  here  (hee  fends  thee  a  illken  fcarfe 

Bedewde  with  many  a  teare, 
And  biddcs  thee  fometimes  thinke  on  her» 

Who  loved  thee  fo  deare* 

And  here  (hee  fends  thee  a  ring  of  gdde  ^5 

The  laflix>one  thou  mayft  havci 
And  biddes  thee  weare  it  for  her  fake^ 

Whan  ihe  is  layde  in  grave. 

For,  ah  I  her  gentle  heart  is  broke, 

And  in  grave  foone  mufl  fliee  bee,  '   30 

Sith  her  father  hath  chofe  her  a  new  new  loTe, 

And  forbidde  her  to  think  of  thee. 

Her  father  hath  brought  her  a  carlilh  knight. 

Sir  John  of  the  north  countraye, 

And  within  three  dayes  (hee  muft  him  wedde,     J5 

Or  he  vowes  he  will  her  ilaye.. 

,Nowe 


1^ 
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Noi^e  hye  thee  backe,  thou  little  foor-page,. 

And  greet  thy  ladye  from  meci 
And  telle  her  that  I  her  owne  true  love 

Will  dye,  or  fette  her  free.  40 

• 

Nqwe  hye  thee  backe,  thou  little  foot-page^ 

Aad  let  thy  fair  ladye  kaow 
This  night  will  I  bee  at  her  bowre- wiaddwe. 

Betide  me  weale  or  woe. 

The  boye  he  tripped,  the  boye  he  ranne^  45 

He  neither  flint  ae  flayd 
UntiUhe  came  to  fair  Emmeliaes  bowre. 

Whan  kneeling  downe  he  fayd, 

O  ladye^  Pve  been  with  thy  own  true  love, 
And  he  greets  thee  well  by  mee^  50 

This  night  will  he  bee  at  thy  bowre«wlud^wf^ 
And  dye  or  fette  th«e  free. 

Nowe  daye  was  gone»  and  night  was  come,  ' 

And  all  were  fad  afleepe. 
All  fave  the  ladye  Emmeline^  ^f 

Who  fate  in  her  bowre  to  weepe  i 

And  foone  fliee  heard  her  true  lores  voice 

Lowe  whifpering  at  the  walle, 
Awake,  awake»  my  deare  ladye^ 

Tis  I  thy  true  love  eall,  60 

Awake, 
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Awakei  SBrake,  my  ladye  deare, 

Come,  mount  this  hm  palfr^et 
This  ladder  of  ropes  will  iette  thee  downe, 

lie  cariye  thee  hence  awaye* 

Nowe  bay,  nowe  nay^  thou  gentle  knight^         6{ 

No  we  nay,  this  may  not  beei 
For  aye  ihohl  I  tint  my  maiden  fiunc^ 

If  alone  I  fhould  wend  with  thee. 

O  ladye,  thou  with  a  kni^te  ib  true 
Mayft  fafelye  wend  alone,  79 

To  my  ladye  mother  I  will  thee  bringe^* 
Where  marriage  ihaU  make  us  one* 

**  My  father  be  is  «  baron  bolde. 

Of  lynage  proude  and  hjte; 
And  what  would  he  faye  if  his  daughter  7$ 

Awaye  with  a  knight  ihould  iy? 

Ab-i  well  I  wot,  he  never  would  reft. 
Nor  his  meate  fliould  doe  him  no  goode, 
^     Until  he  had  flayne  thee.  Child  of  EUe, 

And  feene  thy  deare  hearts  bloode."  89 

« 

O  ladye,  wert  thou  in  thy  faddle  fette. 
And  a  little  fpace  him  fro, 
- 1  would  not  care  for  thy  cruel  £ith^ry 
Nor  tiie  word  that  be  could  doe* 
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0  ladye,  wert  thou  in  thy  faddle  fette,  85 
And  on.ce  without  this  walle, 

1  would  not  care  for  thy  cruel  father, 
Northe  w^orJI  that  might  befalle. 

Faire  Emmeline  fighed,  fair  En^^eline  wcpf, 
And  aye  her  heart  was  '^^ '  9® 

At  length  he  feizer'  ^*er  lilly-white  hand, 
And  downe  ^^^  ladder  he  drcwe : 

Ap^  thrice  he  clafped  her  to  his  brefte,         - 

And  kiil:  her  tenderlie : 
The  teares  that  fell  from  heir  fiiir  eyes,  95 

Ranne  like  the  fountayne  free* 

Hee  mounted  himfelfe  on  his  fteede  fo  talle. 

And  her  on  a  fair  palfraye, 
And  flung  his  bugle  about  his  neckc. 

And  roundlye  they  rode  awaye.  100 

All  this  beheard  her  owne  danodelle. 

In  her  bed  whereas  ihee  Icy, 
Quoth  fhee»  My  lord  ihali  knowe  of  this,     ^ 

Soe  I  fliall  have  golde  and  fee-, 

AwakC)  awake,  thou  baron  boldel  10^ 

Awake,  my  noble  dame  I- 
Your  daughter  is  fledde  with  the  Child  of  EHe, 

To  doe  the  deede  of  fhame* 
Vol.  I.  I  The 
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The  baron  he  woke,  the  baron  he  rofe^ 
And  called  his  merrye  men  all:  iia 

*^  And  conae  thou  fbrth»  Sir  John  the  knighte9 
Thy  ladye  is  carried  to  thrall." 

Faire  Emn^ine  fcant  had  ridden  a  mile, 

A  mile  forth  oc  jh^  towne» 
When  flic  was  aware  uc  her  fathers  men  ti j 

Come  galloping  orer  the  Ck%ivne: 

And  foremoft  came  the  carliih  knight, 

Sir  John  of  thi  north  countraye : 
^*  Nowe  ftop,  nowe  flop,  .thou  falfe  trait&ure. 

Nor  carry  that  ladye  awaye*  129 

For  {he  k  come  of  hye  lineage, 

And  was  of  a  ladye  borne. 
And  ill  it  befeems  thee  a  falfe  churl's  ibnne 

To  cariye  her  hence  to  fcorne*" 

Nowe  loud  thou  tyeft,  Sir  John  the  knight,       12; 

Nowe  thou  doeit  lye  of  mce ; 
A  knight  mee  gott,  and  a  ladye  me  bore, 

Soe  never  did  none  by  thee* 

But  light  nowe  downe,  my  ladye  faire, 
Light  downe,  and  hold  my  ileed,  130 

While  I  and  this  discourteous  knighte 
Doe  trye  this  arduous  deede« 

But 
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But  light  now  downe,  my  dcare  lady^. 

Light  downe,  and  hold  my  horfe  $ 
While  r  and  this  difconrteous  knight  13$ 

Doe  trye  our  valour's  force* 

Fair  Emmeline  fighed^  fair  Emmeline  wepf, 

And  aye  her  heart  was  woe, 
While  twixt  her  love  and  tile  carlifh  knight 

Fail  many  a  baleful  blowe.  J40 

The  Child  of  Elle  hce  fought  foe  well. 

As  his  vkeapon  he  waved  amaine, 
That  ibone  he  had  flaine  the  carliQi  knight. 

And  layd  him  upon  the  plaine. 

And  nowe  the  baron,  and  all  his  men  14$ 

Full  fafl  approached  nye : 
Ah  f  what  may  ladye  Emmeline  doe  i 

Twere  nowe  no  boote  to  flye* 

Her  lover  be  put  his  hbrne  to  his  mouth, 
And  blew  both  looid  and  (hrill,  150 

And  foone  he  faw  his  owne  merry  men 
Come  ryding  over  the  hilU 

*'  Nowe  hold  thy  hand,  thou  bold  baron, 

I  pray  thee  hold  thy  hand, 
Nor  ruthlefs  rend  two  gentle  hearts,  i  $  $ 

Fail  knit  in  true  love's  band* 

I  i  Thy 
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Thy  daughter  I  havt  dearly  loved 

Full  long  and  many  a  day  ; 
But  with  fuch  love  as  holy  kirke 

Hath  freelye  fayd  wee  may.  1 60 

O  give  confent,  fhee  may  be  mine^ 

And  bleife  a  faithful!  paire : 
My  lands  and  livings  are  not  fmall. 

My  houfe  and  lineage  faire : 

My  mother  (he  was  an  earl's  daughter,  16  j 

And  a  noble  knyght  my  fire       ■ 
The  baron  he  frowned,  and  turn'd  away 

With  mickle  dole  and  ire. 

Fair  Emmeline  fighed,  faire  Emmeline  wept. 
And  did  all  tremblinge  ftand :  1 70 

At  lengthe  (he  fprang  upon  her  knee. 
And  held  his  lifted  hand. 

Pardon,  my  lorde  and  father  deare. 

This  faire  yong  knyght  and  mee : 
Tniftme,  but  for  the  carlifli  knyght,  275 

I  never  had  fled  from  thee. 

Oft  have  you  called  your  Emmdin* 

Your  darling  and  your  joye ; 
O  let  not  then  your  har(h  refolvct 

Your  Emmeline  deftroye.  180 

The 
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The  baron  he  flroakt  his  dark-brown  cheekCi 

And  turned  his  heade  afyde 
To  whipe  awaye  the  ftarting  tcare, 

He  proudly  ftrave  to  hyde. 

In  deepe  revolving  thought  he  iioode,  iSiJ 

And  mufed  a  little  fpace ; 
Then  raifed  faire  Emmeline  froDEi  the  grounde. 

With  many  a  fond  embrace. 

Here  take  her,  Child  of  EUe,  he  fayd, 

And  gave  her  lillye  white  hand ;  190 

Here  take  my  deare  and  only  child, 
And  with  her  half  my  lajid : 

Thy  father  once  mine  honour  wrongde 

In  dayes  of  youthful  pride ; 
Do  thou  the  injurye  repayre  195 

In  fondnelTe  for  thy  bride* 

And  as  thoa  love  her,  and  hold  her  deare, 

'  Heaven  profper  thee  and  thine : 
And  nowe  my  bleffing  wend  wi*  thee, 
My  lovqlye  Emmeline.  aoa 

*** 

fit  From  the  ivord  kirke  in  ver»  1 59,  tAis  hath  been 
thought  to  be  a  Scottijh  Ballad^  but  it  muft  b^  acknowledged 
that  the  line  referred  to  is  among  the  additions fupplied  by  the 
Editor :  hejides^  in  the  Northern  counties  of  England^  kirk 
is  ufed  in  the  common  dialed  for  church,  as  'well  as  beyond 
thel^nuted^ 

I  3  XII.   E  D  O  M 
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XII. 

EDOM    O'    GORDON, 

A  Scottish  Ballad, 

■Ttwx  printed  at  Gia/gorOy  hy  Kobert  and  And^ero 
Foulify  MDCCLV.  %*vo.  1 2  pages. — IVie  are  ittdebfidfor 
its  publication  (with  many  other  ^valuable  things  in  thefe 
vclumes)  to  Sir  David  Dalrymple^  Bart,  who  gave  it  as 
it  voas  preferred  in  the  memory  of  a  lady^  that  is  nmv  ^eac}» 
The  reader  will  htrefind  it  improved^  and  enlarged  luith 
federal  fine  fianxas^t  recovered  from  a  fragment  of  the  fame 
ballad^  in  the  Editor^ s folio  MS,  It  is  remarkable  tkdtt  the 
latter  ts  in  titled  Capiatn  Afjam  Carre,  and  is  in  the 
Englijh  idiom.  But  whether  the  author  was  Englijh  or 
Scotch^  the  difference  originally  was  not  great,  The  Engltjk 
Ballads  are  generally  of  the  North  of  England,  the  S'ccttijh 
are  of  the  South  of  Siodand^  and  of  ^njequence  the  country 
if  Ballad-fingers  wat  fometimes  fvif>je£l  to^  on^  cronvn^  and 
fomeiimes  to  the  other ^  and moft frequently  to  neither,  Mofi 
of  thefinefi  oldJScotch  fonvs  have  the  fcene  laid  *within  20 
miles  of  England-^  which  is  indeed  all  poetic  ground^  green 
hillsy  remains  rf  woods^  clear  brooks.  The  pafioral  fienes 
remain :  Of  the  rude  chivalry  .  of  former  ages  happily  nO" 
thing  remains  but  the  ruins  of  the  caftlesy  where  the  more 
daring  and fuccefsful  robbers  refided.  The  Houfe,  or  Cq/lle 
ef  the  \Ki^D}E.z-y  fi cod  about  a  meafured  mile  fcuth  fr^in  Duns^ 
in  Berwick/hire  z  fome  cf  the  ruins  if  it  may  be  feen  to 
this  day-  The  Gordons  nx^ere  anciently  feated  in  the 
fame  county  ■  the  tivo  villages  of  Eafi  and  tf^efi  Gcrdcn  lie 
about   10  miles  from  the  cafile  of  the  Kodes  *.     Thefa^x 

*  TAr'j  'Ballad  is  ivell  ino^vn  in  t^nt  neiglbourbowl,  '•xvber^  it  h  in" 
titlfd'/iftiJiM  o*  Gordon.  //  may  hs-  chjerved^  that^tbe  famous  fte^' 
bcoteff  ivbom  Edward  I.  f'A/gbt  xvitb,  band  to  boftd,  ueur  FarnbtssMf 
1V0S  named  A  D  H  M  G  9  K  uu  n  • 

7  hovy- 


ANCIENT    POEMS.       ng 

i^wever^  on  'which  the  Ballad  is  founded^  happened  in  the 

North  of  Scotland^  (See  helow^  p.  i  x6.)  yet  it  is  but  too 

faithful  a  fpecimen  of  the  violences  praSifed  in  the.ftudal 

times  in  every  part  rf  this  Ifland^  and  indeed  all  over  Europe. 

From  the  different  titles  of  this  Ballad^  itflfouldfeem  thai 
the  old  firolling  hards  or  minfirels  (who  gained  a  livelihood 
by  reciting  thefe  poems)  made  no  fcruple  of  changing  the 
names  of  the  perfonages  they  introduced^  to  humour  their 
hearers.  For  ir^ance^  if  a  Gordon^ s  conduSi  ixfas  blame* 
nmrthy  in  thi  opinion  vf  that  age^  the  ohfequious  minftrel 
ivouldy  when  among  Gordons^  change  the  name  to  Car^ 
nuhofe  clan  or  fept  fay  further  JVeft^  and  vice  verfd»^-^The 
foregoing  obfervation^  which  I  owed  to  Sir  David  Dalrym" 
plcy  'will  appear  the  more  perfeBly  'well  founded^  ifj  as  1 
have  fince  been  informed  (from  Crawford^  s  Memoirs^)  the 
principal  Commander  of  the  expedition  was  a  GoRDOAf,  and 
the  immediate  Agent  a  Car,  or  Kbr  ;  for  then  the  Recited 
mighty  upon  good  grounds y  impute  the  barbarity  here  de^ored^ 
either  to  a  Gordon^  ot  a  Car^  as  beft  fnited his  purpofe*  In 
the  third  volume  the  Reader  will  f  rid  afimilar  in/iance*  See 
thefongof  Gil  Morris,  voherein  the  principal  charaBer 
introduced  had  different  names  given  him^  perhaps  from  the 
fame  caufe. 

It  may  be  proper  to  mention^  that  in  the  folio  MS.  in* 
fteadof  the  "  Caftle  cf  the  Rodes,"  it  is  the  "  Cqfile  of 
Brittons'borrowy**  and  al/b  *'  Dia^ours^*  or  Draitours^ 
borrow^"  (for  it  is  very  obfcurely  'written^)  and  **  Capt. 
Adam  Carre^^  is  called  the  "  Lord  of  Wefterton-tonun** 
Uniformity  required  that  the  additional Jlanzas  fuppUed from 
that  copyjnouldbe  clothed  in  the  Scottijh  orthography  and  idiom  t 
this  has  therefore  been  att^mptcd^  ^bo.ugh  f^haps  impfirfeHly^ 

IT  fell  about  the  Martinmas, 
Quhen  the  wind  blew  fhiil  and  cauld^ 
Said  Edom  o'  Gordon  to  his  men. 
We  maun  4iaw  till  a  hauld, 

I  4  And 


^-i'.. 


>>  I, 
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Afid  quhat  9  hauld  fall  we  draw  till,  ^ 

My  mirry  men  and  me  ? 
We  wul  gae  to  the  boufe  o*  the  Rodes, 

To  fee  that  fair  ladle. 

The  lady  dude  on  hir  cafile  wa*. 

Beheld  baith  dale  and  down  :  i^ 

There  ihe  was  ware  of  a  hoft  of  men 

Cum  ryding  towards  the  toun. 

O  fee  ze  nat,  my  mirry  men  a*  ? 

0  fee  ze  nat  quhat  I  fee  f 

Methinkft  I  fee  a  hoft  of  men :  i  j 

1  marveil  quha  they  be* 

She  weend  it  had  been  hir  luvely  lord^ 

As  he  cam  ryding  hame ; 
It  was  the  traitor  Edom  o*  Gordon, 

Quha  reckt  nae  fin  nor  fhame.  2(> 

She  had  nae  fooner  buikit  hirfel) 

And  putten  on  hir  goun, 
But  Edom  o'  Gordon  and  his  men 

Were  round  about  the  toun. 

They  had  nae  fooner  fupper  fett,  2^ 

Nae  foonef  faid  the  grace, 
But  Edom  o'  Gordon  and  his  men, 

Were  light  about  the  place. 

'    ^  The 
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The  lad  J  ran  up  to  hir  towir  head, 

Sa  fafi:  as  (he  could  hie,  3« 

To  fte  if  by  hir  fair  fpeeches 

She  could  wi*  him  agree. 

But  quhan  he  fee  this  lady  faif. 

And  hir  yates  all  locked  faf)*, 
He  fell  into  a  rage  of  wrath,  35 

And  his  look  was  all  aghaft. 

Cum  doun  to  me,  ze  lady  gay, 

Cum  doun,  cum  doun  to  me : 
This  night  fall  ye  lig  within  mine  armea, 

To-morrow  my  bride  fall  be.  40 

I  winnae  cuni  doun,  ze  fals  Gordon, 

I  winnae  cum  doun  to  thee ; 
I  winnae  forfake  my  ain  dear  lord. 

That  is  fae  far  frae  me. 

Give  owre  zour  houfe,  ze  lady  fair,  45 

Give  owre  zour  houfe  to  me, 
Or  I  fall  brenn  yourfel  therein, 

IBot  and  zour  babies  three. 

I  winnae  give  owre,  ze  falfe  Gordon, 

To  nae  fik  traitor  as  zee ;  jo 

And  if  ze  brenn  my  ain  dear  babes, 

My  lord  fall  make  ze  drie. 

^  But 
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But  reach  my  piftoll,  Glaud,  my  man  % 

And  charge  ze  weil  my  gun  * : 
For,  but  an  I  pierce  that  bluidy  butcher.  {< 

My  babe$  we  been  undoq^. 

She  ftude  upon  hir  cgftlc  W2(% 

And  let  twa  bullets  flee  * : 
She  mid  that  bluidy  butchers  hart. 

And  only  raz'd  his  knee*  6q 

# 

Set  fire  to  the  houfe,  quo'  fals  Gorddn, 

All  wood  wi' dule  and  ire: 
Fals  lad)',  ze  fall  rue  this  d^id. 

As  ze  bren  in  the  fire, 

Wae  worth,  wae  worth  ze,  Jock  my  man,         6j 

I  paid  ze  weil  zour  fee; 
Quhy  pu'  ze  out  the  ground-wa'  ftane. 

Lcfs  in  the  reek  to  me? 

And  ein  wae  worth  ze,  Jock  my  man, 
I  paid  zc  weil  zour  hire ;  jq 

Qiiby  pu*  ze  out  the  ground-wa  flanc, 
To  me  lets  ii;  the  fife  ? 

Ze  paid  me  wcjl  my  hire,  lady ; 

Zc  paid  me  weil  my  fee : 
But  now  I'm  Edom  o*  Gordons  man,  ye 

Maun  cither  doe  or  die. 

*  Tbefi  three  lines  are  refiore4  from  Foulis's  edition,  and  ticfol  MS. 
wbicb  lafi  readi  UiC  buUcts,  bt  ver,  58.  '  J  ^ 

O  than 
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P  than  bc/paik  hir  littlfe  fon, 

Sate  on  the  nurfes  knee : 
Sayes,  Mither  dcare,  gi'  owrc  this  houfey 

For  the  reek  it  fmithers  me,  80 


I  wad  gie  a*  my  gowd,  my  child«| 

Sae  wald  I  a*  ray  fee. 
For  ane  blaft  o'  the  weftcm  wiod^ 

To  blaw  the  reek  £rae  thee* 

P  then  befpaik  hir  dochter  dear,  S  j 

She  was  baitb  jimp  and  fma  3 
O  row  m^  ia  a  pair  o'  {heits. 

And  tow  me  owre  the  wa« 

They  rowd  hir  ia  a  pair  o*  flieits. 

And  towd  hir  owre  the  wa  :  90 

Sut  on  the  point  of  Gordons  fpear. 

She  gat  a  deadly  fa, 

O  bonnie  bonnie  was  hir  mouth, 

And  cherry  were  hir  cheiks^ 
And  clear  clq^r  was  hir  zellow  hair,  9^ 

Whereon  the  rcid  bluid  dreips. 

Then  wi'  hia  fpcar  he  tumd  hir  owre, 

O  gin  hir  face  was  wan  I 
He  fayd,  Ze  are  the  firft  that  eir 

J,  wifht  alive  aga^n.  100 

He 


id4       ANCIENT    P  O  E  M  $• 

He  tiirnd  hir  owre  and  owre  againe,         ^ 

0  gin  hir  ikin  was  ivhjte ! 

I  might  ha  fpared  that  bonnie  £ioe 
To  hae  been  Aim  mans  delyte* 

Bulk  and  boun,  mj  roeriy  men  a\  lOj^ 

For  ill  dooms  I  doe  guefs ; 
I  cannae  luik  in  that  bonnie  face. 

As  it  lyes  on  the  grafs* 

Thame,  Iniks  to  freits,  my  mailer  deir. 

Then  freits  wil  follow  thame :  1 1« 

Let  it  neir  be  faid  brave  £dom  o'  Gordon 

« 

Was  daunted  by  a  dame. 

But  quhen  the  ladye  fee  the  fire 

Cum  flaming  owre  hir  head, 
She  wept  and  kift  her  children  twain,  iij 

Sayd,  Bairns,  we  been  but  dead. 

The  Gordon  then  his  bougill  blew. 

And  faid,  Awa',  awa'; 
This  houfe  o*  the  Rodes  is  a'  in  flame, 

1  hauld  it  time  to  ga'«  12a 

T»  9S>  102 1  O  gin,  &C.  a  Scottijh  idiom  /•  exfrefs  great  admiration 

F^  109,  1 10.  Thame,  &c«  /•#•  Tkem  t-hat  lo^k  after  wtenicf  ill 
btMf  iU  hitl  vfillfillnv* 

O  then 
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O  then  befpyed  bir  ain  dear  lord^ 

As  bee  cam  owr  the  lee ; 
He  iled  his  cafile  all  in  blaze 

Sa  £ir  as  he  could  fce« 


Then  fair,  O  fair  his  mind  mifgave^  iij 

And  all  bis  hart  was  wae ; 
Put  on,  put  on,  my  wighty  meo. 

So  faft  as  Z6  can  gae* 

Put  on,  put  on,  my  wighty  men, 

Sa  faft  as  ze  can  drie  $  13% 

For  he  that  is  hindmofl  of  the  thrang. 

Sail  neir  get  gmid  o'  me* 

Than  fum  they  rade,  and  fum  they  rin, 

Fou  faft  out-owr  the  bent ; 
But  eir  the  foremoft  could  get  up,  13$ 

Baith  lady  and  babes  were  brent* 

He  wrang  his  hands,  he  rent  his  haiF^ 

And  wept  in  teenefu'  muid : 
O  traitors,  for  this  cruel  deid 

Ze  fall  weep  teirs  o'bluid*  140 

And  after  the  Gordon  he  is  ganci 
Sa  faft  as  he  might  drie ; 

c  AbA 
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And  fooQ  i*  the  Gordon's  foul  hartis  bluid, 

He*s  wrokcQ  his  dear  ladie* 

*  * 

« 

+it  5iW<  the  foregnng  ballad  ^toas  Jirft  printed^  tie 
fuhjeH  if  it  has  been  found  recorded  in  Abp.  St9tJkxx>od' s 
Bifiory  if  the  Church  ff  Scotland^  p.  259 :  •zuoo  tifwrms 
us^  that 

**  Anm  1771.  In  the  north  parts  of  Scotland^  Adam 
**  GoR  DOW  (luho  tJJas  deputy  for  his  brother  the  earl  of 
*'  Huntley)  did  keep  a  great  flir\  and  undet  eokur  of  the 
*'  queen's  authority y  committed  di*vers  oppejfionsy  efpecially 
*'  upon  the  Forbes* s  . . .  •  Having  killed  Arthur  Forbesy 
**  brother  to  the  lord  Forbes  .  • .  •  Not  long  after  he  fent  to 
^^fummon  the  houfe  tf  Tavy  pertaining  to  Alexander  FoT" 
"  bes,  7 he  Lady  refufing  to  yield 'without  direction  from 
**  her  hufbandy  he  put  fire  unto  it,  and  burnt  her  therein^ 
*'  with  children  andfervaatSy  being  tnAjentyfeven  perfons 
«  in  alL 

^^  This  inhuman  and  barbarous  cruelty  made  his  name 
•'  odious  y  and  gained  all  his  former  doings;  othemuife  he 
**  was  held  very  aSii*ve  andfot  tnnate  in  his  enterprixes*^* 

Thisfail^  which  had  efcaped  the  Editor* s  notice^  was 
tn  the  moft  obliging  manner  pointed  out  to  him^  by  an  inge^ 
jiious  writer  who  figns  his  name  H,  H  (NewcafU^  May 
9  J  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  for  May^  1775» 

THE  END  OF  THE  FIRST  BOOK. 
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SERIES    THE    FIRST. 
,  B  O  O  K    11. 

I. 

BALLADS  TBAT  ILLOSTKATE  SHAKESPEARE. 

Our  great  Jratnatie  faei  Anviig  xtafiMoUji  qimted  maty 

mneiail  iallailtf  and  even  taiett  tbe  plot  of  arte,  if  mt  mere, 

^  Ait  pliytfrettt  ameiig  tAttti,  it  wot  jt/iiged  preftr  ta  fre- 

ferva 
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Jerve  as  many  of  thefs  as  could  he  recovered^  and  that  tke^ 
might  be  the  more  eafily  founds  to  exhibit  them  in  one  coU 
leai*ve  'vie'w.  This  S  E  co  n  D  Boo  K  is  ikereforefet  apart  for 
the  reception  offuch  ballads  as  are  quoted  by  SnAKSPEAREy 
•r  contribute  in  any  degreeto  illuftraie  his  ^writings :  this  St-^ 
ing  the  principal  point  in  viev)^  the  candid  reader  ^ll  pardon 
the  admij/ion  of  fome  pieces ^  tJiat  have  no  other  kind  of  meritl 
7 he  dejign  of  this  hO'^K  being  of  a  Dramatic  tendency^  it 
may  not  be  ifrtproperly  introduced  luith '  a  few  obfervapms 

ON    THE    ORIGIN   OF    THE    EnGLISH    StAGI,     and  QU 
THE    CONDUCT  OF    OUR  TfRST    Dr  AM ikftc  4»OETS  :    a 

fubje€i^  ivhich  though  not  unjucqefsfully  handled  by  federal 
good  ivr iters  already  *,  wiH  yet  perhaps  admit  of  fome  fuT^ 
ther  illufiration* 

Os 

THE  Origin  of  the  English  Stage, 

&c. 

It  is  well  known  that  dramatic  poetry  in  this  and 
moft  other  nations  of  Europe  owes  its  origin,  or  at  leaft 
its  revival,  to  thofe  religious  (hows,  which  in  the  dark 
ages  were  ufually  exhibited  on  the  more  folemn  fefti- 
vals.  •  At  thofe  times  they  were  wont  to  reprefent  in 
the  churches  the  lives  and  miracles  of  the  faints,  or 
fome  of  the  more  important  llories  of  fcripture.  And 
as  the  raoft  layfterious  fubjcifls  were  frequently  chofen, 
fuch  as  the  Incarnation,  Pallion,  and  Refurreaion  of 
Chrifl,  tsfc,  thefe  exhibitions  acquired  the  general 
name  of  Mysteries.  At  lirft  they  were  probably  a 
kind  of  dumb  (hews,  intermingled,  it  may  be,  with  a 
few  fliort  fpeeches  ;  at  length  they  grew  into  a  regular 
fa-ies  of  conneaed  dialogue?,  formally  divided  into 
ads  and  fcencs.    Specimens  of  thefe  in  their  mod  im- 

Old  ^^yX-f^<^l'^*r'\\Acct,  of  Tbeat,  ,/  Europe,  &f..  ^c.      Thefe 
ipert  all  the  Author  hadfcen  %vhen  hefirji  dre^  up  tkh  EJfay, 

proved 
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proved  'ftate  (being  at  beft  btit  ptxsr  artleft  compo-   ' 
'''fitionB)  may  be  feen  am6ng  Dodfley's  Old  Plays  and 
in  Olborne's  Haiileyan  Miscel.     Mow  they  were 
exhibited  in  their  nrjoft  fimple  form,   we  may    learn    - 
from  an  ancient  novd,  often  quoted  by  our  old  drama- 
tic poets,  fa)  intitled  .  .  .  .  «  rmge  Ifeft  Of  «  OWtt  t(8t 
tm  tsXlth  INoUfltla^  (B)  ^c.  btm^  a  tranflacion  from 
the  Dutch  language,  in  which  he  is  named  Ulenfpiegle. 
Howleglafs,  whole  waggifh  tricks  are  the  fubjeffc  of  this 
book,  after  many  advcDtures  comes  to  live  with  a  prieft, 
who  makes  him  his  parifii-clerk.    This  prieft  is  de- 
fcribed  as  keeping  a  leman  or  concubine,  who  had 
but  one  eye,  to  whom  Howleglafs  owed  a  grudge  for 
revealing  his  rogueries  to  his  mafter.    The  ftory  thus 
proceeds,'  •  •  •  •    ^  And  than  in  the  meane  feafon, 
•*  while  Howleglas  was  paryfh  ciarke,  at  E  after  they 
**  fhould  play  tSe  RefurreAion  of  our  Lorde:  and  for 
**  becaufe  than  the  men  wer  not  learned,  nor  could 
•*  not  read,  the  prieft  toke  his  leman,  and  put  her  in 
**  the  grave  for  an  Aungell:  and  this  feing  Howleglas, 
**  toke  to  hym  iij  of  the  fvmpjeft  perfons  that  were  m  ■ 
**  the  towne,  that  playecl  the  iij  Maries ;  and  the  Pcr- 
**  fon  [i.e.  Parfon  or  Rector]  played  Chrifte,  with  a 
*'  baner  in  his  hand.    Than  laide  Howleglas  to  the 
•*  fympie  perfons.      Whan  the   Aungel  afketh    you, 
<'  whome  you  feke,  yom  may  faye,  The  parfons  leman 
**  with  one  iye.    Than  it  fortuned  that  the  tyme  was 
•*.come  that*  they  mull  playe,  and  thfe  Aungel  afked 
♦*  them  whom  they  fought,   and  than  fayd  they,  as 
*'  Howleglas  had  mewfcd  and  lerned  them  afore,  and 
**  than  anfwered  they.  We  feke  the  priefts  leman  with 
**  one  iye.    And  than  the  priefte  might  hearc  that  he 
"  was  mocked.    And  whan  the  priieftes  Icittan  herd 

(a)  See  Ben  Tonfon's  Foetafter,  Aft  j^  ic/^  and  his  Malque  of 
the  Fortunate  Ifles.    WbsOloy's Edit.  v^l.  II.  p.  49,  vol.  VI.  p.  190. 

(b)  Howleglafs  is  faid  in  the  Preface  to  bard  died  ia  M|  cccc^l. 
At  the  endjof  the  book:;  io  M^cccii. 

Wot.l.  K  "that, 
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<<  that,  (he  arofe  out  of  the  srave,  and  would  have 
**  fiT.ytcn  with  her  fift  HowlegTas  upon  the  cheke,  but 
^'  (he  milled  him  and  fmote  one  of  the  fimple  perfous 
<<  that  played  one  of  the  thre^  Maries  ;  and  he  gave 

^  *'  her  another ;  and  than  toke  (he  him  by  the  heare 
*<  [hair] ;  and  that  feing  his  wyfe,  came  running  haf- 
**  tely  to  fmite  the  pnefles  leaman ;  and  than  the 
*<  prieft  feeing  this,  calle  down  hys  baner  and  went  to 
**  helpe  his  woman,  fo  that  the  one  gave  the  pther 
*'  fore  (Irokes,  and  made  great  noyfe  in  the  churche. 
**  And  than  Howleglas  feyng  them  lyinge  together  by 
*^  the  eares  in  the  bodi  of  the  churche,  went  his  way 
"  out  of  the  village,  and  came  no  more  there  (cj,^* 

As  the  old  Myfleries  frequently  required  the  reprc- 
fentation  of  fome  allegorical  perfonage,  fuch  as  Death, 
Sin,  Charity,  Faith,  and  the  like,  by  degrees  the  rude 
poets  of  thofe  unlettered  ages  began  to  form  compleat 
dramatic  pieces  coplifting  entirely  of  fuch.perfonifica- 
tions.    Tnefe  they  intitled  Moral  Flays,   or  Mo- 

^KALiTiES.  The.  Myfteries  were  very  inartificial,  rc- 
prefenting  the  fcripture  flories  limply  according  to  the 
fetter.  But  the  Moralities  are  not  devoid  of  mvention; 
they  exhibit  putlines  of  the  dramatic  art:  they  con- 
tain fomething  of  a  fable  or  plot,  and  even  attempt  to 
delineate  characters  and  manners*  I  have  now  before 
me  two  that  w;ere  printed  early  in  the  reign  of  Heniy 
VIII ;  in  which  I  think  one  may  plainly  difcove^  the 
feeds  of  Tragedy  and  Comedy;  tor  which  reafon  I  fhall 
give  a  ftiort  analyfis  of  them  both. 

One  of  them  is  intitled  ^&att2  99$n  (d).  The  fub- 
je£t  of  this  piece  is  the  fummoning  of  Man  out  of  the 
world  by  death ;  and  its  moral,  that  nothing  will  then 
avail  him  but  a  welUfpent  life  and  the  comforts  of  re- 
ligion.   This  fubjedt  and  moral  are  opened  in  a  mo- 

(c)  ^.  Jm^ttVlXflty  • .  -bl^  W^'ffifZm  OCoplanH :  without  date, 
in  4to.  U.  let.  among  Mr.  Garrick's  Old  Tlays,  K.  vol.  X. 

(d)  This  Play  has  been  reprint^l  by  Mr.  Hawkivi  in  his 
3  vols,  of  Old  Plays,  intitled,  Ths  Origin  op  thb  Enoliih 
Dkas^a,  lamo.  Oxford,  l^^l^    See  vol.  1.  p.  27. 

nologue 
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tiologue  fpokcn  by  the  Messenger  (for  that  was  the 
name  generally  given  by  oih*  anccftors  to  the  Prologue 
on  their  rude  ftage:)  then  Gob  (e)  is  rcprefented;  who, 
Uf^ter  fome  general  complaints  on  the  degeneracy  of 
mankind,  calls  for  Deth,  and  orders  him  to  bring 
before  his  tribunal  Kvery-m an,  for  (o  is  called  the 
perfbnage  who  rcprefents  the  Human  Race.  Every- 
>f  AN  appears,  and  receives  the  funimons  with  all  the 
marks  of  confufion  and  terror.  When  Death  is  with- 
drawn. Every -man  applies  for  relief  in  this  diftrefs  to 
Fellowship,  Kindred,  Gojons,  or  Riches,  but  they 
fucceffively  renounce  and  forfakc  him.  In  this  difcon- 
folate  (late  he  betakes  himfelf  to  Good-dedes,  who, 
.after  upbraiding  him  with  his  long  negled  of  her  (f)^ 
introduces  him  to  her  lifter  KNowLEDtsE,  and  (he  leads 
him  to  the  "holy  man  Confession,"  who  appoints 
him  penance :  this  he  inflidls  upon  himfelf  on  the  flage, 
and  then  withdraws  to  receive  the  facraments  of  the* 
pfiefl.  Op  his  return  he  begins  to  wax  faint,-  and 
after  Strength,  Beauty,  Discretion,  and  Five 
Wits  (g)  have  all  taken  their  final  leave  of  him,  gra- 
'dually  expires  on  thcflagej  Good-dedes  flill  accom- 
panying him  to  the  lall.  Then  an  Auncell  defcends 
to  nng  his  i^^^»/V/»;  and  the  Epilogue  is  fpoken  by  a 
perfon^  called  Doctqur,  who  recapitulates  the  whole, 
and  delivers  the  moral : 

«<  C.  This  memoriall  men  may  have  in  mynde, 
**  Ye  herers,  take  it  of  wortn  old  and  yonge, 
•*  And  forfake  Pryde,  for  he  difcey veth  you  in  thende, 
•'  And  remembre  Beautc,   Five  Witts,    Strength  and 
*'  Th  ey  al  1  at  la  ft  do  £very-man  forfake ;        [  Dilc  retion, 
'*  Save  his  Good  Dedes  there  dothe  he  take ; 


ft]  The  fecond  perfon  of  the  Trinity  feems  tabe  meant. 

(f)  The  before-mentioned  are  male  chara6lei-s. 

fi)  i-  ®*  The  Five  Seofes.  Thefe  are  frequently  exhibited  as  five 
^iAina  perfonages  upod  the  Spanifh  ftage-,  (fee  Riccoboni,  p.  98.) 
but  our  moraliil  has  reprefented  thena  all  by  oho  charadler.     ' 

¥.2         .  "But 
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**  But  beware,  for  and  they  be  fmall, 

*'  Before  God  he  hath  no  helpe  at  all/'  &c. 

From  this  fliort  aoalvfis  it  may  be  obfenred,  that 
^BbecF  9^  is  a  grave  folemn  piece,  not  without  iboie 
I'ude  attempts  to  excite  terror  and  pity,  and  therefore 
may  not  improperly  bje  referred  to  tneciafsof  Tragedy. 
Ic  is  remarkable  that  in  this  old  fimple  drama  the  lame 
is  condu6led  upon  the  fh'i6left  model  of  the  Greek  tra- 
gedy. The  adion  is  fimply  one,  the  time  of  aflion  is 
that  of  the  performance,  the  fcene  is  never  changed, 
nor  the  ftage  ever  empty.  Every-man,  thehero.of 
the  piece,  after  his  firu  appearance  never  withdraws, 
except  when  he  goes  out  to  receive  the  facraments, 
which  could  not  well  be  exhibited  in  public;  and 
during  his  abfence  Knowledge  defcants  on  the  excel- 
lence and  power  of  the  priefthood,  fomewhat  after  the 
manner  of  the  Greek  chorus.  And  indeed,  except  in 
the  ciicumrtaoce  of  Every-man'a  expiring  op  the  itage, 
the  Sampibn  Agoniiles  of  Milton  is  hardly  formed  on 
a  feverer  plan  (fj. 

The  other  play  is  intitled  %&&  ftcmmet  (1)9  and 
bears  no  diftant  rcfemblance  to  Comedy  :  its  chief  aim 
fecms  to  be  to  exhibit  chara£lcrs  acd  manner?,  its  plot 
being  much  leis  regular  than  the  foregoing.  The  Pro- 
logue is  fpoken  by  Pity  reprefented  uraicr  the  cha- 
racter of  an  aged  pilgrim,  he  is  joined  by  Con  tempi,  a- 
CYON  and  Perseverance,  two  holy  men,  who,  after 
lamenting  the  degeneracy  of  the  age,  declare  their 
refolution  of  (lemming  the  torrent.  Pity  then  is  left 
upon  the  ftage,  and  prefently  found  by  Frewyll,  re- 
prefentirg  a  lewd  debauchee,  wIk),  whh  his  d4^olute 
cotopanion  Imacinacion,  relate  their  manner  of  life, 
and  not  without  humour  defcribe  the  flews  and  other 

.  fhj  See  more  of  Every  Mav,  in  vol.  11.  Prcf.  to  B.  II.    Note. 

fO  31mpri>nttB  l3g  me  digaifegn  Txt  Worne,  no  date;  in  ^to. 

bl.  Let.     This  play  has  alfo  been  reprinted  by  Mr.  Hawk  ins  in  his 
"  Origin  ot  the  EngUfli  Drama/'    Vol  I.  p.  69. 

places 
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places  of  bafe  refort.  They  are  prcfcntly  joined  by 
^iCK-scoRNBRy  who  is  drawn  as  a  libertine  returned 
from  travd,  and,  agreeably  to.  his  name^  fcofis  at  reli* 
gion.  Tbefe  three  are  described  as  extremely  viciona, 
who  glory  in  every  a6t  of  wickednefs:  at  length  two  o£ 
them  quarrel,  and  Pity  endeaVours  to  part  the  fray ; 
on  this  they  fall  upon  him,  put  him  in  the  flocks,  and 
there  leave  him.  Pity,  thus  imprifoned,  de(cants  in  a 
kind  of  lyric  meafure  on  the  profligacy  of  the  age,  and 
in  this  fituatioB  is  found  by  Perfeverance  and  Conton- 
placion,  who  fet  him  at  liberty,  and  advifehim^to  go  in 
iearch  of  the  delinquents.  As  foon  as  he  is  gone,  Fre- 
will  appears  again;  and,  after  relating  in  a  very  comic 
manner  fome  of  his  rogueries  and  efcapes  from  juilice, 
is  rebuked  by  the  two  noly  men,  who,  after  a  long  aU 
tercation,  at  length  convert  him  and  his  libertine  com- 
panion Imaginacioun  from  their  vicious  courfe  of  life: 
and  then  the  pby  ends  with  a  few  verfes  from  Perfeve- 
rance. by  way  of  Epilogue.  This  and  every  Morality  I 
have  feen  conclude  with  a  folemn  prayer.  They  are 
all  of  them  in  rhyme ;  in  a  kind  of  loofe  fianza,  inter* 
^  mixed  with  diftichs. 

-^  It  would  be  needlefs  to  point  out  the  abfurdities  in 

f  the  plaa  and  condu6i:  of  the  foregoing  play  :  they  are 

~:'f  evidently  great.    It  is  fufficient  to  obferve,  that,  ba- 

ting th^  moral  and  religious  refle«Stion  of  P  i  t y,  tsfc.  the 
piece  is  of  a  comic  caft,  and  contains  a  humorous 
difplay  of  fome  of  the  vices  of  the  age.  Indeed  the 
author  has  generally  been  fo  little  attentive  to  the  aU 
I;:  iegory,  that  we  need  only  liibflitute  other  names  to  his 

,^  perfonages,    and  we  have  real  characters  and  living 

is  manners. 

t  We  fee  then  that  the  writers  of  thefe  Moralities  were 

M  upon  the  very  threfliold  of  real  Tragedy  and  Comedy  ; 

and  therefore  we  are  not  to  wonder  that  Tragedies  and 
Comedies  in  forio  foon  after  took  place,  ei'pecially  as 
the  revival  of  learning  about  this  time  brought  them 
t^  acquainted  with  the  Roman  and  Grecian  models. 

,b«  K  3  n.  At 


P 

u 
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II.  At  what  period  of  time  the  Moralities  had  their 
rife  here,  it  is  difficult  to  difcover.  But  plays  of  inira- 
cles  appear  to  have  been  exhibited  in  England  foon 
after  the  Conqneft.  Matthew  Paris  tells  us  that  Geof- 
frey, afterwards  Abbot  of  St.  Albans,  a  Norman,  who 
had  been  fent  for  over  by  Abbot  Richard  to  take  upoa 
him  the  diredlion  of  the  fchool  of  that  monaftery,  com- 
ing too  late,  went  to  Dunftable,  and  taught  in  the  abby 
there;  where  he  caufed  to  be  a6led  (probably  by  his 
fcholars)  a  miracle-play  of  St. Catharine,  com^ 
pofed  by  himfelf  (a)»  This  was  long  before  the  year 
II 19,  and  probably  within  the  nth  century.  The 
above  play  of  St*  Catharine  was,  for  aught  that 
appears,  the  firfl  fpedtacle  of  this  fort  that  was  exhi- 
bited in  thefe  kingdoms :  And  an  eminent  French  Wri- 
ter thinks  it  was  even  the  firil  attempt  towards  the  re- 
vival of  Dramatic  Entertainments  in  all  Eu^iope ;  being 
long  before  the  Rcprefentations  of  Mysteries  in 
France ;  for  thefe  did  not  begin  till  the  year  1398  (h). 

But  whether  they  derived  their  origin  from  the  above 
exhibition  or  not,  it  is  certain  that  Holy  Plays,  repre- 
fenting  the  miracles  and  fufFerings  of  the  Samts,  were 
become  common  in  the  reign  of  Henry  IL  and  a  lighter 
fort  of  Interludes  appear  not  to  have  been  then  un- 
known (c)^     In  the  fubfequent  age  of  Chaucer,  **^  Plays 

''of 


(a)  J^pud  Dumjiafliam  ....  quendam  ludurndtfanBn  Katerina  (quern 
MIRACULA  intlgariter  appeal ammj  fecit,  ^d'qutr  decor anda^  petiit 
a  faerijfa  fan&i  Albania  ut  jibi  Capae  Chorales  aeoommodarentur,  et  e^ti- 
Kuit,  Etfuit  ludusille  def^nSia  Katerina.  Vitae  Abbat.ad  fin.  Hift. 
Mat.  Paris,  fol.  1639,  p.  56. — We  fee  here  that  Plays  of  Miracles, 
were  become  common  enough  in  the  time  of  Mat.  Pari.*,  who  flou- 
rifhed  about  1 240.  But  that  indeed  appears  from  the  more  earljr 
writings  of  Fit  z-Stfphins  :  quoted  below.  *     * 

(b)  Vid.  Abrege  Chron*  de  Tflift.  de  France,  par  M.  Henault  a 
I'ann.  1179. 

(c)  See  Fitz-ftephcns's  defcription  of  London,  preferyed  by  Sto.w, 
(and  reprinted  with  notes,  &c.  by  the  Rev.  Mr.Pegge,  in  1774,  410.) 
Londoma  fro fpeSfacuI's  theatra/ibus,  pro  ludis  ftenicU^  ludos   habetjanc" 
tioreSf  reprcfcntationes  miraculorumf  ^c.     He  is  thought  to  have  writ- 
ten 
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I 

^^  of  Miracles"  in  Lent  were  the  common  refort  of  idls 
goffips  (d).    -  , 

They  do  not  appear  to  have  been  ib  prevalent  on  the 
continent,  for  the  learned  hifloriap  ot  the  council  of 
Condancef^^  afcribes  tO'the  Englifh  the  introdudion  of 
Plays  into  Germany.  He  tells  us  that  the  Emperor 
leaving  been  abient  from  the  council  for  fome  time,  was 
at  his  return  received  with  great  rejoicings,  and  that 
the  Englifli  fathers  in  particular  did,  upon  that  occafion, 
caufe  a  facred  Comedy  to  be  adled  before  him  on  Sun* 
day  Jan.  31,  1417;  the  lubje<5t8  of  wliich  wer^:  Thu 

WATIVITY  OP  OUR  SaVJOVR  ;    THE    ARRIVAL  OF  THE 

EASTERN   magi;    and  the   massacre   by  Herod. 
Thence  it  appears,  fays  this  writer,  that  the  Germans^ 
are  obliged  to  the  Englifh  for  the  invention  of  this  fort^ 
of  (be^cles,  unknown  to  them  before  that  ]>eriod. 
The  fondnefs  of  our  anceftors  for  dran^atic  exhibi- 
•  tions  of  this  kind,  and  fome  curious  particulars  relating 
to  this  fubje6t  will  appear  from  the  Houshold  Book  of 
the  fifth  Earl  of  Northumberland,   A.  D.  1512  (f)t 
whence  I  (hall  fele^  a  few  extracts  which  f&pw,  that 
the  exhibiting  Scripture  Dramas  on  the  great  feflivals 
entered  into  the   regular  eftablifliment^  and  formc4 

ten  in  the  R.  of  Hen.  II.  and  to  have  died  ii>  that  of  Rich:  I.  It 
is  true  at  Che  end  of  this  book  we  find  mentioned  Henricum  regtm 
Urt:um\  but  this  is  doubtlefs  Hfnry  the  Second's  fon,  who  was 
crowned  during  the  life  of  liis  father,  in  1 176,  and  is  generally  dif* 
tinguiihed  as  Rexjuvenis,  Rexfiius,  and  fometimes  they  wcne  jointly 
named  Rtgfs  AngUde.  From  a  palfage  in  his  Chap.  J>t  Religiwt,  ic 
ihould  feem  that  tiie  body  of  St.  Thomas  Becket  was  juft  thei>  a 
new  acquifition  to  the  church  of  Canterbury,   ' 

(d)  See  Prologue  to  Wif^eof  Bath's  Talc,  v.  6137.  Tyrwliltt's  Ed. 

(e)  M,  L'SNF AN T.    Vid.  Hift«  duConc.  de  ConOance,  Vol. IL 

p.  440' 

(f)  •<  The  Regulations  and  Eftablilhments  of  the  Houihold  of 

«  Hen.  Alg.  Percy,  5th  Earl  of  Korthumb.  Lond.  1770."  8vo. 
Whereof  a  fmall  imprellion  was  printed  by  order  of  the  late  Duke 
and  Duchefs  of  Northumberland  to  beflpw  in  prefents  to  their 
iriends.-r Although  begun  in  i^xzj  ibme  of  th«  Regulations  wero 
coroj)ofed  fo  late  as  1525. 

K  4.  part 
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part  of  the  domcflic  regulations  of  ourascknt  nobilit}^; 
and,  what  is  more  remarkable,  that  it  was  as.muchtfa^. 
byfinefsof  the  Chaplain  in  tho^e  days  tocompofe  Pi«at9 
for  the  family,^  as  it  is  now  for  him  to  make  Sermoos, 

**  My  Lordcs  Chapleyns  in  Houfcbold  vj,  vi?.  TH^ 
*<  Almoiiar,  and  if  he  be  a  maker  of  Inte&lxtdvs,  than 
**  he  to  have  a  fervannt  to  the  intent  for  writyngc  of 
**. the  Parts;  aind  ells  to  have  non.  The  maifier  of 
"  gramer,  ic,"  ,  Sc6^.  V.  pu44- 

.  "  It  EM,  my  lojrde  uGth  and  accuftomytb  to  gyf  yercly 
*^  if  is  lordjfhip  kepe  a  chapell  and  be  at  home,  them  cS 
•*  his  lord idhipes  chapell,  if  they  doo  play  the  Play  of 
"  the  N  Ar  1  y  I X  E  uppon  priflynmesday  in  the  mornnyngp 
*'.in  my  lords  chapell  befor  his  lordfliip — xxs" 

Se6i.  XLIV,  p.  343, 

*'  Itbm,  9^  . '  •  to  them  of  his  lordihip  cbappell  and 
*'  other  his  lordfliipis  i'ervaunts  that  doith  play  the  Play 
*^.  bcfor  his  lordfhip  uppon  surof-tbwsday  at  night 
•*  yercly  in  reward — xs.  Ibid,  p.  345. 

"  Ithm,  ....  to  them  ....  that  playth  the  Play  of 
^'  R£suRK£CTioN  uppn  edur  day  in  the  momnynge  vx 
**  my  lordis  '  chapell'  befor  his  lord(bipe — xxs."   Ilnd« 

,"  Item,  My  lorde  ufeth  and  a^cullomyth  ycrly  to  gyf 
•*  hym  which  is  ordynede  to  be  the  master  of  the 
"  REVELLs  yerly  in  my  lordis  hous^in  criftmas  for^th^i 
**  overfeyinge  and  orderinge  of  his  lordfchipa  Playe»» 
**  Interludes  and  Drefinge  that  is  plaid  befor  his  lord-* 
*'  illip  in  his  hous  in  the  xijth  dayes  of  Criilenmas  ^nd 
**  they  to  have  in  rewarde  for  that  caus  yerly— xxs." 

Ibid.  p.  346« 

**  Item,  My  lorde  ufeth  and  accuftomyth  to  gyf 
**  every  of  the  iiij  Parfones  that  his  lordfchip  admyted 
*^.  as  his  Players  to  com  to  his  lordlliip  yerly  at  Cn- 
**  flynmes  ande  at  all  other  fuch  tymes  as  his  lord(bip 
<*  fliall  comandc  them  for  playing  of  Playe  and  Inter- 
<*  ludes  afFor  his  lordfhip  in  his  lordfliipis  hous  for  every, 
<*  of  their  fees  for  an  hole  yefe'*  1 1 . .      ibid.  p.  3$ x* 

**IteM| 
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*<  Item,,  to  be  payd  . .  •  for  rewards  to  Ft  ays&s  for 
**  Playes  playd  ia  Chridynmas  by  Stranegeres  in  my 
*^  houfe  after  xxd.  (^)  every  play,  by  edimacioa 
"  fomme — ^xxxiijs.  iiij.  (^^)."  Sea.  I,  g.  22, 

"  Item,  My  Lordc  ufitb,  and  accuftomech  to  gif 
**  yerely  when  his  Lordihipp  is  at  home,  to  every  erltt 
^^  Players  that  comes  to  his  Lordihipe^wixt  CTiftyn* 
**  mas  ande  Candelmas,  if  he  be  his  fpecial  Lorde  te 
«*  Frendc  &  Kynfman — ^xxs."      Sect.  XLIIII.  p.  340. 

"Item,  My  Lorde  ufith  and  accuftomyth  to  gyf 
**  yerely,  when  bis  Lordlhip  is  ar  home  to  every  LfOrdis 
**  pLAYERf,  that  comyth  to  his.Lordfhipe  betwixt  Ciy- 
**  ilynmas  and  Candilmas— xs."  Ibid. 

Tlie  i^eader  will  oblerve  the  great  difieretice  in  the 
Rewards  here  given  to  fuch  Players  as  were  Re^ainert. 
of  noble  Ferfonages,  and  iiiah  as  are  failed  Strange  as, 
or,  as  we  may  iuppofc,  only  Strolers. 

The  profcflion  of  a  Conoimon  Player  was  about  this 
time  held  by  ibn.e  in  low  eHioiation.  in  an  old  fatire,  in- 
titled,  (Hod  lUndtf  'B^tt  (i)  the  Author,  enumerating 
the  molt  common  trades  or  callings,  as  "  carpenters, 
coopers,  joyners,"  &c.  mentions 

"Players,  purfe?cutters,  money-batterers^ 

*'  Goldc'wafhers,  tomblers,  jogclers, 

"  Pardoners,  Sic,**  Sign.  B.  W}. 

lU.  It  hath  been  obferved  already,  that  Plays  of 
Miracles,  or  Mysteries,  as  they  were  called,  led  to 
the  introduction  of  Moral  PJays,  or  Moralities, 
which  prevailed  fo  early,  and  became  fo  common,  that, 
towards  the  latter  end  of  K.  Henry  Vllth's  reign,  John 
Raflel,  brother-in-law  to  Sir  Thomas  Mprei  cooceived 

(g)  This  was  not  fo  fmaU  a  fum  thf n  as  it  may  now  appear;  fiir, 
in  another  part  of  this  MS.  the  price  ordered  to  be  given  for  a  (at 
ox  is  but  1 3s.  4d.  and  for  9  lean  one  8s. 

(h)  At  this  rate  the  niQniber  of  Plays  a£led  mud  have  been  twenty, 
(ij  Fr.  at  the  Sun  in  Fieet-ftr.  by  W.  de  Worde,  no  date,  b.  1. 4to. 

a  defign 


\ 
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a  defign  of  making  them  the  vehicle  of  fcience  and  na- 
tural philofophy.    With  this  view  he  publifhcd  ♦  C.  fll 

•mto  mterluD?  anti  a  merp  of  tfje  nature  of  tije  iiii  ele^ 
tomtj^  teclarpnge  man?  proper  pointy  of  p^ilofop})? 
mtorant    and  of  Opberjsi  ftraunge ,  Imb^f,  (a)  &c. 

It  is  obfervable  that  the  poet  fpeaks  of  the  difcovery  of 
America  as  then  recent  i 

■         *'  Wkhin  this  xx  ycre 

**  Weflwarde  be  founde  new  landes 

•*  That  we  never  hardc  tell  of  before  this/ -  &c. 

The  Weft  Indies  were  difcovcred  by  Columbus  in 
1492,  which  fixes  the  writing  of  this  play  to  about 
1510  (two  years  before  the  date  of  the  above  Houfhold 
£ook).  The  play  of  ll^ici-i^COiner  was  probably  fome- 
what  more  ancient,  as  he  ilill  more  imperfe£ily  alludes 
to  the  American  difcoveries,  under  \ht  name  of  \^  the 
Ncwe  founde  Ilondc."    [Sign*  A.  vij.} 

It  is  obfervable  that  in  the  older  Moralities^  as  in 
that  ^afl  mentioned,  £very-nban,  &c.  is  printed  no  kind 
cf  ilage  diredlion  for  the  exits-  and  entrances  of  the  per- 
^toares,    no  divifion  of  adts  and  fcenes.    But  in  the 


(a}  Mr.  Garrick  has  an  imperfe^b  copy,  (Old  Plays,  i.  vol.  III.) 
Thr  Dramatis  Perfonae  arc,  "  d.  The  Meffcngcr  [or  Prologue] 
**  Kacnre  naturate.  Humanyt^.  Studyous  Defire.  Senfuall  Appe- 
•■tyte^  TheTaverncr:  Experyeiice.  Ygnoraunce.  (Alfoyfy* 
•^  Iffte  ye  may  brynge  in  a  dyfgyfyng«.)"  Aftcrw'ards  follows  a 
tsdbtft  of  the  mattery  handled  in  the  interlude ;  among  which  are, 
•"  ^..  OF  certeyn  concUifions  prouvynge  the  yerthe  muft  nedes  be 

**  n)umle,  and' that  yt  is  in  circumfereucc  above  xxi  M,  myle." * 

*  il.  Of  certeyne  points  of  cofmographye — and  of  dyvers  ftraungc 
••regyons,— and  of  the  new  founde  landys  and  the  mancrof  the 
•*  people"  This  part  is  extremely  curious,  as  it  ftiews  what  no- 
tijf^Bi  were  entertained  of  the  new  American  difcoverics  by  our  own 
cQOntrymen. 


motsX' 
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moral  interlude  of  lutt2  3^^Mvm  (h)^  written  under 
Edward  YI.  the  exits  and  entrances  begin  to  be  noted 
in  the  margin  (4:)  :  at  length  in  Q^  Eiizabeth'$  Veiga 
Moralities  appeared  formally  divided  into  adls  and  fcenes, 
ivith  a  regular  prologue,  &c.  One  of  thefe  is  reprinted 
by  Dodfley. 

Before  we  quit  this  fubjeft  of  the  very  early  printed 
plays,  itroayjuft  be  obferved,  that,  although  fo  few 
are  now  extant,  it  (hould  feem  msiny  were  printed  be- 
fore the  reign  of  Q^ Elizabeth,  as,  at  the  beginning  of 
her  reign,  her  Injunctions  in  1559  are  particularly 
riire6ted  to  the  fuppreffingof  "many  Pamphlets,  Playes^ 
"  and  Ballads;  that  no  manner  of  perfon  fliall  enter- 
"  prize  to  print  any  fuch,  &c/*  but  under  certain  re- 
firidlions.     Vic|.  Se6t.  c. 

In  the  time  of  Hen.  VIII.  one  or  two  dramatic  pieces 
had  been  publifhed  under  the  claflical  names  of  Comedy 
and  Tragedy  (d)^  but  they  appear  not  to  have  been 
intended  for  popular  ufe :  it  was  not  till  the  Religious 
/erments  had  fubftded  that  the  public  had  leifure  to 
attend  to  dramatic  poetry.  In**  the  reign  of  Elizabeth 
Tragedies  and  Comedies  began  to  appear  in  form,  and, 
pould  the  poets  have  perfevered,  the  firil  models  were 
good.     <fottotlt,    a  regular  tragedy,    was  aded  in 


(b)  Defcribcd in  vol.  If.  Preface  to  Book  II.  The  Dramatis  Per- 
fonae  of  tliis  piece  are,  **  C.  Meffenger,  Liifty  Juventus,  GooJ 
Counfail,  Knowledge,  Sathan  the  devyll,  Hyp(>cririe,  Fellowfhip, 
Abominable-lyving  [an  Harlot],  God's-merciful-proniifes." 

(c)  I  have  a'fo  difcovcred  fome  few  Exeats  zndJntrats  in  the  very 
old  Interlude  of  the  JFottC  €UmCnt)S. 

(JJ  Bp.  Bale  had  applied  the  name  of  Tragedy  to  his  Myftery  of 
®0,W  PrOmifejSf  in  1538.  in  1540  Jolm  Palfgrave,  B.  D  hnd 
republi(hed  a  Latin  comedy,  called  9^C0!aftU;5>  with  an  Eng!iili. 
verfion.  Holingfhed  tells  us  (vol  111.  p.  850  ),  that  fo  early  as 
1520,  the  king  had  **  a  good  comedie  of  Plautus  plaied*'  before  him 
at  Greenwich  t  bu(  this  was  iu  Latin,  as  Mr.  Farmer  informs  us 
in- his  carious  **  Bfiay  on  the  Leariiins  of  Sliakcrpc;aie,"  Svo.  p.  31, 


is^w. 
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1561  (e)  ;  and  Gafcoigne,  ia  1566,  exhibited  Sfocstej 
a  tranilation  from  Euripides,  as  alio  'S)^  6cipjpo(e0,  a 
legular  comedy,  frcm  Arioilo:  near  thirty  years  before 
aoy  of  Shakeipeare's  were  printed. 

The  people  however  lUil  retained  a  relifli  for  their 
old  My  Irenes  and  Moralities  (f)^  and  the  popular  dra- 
matic poets  fcem  to  have  made  them  their  models. 
From  the  graver  fort  of  Moralities  our  modem  Tra- 
gedy appears  to  have  derived  its  origin ;  as  oiirGoMEDY 
evidently  took  its  rife  from  the  lighter  interludes  of  that 
kind*  And  as  moil  of  thefe  pieces  contain  an  abfurd 
mixture  of  religion  and  buffoonery,  an  eminent  critic 
(g)  has  well  deduced  from  thence  the  origin  of  our  un- 
natural Tragi-comedies.  Even  after  the  people  had 
been  accuftomed  to  Tragedies  and  Coipedies,  Morali- 
ties ftill  kept  their  ground :  one  of  them  intitled  W^t 
l^eto  Cutitom  (h)  was  printed  fo  late  as  1^73 :  at  length 
they  afibmcd  the  name  of  Masques  (i)^  and  with 
fomc  claffical  improvements,  became  in  the  two  fol- 
lowing reigns  the  £ivounte  entertainmenis  of  the  court* 

IV.  The  old  Myilcrics,  which  ceafed  to  he  afted 
after  the  Reformation,  appear  to  have  given  birth  to 
a  Third  Sfeqes  of  Bage  exhibition,  which,  tliough 
now  confounded  with  Tragedy  and  Comedy,  were  by 
our  firfi:  dramatic  writers  confidered  as  quite  diflind 

(e)  See  Ames,  p.  ji6. -This  play  appears  to  have  been  firft 

priiitcd  under  the  name  of  CISocbjaXittC>  then  under  that  of  IFcrret 
anU  l^Orrtr,  »«  15^9;  and  again,  under  ^orbOlHlC,  1590.-—— 
Aines  Colls  ilic  61  It  edition  Qnaito;  Langbaine^  0<Siavo;  and 
Taimer,  izmo. 

ff)  T  he  gtnerjl  reception  tlie  old  Moralities  had  upon  tlie  (^e, 
■will  account  for  tlie  fondnefs  of  all  «)ur  firil  jxjets  for  allegory. 
Subjcdls  of  this  kind  'were  familiar  with  every  one. 

(g)  Bp.  VVarburr.  Shakefp.  vol.  V. 

(h)  Repgrinted  nnwng  Dodfley's  Old  Plays,  vol.  I. 

(i)  In  fome  t)f  ihc(e  appeari:d  ckaradlers  full  as  eictraordinary  as 
ill  any  of  the  ohl  Moralities.  In  Ben  Jonfon's  M:^fque  of  ^irift- 
VXl^,  1 61 6,  o.ie  of  the  perfonages  is  Minced  Pve. 

from 
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'rom  them  both:  tbefe  were Hiflorical  Plays,  or  Histo- 
*,iE8,  a  fpecies  of  dramatic  writing,  whidi  releaabled 
the  old  Myflerics  in  reprefenting  a  feries  of  hiftoriod 
events  (implj  in  the  order  of  time  in  which  they  hap- 
pened, without  any  regard  to  the  three  great  unities. 
Thefc  pieces  feem  to  differ  from  Tragedies,  juft  as  ^ 
much  as  Hillorical  poems  do  from  Epic ;  a»  the  Phar- 
falia  does  from  the  ^neid* 

^yhat  might  contribute  to  make  dramatic  poetry  take 
this  form  was,  that  foon  after  the  Myftcries  cealed  to 
be  exhibited,  was  publifljed  a  large  coiIe(ftion  of  poeti- 
cal narratives,  called  ^|^  Qj^irtouf  lur  (19a0tftme0  ^^^ 
wherein  a  great  nwmhcr  of  the  moft  emmerit  characters 
in  Englifli  Tiiiloiy  are  drawn  relating  their  own  misfor- 
tunes. Thip  book  was  popular,  and  of  a  dramatic  caft  ; 
and  therefore,  as  an  elegant  writer  (h)  has  well  obfervcdt 
might  have  its  influence  m  producing  Hiftorical  Play««  . 
Theie  narratives  probably  furniflied  the  fubje<5l8|  aod 
the  ancient  Myfteries  fuggefted  the  plan* 

There  aj^ears  indeed  to  have  been  one  ioftanceof  ail 
attempt  at  an  Historical  Play  itfelf,  which  wa» 
perhaps  as  early  as  any  Mytlery  on  a  religious  fubje^t ; 
for  fuch,  I  think,  we  may  pronounce  the  reprefentatioB 
of  a  memorable  event  in  Englifh  Hiilory,  that  was  bx- 
PRESSED  iji  Action?  and  Rhimes.  This  was  the 
old  Coventry  Play  of  Hock-Tuesday  (c)^  founded  oa 
the  flory  of  the  MafTacre  of  the  Danes,  as  it  happene4 
on  St.  Brice's  night,  November  13,  1002  (d).  The 
play  in  queflion  was  performed  by  certain  men  of  Co* 
ventry,  among  the  other  fliews  and  entertainments  at 
Keneiworth  Caftle,  in  July  1575,  prepared  for  Queca 

(a)  The  firft  part  of  which  was  printed  in  1559. 

(h)  Catal.  of  Royal  and  Noble  authors,  vol.  1.  p.  166. 7, 

(c)  This  muft  not  be  confounded  with  the  MyfleiiesaAed  00 
Corpus  Chrifti  day  by  the  Francifcans  at  Coventry,  which  were  aKv 
called  Coventry  Plays,  and  of  whfch  an  account  is  given  from 
T.  Warton*s  Hift.  of  Eng.  Poetry,  &c.  in  Malone*s  Shakcfp,  y(4.  If. 
Part  II.  pag.  1 3,  14. 

(dj  Not  1012,  as  printed  in  Laneham's  Letter,  meiUioo«d  below: 

Eliza- 
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Elizabeth,  and  this  the  rather  '^becauie  the  mattei^ 
•*  mentioneth  how  valiantly  our  Englifli  Women^  fof 
**  the  love  of  their  country,  behaved  themfelvcs.'^ 

The  writer,  whofe  Words  arc  here  quoted  (e)^  hath 
given  a  fhort  defcription  of  the  peifonnahoe;  which 
teems  on  that  occafion  to  have  been  without  Recitation 
or  Rhimes,  and  reduced  to  meer  Dumb-Show ;  coh-^ 
filling  of  violent  ikirmifhes  and  encounters,  firil  be* 
tiK'een  Danifli  and  Englifli  *'  lance-knights  on  horfe- 
'^  back,"  armed  with  fpear  and  (hield ;  and  afterwards 
between  ^'hofls'' of  footmen:  which  at  length  ended 
in  the.  Danes  being  ^  beaten  down,  overcome,  and 
**  many  led  captive  by  our  Englifh  women."  (f) 

This  play,  it  feems,  which  was  wont  to  be  exhiUted 
in  their  city  yearly,  and  which  had  been  of  great  anti^^ 

Jpity  and  long  continuance  there  (g)y  had  or  late  been 
upprefled,  at  the  inflance  of  fome  well-meaning,  but 
precife  preachers,  of  whofe  **  fournefs**  herein  the 
townfmen  complain ;  urging  that  their  play  was  ^'  with- 
•*  out  example  of  ill-manners,  papiftry,  or  any  fuper- 
**  flition;"  (h)  which  fhews  it  to  have  been  entirely 
didindt  froni  a  religious  Myflety.  But  having  been 
difcontinued,  and,  as  apj^ears  from  the  narrative,  taken 
up  of  a  fudden  after  the  fports  were  begun,  the  Players 
apparently  had  not  been  able  to  recover  the  old  Rhimes, 
or  to  procure  new  ones,  to  accompany  the  adion : 
which,  if  it  originally  reprefented  *^  the  outrage  and 
importable  infolency  of  the  Danes,  the  grievous  com- 

Elatnt  of  Huna,  king  Ethelred's  chieftain  in  wars  (^)  ;*' 
is  counfelling,  and  contriving  the  plot  to  difpatch 
them ;  concluding  with  the  conflids  above  mentioned, 
and  their  final  fuppreffion  —  "  exprelTed  in  Actions 
"  and  Rhimes  after  their  manner  (i)^*  one  can  hardly 

(e)  Ro.  Laneham,  whofe  Lettzr,  contauning  a  full  defcription 
of  the  Shows,  &c.  is  reprinted  at  large  in  Nichols's  "  Progreff«Bof 
Q^  Elizabeth,"  &c.  vol.  I.  410.1718. — That  writer's  oitbography 
being  peculiar  and  affedled,  is  not  here  followed. 

(f)  Laneham,  p;  37.  (g)  Ibid.  p.  35. 
rVIbid,               (•)  Ibid.  p.  3«.  r'y' Ibid.  p.  33. 

^    -  cte- 
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conceive  a  more  regular  model  of  a  compleat  drama  ^ 
and,  if  takea  up  fooa  after  the  event,  it  mull  have 
been  the  earlieii:  df  the  kind  in  Europe  (f ). 

Whatever  this  old  play,  or  "  ftorial  ihow  (kf*  waa 
at  the  time  it  was  exhibited  to  Q^EIizabeth,  it  had 
probably  our  young  Shakefpeare  for  a  fpe6tator,  who 
was  then  ki  his  twelfth  year,  add  doubtlefs  attended 
with  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  furrounding  countty  at 
thefe  "  Princely  pl^afures  of  Kenel worth  (l)^**  whence 
Stratford  is  only  a  few  miles  diftant.    And  as  the  Queen 
was  much  diverted  with  the  Coventry  Play,  "  whereat 
"  her  Majeftie  laught  well,"  and  rewarded  the  perfor- 
mers with  2  bucks,  and  5  marks  in  money:  wh6,  '*  what 
*•  rejoicing  upon  their  ample  reward,  and  what  tri- 
*•  umphing  upon  the  good  acceptance,  vaunted  their 
"  Play  was  never  fo  dignified,  nor  ever  dny  IHayera 
"  before  fo  beatified:"  but  efpecially  if  our  young  bard 
afterwards  gained  admittance  inte  the  caille  to  fee  a 
l^lay,  which  the  fame  evening,  after  fupper,  was  there 
"  prefented  of  a  very  good  theme,  but  lb  fet-forth  by 
**  the  adtors*  well-handling,    that  pleafure  and  mirth 
"  made  it  feem  very  fliort,  though  it  lafted  tvVo  good 
"  hours  and  more  (m),^*  we  may  imagine  what  an  im* 
predion  was  made  on  his  infant  mind.     Inde^  the  dra- 
jnatic  caft  of  many  parts  of  that  fiiperb  entertainment 
which  continued  nineteen  days,  and  wiaA  the  moft  fplen- 
did  of  the  kind  ever  attempted  in  this  kingdom ;  the 
AddreiTes  to  the  Qiieen  in  the  perfonated  Chara^ers  of 
a  ^ybille^   a  Savage  Man,    and  Sylvanus,    as  (he  ap- 
proached or  departed  from  the  baftle;    and,   on  the 
water,  by  Arion,  a  Triton,  or,  the  Lady  of  the  Lake, 
jsnuft  have  had  a  very  great  effed  on  a  youag  imagina- 
tion, whofe  dramatic  powers  were  hereafter  to  ailonitti 
the  world. 

(f )  The  Rhimes,  &c.  prove  this  Play  to  have  been  in  £ogIi(h : 
wh«reas-Mr.  Tho.  War  ton  thinks  the  Myfteries  compofed  before 
1328  were  in  LatiD.     Malonc*s  Shakefp.  Vol.  11.  Pr.  If.  p.  9. 
(i)  Laneham,  p.  3*.      (IJ  Sec  Nichols's  Progreffcs,  Vol  I.  p.  57 
(m)  Lantibam;  p.  38,  39.    This  was  oa  Su  ksav  eveaiflg,  July  9. 

Bur  ' 
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But  that  the  Hlfiorical  Play  wat  conlidei^d  by  otir 
old  writers,  and  by  Shakes  pear  e  hihiielf,  as-diftinft 
from  Tragedy  and  Comedy,  will  fufficiently  appear  from 
various  pafTages  in  their  works.  ^*  Of  late  crnys,"  fays 
Stow,  **  tn  place  of  fhofe  fiage-playes  (n)  hath  been 
**ufed  ComedieSy  Tragediet,  Eateriiides,  and  Hist o- 
"RiEf  both  true  and  fayned  <«;.*' — ^Beaumont  mni 
Fletcher,  in  the  prologue  to'^e  €sjiiain,  fay, 

"  This  is  nor  Comedy,  nor  Tragedy, 
"  Nor  History,"— 

.  Polonius  In  fttmUc  commends  the  aflors,  as  the  befi 
in  the  world,  *^  either  for  Tragedie,  Comedte,  His- 
**  TORiE,  Paflorall,**  &c.  And  Shnkefpeare*s  friends, 
Heminge  and  Condell,  in  the  lirft  folio  edit,  of  hit 
plays,  in  1623  (p)y  have  not  only  intitled  their  book 
*^  Mr.  William  bhakcipeare's  Comedies,  Histories, 
«*  and  Tragedies :"  but  in  their  Table  of  Contents 
liave  arranged  them  under  thole  three  feveral  heads; 
placing  in  the  clafs  of  Histories,  *'  K.  John,  Richard 

II.  Henry  IV.  2  pts.  Henry  V.  Henry  VL  3  pts.  Rich. 

III.  and  Henry  Vlll."  to  which  they  might  have  added 
fuch  of  his  other  plays  as  have  their  fubjedts  taken  from 
the  oli  Chronicles,  or  Plutarch's  Lives. 

Although  Shakefpeare  is  found  not  to  have  been  the 
£rft  who  invented  this  fpecies  of  drama  {'q\^  yet  he  cul- 
tivated it  with  fuch  fuperior  fuccefs,  and  threw  upon 
this  fimple  inartificial  tiffue  of  fcenes  fuch  a  blazx  of 
Genius,  that  his  Histories  maintain  their  ground 
in  defiance  of  Ariilotle  and  all  the  critics  of  the 
Clafik:  School,  and  will  ever  continue  to  interfift  and 
inilru^  an  Engliili  audience. 

(mJ  The  Creation  of  the  World,  a^ed  at  Skinners- weU  in  140^: 

(oj  See  Stow's  Survey  of  London,  i6oj,  41©.  p.  94,  (faid  inlhc 
tiilc-page  to  be  '•  written  in  the  year  159S.")  Sec  alfo  Waitoft's 
Cbfervations  on  Spenfer,  vol.11:  p.  109. 

ffj  The  famediftindlion  is  continued  m  the  2d  and  3d  foHos^  leC. 

(^)  Sec  Malone*s  Shakefp.  vol.  I.  part  II.  p.  31. 

a  By 
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Befolre  Shalcefpeare  wrote,  Hiilorical  Plays  do  not 
appear  to  have  attained  this  diflindton,  being  not 
mentioned  in  Q^  Elizabeth's  Licence  in  1574  (r)  to 
James  Burbage  and  others,  who  arc  only  im powered 
"  to  ufe,  cxercyfe,  and  occupie  the  arte  and  faculty© 
"  of  playengc  Comroedies,  Tragedies,  Enterliides,  Stage- 
"  Playes,  and  fuch  other  like," — But  when  Shakefpeare's 
Histories  had  become  the  ornaments  of  the  (iage, 
they  were  confidered  by  the  publick,  and  by  himfclf, 
as  a  formal  and  neceiTary  fpecies,  and  are  thenceforth  fo 
diilinguiilied  io  public inflruments.  Tlieyareparticularly 
inferted  in  the  Licence  granted  by  K.  James  L  in  1603 
(/),  to  VV.  Shakefpcarc  himfelf,  and  the  Flayers  his  felv 
lows ;  who  are  authorized  *^'  to  ufe  and  exercife  the  arte 
*'  and  faculty  of  playiivg  Conaedies^  Tragedies,  Histo- 
*^  RIBS,  Interludes,  Morals,  Pa^orals,  Stage-plaies^ 
«  and  fuch  like." 

The  fame  merited  diflin^bion  they  continued  to  main- 
tain after  his  death,  till  the  Theatre  iifelf  was  extin- 
guiflied :  for  they  are  expredly  mentioned  in  a  warrant 
in  1622,  for  licenling  certain  '*  late  Comedians  of  Q. 
**  Anne  deceafed,  to  bring  up  children  in  the  qualitie 
**  and  exercife  of  playing  Comedies,  Histories,  In- 
•"  terludes,  Morals,  Paftorals,  Stage-Plaies,  and  fuch 
**  like  (*).'*  The  fame  appears  in  an  Admonition  iifued 
in  1637  (tj  by  Philip  Earl  of  Pembroke  and  lyiontgo- 
iBery,  then  Lord  Chamberlain,  to  the  mailer  and  war- 
dens of  the  company  of  Printers  and  Stationers;  wherein 
is  fet  forth  the  complaint  of  his  Majefty's  fervants  the 
Players,  that  "  diverfe  of  their  books  of  Comedyes  and 
*'  Tragedyes,  CnRONictE-HiSTORYES,  and  the  like," 
had  been  printed  and  publiihed  to  their  prejudice,  &a 

(rj  See  Malone's  Shakefp.  vol,  I.  P.  11.  p.  37.       f/J  Ibid.  p.  40. 

(*)  Ibid.  p.  49.  Here  Histories,  or  Hiftorical  Flays  are  found 
totally  to  have  excluded  the  mention  of  Tragedies;  a  proof  of  their 
fupcrior  popnlariiy. — In  an  Order  for  the  King's  Comedians  to  at- 
tend K.  Charles  I.  in  his  fummer's  progrefF,  1636,  (Ibid.  p.  144.) 
Histories  are  not  particularly  mentioned;  but  (o  neither  are 
Tragedies:  They  being  briefly  dircfted  to  "  a6t  Playe<^,  Comedyes, 
'*  and  Interlnder,  without  any  letr^**  &c  ftj  Ibid.  p.  139. 

Vol.  !••  L  This 
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ThU  diftinftion,  we  fee,  prc?vailed  for  near  half  a  cca« 
tury ;  but  after  the  Rcftoration,  when  the  ftage  revived 
for  the  entertainmeilt  of  a  new  race  of  auditors,  m3aij  of 
whom  had  been  exiled  in  France,  and  formed  their 
tade  from, the  French  theatre,  Shakefpeare^s  Historiei 
appear  to  have  been  no  longer  reliflied ;  at  Icaft  the 
di(lin£^ioii  refpedting  them  is  dropt  in  the  parents  that 
were  immediately  granted  after  the  king's  return. 

This  appears  not  only  from  the  allowance  to  Mr. 
William  Beefton  in  Juac  1660  (trjy  to  ufc  the  houfe  in 
Salifbury-court '♦for  a  Play-houfe,  wherein  Comedief, 
**  Tragedies,  Tragi-comedies,  Padoralls,  and  Interludes, 
.  **  may  beadted,"  but  alfo  from  the  fuller  Grant  (dated 
Auguft  31)  1760)  (^v7  to  Thomas  Killigrew,  efq.  and 
Sir  William  Davenant,  knt.  by  which  they  have  autho- 
rity to  ere6k  two  companies  of  players,  and  to  fit  up 
two  theatres  "  for  the  reprefentation  of  Tragydies, 
*'  Comedyes,  Playcs,  Operas,  and  all  other  entertain- 
"  ments  of  that  nature." 

But  while  Shakefpeare  was  the  favourite  dramatic 
poet,  his  Histories  had  fuch  faperior  merit,  that  he 
might  well  claim  to  be  the  chief,  if  not  the  only  hiflo- 
ric  dramatift  that  kept  pofleffion  of  the  Englifli  ftagc  ; 
which  gives  a  ftrong  lupport  to  the  tradition  mentioned 
by  Gildon  (ivj,  that,  in  a  converfation  with  Ben  ]on- 
80N,  our  Bard  vindicated  his  Hiflorical  Plays,  by  ur- 
ging, that,  as  he  had  found^"  the  nation  in  general  veiy 
•*  ignorant  of  hiflory,  he  wrote  them  in  order  to  inflruct 
•*  the  people  in  this  particular."  This  is  affigning  not 
only  a  good  motive,  but  a  very  probable  realon  for  his 
preference  of  this  fpecies  of  compofition;  fincc  we 
eannot  doubt  but  his  illiterate  countrymen  would  not 
only  want  fuch  inftrudion  when  he  firil  began  to  write, 
notwithltanding  the  obfcure  dramatic  chroniclers  whQ 

fu)  This  is  believed  to  be  the  date  by  Mr.  Malone.  Vol.  II. 
P.  II.  p.  239.  (vj  Ibid.  p.  244. 

f%uj  See  Malone's  Shakefp.  vol.  VI.  p.  427.  This  ingenious 
writer  will*  with  his  known  Itberaliry,  cxcufe  the  difieiitnce  oC 
•pinion  here  cnterLaijxed  coiv;eming  the  above  traditioii. 
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preceded  him;  but  alfo  that  they  would  highly  profit 
Dy  his  admirable  Le6lurcs  on  Englifli  Hiftory  fo  Ung 
as  he  continued  to  deliver  them  to  his  audience.  And, 
as  it  implies  no  claim  to  his  being  theory?  who  .intro- 
duced our  chronicles  on  the  flage,  I  lee  not  why  the 
tradition  fliould  be  rejeded. 

Upon  the  whole  we  have  had  abundant  proof,  that 
both  Shakefpeare  and  his  contemporaries  confideredhis 
Histories,  or  Hiftorical  Piays^  as  of  a  legitimate  dif- 
^iinStfpecies,  fufficiently  feparate  from  Tragedy  and 
Comedy;  a  diflindion  which  deferves  the  particular 
attention  of  his  critics  and  commentators;  who,  by 
not  adverting  to  it,  deprive  him  of  his  proper  defence 
and  befl  vindication  for  his  negle6^  of  the  Unities,  and 
departure  from  the  claffical  Dramatic  Forms.  For,  if 
it  be  the  firft  Canon  of  found  criticifm  to  examine  any 
work  by  whatever  Rule  the  author  prefcribed  for  his 
own  obfervance,  then  we  ought  not  to  try  Shakefpeare's 
Histories  by  the  general  laws  of  Tragedy  or  Comedy. 
Whether  the  Rule  itfeif  be  vicious  or  not,  is  another 
inquiry:  but  certainly  we  ought  to  exan\ine  a  work 
only  by  thofc  principles  according  to  which  it  was  com- 
pofed.     This  would  fave  a  deal  of  impertinent  criticifm. 

V.  We  have  now  brought  the  inquiry  as  low  as  was 
intended,  but  cannot  quit  it,  without  entering  into  a 
ihort  defcription  of  what  may  be  called  the  (Economy 
of  the  ancient  Englilh  ftage.  ' 

Such  was  the  fondnefs  of  our  forefathers  for  drama- 
tic entertainments^  that  not  fewer  than  Nineteen. 
Playhoufes  had  been   opened,  before  the  year  1633, 

when  Prynne  publilQied  his  Hiflriomaflix  (a).  '  From 
•  -  •  ■ 

(a)  He  fpeaksin  p>49«y  of  the  Playhoufes  in  Bilhopfgate-Areet, 

and  on  Ludgate-hiUi  which  are  not  among  the  seven t ex n  enu- 

mei  ated  in  the  Preface  to  Dodfley's  Old  Plays.     Nay,  it  appears 

from  Rymcr's  MSS.  that  Twenty-Three  Playhoufes  had  ^een  at 

different  periods  open  in  London ;  and  eveii  Six  of  them  at  one 

tirae.    See  Malone's  Shakffp.  Vo!.l.  Fc.  II.  p.  48* 

La  this 


148        ANCIENT    POEMS. 

this  writer  it  fliould  fccm  that  "  tobacco,  wine,  and 
**  beer  (h)^^^  were  in  thofe  days  the  iifnal  accommoda- 
tions in  the  theatre,  as  within  our  memory  at  Sadler's 

Wells. 

With  regard  to  the  Players  themfelvcs,  the  feveral 
companies  were  (as  hath  been  already  fhewn)  (c)  re- 
tainers, or  menial  fervaots  to  particular  noblemen  (d)^ 
who  proteded  them  in  the  exercife  of  their  profeffion : 

(h)  Soy  I  think,  we  may  infer  from  the  following  paiiage,  viz. 
**  Row  many  are  there,  who,  according  to  their  feferal  qualities, 
^  fpend  ad.  3d.  4d.  6d.  ixd.  18U.  2s.  and  fometimes  4s.  or  5s.  at  a 
"  play-houfe,  day  by  day,  if  coach-hire,  boat- hire,  tobacco,  wine, 
"  beere,  and  fuch  like  vaine  cxpences,  which  playes  doe  ufually 
i<  occafion,  be  caft  into  the  reckoning  ?"  Prynne's  Hiftriom.  p.  322. 

But  that  Tobacco  was  fmoaked  in  the  playhoufes,  appears  from 
Taylor  the  Water-poet,  in  his  Proclamation  for  Tobacco's  Propaga- 
tion. '*  Let  Play-houses,  drinking-fchools,  taverns,  Sccbecon- 
**  tinually  liaunted  with  the  cuntarainous  vapours  of  it;  nay  (if  it 
'<  be  polTihle)  bring  it  into  the  Churches,  and  there  choak  up 
<'  their  preachers."  (Works,  p*  2  53*)  And  this  was  really  the  cafe 
at  Cambridge:  James  1.  fent  a  letter  in  1607,  againft  ^  taking To« 
"  bacco'*  in  St.  Mary's.    So  I  learn  from  my  friend  Dr.  Farmki. 

A  gentleman  has  informed  me,  that  once  going  into  a  church  in 
Holland,  he  faw  the  male  part  of  the  audience  fitting  with  their 
hats  on,  fmoking  tobacco,  while  the  preacher  was  holding  forth  in 
his  morning-gown. 

(c)  See  the  extradb  above,  in  p.  1 36,  from  the  E.  of  Northumb. 
Houfhold  Book. 

(d)  Sec  the  Pref.  to  Dodflcy's  Old  Plays. The  author  of  an 

old  InveAive  againft  the  Stage,  called,  A  third  Blaft  of  Retrait  from 
Plaies,  &c.  1580,  i2mo.  fays,  ^  Alas  I  that  private  afie6lion  Ihould 
^'  fo  raigne  in  the  nobilitie,  that  to  pleafure  their  fervants,  and  to 
**  upholde  them  in  their  vanitye,  they  ihould  reftraine  the  magiflrates 
*^  from  executing  their  office ! . . .  They  [the  nobility]  are  thought  to 
"  be  covetous  by  perroittipg  their  fervants ...  to  lire  at  the  devotioa 
**  or  almesof  other  men,  palling  from  countrie  to  countrie,  from  one 
''  gentleman's  houfe  to  another,  ttflfering  their  fervice,  which  is  a 
**  kind  of  beggerie.  Who  indeede,  to  fpeake  more  trnlie,  are  be- 
**  come  beggers  for  their  fervants.  For  comonlie  the  good- wil  ,men 
<<  beare  to  their  Lordes,  makes  them  draw  the  ilringes  of  their  purfes 
**  to  extend  theic  libenUitie."    Vid.  pag.  75,  76,  &c. 

and 


ANCIENT    POEMS.        I49 

and  many  of  them  were  occaHonally  Strollers,  that  tra- 
velled from  one  gentleman's  hoiife  to  another.  Yet  fo 
much  were  they  encouraged,  that,  notwithftanding 
their  multitude,  fome  of  them  acquired  large  fortunes. 
Edward  Allen,  mafter  of  the  playhoufe  called  the 
Globe,  who  founded  Dulwich  college,  is  a  known  in- 
flance.  And  an  old  writer  fpeaks  of  the  very  inferior 
actors,  whom  he  calls  the  Hirelings,  as  living  in  a  de- 
gree of  fplendor,  which  was  thought  enormous  in  that 
frugal  age  (e). 


(e)  Stephen  Goffon,  in  his  Schooleof  Abafe,  1579^  izmo.  fo.  2;^, 
fays  thus  of  what  he  terms  in  his  margin  Players-men  :  ^*  Over 
**  lalhing  in  apparel  is  fo  common  a  faulty  that  the  very  hyerlings 
<'  of  fome  of  oar  Players,  which  (land  at  revirfion  of  vi  s.  by  the 
*'  week,  jet  under  gentlemens  nofes  in  Cutis  of  filke,  exercifmg  them- 
*'  felves  to  prating  on  the  ftage,  and  common  fcoffing  when  they 
**  come  abroUe,  where  Uiey  look  aikance  over  the  ihaulder  at  every 
**  man,  of  whom  the  S  u  n  d  a  y  before  they  begged  an  almes.  I  fpeake 
^<  not  this,  as  though  everye  one  that  profelTeth  the  qualitie  fo  abufed 
**  himfelfe,  for  it  is  well  knoweo,  that  fome  of  them  are  foberi 
''  difcreete,  properly  learned,  honeft  houlholders  and  citizens,  well- 
**  thought  on  among  their  neighbours  at  home."  [he  feems  to  mean 
Edw.  Allen  above-meiftioned]  "  though  theprydeof  their  (ha- 
'*  dowes  (I  meane  thofe  hangbyes,  whom  they  fuccour  with  ilipend) 
"  caufe  them  to  be  fome  what  il-talked  of  abroad." 

In  afubfequent  period  we  have  the  following  fatirical  fling  at  the 
Ihewy  exteribr,  and  fuppofed  profits  of  the  actors  of  that  time.^* 
Vid.  Greene's  Groatfworth of  Wit,  1625,  410.  "  What  isyour 
"  profeflion  ?"—«<  Truly,  Sir,  . . .  I  am  a  Pl  ay  er  ,"  "A  Prayer  ? 
** .  .  .  I  took,  you  rather  for  a  Gentleman  of  great  living;  for,  if 
**  by  outward  Habit  men  fhould  be  cenfured,  I  tell  you,  you  would 
*'  be  taken  for  a  fubftantial  man."  **  So  I  am  where  I  dwell  .... 
*'  What,  thougfi  the  world  once  went  hard  wiih  me,  when  I  was 
<*  fayne  to  carry  my  playing-fardle  a  foot-backe :  Tempora  mutantur 
**....  for  my  very  (hnre  in  playing  apparrcU  will  not  be  fold  for 
**  TWO  HUNDREiJ  pounds  , . ,,  Nay  more,  I  can  ferve  to  make  a 
<*  pretty  fpeech,  for  I  was  a  country  Author,  p.^ng  at  a  MomaL, 
"  «;c."    Sec  Roberto's  Tale,  fign.  D.  3.  b. 
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At  the  fame  time  the  ancient  Prices  of  admiffion 
were  often  very  low.  Some  houfes  had  penny-benches  (/j. 
The  *'  two-penny  gallei^'!  is  mentioned  in  the  pro- 
logue to  Beaumont  and  Fletcher's  Woman-Hater  (^^J. 
And  feats  of  three-pence  and  a  groat  feem  to  be  in- 
tended in  the  paflage  of  Frynne  above  referred  to. 
Yet  different  houfes  varied  in  their  prices:  That  play- 
houfe  called  the  Hope  had  feus  of  (ivt^  feveral  rates 
from  fix-pence  to  half-a-crovvR  (/i).  But  a  fliilling  feems 
to  have  been  the  ufual  price  (i)  of  what  is  now  called 
the  Pit,  which  probably  had  its  name  from  one  of  the 
playhoufes  having  been  a  Cock-pit  (^). 

* 

ffj  So  a  MS.  of  Oldys,  from  Tom  Na(h,  an  old  pamphlet-writer.  ^ 
And  this  is  coiifirmtd  by  Taylor  the  Waler-iwct,  in  his  Praife  of  * 
Beg&crie,  p  99. 

"  Yet  have  I  fecn  a  beggcr  with  his  many,  [fc.  vermin] 
•<  Come  at  a  Play-houfe,  all  in  for  one  penny." 

fgj  So  in  the  Belman's  Night-Walks  by  Decker,  16^6,  410. 
**  Pay  thy  tw(vpknck  to  a  Player,  in  this  gallery  thou  mayeft  iic 
«*  by  a  harlot." 

fbj  Indudl.  to  Ben.  Jonfon's  Bartholomew-fair.    An  ancient  fa- 

tirical  piece,  called,  "The  Blacke  Book,  Lond.  1604,  410."  talks 

'  of  "  The  Six-Pknny  Roomes  in  Playhoufes  j"  and  leaves  a  legacy 

to  one  whom  he  calls  '<  Arch-tobacco  taker  of  Eogland,^  in  ordiiia- 

**  Ties,  upon  stages  both  common  and  private." 

(fj  Shakefp.  Prol.  to  Hen.  viij.— Beaura.  and  Fletch.  Prol.  to 
the  Captaiu,  and  to  the  Mad-lo\  ei-. 

(kj  This  etymology  haih  been  objeaed  to  by  a  very  ingenious 
writer  (fee  Malone's  Shakefp.  Vol.  1.  P.  II.  p.  59.),  who  thinks 
it  queftionable,  bccsufc,  in  St.  Mary's  church  at  Cambridge,  the 
area  that  is  imJer  the  pulpit,  and  fiirroundcd  by  the  galleries,  is 
(ftow)  called  the  Pit  ;  which,  he  favs,  no  one  can  fuifpedl  to  have 
been  a  Cock-pit,  or  that  a  playhoufe  phrife  could  be  appficd  to  a 
church.— But  VI  hoevtr  is  acquainted  with  the  licentioufnefs  of  boys, 
will  not  think  it  impolTible  that  they  Ihould  thus  apply  a  name  fo 
peculiarly  expr«flive  of  its  fituation  :' which  from  frequent  ufe 
might  at  length  prevail  among  ^he  fenior  members  of  the  Un-vtr- 
fuy  J  efj  ccially  when  thofe  young  men  became  fcnior<!  themfelvcs. 
The  name  of  Pit,  fo  applied  at  Cambridge,  muit  be  deemed  to 
have  been  a  cant  phrafe,  until  it  can  be  (hewn  that  the  area  in  other 
phturchts  was  ufuaJly  fo  called. 

The 
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The  day  originally  fet  apart  for  theatrical  exhibition 
appears  to  have  been  Sunday ;  probably  becaufe  the 
firft  dramatic  pieces  were  of  a  religious  cail.  During  a 
great  part  of  Queen  Elizabeth's  reign,  the  playhoufes 
were  only  iicenfed  to  be  opened  on  that  day  (I) :  But 
before  the  end  of  her  reign,  or  foon  after,  this  abnfe 
was  probably  removed. 

The  ufual  time  of  ading  was  early  in  the  afternoon 
(m)^  plays  being  generally  performed  by  day-light  (n). 
Ail  female  parts  were  performed  by  men,  no  Englifli 

(I)  So  Ste.  Goflba,  in  his  Schode  of  Abufe,  T579,  i2mo.  fpeak- 
ing  of  the  Players,  fays,  *<  Thefe,  becaufe  they  are  allowed  to  play 
*'  every  Suuday,  make  iiii.  or  v.  Sunday es  at  leaft  every  week,"  fol.' 
14.-— ~So  the  author  of  A  Second  and  Third  Blaft  of  Retrait  from 
Plaies,  15809  iimo.  ''Let  the  magiftrate  but  repel  them  from 
'*  the  libertie  of  plaeing  on  the  Sabboth-daie.  .  .  .  .■  To  plaie  on 
**  the  Sabboth  is  but  a  priviledge  of  fufferancej  and  might  with  eafc 
*'  be  repelled,  were  it  thoroughly  followed/'  pag.  6i»  62.  Soagaioy 
"  Is  not  the  Sabboth  of  al  other  daies  the  moft  abufed  ?  . . ;  VVhere* 
**  fore  abufe  not  fo  the  Sabboth-daie,  my  brethren ;  leave  not  the 

**  temple  of  the  Lord." "  Thofe  unfaverie  morfels  of  un- 

'<  feemelie  fentences  pafling  out  of  the  mouth  of  a  ruffenlie  plaier* 
**  doth  more  content  the  hungrie  humors  of  the  rude  multitude,  and 
**  carrieth  better  rellifh  in  their  mouthes,  than  the  bread  of  the 
**  Worde,  &c."  Vid  pag.  63,  65, 69,  &c.  I  do  not  recoUefl  that 
exclamations  of  this  kind  occur  in  Pry nne,  whence  1  conclude  that 
this  enormity  no  longer  fubfifted  in  this  time. 

It  ihonld  alfo  feem,  from  the  author  of  the  Third  Blaft  above- 
quoted,  that  the  Churches  ftill  continued  to  be  ufed  occafionally  for 
theatres.  Thus,  in  p.  77,  he  fays,  that  the  Players,  (who,  as  Hath 
been  obferved,  were  fervants  of  the  nobility)  '<  under  the  title  of 
"  their  mai(^ers,  or  as  reteiners,  are  priviledged  to  roave  abroad, 
**  and  permitted  to  publifh  their  mametree  in  everie  temple  of  God, 
'<  and  that  throughout  England,  unto  the  horrible  contempt  of 
«*  praicr." 

(m)  *'  He  entertaines  us  (fays  Overbury  in  his  chara^er  of  aa 
Adlor)  <<  in  the  belt  leaf  are  of  our  life,  that  is,  betweene  meales;  the 
**  moft  unfit  time  cither  for  ftudy,  or  bodily  exercife." — Even  fo 
late  as  in  the  reign  of  Cha.  IL  Plays  generally  began  at  3  in  the 
afternoon. 

(n)  See  fiiogr.  Brit.  L  117,  n.  D« 

L  4  a^lrefii 
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a^reft  being  erer  feen  on  the  public  flage  (o)  before  the 
civil  wart. 

Lafily,  with  regard  to  the  playhoufe  Furniture  and 
Ornaments,  a  writer  of  King  Charles  lid's  time  (j^)^ 
who  well  ren^.embered  the  preceding  age,  afTures  us, 
that  in  general  '*  they  had  no  other  icenes  nor  decora - 
*'  tions  of  the  ftage,  but  only  old  tapeflry,  and  the  ftage 
**  flrewed  with  niflies,  nith  habits  accordingly  ('^^.'* 

Yet  Cor}'ate  thought  our  theatrical  exhibitions,  &c. 
fplendid,  when  compared  with  what  he  faw  abroad: 
■bpeaking  of  the  Theatre  for  Comedies  at  Venice,  he 
fays,  **  The  houfe  is  very  beggarly  and  bafe  in  compa- 
**  rifon  of  our  flately  Playhoulcs  in  England  :  neyther 
*'  can  their  a6tors  compare  with  ours  for  Apparrell, 
>'  Shewes,  and  Muficke.  Here  I  obferved  certaine  things 

(o)  T  (ay  "  no  English  A^refs — on  the  Publit  Stage,"  bc- 
caufe  Piynne  fpeaks  of  it  as  an  uiiufual  enormity,  that  *'  they  had 
**  FrerKh-vvomen  adlors  in  a  pby  not  long  fiiice  perfonated  in  Black- 
"  friars  Playhoufe."  Tiiis  was  ia  1629,  vid.  p-  215.  And  tho*  fe- 
male paits  were  performed  by  men  or  boys  on  the  public  flagc,  yet 
in  Mafqiies  at  Court,  the  Qiieen  and  her  ladies  made  no  fcruple  to 
perform  the  piincipai  parts,  efpecially  in  the  reigns  of  James  L 
and  Charles  I. 

Sir  William  Davenant,  after  the  refloration,  introduced  Women, 
Scenery,  and  higher  Pi  ices.    See  Gibber's  Apology  fqr  his  own  Life. 

(f)  See  a  flioit  Difcouife  on  the  EngUIh  Stage,  fubjoined  to 
Flecknor's  *•  Love*s  Kingdom,"  1674.  i2mo. 

(q)  It  appears  from  an  Epigram  of  Taylor  the  Waler-poct,  that 
one  of  the  principal  Theatres  in  his  time,  viz.  The  Globe  on  the 
]Bankfu!e,  Southwark,  (w  hich  Ben  fonfon  calls  tht  Glory  of  the 
Bank,  and  Fort  of  the  uhole  parish,)  had  been  covered  with  Thatch 
till  it  was  burnt  down  in  1613.— (See  Taylor's  Sculler,  Epig.  22, 
p.  31.    Jonfon's  Execration  on  Vulcan.) 

Putteiiliam  tells  us  they  u'ed  Vizards  in  his  time,  "  partly  to 
"  fiipply  tlie  want  of  player?,  when  there  were  more  parts  than  there 
•'  were  p erfcns,  or  that  it  was  not  thought  meet  to  trouble  .... 
•*  princes  chambtrs  with  loo  many  folkes."  [Art  of  Eng.  Poef. 
1 5^9,  p.  26  ]  From  the  laft  claufe,  it  ihould  fcem  that  they  were 
chiefly  ufcd  in  the  Masc^uis  at  Court. 

«  that 
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**  that  I  never  faw  before :  For,  I  favv  Women  act,  a 
**  thing  that  I  never  faw  before,  though  I  have  heard 
"  that  it  hath  been  fometimes  ufed  in  London ;  and 
*'  they  performed  it  with  as  good  a  grace,  adion, 
*'  geilure,  and  whatfoerer  convenient  for  a  Player,  as 
"  ever  I  faw  any  mafculine  Adior  ^r^." 

It  ought  however  to  be  obferved,  that,  amid  fuch  a 
multitude  of  Piayhoufes  as  fubfifled  in  the  Metropolis 
before  the  Civil  Wars,  there  mud  have  been  a  great 
difference  between  their  fcveral  accommodations,  orna- 
ments, and  prices ;  and  that  fome  would  be  much 
more  fliewy  than  others,  though  probably  all  were 
much  inferior  in  fplendor  to  the  two  great  Theatres 
after  the  Reftoration. 

(r)  Coryate's  Crudities,  4to.  1611,  p.  247. 


5^  H he  preceding  Essay,  although  fome  rf  the  mate- 
rials  are  new  arranged^  hath  received  no  alteration  de/er*vmg 
notice,  from  what  it  was  in  the  2d  Edition,  1767,  except 
in  Se^ion  IF^*  'which  in  the  prefeht  imprefpon  hath  been 
much  enlarged, 

This  is  mentioned^  becavfe^  fince  it  was  firft  publijhed^ 
the  H^ory  of  the  EngJiJk  Stage  hath  been  copioufly  handled 
by  Afr.THO.  Warton  in  his  "  Hiftory  of  Engltjh  Poetry^ 
"1775,  Cst'c,*'  3  vols,  ^to,  (wherein  is  infer  ted  ivhatever 
in  thefe  Volumes  fell  in  with  hisfubje^)\  and  by  Edmond 
Ma  LONE,  Efq,  who,  in  his  "  Hijiorical  Account  of  the 
**  Englijh  Stage,''  (Shakefp.  FoL  1.  Part  11.  lygo.J  hatk 
added  greatly  to  our  kn<yivledge  of  the  Oeconomy  and  Ufages  if 
our  ancient  Theatres. 


THE    END    OF    THE    ESSAY- 


I.  ADAM 
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I. 

ADAM  BELL,    CLYM  OF  THE  CLOUGH, 
AND  WILLIAM  OF  CLOUDESLY, 

'—Jtaert  three  noted  outlirws^  nuhofejkill  in  archery  ren- 
dered them  formerly  as  famous  in  the  Nf^rth  of  England^  as 
JRobin  Hood  and  /its  fellows  were  in  the  midland  couniiesm 
T'heir  place  of  refdence  was  in'  theforefl  of  Englewood^  not 

far  from  Carlifle^  (called  corruptly  in  the  hal'ad  Englijh- 
woodj  whereas  Engle^    or  Ingle-iJi'ood,  fignifies   Wood  for 

Jiring^)  At  what  time  they  lived  dots  not  appear m  Uhe 
author  of  the  common  ballad  on  ^^  The  pedigree,  edu- 
**  CATION,  AND  MARRIAGE,  OF  Robin  Hood,*^ m^z/rx 
them  contemporary  with  Robin  Hoods  father^    in  order  to 

ptre  him  the  honour  of  beating  them  :  zfiz. 

The  father  ^  Robin  ^  Forejler  ijjas^ 

And  he  Jhot  in  a  htjiy  long-bru) 
T^wo  north-country  miles  and  an  inch  at  a  Jhot y 

As  the  Pindar  of  Wakefield  does  know  : 

For  he  brought  Adam  Bell^  and  Clim  of  the  Clough^ 

And  William  a  Clowdflee 
Tojhoot  with  our  Forefer  for  forty  mark ; 
And  our  Forefier  beat  them  all  three ^ 

'  Collet,  ^  Old  Ballads y   lyij,  i  vol,  p.  by. 

Thisfeems  to  prove  that  they  ivere  commonly  thought  to  ha've 
li'vei  before  the  popular  Hero  of  Sherwood, 

Our  northern  archers  wjere  not  unknvwn  to  their  fcuthern 
countrymen :  their  excellence  at  tht  long-bonu  is  often  alluded 
to  by  our  ancient  poets,  ShakefpearCy  in  his  comedy  of 
i^MuCH  adce  about  nothing^'"  A^i  i.  makes  Benedicke  con- 

firm 


A  N  C  I  E  N  T    P  O.  E  M  S.        155 

firm  his  refolves  of  mtyieUitig  ti  love^  hy  this  p^ofeftatim^ 
**  If  I  do^  hanv  me  in  a  bottle  like  a  cat  *,  and  jhoot  at  mCy 
'*  anl  he  that  hits  me^  let  him  he  clapt  on  the  JhoulJer^  and 
^'  called  Adam:**  meaning  Adam  Hell,  as  Throbald 
rightly  cbferves^  "xho  refers  to  one  or  tiuo  other  faj/ages  in 
cur  old  poets  wherein  he  is  mentioned*  The  Oxford  editor 
has  alfo  ivell  conjednred^  that  "  Abraham  Cupid^*  in  Ro- 
meo and  Juliet^  A.  i/fc.  i.  Jliould  be  *'  Adam  Cupid^** 
in  allufon  to  our  archer,  Ben  Jonfon  has  mehticned  Cl  Y  M 
o'  THE  Ci-OUGH  in  his  Alchemift^  Ad  i*fc»  2.  And 
Sir  fflillam  Davenanfy  in  a  mock  poem  of  his  ^  called '^  The 
"  long  vacation  in  London^**  defcribes  the  Attorneys  and 
Fro^orSy  as  making  matches  to  meet  in  Firfhury  f.elds, 

"  With  loynes  in  canvas  boiv-cafe  tyde  \: 
*'  UHiere arronjoes flick  ivith  mickh pride',  #  .  .  . 
"  Like ghofis  of  Adam  Bell  and  i.  lymme. 
**  Sol feti  far  fear  they  I  Jhoot  at  him^ 

Works,   loy^^fol  p.  zgi. 

I  have  only  to  add  further  concerning  the  principal  Hcr$ 
of  this  Balfady  that  the  BiiLLS  nvere  noted  rogues  in  tht 
North  fo  late  as  the  time  of  S^^  Eli%abeth,  See  in  Rymer's 
Fredera,  a  letter  from  lord  William  Hovjard  tofome  of  the 
officers  of  ftate^  wherein  he  mentions  them, 

Asforthefillvwingftanxas^  which  will  be  judged  from 
the  ftyle^  orthography^  and  numbers^  to  be  of  confiderahU 
antiquity^  they 'toere  here  given  (corrtded  in  fame  places  by 
a  MS,  copy  in  the  Editor*  s  old  folio)  from  a  black-letter  4/tf, 

Smprinteii  at  Hontion  in  ^SUt^hvitit  It  ^^I^asi  €  oplaitd 

(710  date),  ^i:at  old  (juario  edition  jeems  to  t>e  exadlyfol» 
hived  in  "  Pieces  of  Ancient  Fopular  Poetry ,  iBc,  Lond, 
'*  1791,*'  8t'<?.  the  'variations  from  which^  that  occur  in 
the  following  copy,  are  feleSled  from  many  others  in  the  folio 

♦  Bt^tthi  formerly  tvere  of  leather  5  though  perhaps  a  luooden  bottle 

•ght  be  here  meant.     It  is  fill  a  diverjion  in  Scotland  to  hang  up  a  eat 


in  afmall  cafk  or  frhin^  half  filled  luith  foot :  and  then  a  parcel  oj  cloiwm 
on  horfb^ck  try  to  beat  out  the  ends  cf  it,  in  order  tojhtv^  their  dexteritj 
in  efcaptng  before  the  contents  fall  upon  them. 

+  1.  e.  Each  ivith  a  caftvax  ho^u  eafe  tied  round  his  loins, 

MS, 
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JMS,  ahdve-mentioned^  and  when  difiinguyhed  hy  the  ufual 
mverted  '  comma^  have  been  qffified  hy  conjeSure. 

In  the  fame  MS,  this  Ballad  is/olHwed  hy  another^  inti' 
tied  Yov KG E  Clojtdeslee,  being  a  continuatioM  if  the 
frefentfioiy^  and  reciting  the  adventures  of  William  of  Clou- 
defly^s  fon :  but  greatly  inferior  to  this  both  in  merit  and 
antiquity. 


Part  the  First. 

MERY  it  was  in  the  greae  foreft 
Amonge  the  leves  grene, 
Wheras  men  hunt  eaft  and  well 
Wyth  bowes  and  arrowes  kene ; 

To  raxfe  the  dere  out  of  theyr  denne ;  5 

Suche  (ightes  hath  ofte  bene  fene; 
As  by  thre  yemen  of  the  north  countrey, 

By  them  it  is  I  meane. 

The  one  of  them  hight  Adam  Bel, 

The  other  Clym  of  the  Clough  *,  10 

The  thyrd  was  William  of  Cloudefly, 

An  archer  good  ynough. 

They  were  outlawed  for  venyfon, 

Thefe  yemen  everychone ; 
They  fwore  them  brethren  upon  a  day,  1^ 

To  EnglyQic  wood  for  to  gone. 

•  Clym  of  the  Clough,  mam  Qm.  IC/ematt'}  of  the  a/f: /orjk 
Chugb  fgniJUi  in  the  North, 

Now 
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J 

Now  lith  and  lyUen,  gentylmen, 

That  of  myrthes  loveth  to  here  : 
Two  of  them  were  iingle  men. 

The  third  had  a  wedded  fere.  20 

Wyllyam  was  the  wedded  man, 

Muche  more  then  was  hys  care : 
He  fayde  to  hys  brethren  upon  a  day^ 

To  Carleile  he  would  fare ; 

For  to  fpeke  with  fayre  Alyce  his  wife,  jj 

And  with  hys  chyldren  thre. 
By  my  trouth,  fayde  Adam  Bel, 

Not  by  the  counfell  of  me : 

For  if  ye  go  to  Carlile,  brother. 

And  from  thys  wylde  wode  wendei  ^ 

If  that  the  juilice  may  you  take, 

Your  lyfe  were  at  an  ende* 

If  that  I  come  not  to-morowe,  brother, 

By  pryme  to  you  agayne, 
Trufte  you  then  that  I  am  *  taken,*  jj 

Or  elfe  that  I  am  flayne* 

He  toke  hys  leave  of  hys  brethren  two. 

And  to  Carlile  he  is  gon : 
There  he  knocked  at  his  owne  windowe 

Shortlye  and  anonet  40 

Ver.  24.  Caerlcl,  in  PC  fojff^,        F,  $S'  take.  PC.  (ane,  MS. 

Wber 
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'   Whcr  be  you,  fayrc  Alycie,  he  fayd, 
My  wife  and  chyldren  three  ? 
Lyghtly  let  in  thyne  owne  hufbande^ 
Wyllyam  of  Cloudeflee, 

Alasl  then  fayde  fayre  Aiyce,  45 

And  fyghed  wonderoiis  fore, 
Tbys  place  hath  ben  befette  for  you 

Thys  halfe  a  yere  and  more. 

Now  ana  I  here,  fayde  CloudefleCi 

I  would  that  in  I  were.  59 

Now  fetche  us  meate  and  dry  nice  ynoughe. 

And  let  us  make  good  chere. 

She  fetched  h>  m  meatc  and  drynke  plentye, 

Lyke  a  true  wedded  wyfe; 
And  pleafed  hym  with  that  ftie  had,         '  55 

Whome  fiie  loved  as  her  lyfe. 

There  lay  an  old  wyfe  in  that  place, 

A  lytle  befyde  the  fyre, 
Whych  Wyllyam  had  found  of  charytyc 

More  than  feven  yere.  60 

Up  fhe  rofc,  and  forth  fliee  goes, 

Evil  I  mote  fliee  fpeede  therfore ; 

For  fliee  had  lett  no  foote  on  ground 

In  fevcn  yere  before. 

a  She 
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She  WQ3t  unto  the  jufticc  hall^  -      6j 

As  fad  as  (he  could  hye : 
Thys  night,  fliee  fayd^  is  come  to  town 

Wyllyam  of  Cloudcflyc. 

• 

Thereof  the  juflice  was  full  fayne, 

And  fo  was  the  fliirife  alfo  :  j^ 

Thou  (lialt  not  trauaile  hither,  dame,  for  nought^ 

Thy  meed  thou  flialt  have  ere  thou  go» 

They  gave  to  her  a  ryght  good  goune, 

Of  fcariatc,  *  and  of  graine': 
She  toke  the  gyft,  and  hopie  flie  wente,  75 

And  couched  her  doune  agf^yne* 

They  ra)  fed  the  towne  of  mery  Carlcils 

In  all  the  hafte  they  can  ; 
And  came  thronging  to  Wyllyames  houfe, 

As  fa  ft  as  they  might  gone«  2q 

There  they  befette  that  good  yeman 

Round  about  on  every  fyde : 
Wyllyam  hearde  great  noyfe  of  folkes, 

That  thither-ward  fad  hyed. 

Alyce  opened  a  backe  u yridoue,  $5 

And  loked  all  aboute, 
She  was  ware  of  the  juftice  and  fliirife  botlie, 

Wyth  a  full  great  route. ' 

Ftr,  85.>  MS,  ftiop  window.  ^Cf 

A'as  I 
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Alas !  treafon,  cryed  Alyoe, . 

Ever  wo  may  thou  be !  90 

Goe  into  my  chamber,  my  hu(band|  flic  fayd, 

Swetc  Wyllyam  of  Cloudcfleet 

He  tolce  hys  fweard  and  hys  bucler, 

Hys  bow  and  hys  chyldren  thre, 
And  wente  into  hys  ftrongefl  chamber,  9$ 

Where  he  thought  fureft  to  be. 

Fayrc  Alycc,  like  a  lover  true, 

Took  a  poll  axe  in  her  hande : 
Said,  He  fhall  dye  that  cometh  in 

Thys  dore,  whyle  I- may  Itand.  100 

Cloudeflee  bente  a  right  good  bowe, 

That  was  of  a  trufly  tre. 
He  fmot  the  jufUfe  on  the  brell, 

That  hys  arowe  buril  in  three. 

^  A'  curfe  on  his  harte,  faide  WiUiam,  165 

Thys  day  thy  cote  dyd  on ! 
If  it  had  ben  no  better  then  myne. 

It  had  gone  nere  thy  bone* 

Yelde  the  CloudeflJ,  fayd  tbc  juftifc, 

And  thy  bowe  and  thy  arrowes  the  fro.  i  jo 

*  A'  curfe  on  hys  hart,  fayd  fair  Alyce, 

That  my  hulband  councdletb  fo. 
S  Set 
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Set  fyre  on  the  houfe^  faide  the  fhjBiife^ 

Syth  it  wyll  no  better  be, 
And  brenne  we  therin  William,  he  feide,  115 

Hys  wyfc  and  chyldrcn  thrc« 

They  fyred  the  houfe  in  many  a  place,  * 

The  fyre  flew  up  on  hye  5 
Alas  !  then  cryed  fayre  Alice, 

I  fe  we  here  ihall  dye.  X20 

William  openyd  a  backe  wyndow, 

That  was  .in  hys  chamber  hie. 
And  there  with  Iheetes  he  did  let  downe 

His  wyfe  and  children  three. 

Have  you  here  my  treafgre,  fayde  William,       1^5 

My  wyfe  and  my  chyldrcn  thre : 
For  Chrifles  love  do  them  no  harme, 

But  wreke  you  all  on  me. 

*  « 

Wyllyam  fliot  fo  wonderous  wcH, 

Tyll  hys  ^rowe«  were  all  agoe,  i^q 

And  the  fyre  fo  fail  upon  hym  fell. 

That  hys  bowflryng  brent  in  two. 

The  fparkles  brent  and  fell  upon 
Good  Wyllyam  of  Cloudefle  : 
.Than  was  he  a  wofull  man,  and  fayde,  135 

Thys  is  a  cowardes  death  to  me. 
yotth  M  V  Leever 


l6s        ANCIENT    POEMS- 

Lcever  had  I,  fayde  WyUyam, 
With  my  fworde  in  the  route  to  renne. 

Then  here  among  myne  enemyei  wode 
Thus  cruelly  to  bren.  149 

He  toke  hyi  fweard  and  hys  buckler. 

And  among  them  all  he  ran, 
Where  the  people  were  moft  in  prece* 

He  fmoc  downe  ms^ny  a  man. 

There  myght  no  man  abyde  hys  flroakes,         X4{ 

So  ferfly  on  them  he  ran  2 
Then  they  threw  wyndowes,  and  dores  on  him, 

Aud  fo  toke  that  good  yemaii. 

There  they  hym  bounde  both  hand  and  fote, 
And  in  a  deepe  dungeon  him  cad :  15* 

Now  Cloudefle,  fayd  the  jufticc, 
Thou  ihalt  be  hanged  in  haft. 

'  A  payre  of  new  gallowes,  fayd  the  fherife, 

Now  fhal  I  for  thee  make  ;* 
And  the  gates  of  Carleil  fhal  be  fiiutte:  ijj 

No  man  fiial  come  in  therat. 

Then  ihall  not  heipe  Clym  of  the  Cloughe, 

Nor  yet  (hall  Adam  Bell, 
Though  they  came  with  a  thoufand  mo. 

Nor  all  the  devels  in  hell.  16m 

Ter,  151.  Si€  MS.  hjrc  Jaftice.  PC 

^r.  153,  4.  are  tontraaed/rm  Ue/o/.  MS,  mgd  PC* 

4  Earl/ 
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Early  in  the  moroynge  the  juftice  upixxiei 

To  the  gates  firH  can  he  gone. 
And  comfnaunded  to  be  (hut  full  clofe 

Ltghtiie  everychone* 

Then  went  be  to  the  markett  place,  i6r 

As  fail  as  he  coulde  hye ; 
There  a  payre  of  new  gallowes  he  fet  up 

Bef}  de  the  pylkuyc ' 

A  lytic  boy  *  among  them  afted/ 

What  meaned  that  gallow*tie  f  zjq 

They  fayde  to  hange  a  good  yemin, 

Called  Wyllyam  of  Cloudelte. 

That  lytle  boye  was  the  towne  fwyne-heard. 

And  kept  fayrc  Alyces  fwync  1     ' 
Oft  lie  had  feene  William  in  the  wodcfe,  x;^ 

Aad  geucn  hym  there  to  dyne« 

He  went  out  att  a  crevis  of  the  wall. 
And  lightly  to  the  woode  dyd  gone ; 

There  met  he  with  thefe  wightye  yen|^ 
Sftortly  and  anonc.  if^ 

Alas !  then  fayde  the  l3rtle  boye. 

Ye  taiy  here  all  too  longe ; 
Cloudeflee  is  tdken,  and  dampncd  to  death. 

And  readye  for  to  hooge* 

/ir,  179.  yoag^mni.  ?a 

M*  Alas! 
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Alas!  then  layd  good  Adam  Bell,  i8{ 

That  ever  we  faw  thys  daye  f 
He  had  better  have  tarryed  with  US| 

So  ofte  as  we  dyd  bym  praye«  ' 


t 


* 


o:i 


He  myght  have  dwelt  in  grene  forefte. 

Under  the  fliadowes  greene,  190 

And  have  kepte  both  hym  and  us  att  refie, 
Oot  of  all  trouble  and  teene. 

.  Adam  bent  a  lyght  good  bow, 

A  great  hart  ibne  hee  bad  flayoe  t 
Take  that,  cbylde,  he  fayde^  to  thy  dynner,     igg 
And  bryng  me  myne  arrowe  agayne. 

*  * 

Now  go  we  hence,  iayed  thefe  wightye  yeomen, 

TapV- wc  nolonger  here ; 
We  (hall  hym  borowe  by  God  his  grace, : 

Though  we  buy  itt  fiill  dere.  aoo 


To  Caerleil  wente  thef&  bold  yemen, 

AUfria  mornyng  of  mayt. 
Here  is  a  fyt  *  of  Cloudeflye, 


And  another  is  for  to  faye. 


r^r,  190.  Jic  MS.  Ihadowtps  ihceiie,:  PC 

Ver.  i^>  ipliy  jspt^cn,  JfSl,  jjc^t  yopg^tfi^,  fid. 
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Pakt  the  Second. 

AND  when  they  came  to  mciy  Carleilc, 
All  in  *  the*  roofnyng  tydc, 
They  founide  the  gates  fiiut  them  untyll 
About  on  every  fyde. 

Alas !  then  fayd  good  Adam  Bell,  5 

That  ever  we  were  made  men ! 
Thefe  gates  be  (hut  fe  wonderous  b^f 

We  may  not  come  therein. 

Then  befpake  him  Clym  of  the  Clough, 
Wyth  a  wyle  we  wyl  us  in  bryng ;  10 

Let  us  faye  we  be  mefTengerst 
Streyght  come  nowe  from  our  king. 

Adam  faid,  I  have  a  letter  written/ 

Now  let  us  wyfely  werke, 
We  wyl  faye  we  have  the  kyng^  feale  ;  15 

I  biolde  the  porter  no  clerke. . 

Then  Adam  Bell  bete  on  the  gates 

With  flrokes  great  and  ftrongc : 
The  porter  marvelled,  who  was  therat. 

And  to  the  gates  he  thronge.  ^  20 

Who  ts  there  now,  fayde  the  porter, 
That  maketh  all  thys  knockinge  ? 

M  3  Wc 
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Wc  be  tow  meiTengen,  quoth  Clim  of  the  Clough, 
Be  come  ryght  from  our  kjng. 

We  have  a  letter,  fayd  Adam  Bel,  .  2$ 

To  the  juftice  we  muft  itt  bryog  ; 
Let  us  in  our  meflage  to  do, 

That  we  were  agayne  to  the  kyng. 

Here  commeth  none  in,  fayd  the  porter. 
By  hym  that  dyed  on  a  tre,  30 

TyU  a  falfe  thefe  be  hanged, 
CaUed  Wyllyam  of  Cloudeficr 

Then  (pake  the  good  yeman  Clym  of  the  Clough, 

And  fwore  by  Mary  fre. 
And  if  that  we  ftande  long  wythout,  35 

Lyke  a  thefe  hanged  Ihait  thou  be, 

Jjol  here  we  have  the  kynges  feale  t 

What,  Lurden,  aA  thou  wode  i 
The  porter  went  *  it  had  ben  fo» 

And  lyghtly  dyd  off  hys  hode*  ^o 

Welcome  is  my  lordes  feale,  he  faide ; 

For  that  ye  (hall  come  in. 
He  opened  the  gafe  full  (hortlye ; 

An  euyl  openyng  for  him* 

Wer»  ^S.  Lordeyne.  PC,  *  /.  e.  iveened,  thonghty  (wbick 

JmB  n  tie  reading  of  tbi folio  MS.^^^^—^UUais^  or  Rouen  iv««  taken  from 
the  Eftglijh  hyjtowing  the  gvuernoty  ^vbo  ewld  not  read^  a  letter  wt^ 
$ie  king$/ea/f  vfhieb  vmu  iil  ho  looked  ai» 

Kow 
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Now  are  we  in,  fayde  Adam  BeU,  4^ 

Whcrof  wc  arc  full  feinc  j 
Biit  Chrifl  he  knowes,  that  harowed  hcllf 

How  we  fhall  com  out  agayne* 

Had  we  the  Ireyi,  faid  Clim  of  the  Clough,    - 
Ryght  wel  then  ihoulde  we  fpede,  cm 

Then  might  we  come  out  wel  ynough 
When  we  fe  tyme  and  nede. 

They  called  the  porter  to  counfell. 

And  wrang  his  nccke  in  two. 
And  cade  hym  in  a  depe  dungeon,  tg 

And  toke  hys  keys  hym  fro^ 

Now  am  I  porter,  fayd  Adam  Bel, 

Se  brother  the  keys  are  here, 
The  worft  porter  to  merry  Carleile 

That  ♦  the'  had  thys  hundred  ycrct  60 

And  now  wyll  we  our  bowes  bend. 

Into  the  towne  wyll  we  go^ 
For  to  delyuer  our  dere  brother, 

That  lyeth  in  care  9nd  wo» 

« 

Then  they  bent  theyr  good  ewe  bowes,  .  6c 

And  loked  theyr  ilringes  were  round  *, 

*  So^chminhiM  Tcxopiilm givis  a  frectpti  "The  StrmgemuM 
**heroumUr  (p  l^^,  Ed,  ^n(,i.)  ^ber^ifi,  tw  may  conclud^  frim 
wtaAamtal  fnmiples^  tlk  Arrow  will  mtfy  true, 

M  4  Th« 
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The  markett  place  in  meiy  Carleiie 
They  befet  that  fiound. 

« 

And,  as  they  loked  them  befyde,^ 

A  paire  of  new  galowes  ^  they'  fee,  jm 

And  the  juiiice  with  a  queft  of  iquyerf » 

That  judged  William  hanged  to  bt^ 

And  Clouded^  l^y  redy  there  in  a  cart. 

Fail  bound  both  fote  and  hand ; 
And  a  flronge  rop  about  hys  necke,  j  j 

All  readye  for  to  hange. 

c 

The  juftice  called  to  him  a  ladde, 

Cloudeflees  clothes  hee  (liold  have. 
To  take  the  meafure  of  that  yeman, 

Therafter  to  make  hys  grave.   .  80 

I  have  fene  as  great  mervaile,  faid  Cloudefle, 

As  betweyne  thys  and  pryrae, 
He  that  maketh  a  grave  fof  mee, 

Hymfelfe  may  lye  therin. 

Thou  fpeakefl  proudlye,  laid,t]|iejuiiice»  8j 

I  will  thee  hange  with  my  hande. 
Full  wel  herd  this  his  brethren  tvipf 

There  fiyjl  ;is  they  dyd  flande. 

Then  Cldudrfle  caft  his  eyen  afyde, 
And  faw  hys  *  bi^ethren  twaine*  .  .  9a 

At 
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At  a  corner  of  the  market  place, 
Redy  the  juftice  for  to  i}aine^ 


I  fe  comfort,  iayd  Cioudeflr, 

Yet  hope  I  well  to  fere, 
If  I  qsight  have  my  haade»  at  H^yll  ,9$ 

Ryght  lytle  woide  I  care^  * 

Then  fpake  good  Adam  Bell 

To  Clym  of  the  Clough  fo  free, 
Brother,  fe  you  marke  the  juClyce  wtL  ; 

Lo!  yonder  yott.  may  him  fei  100 

And  at  the  (hyrife  fliote  I  wyll 

Strongly  wyth  an  arrowe  kene ; 
A  better  fhote  in  n^ery  Carjeile    . 

Thys  feven  yere  was.npit  feoe. 

They  loofed  their  arrowea  both  at  once,  10$ 

Of  no  man  had  they  dread ; 
The  one  hyt  the  juftice,  the  oclier  the  iheryfc| 

That  both  theyr  ildes  gan  blede. 

All  men  voyded,  that  tfaem  ilode  nye, 
When  the  juflice  fell  to  the  grounde,  n% 

And  the  /heitfe  nye  hym  by ;  ' 
Eyther  had  his  death^s  wounde* 

yir.  105.  lowfcd  thre.  PC.  Vtr,  lo?.  caa  bled.  A^SL 
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All  the  citezens  fafi  gan  flye. 

They  durft  no  longer  abyde: 
There  lyghtly  they  lofed  Cloudeflcc,  t  ij 

Where  he  with  ropes  lay  tyde. 

Wyllyam  fiart  to  an  officer  of  the  towne, 
Hys  axe  *  from*  hys  hand  he  wronge. 

On  eche  fyde  he  fmote  them  downei 
Hce  thou^t  he  taryed  to  long.  izm 

Wyllyam  fayde  to  hys  brethren  two^ 

Thys  daye  let  us  lyve  and  die, 
If  ever  you  have  nede,  as  1  have  now, 

The  fame  (hall  you  finde  by  me. 

They  (hot  fo  well  in  that  tyde,  12% 

Thcyr  fringes  were  of  filke  ful  fure, 
That  they  kept  the  ftretes  on  every  fide  j 
'      That  batayle  did  long  endure. 

They  fought  together  as  brethren  true, 

Lyke  hardy  men  and  bolde,  f  j% 

"Mzny  a  man  to  the  ground  they  threw^ 
.    And  many  a  herte  made  colde. 


c .  I 


t  » 


But  when  their  arrowes  were  all  gon. 

Men  preced  to  them  full  faft, 
They  drew  theyr  fwordcs  then  anonCi  135 

And  theyr  bowes  from  them  cad. 

They 
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They  went  lyghtlyc  on  thcyr  way, 

Wyth  fwordes  and  buclers  round  $ 
By  that  it  was  mydd  of  the  day, 

They  made  many  a  wound*  i^» 

There  wag  an  ^ut-home  *  in  Cstrleil  blowcn,  ' 
And  the  belles  backward  dyd  ryng. 

Many  a  wom^n  fayde,  Alas ! 

And  many  theyr  handes  dyd  wryng. 

The  mayre  of  Caiieile  forth  com  was,  14J 

Wyth  hym  a  ful  great  route : 
Thefe  yemen  dred  hym  full  fore, 

Of  theyr  lyvcs  they  ilode  in  great  doute. 

The  mayre  came  armed  a  full  great  pice. 

With  a  pollaxe  in  hys  hande ; .  ijo 

Many  a  ilrong  man  wyth  him  was. 
There  in  that  ilowre  to  tlande* 

The  mayre  fmot  at  Cloudeilee  with  his  bil, 

Hys  bucler  he  braft  in  two, 
Full  many  a  ycman  with  great  evyll/  ir# 

Alas  !  Trcafon  they  ciyed  for  wo. 
JCcpe  well  the  gates  faft,  they  bad. 

That  thefe  traytours  tberout  not  go. 

*  Outhome,  is  an  M  ttrm  fignifying  the  calling  forth  of  juhjeBt  f 
0rms  by  the  found  tf  a  horn,     Sfi  CoU't  LaU  Di&,  BuiUy,  tsfe. 
fV,  148.  For  of. -W^ 

Bat 
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Bnt  al  for  nought  was  that  diey  wroirght^ 

For  §o  fafk  thej  downe  were  layde»  160 

Tyll  thej  all  thre,  that  ib  manfdlli  fought^ 
Were  gotten  without,  abraide. 

HaTe  here  your  ktjSy  fayd  Adam  Belt 

l^yne  office  I  here  ibriake^ 
And  yf  you  do  by  my  counfell  16$ 

A  new  porter  do  ye  maka 

Be  threw  theyr  keys  at  theyr  heads. 

And  bad  them  well  to  thryve  *, 
And  ail  that  letteth  any  good  yeman 

To  come  and  comfort  his  wyfe*  170 

Thns.be  tbeie  good  yeman  gon  to  the  wod. 

As  lyghtly^  as  lefe  on  lynde ; 
The  loiigh  and  be  mery  in  theyr  mode, 

Theyr  enemyet  were  ferr  behynd* 

When  they  came  to  Eng1y(he  wode,  ij^ 

Under  the  trufiy  tre. 
There  they  found  bowes  full  good. 

And  arrowes  full  great  plentye* 

So  God. me  help,  fayd  Adam  Bell,  ^ 

And  Clym  of  the  Clough  fo  fre,  180 


*  71ms  hffolen  iromeally,  • 

Vtr,  175,  merry  greeo  wood.  MS, 
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I  would  W€  were  in  mery  CarleilC)  v 

Before  that  fayre  ineynye. 

They  fet  them  downe,  and  made  good  chcit^ 

And  eate  and  dranke  full  well. 
A  fecond  fyt  of  the  wightye  yeooiea;^  |S{ 

Another  I  wyll  you  telL 


Part   the  Thiild^ 

AS  they  fat  in  Englyfhe  wood. 
Under  the  green-wode  <re, 
They  thought  they  herd  a  woman  wep^ 
But  her  they  mought  not  ie« ' 

Sore  then  fyghed  the  fayre  Alycc :  j 

*  That  ever  I  fawe  thys  day !' 
For  nowe  is  my  dere  hufband  ilayne ; 

Alas !  and  wel-a-way  i 

Myght  I  have  fpoken  wyth  hys  dere  bucthren. 
Or  with  eyther  of  them  twaynr^  la 

To  (how  them  what  him  befell, 
My  hart  were  out  of  payne.  *  v 

Cloudede  walked  a  lytle  be£de> 
He  looked  under  the  grene  wood  Ijnde!| 

He  was  ware  of  his  wife,  and  chyldren  three^    i{ 
Full  wo  in  harte  and  mynde. 

Ver.  1%^.  fee  Fart  /,  veKi^ji 

6  Weloomei 
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Welcome,  wi'yfe,  then  fayde  WyHyaooi 

Under  *  this' trnftitre: 
I  had  wende  yefterday,  by  fwete  faynt  Joho^ 

Thou  iholdefl  me  never  *  have*  fu 

••  Now  well  it  roc  that  ye  be  here,^ 

lAj  harte  is  out  of  wo/' 
Dame,  he  fayde,  be  mery  and  glad^ 

And  thauke  my  brethren  two» 

Herof  to  fpeake,  faid  Adam  Bell*  s  j 

I-wis  it  h  no  bote : 
The  meate,  that  we  rnnft  fupp  withally 

It  runneth  yet  faft  on  ibte. 

Then  went  they  downe  into  a  laundCf 

Thefe  noble  archares  all  thre ;  ^9r 

Eche  of  them  flew  a  hart  of  greece. 
The  heft  that  they  cold  fe. 

Have  here  the  beft,  AIyce»  my  wyfe^ 

Sayde  Wyllyam  of  Cloudeflye  ; 
By  caufe  ye  fo  bouldly  ftode  by  me  jg 

When  I  was  flayne  fiiU  nye. 

Then  went  they  to  fuppire 

Wyth  fuche  meate  as  they  had ; 
And  thanked  God  of  ther  fortune  t 

They  were  both  mery  and  glad.  40 


fit.  zo.mfu  M  {t.TC.  MdJMS* 
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And  when  they  htd  fupped  well, 

Cert«}iie  withouteo  leafe, 
Cloudefl^  fayd.  We  wyll  to  our  kyng^ 

To  ge^  U8  a.  charter  of  peace. 

Alyce  fhal  be  at  our  fojoumyng  4{ 

In  a  nunnery  here  befyde ; 
My  tow  fonnet  (hall  wyth  her  go. 

And  there  they  ihall  abyde. 

Myne  eldeft  fon  ihall  go  wyth  me ; 

For  Ifym  have  *  you'  no  care  :  ^9 

And  he  (hall  bring  you  worde  agayn. 

How  that  we  do  hrc. 

■ 

Thus  be  thefe  yemen  to  London  gone^. 

As  fi^  as  they  myght  <  he*  ^, 
Tyll  they  came  to  the  kynges  paliice^  j$ 

Where  they  woulde  hedes  be. 

And  whan  they  came  to  the  kynges  courtCy 

Unto  the  patlace  gate. 
Of  no  man  wold  they  aflce  no  leav^ 

.But  boldly  wen{  in  therat.  6^ 

They  preced  preftly  into  the  hall,  '    ^ 

Of  no  man  had  they  dreade : 
The  porter  came  after,  and  dyd  them  cdl. 

And  with  them  began  to  chyde. 

< 

fsr.  50.  hav*  I  mo  care.  PC  *  /.  e,  hk,  h^jUiu 

The 
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The  uftier  fayde,  Yemen,  what  vrMjt  have?    65 

I  pray  you  tell  to  me  s 
You  myght  thu6  make  offycers  fhent : 

Good  fyrs,  of  whence  be  ye  ? 

Syr,  we  be  onf-lawes  of  the  foreft 

Certayne  withoutcn  leafe ;  7<^ 

And  hether  we  be  come  to  the  kyng, 

To  get  us  a  charter  of  peace. 

And  whan  they  came  before  the  kyn^. 
As  it  was  the  lawe  of  the  Innde,    ^   . 
.   The  knelcd  downe  without  lettyog,  75 

And  eche  held  up  his  hand. 


'*     •  ct    r  If 


The  fayed,  Lord,  we  befeche  the  hcrt^ 

Tliat  yc  wyU  grauut  u«  grace ; 
For  we  have  Aayne  your  £at  falow  der« . 

In  many  a  fondry  place.  80 

What  be  your  nams,  then  faid  our  kmg, 

Anone  that  you  tell  me  ? 
They  fayd,  Adani  Bell,  ClJhti  of  the  Clough, 

And  Wyllyam  of  Cloudcflc.   . 

Be  ye  thofe  theves,  then  fayd  our  kyng^  8$ 

That  men  have  tolde  of  to  me  ? 
^ere  to  God  I  make  an  avowe. 

Ye  flial  be  hanged  al  thre. 
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Ye  flial  be  dead  without  mercy, 

As  I  am  kynge  of  this  lande.  90 

He  commanded  his  officers  everichoney 

Faft  on  them  to  lay  hande. 

There  they  toke  thefe  good  yemen, 

And  arefted  them  al  thre : 
So  may  I  thryve,  fayd  Adam  Bell,  ^         9^ 

Thys  game  lyketh  not  me. 

But,  good  iorde,  we  befeche  you  now. 

That  yee  graunt  us  grace, 
Infomucho  as  *  frely'  we  be  to  you  come, 

*  As  frely'  we  may  fro  you  paflc,  100 

With  fuch  weaponf,  as  we  have  her^i 

Tyli  we  be  out  of  your  place ; 
And  yf  we  lyvc  this  hundreth  ycre^  / 

We.wyll  aflce  you  no  grace. 

Ye  fpeake  proudly,  fayd  the  kynge;  105 

Ye  fliall  be  hanged  all  thre. 
That  were  great  pitye,  then  fayd  the  quene. 

If  any  grace  myght  be. 

My  Iorde,  whan  I  came  fyrft  into  this  lande 
To  be  your  wedded  wyfe,  1x0 

The  fyrfl  boone  that  I  wold  alke, 
Ye  would  graunt.it  me  belyfe : 

Fer.  Ill,  \t^.  fie  MS,  bo-ATie.  PC 
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And  I  aiked  you  never  none  tyll  now ; 

Therefore  good  lorde,  graunt  it  me, 
Now  alke  it,  madani,  fayd  the  kynge,  i»5 

And  graunted  it  fhal  be* 

Then,  good  my  lord,.  I  yon  befeche,^ 

Thefe  yemen  graunt  ye  me. 
Madame,  ye  myght  have  aiked  a  boone. 

That  fliuld  have  been  worth  them  all  tfare.    12a 

Ye  myght  have  aiked  tawr^s,  and.  townes, 

Parkes  and  foreHes  plenty. 
None  foe  pleafant  to  my  pay,  Ihee  fayd  j 

Nor  none  fo  lefe  to  me* 

Madame,  fith  it  is  your  defyre,.  zi^ 

Your  aflcyng  graunted  fhal  be; 
But  I  had  lever  have  geven  you 

Good  market  townes  thre. 


The  quene  was  a  glad  woman. 

And  fayde,  Lord,  gramarcyr  13% 

I  dare  undertake  for  them, 

That  true  men  ihal  they  be. 

But  good  my  lord,  fpeke  fom  meiy  word^ 

That  comfort  they  may  fe. 
I  graunt  you  grace,  then  fayd  our  king  ;  i^ 

Wafhe,  felos,  and  to  meate  go  ye* 

Ftr,  T30.  God  a  merqre.  MS» 
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They  had  not  fetten  but  a  wbyle 

Certayne  without  lefybge, 
Thene  came  meileDgers  out  of  the  north 

With  letters  to  our  kyng,  149 

And  whan  the  came  before  the  kynge^ 

They  knelt  downe  on  theyr  kne; 
And  faydy  Lord,  youk*  officers  grete  you  well, 

Of  Carleile  in  the  north  cuntre. 

How  fareth  my  juftice,  fayd  the  kyng,  145 

And  my  fherife  alfo  ? 
Syr,  th^y  be  fla3me  without  leafynge. 

And  many  an' officer  mo. 

Who  hath  them  flayne,  fayd  the  kyng ; 

Anone  that  thou  tell  me  ?  1 50 

'*  Adam  Bell,  and  Clime  of  the  Clough| 

And  Wyllyam  of  Cloudefle.'* 

Alas  for  rewth  1  then  fayd  our  kynge  8 

My  hart  is-wonderons  fore ; 
I  had  lever  than  a  thouiande  pounde,  155 

I  had  knowne  of  thys  before ; 

For  I  have  gtaunted  them  grace^ 

And  that  forthynketh  me  : 
But  had  I  knowne  all  thys  before. 

They  had  been  Jianged  all  thre*  160 

N  a  The 
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The  kyng  hee  opened  the  letter  anone^ 

Himfelfe  he  red  it  thro. 
And  founde  how  thefe  outlawes  had  (lain 

Tbre  hundred  mea  and  mo : 

Fyrft  the  juflice,  and  the  (heryfe,  i6j 

And  the  mayre  of  Carleile  towne ; 

Of  all  the  confiables  and  catchipollef 
Alvye  were  *  fcant*  left  one  s 

% 

The  baylyes,  and  the  bedyls  both. 

And  the  fergeauntcs  of  the  law^  i;^ 

And  forty  fofters  of  the  fc, 

Thefe  outlawes  had  yilaw : 

And  broke  his  parks,  and  flayne  his.  dere ; 

Of  all  thev  chofe  the  bcft  : 
So  perelous  out-lawcs,  as  they  were,  17^ 

Walked  not  by  eafte  nor  weft. 

When  the  kynge  this  letter  had  red, 

In  Uys  hartc  be  fygbed  for6: 
Take  up  the  tables  acone  h«  bad, 

For  1  may  eat  no  more.  iSo 

The  kyng  called  hys  befl:  archars 

1  o  the  buttes  wyth  bym  to  go  s 
1  wyll  fe  thefe  fclowcs  flioie,  he  f  lyd. 

In  the  north  have  wroujjht  this  wo. 


K  168.  left  but  one.  MS.  not  one.  PC. 
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The  kynges  bowmen  buike  them  blyve,  185 

And  the  quenes  archers  alfo ; 
So  dyd  thefe  thre  wyghtye  yemcn ; 

With  them  ihey  thought  to  go. 

There  twyfe,  or  thryfe  they  fliote  about 
For  to  alTaytheyr  hande;  190 

There  was  no  fliote  thefe  yemen  fliot, 
That  any  pry  eke  *  myght  (land.     .     , 

Then  fpake  Wyllyara  of  Cloudefle ; 

By  him  that  for  me  dyed, 
I  hold  hym  never  no  good  archar,  19^ 

That  flioteth  at  buttes  fo  wyde. 

*  At  what  a  butte  now  wold  ye  (bote,' 

I  pray  thee  tell  to  me  ? 
At  fuche  a  but,  fyr,  he  fayd, 

As  men  ufe  10  my  countfree*  900 

VVyllyam  wentc  into  a  fyeld. 

And  *with  him*  his  two  brethren} 
There  they  fet  up  two  hafell  roddes 

Twenty  fcore  paces  betwene*  ,  - 

I  hold  him  an  archar,  faid  Cloudefle,  aoj 

That  yonder  wande  cleveth  in  two. 

f^r.  I J5.  blyth&  MS.  J  *  /.  *.  tiuurk» 

Fer.  ID 2,  263,  212^  to.  PC.  Vtr,  204.  /,  r.  /^QO yardu 

N  3  Here 
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Here  it  none  fache,  fayd  Ae  ijng, 

I 

Nor  no  maa  can  fo  do. 


I  (hall  aflaye,  fyr,  fayd  Cloudefli, 

Or  that  I  farther  go*  210 

Cioudefly  w^th  z  bcaryng  arowc 

Clave  the  wand  in  two* 

Thou  art  the  beft  archer,  then  faid  the  kingj^ 

Forfothe  that  ever  I  fe* 
And  yet  for  your  love,  fayd  WyUyan)|  aijf 

I  wyll  do  more  mayflery. 

I  have  a  ibnne  is  feven  yere  olde. 

He  is  to  me  full  deare ; 
I  wyll  hym  tye  to  a  flake  ; 

All  fhall  fe,  that  be  here  ;  iit^ 

And  lay  an  apple  upon  hya  head, 

And  go  fyxc^  fcore  pace^  hym  (to^ 
And  I  my  felfe  with  a  brode  arAw 

Shall  cleve  the  apple  in  two. 

Now  hafle  the,  then  fayd  the  kyng,  22 £ 

By  hym  t;>!at  dyed  on  a  tre, 
But  yf  thou  do  not,  a^  thou  hefl  fayde^ 

Hanged  ihalt  thou  be* 

yir,  tol.ftc  MS,  none  t)^  can,  PC«       Ker,  %%%.  /.  e,  iioyareU, 

* 

And 
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And  thou  touche  his  head  Bk*  gowne, 

In  fyght  that  men  may  fe,  a 30 

By  all  the  fayntes  that  be  in  heaven, 

I  liiall  hangeyou  all  tbre.^ 

That  I  bave  promifed,  iaid  William, 

That  I  wyll  never  forfake. 
And  there  even  before  the  kynge  *  ^  ^$S 

In  the  earth  he  drove  a  ftake : 

And  bound  therto  his  elded  fon'ne, 

And  bad  hym  ftand  flyll  thereat ; 
And  turned  the  childes  face  him  fro^ 

Becaufe  he  fliould  not  ftart.  <   -     240 

An  apple  upon  his  head  he  fet, 

And  then  his  bowe  he  bent : 
Syx«  (core  paces  they  were  meaten. 

And  thether  Cloiidefle  went* 

There  he  drew  out  a  fayf  brode  arrowc, .       ^  245 

Hys  bowe  was  great  and  longe, 
He  let  that  arrowe  in  his  bowe,       ^ 

That  was  both  ftyffc  and  ftrongc. 

He  prayed  the  people,  that  wer  there. 

That  they  *  all  ftill  wold'  (land,  2  50 

For  he  that  (hoteth  for  fuch  a  wager, 
Behoveth  a  ftedfafl  hand. 

Ker*  243.A  MS,  out  met.  PC,  Fer,  151,  fteetlye.  MS, 

N  4  Muche 


r  t 
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Muche  people  praj^d  for  Cloudeilei 

That  his  lyfc  faved  myght  be. 
And  whan  he  made  hym  redy  to  fliotc,  2% 

There  was  many  weeping  ce« 

«  But*  Cloudefle  clefte  the  apple  in  two, 

<  His  fonne  he  did  not  nee.' 
Over  Gods  forbode,  faydc  the  kinge. 

That  tliou  fliold  flipte  at  me.  260 

I  gevc  thee  eightene  pence  a  day. 

And  my  bowe  (halt  thou  here. 
And  over  all  the  north  countr^ 

I  make  the  chyfe  rydere. 

And  I  thyrtene  pepce  a  day,  faid  the  quene,     165 

By  God,  and  by  my  fay ; 
Come  fcche  thy  payment  when  thou  wylt, 

No  man  fhali  fay  the  nay. 

Wyliyaip,  I  make  the  a  gentleman 

Of  clothyng,  and  of  fe:  270 

And  thy  two  brethren,  ycmen  of  my  chambre, 

For  they  are  fo  femcly  to  fe. 

Your  fonne,  for  he  is  tendre  of  age. 

Of  my  wyne-feller  he  fhall  be ; 
And  when  he  commeth  to  mans  eftate,  975 

Better  avaunced  fhall  he  be. 


fer,  165.  And  1  geve  the  xvij  pence.  Pt7, 


And, 
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And,  Wyllyam,  bring  mcyour  wife,  faid  the  quene, 

Me  longcth  her  fore  to  fe : 
She  fhall  be  my  chefe  gentlewoman^ 

To  gQverne  my  nurfecye.  aSo 

The  ycmen  thanked  them  all  curteoufly* 

To  fome  byQiop  wyl  we  wend. 
Of  all  the  fynnes,  that  we  have  dene, 
1  '      To  be  alToyld  at  his  hand* 

80  forth  be  gone  tbefe  good  yemcn,  2S5 

As  faft  as  they  might  *  he  *' ; 
And  after  came  and  dwelled  with  the  kyngc. 

And  dyed  good  men  all  thre. 

Thus  endeth  the  lives  of  thefe  good  yemcn  j 
God  fend  them  cternali  blyfTe ;  ago 

And  kll,  that  with  a  hand-bowe  (hoteth  : 
That  pf  heven  may  never  myfle.    Amen. 

^r.282.  And  fayd  to  fome  Biftiopp  wee  will  wend.  Mt 
f  he^Le,  bit,  hafttji.     Set  the  Gloffjaj^ 
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THE  AGED  LOVER  RENOUNCETH  LOVE. 

Tie  Gra^e-digger'^s  fing  in  HaMLET,  A.  5,  is  taken 
/rtm  three  ftanxas  of  the  following  poem^  though  greatly  al- 
tered and  difguifed^  as  the  fame  ivere  corrupted  ty  the 
Mf ad-fingers  of  Sbakefpeare*s  time ;  or  perhaps fb  defigned 
iy  the  pcet  him/elf  the  Better  to  fuit  the  charader  rf  an 
illiterate  clo-ivn.  The  original  is  preferind  among  Surra's 
Poems ^  and  is  attributed  to  Lord  Vaux,  hy  George  Gaf- 
eaigney  who  tells  us^  it  **  was  thought  hyfome  to  be  meule 
•*  upon  his  death-bed^**  a  populm'  error  which  he  laughs 
ett.  (Se^  his  Epift.  to  Tong  Gent*  prefixed  to  his  Pofesy 
1575,  4/0. >  //  //  alfo  afcribed  to  Lord  V^aux  in  a  manu- 
Jcript  copy  preferved  in  the  Britijh  Mufeum  *.  Tins  Lord 
was  remarkable  for  his  fkill  in-  drawing  feigned  manners^ 
tifcforfo  I  underfland  an  ancient  ix}ritei\  ^*  The  Lord 
**  Vaux  his  commendation  lyeth  chiefly  in  thefacilitie  of  his 
•*  meetre^  and  the  aptnefle  of  his  defcriptiotis  fuch  as,  he 
**  taketh  upon  him  to  make^  namely  in  fund) y  of  his  SongSt 
^  ivhcrein  he JlioiRveth  tltt  co0nterfait  action  'uery 
•*  U'vely  andpleafantly.^*  Arte  of  Eng.  Poefe^  i  ^  89,,/.  5 1  • 
See  another  Swig  by  this  Poet  in  vol,  77.  No.  Fllh 


I 


Loth  that  I  did  love. 
In  youth  that  I  thought  fwete. 


♦  Harl,  MSS.  num.  17O3,  §  25.  The  readings  gathered  frvH  tbtit 
mfy  are  dijihigiujfred  here  by  inverted  commas.  The  ttxt  is  p'inted  from 
iJbf  "  Sougs,  &f.  of  the  £arl  of  Surrey  andetbefs,   15571  4'»»" 

Aft 
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As  time  requires  1  for  my  behove 
Me  thinkes  they  are  not  mete* 

My  luftes  they  do  me  leaye,  5 

My  faniles  ail  are  fled ; 
And  tratSt  of  time  begins  to  weavr 
'~  ^       Gray  heares  upon  my  hed« 

f    For  Age  with  fteling  (leps. 

Hath  clawde  me  with  his  crowcb,  xo 

And  ludy  '  Youthe'  awaye  he  leapes^ 

As  there  had  bene  none  fuch. 

i '  .  * 

"My  mufe  doth  not  delight 

Me,  as  flie  did  before : 

My  hand  and  pen  are  not  in  plighf|  i  j 

As  they  have  bene  of  yore« 

For  Reafon  me  denies, 

*  All*  youthJy  idle  rime ; 
And  day  by  day  to  me  (lie  criesi   * 

Leave  off  thefe  toyes  in  tyme« 

The  wrinkles  in  my  brow. 

The  furrowes  in  my  face 
Say,  Limping  age  will  *  lodge'  him  now. 

Where  youth  mufl  geve  him  place. 

Per,  i.  be.  PC  [printed t9fy  in  1557.]  T.  10,  CrowcH  perhaps 
Jhuldhe  Clouch,  clutch^  fS^^St*  T.  x  i.  Life  away  (he.  PC, 

r.  18.  I  his.  J»C.  K  13.  So  JEd  J583  tie  hedge  in  Ed.  1557. 

Irath  caught  hiin.  MS* 

:      .        C  The 
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i  % 

The  harbengcr  of  death,  15 

To  me  I  fe  him  ride. 
The  cough,  the  cold,  the  gafping  breath. 

Doth  bid  me  to  provide 

A  pilceax  anj.a  fpade. 

And  eke  a  ihrostding  (hete,  39 

A  houfe  of  clay  for  to  be  made 

For  fuch  a  gued  ixiofl  mete. 

Me  tbinkes  I  heare  the  clarke, 

That  knoles  the  carefoll  knell ; 
And  bids  me  leave  my  *  wearye'  warke,  3^ 

Ere  nature  me  compelK 

'    My  kepers  ♦  knit  the  knot, 

That  youth  doth' laugh  to  fcorne,  . 
Of  me  that '  fliall  bee  cleane'  forgot, 

As  I  had  *  ne'er'  bene  borne.  ^p 

Thus  muft  I  youth  geve  up,  ■ 
•■ :       Whofe  badge  I  long  did  weare: 
To  them  I  yeld  the  wanton  cup. 
That  better  may  it  beare. 

Lo  here  the  bared  (kull ;  "45 

By  whofe  halde  figne  I  knowy 

<  * 

*  Atfuding  ferbaps  to  Ecckf.  xii.  3. 
r.  30.  wyrulynge-lhcete.  MSi      V.  54.  bell.  MS.      ri  35.  wofulL 
PC.     F,  38.  did.  pa     ^  K  39.  dene  fhal  be.  PC.       V,  40.  not  FC. 
K  45.  barc-hcdde.  MS.  andfwie  FCG. 

.a  .  That 
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That  ftonping  age  away  (liall  pull 
*  What'  youthful  yeres  did  fow. 

For  Beautic  with  her  band, 

Tbefe  croked  cares  had  wrought,  50 

And  (hipped  me  into  the  laud. 

From  whence  I  Hrft*  was  brought* 

And  ye  that  bide  behindc, 

Have  ye  none  other  trufl : 
As  ye  of  clave  were  caft  by  klndo,  jj 

So  (liall  ye  *turne'  to  durt. 
V*  4I.  Whicli.  VC,  That,  US.  What  h  conjiSf.        V.  56.  wa{».  tC 


IIT. 

JEPHTHAH    JUDGE    OF    ISRAEL, 

In  Shah/peare^s  HAMf.ET,  A.  IL  the  Hem  of  the  Play 
takes  occajjon  7o  banter  Polonius  ivith  fame /craps  of  an  old 
Ballad^  ^Ji'hich  has  ne*ver  appeared  yet  in  any  collet  icn:  for 
nvhich  reafon^  as  it  is  hutjliort^  it  will  not  perhaps  be  u^' 
acceptable  to  the.  Reader ;  ^:y^o  v.:ill  alfo  he  diverted  witA  the 
pUafant  ahfurdiiies  of  the  compojition.  It  ivas  reti'ieved 
from  utter  oblivion  by  a  lady^  ^aJio  wrote  it  doijon  from 
memory  as  fie  had  formerly  heard  itfung  by  her  father,  I 
am  indebted  for  it  to  the  friendJJiip  of  _  Mr,  br  e  &  \"  B  n  s . 

//  has  heenfaid^  that  the  original  Ballad,    in  black-letter^ 

is  among  Afithony  a   TVvcTs  CollsSlions  in  the  AJJimclean 

Mufru?n,      Eut^  upon  application  lately  made,  the  volume 

.  'ivhich  cofitaijied  this  Song  was  mijjir.g,  fo  that  it  can  only 

7io%{)  he  given  as  in  th.^  former  Editicn^  ^ 
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TAe  Banter  rf  Hamlet  is  as/oUo^s  .• 

*<  Hamlet.     «  O  Jept/jay  Judge  cf  l/ra^l^'*  what  a 

•*  treafure  hadft  tkou  f 

••FoLONius.     What  a  treafure Ijad hcy  my  Lordf 

M  Ham.     WT>y^    •*  One  fair e  doubter  ^  and  m  mone^ 

•'  Ti&tf  'luhich  he  Urved  faffing  wellV 
**  PoLON*     Stili on  mv  daughter, 
**  H  A  M .     Amnot  IVth'  right,  old  Jeptha  f 
<*  PoLON.     If  you  call  me  Jeptha^  my  Lord^  I  have  A 

**  daughter y  that  I  love  pajjing  well. 
•*  Ham.     Ni^t  that  follows  not* 
*'  PoLON.     What  follows  then^  «y  Lord  f 
"  Ham.     Why,  *'  A:  by  lot,  God  wot:*'  and  then  you 

**  hnotv^  **  It  came  to peffe^  As  moft  like  it  was.[     l^bt 

^^  firfl  rvw  of  the  pious  chanfon  will  Jhew  you  more** 

Edit.  1 793,  Fol.  Xr$f.  133. 


HAVE  you  not  heard  thefe  many  y«r5  ago^ 
Jeptha  was  judge  of  Ifraelf 
He  had  one  only  daughter  and  no  mO) 
The  which  he  loved  paffing  well : 

Andy  as  by  lott^  .$ 

God  wot, 
It  fo  came  to  pafs, 
As  Gods  will  was. 
That  great  wars  there  (hould  be, 
And  none  (hould  be  chofen  chief  but  he*  1^ 

And 
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'  And  when  he  was  appointed  judge. 

And  chieftain  of  the  company, 

A  folemn  vow  to  God  he  made ; 

If  he  returned  with  vi^lory:, 

At  his  return  s; 

To  burn 

The  firft  Ih'e  thing, 
41^     *     #     #     « 

That  fhould  meet  with  him  then. 

Off  his  houfe,  when  he  fiiould  return  agen* 


It  came  to  pafs,  the  wars  was  oer, 

And  he  returned  with  vidiory ; 
His  dear  and  on^y  daughter  firil  of  all 
Came  to  meet  her  father  foremoftly: 

And  all  the  way  mf, 

She  did  play 
On  tabret  and  pipe. 
Full  many  a  ftripc. 
With  note  fo  high, 
For  joy  that  her  father  is  come  fo  nigh*  §9 


But  when  he  faw  his  daughter  dear 

Coming  on  mod  fdremofllyy 
He  wrung  his  hands,  and  tore  his  hair, 
And  cryed  out  mod  piteoufly  2 
Oh !  it's  thou,  faid  he, 
That  have  brought  me 


Hot 


192        ANCIENT    POEMS, 

And  troubled  me  fo, 

That  I  know  not  what  to  do. 


For  I  have  made  a  t*ow,  he  fed. 

The  which  muft  be  repleniflied :  40 

«*  What  thou  haft  fpokc 
Do  hot  revoke : 
What  thou  haft  faid. 

Be  not  affraid ;         '  4{ 

Altho'  it  be  I ; 
Keep  promifes  to  God  on  high* 

But,  dear  father,  grant  me  one  requeft, 

That  I  m^y  go  to  the  wildernefs, 
Three  months  there  with  my  friends  to  ftay  ;  ^o 

There  to  bewail  my  virginity ; 
And  let  there  be. 
Said  flie, 
Some  two  or  three 

Young  maids  with  me.'*  jj 

So  he  fent  her  away, 
For  to  moui  n,  ifor  to  mourn,  till  her  dying  day. 


IV,  A 


ANCIENT    POEMS.        193 


IV. 
A    ROBYN    JOLLY    ROBYN. 

In  his  Twelfth  NYght,  Shake/peare  introduces  the 
Ckwnjinging  part  af  the  t*wo  firfi  Jldn%as  rf  the  follmuinv 
Song ;  ivhicn  has  been  recovered  from  an  antient  MS.  yT 
Dr.  Harrington's  at  Bath,  preferved  among  the  mam  lite^ 
rary  treafures  tranfmitted  to  the  ingenious  and  wortiy  pof* 
fij^  hy  a  long  line  of  moji  refpeSlable  ancefiors.  Of  thefe 
only  a  f mall  part  hath  been  printed  in  the  Nvgm  AjutI" 
Q^iE,  3  'tw/j.  1 2jrio  i  a  work  ivhich  the  Publick  impa^ 
tiently  wijhes  to  fee  continued. 

The  Song  is  thus  given  by  Shake/peare^  AH  IV*  Sc,  2. 
(Malone's  edit.  IK  ^y) 

Clown.  «  Hey  Robin,  jolly  Robin:'     [finging,'\ 
"  Tell  me  how  thy  lady  does.*' 

Malvolxo.  Fool 

Clown.   •*  My  lady  is  unkind^  perdy^' 

Malvolio.  FooL » 

Clown."  Alas,  nuhy  is  JhefoV* 

Malvolio.  Fool,  I  fay. 

Clown.  '*  She  loves  another ^^ — W^ho  calls,  ha  f 
Dr.  Farmer  has  conjedttred  that  the  Song  fkould  begin 
thus : 

*'  Hey,  jolly  Robin,  tell  to  me 

**  How  does  thy  lady  do? 
**  My  lady  is  unkind  perdy  — 

^'  Alasywhyis^for^ 

Vol.  I.  O  But 
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But  tbh  ingenious  emendation  is  nvayfuterfeded  ly  the  proper 
readings  of  the  old  Song  it/elf^  mjhich  is  here  printed  from 
nvhat  apfean  the  moft  ancient  of  Dr.  Harrington* s  poetical 
MSS^  and  which  /las,  therefore,  been  marked  No.  /.  (Jeih 
p,  68  )  ^hat  'Volume  feems  to  have  been  "^written  in  tbt 
reign  of  King  Henry  VHL  afid^  as  it  contains  many  rf  the 
Toems  of  5ir  Thomas  VVyat,  hath  had  almofi  all  the 
Contents  attributed  to  him  by  marginal  direHions  ixtritten 
with  an  old  lut  later  hand^  and  not  always  rightly^  as^  I 
think^  might  be  made  appear  by  other  good  authorities, 
Aynong  the  rt-fl.  this  Song  is  there  attributed  to  ^ir  Thomas 
Wyat  alfoy  but  the  di/cerning  Reader  will  probably  judge 
it  to  belong  to  a  more  obfolete  writer,  j 

In  the  old  MS,  to  the  rt^d  and  ^th  fanzas  is  prefixed 
titis  title.  Pvefpoiice,  and  to  the  nth  and  6/i,  Le  Plaintif ; 
but  in  the  lafi  infiance  fo  evidently  wrong,  that  it  was 
though  belter  to  omit  thefe  titles^  and  to  mark  the  changes  of 
the  Dialogue  by  inverted  commas*  In  other  refpeHs  the  MS. 
isJiriSily  follonved,  except  where  noted  in  the  margin  — Tet 
the  Jirft  flan%a  appears  to  be  defe^infe,  and  itjhouldfeem  that 
a  line  is  wanting^  unlefs  th'e  four  fi»fi  words  were  lengthened 
the  yune. 


ARobyn, 
Jolly  Robyn, 
Tell  me  how  thy  leman  docth, - 
And  thou  ihalt  kiiowe  of  myn, 

"  My  lady  is  iinkynde  perde." 
Alack!  why  Is  [lie  fo  ? 

Vtr,  4.  Ihall.  MS, 


u 


Sh« 
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**  She  lovcth  an  other  better  than  mc  j 
**  Aud  yet  Ihc  will  faj  no." 


195 


I  iynde  oo  fuch  dbublenes  : 

I  fyhde  women  true. 
My  lady  loveth  me  dowtles, ' 

And  will  change  for  no  newe* 


!• 


*<  Thou  art  happy  while  that  doeth  laft  ; 

**  But  I  fay,  as  I  fyndc,- 
**  That  women's  love  is  but  a  blaft, 

"  And  tomcth  with  the  wyndc." 


»5 


Soche  folkes  can  take  no  harme  by  love. 

That  can  abide  their  torn. 
^'  But  I  alas  can  no  way  prove 

*'  In  love  but  lake  and  morn.'* 


20 


But  if  thou  wilt  avoyde  thy  harmc^ 
Lerne  this  leflen  of  me,  - 

At  others  fieres  thy  felfe  to  warmc, 
And  let  them  warme  with  tbs. 


O  1 


V.  A 
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V. 

A  SONG  TO  THE  LUTE  IN  MUSICKE. 

Thisfoniiet  (which is q/cri6ed foKiCHAJtty  Edwards  *, 
in  tie  '*  Paradife  of  Dainire  Devifes^*^  fo,  31,  h,)  is  iy 
Shakefpeare  made  thkfuhjeSl  vf  fome  pUafant  ridicule  in  his 
Romeo  and  Juliet,  A,  IF'.  Sc.  5,  nubere  be  introduces 
Peter  putting  this  ^eftion  to  tbe  Muficians. 

«*  Peter  .  • .  •  why  "  Silver  Sound*'  T  why  «*  Mtfiche 
**  with  her  fiver  foundV^  nuhat  fay  ynu^  Simon  Catling  f 

**  !•  Mu8.  Marry y  Jir^  becaufe  fiver  hath  a  fweet 
^' found. 

"  Pet.  Pretty!  ivhatfayyou^  Hugh  Rehechef 

**  2.  Mu8.  Jfay^  fiver  founds  becaufe  Mujicians  found 
^^  for  fiver, 

"  Pet,  Pretty  tool  nuhatfayyoUj  James  Sound-pojl. 

**  3.  Mus.  Faith,  linoTAf  not  what  to  fay* 

**  Pet,  . . .  1  ^11  fay  for  you:  It  is  '*  Muficke  with 
*•  her  fiver  found^^  hecaufe  Mvficiaks  have  no  gold  for 
^^/ounding^^ 

Edit.  1793,  V9I.  XIF.p.  529. 

^his  ridicule  is  not  fo  much  levelled  at  the  fong  iff  elf 
(vjhich  for  the  time  it  ivas  loritien  is  not  inelegatit)  as  at 
thofe  forced  and  unnatural  explanations  often  given  by  us 
painful  editors  and  exp^fiors  of  ancient  authors. 

ibis  copy  is  printed  from  an  old  quarto  MS,  in  the  Cotton 
Library  (Fefp.  A.  1  5;,  intitled,  "  Divers  things  of  Hen. 
*'  viifs  tifoe  :**  withfome  correiHons  from  The  ParaJife  of 
Dainty  Devifes,   1 590, 

♦  Concerning  l>im  fee  H^ood's  Athen.  Oxon^  and  Tanner's  Bihlioih. 
mlj«  Sir  John  Htnukim^s  Hiji  of  Mufic^  ^c.  j. 

3  WHERE 
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WHERE  gripingc  grefes  the  hart  would  wounde, 
And  dolefulle  dumps  the  mynde  opprefTe, 
There  muficke  with  her  (liver  found 

With  fpede  is  wont  to  fend  redreife : 
Of  trobled  mynds,  in  every  fore,.  ,  J 

Swete  muficke  hathe  a  falve  in  ilore. 

In  joye  yt  nuiks  our  mirthe  abounde. 

In  woe  yc  cheres  our  hevy  fprites; 
Be-drawghted  heads  relyef  hath  founde,  * 

By  mufickes  pleafaunt  fwete  delightes  \     '  10 

Our  fenfcs  all,  what  (hall  I  fay  more  ? 
Are  fubje^e  unto  muficks  lore. 

The  Gods  by  muficke  have  theire  prajrfe ; 

The  1}  fe,  the  foul  therein  doth  joye : 
For,  as  the  Romayne  poet  fayes,  x  j 

In  feas,  whom  pyrats  would  deftroy, 
A  dolphin  fa'ved  from  death  moft  fliarpe 
Arion  playing  on  his  harpe. 

O  heavenly  gyft,  that  rules  the  m}Tid, 

Even  as  the  (lerne  dothe  rule  the  (hippe  1  20 

O  muiicke,  whom  the  gods  aflinde 

To  comforte  manne,  whom  cares  would  nippe ! 
Since  diow  both  man  and  befte  doeft  move. 
What  befte  ys  he,  wyll  the  diiprove  ? 


O  3  VI.  KING 
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VL 
KING  COPHETUA  AND  THE  BEGGAR-MAID 

— w  ajlory  often  alluded  to  hy  our  old  Dramatic  ff^iteru 
Shakejptare^  in  his  Rom£0  and  Jvliet,  A*  IU  Sc.  i, 
makes  Mercutiofayy 

**  Her  (Genus's)  purblind /on  and  heir ^ 


**  Toung  Adam  *  Cupid,  he  thatjhctjo  true^ 
*'  }Vben  King  Cofhtua  loved  the  beggar  matd. 


It 


As  the  1 3M  line  of  the  following  ballad feemr  here  parti- 
eularly  alluded  to^  it  is  not  improbable  but  Shakejpeare  ivrote 
it  SHOT  so  TRIM-,  ixjhich  the  players  or  printers,  not  per" 
cei'ving  the  allufion,  might  alter  to  true.  The  former^  as 
being  the  more  humorous  expreffion,  feenis  mofl  likely  to  haif€ 
come  from  the  mouth  of  Mercutio  f  • 

In  the  2d  Part  of  Hen.  TV.  A.  5,  Sc.  3,  Falftaf  is 
introduced  affe^edly  faying  to  Pjfiolly 

"  O  bafe  Affyrian  knight y  'what  is  thy  news  f 
*'  Let  king  Cofhctua  kno'w  the  truth  thereof,*' 

fhefe  hnes^  Dr.  JVarbui  ton  thinks,  ijjere  taken  from  an  <dd 
bombajl  play  of  King  Co p bet u a.  No  fuch  phy  is^  I 
believe^  nvw  to  be  found  \  but  it  does  not  therefore  follow 

*  Ste  ah^jfj  Treface  to  Song  I.  Book  II.  of  this  vol  f,  15^. 
^  Since  tbh  conjeSure fir jioccunedy  it  has  heen  dtfccvered  that  iHOT 
«f  o  T  KIM  was  the  gtnuine  teaJiiT^f     Set  Shahfp,  £d.  179  j,  XIV^,  39  j, 

that 


ANCIENT    POEMS.        199 

hat  it  never  exifted.  Many  dramatic  pieces  are  referred  /• 
fy  eld  'tvriters  *,  nxfhicb  are  not  ntno  extant^  or  eiten  men^ 
tinned  in  any  Lift*  In  the  infancy  of  thefiagCy  plays  ivere 
eften  exhihited  that  were  never  printed. 

It  is  prabably  in  allufion  to  the  fame  play  that  Ben  Jonfon 
faysy  in  his  Comedy  ©/*  Every  Man  in  his  HOmour, 
-^«  3>  Sc,  4. 

"  /  have  not  the  heart  to  devour  thee^  an*  I  might  be 
^^;madt  as  rich  as  King  Cophetua^* 

At  leqft  there  is  no  mention  of  King  Cophetua^s  R  iches  in 
the  prefent  ballad^  which  is  the  oldeft  I  have  met  ivith  on 
thefuljeei. 

It  is  printed  from  Rich.  Johnfon^s  **  Cronun  Garland  of 
••  Goulden  Rofes^**  1612,  iimo,  (where  it  is  intitled fimphp 
A  SoNO  OF  A  Beggar  and  a  King  ;)  corrected  by  ano* 
ther  copy. 

I  Read  that  once  ia  Affrica 
A  princely  wight  did  raine,  ^ 

Who  had  to  name  Cophetua, 

As  poets  they  did  faine : 
From  natures  lawes  he  did  decline,  5 

For  fure  he  was  not  of  my  mind, 
He  cared  not  for  women-kinde, 

Bat  did  them  all  difdaine. 
But,  marke,-  what  hapned  on  a  day. 
As  he  out  of  his  window ^lay,  i^t 

He  faw  a  beggar  all  in  gray. 

The  which  did  caufe  his  painc. 

*  Se&Meret  W/i  Tteaf,  /.  183     Arte  of  Efig,  Vtf,  15S9,  f,  ^i, 
iiif  i43>  169* 

O  4  The 
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The  blinded  boy,  that  fliootcs  fo  triin» 

From  heaven  downe  did  hie ; 
He  drew  a  dart  and  {hot  at  him,  i  $ 

Jn  place  where  he  did  lye ; 
Which  foone  did  pierfe  hhn  to  the  quicke, 
And  when  he  felt  the  arrow  pricke. 
Which  in  his  tender  heart  did  iiicke. 

He  looketh  as  he  would  dye.  %9 

What  fudden  chance  is  this,  quoth  he. 
That  I  to  love  muft  fubjeA  be» 
Which  never  thereto  would  agree, 

But  fiili  did  it  deiie  ? 

Then  from  the  window  he  did  come,  2{ 

And  laid  him  on  his  bedj 
A  thoufand  heapes  of  care  did  runne 

Within  his  troubled  head  : 
For  now  he  meanes  to  crave  her  love. 
And  now  he  feekes  which  way  to  pcoove  30 

How  he  his  fancie  might  remoove, 

And  not  this  beggar  wed. 
But  Cupid  had  him  fo  in  fnare, 
That  this  poor  begger  mull  prepare 
A  falve  to  cure  him  of  his  care,  ^i 

Or  els  he  would  be  dead. 


And, 
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Aady  as 'he  mufing  thus  did  Iye» 

He  tho>ight  for  to  devife 
How  be  might  have  her  companyey    , 

That  fo  did  'maze  hii  eyes.  40 

In  thee,  quoth  be,  doth  reft  my  life; 
For  furely  thou  fhait  be  my  wife. 
Or  ehfe  this  hand  with  bloody  knife 

The  Gods  ihall  fure  fuffice. 
Then  from  his  bed  he  fbon  arofe,  j^e 

And  to  his  pallace  gate  he  goes  ; 
Full  little  then  this  begger  knowet 

When  ihc  the  king  efpies. 


The  gods  prefervc  your  majefty, 

The  beggers  all  gan  cry :  ^o 

Vouchfafe  to  give  your  charity 

Our  childrens  food  to  buy. 
The  king  to  them  his  purfle  did  caft, 
And  they  to  part  it  made  great  hafte; 
This  filly  wom^n  was  the  laft  rj 

That  after  them  did  hye. 
The  king  he  cal'd  her  back  againe, 
And  unto  her  he  gave  his  chaine ; 
And  faid,  With  us  you  ihal  remaine.  "^ 

Till  fuch  time  as  we  dye ;  60 


For 
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For  thouy  quoth  he,  (halt  be  my  wife, 

•And  honoured  for  my  queene ;  . 
With  thee  I  meane  to  lead  my  life, 

As  fhortly  Aiali  be  feene : 
Our  wedding  (hall  appointed  be. 
And  every  thing  in  its  degree  s 
Come  on^  qnoth^he,  and  follow  me| 

Thou  ihalt  go  (hift  thee  cleane. 
What  is  thy  name,  faire  maid?  quoth  he. 
Fenelophon  *f  O  king,  quoth  (lie :  7< 

With  that  ihe  made  a  lowe  courtfey ; 

A  trim  one  as  I  weene. 


Thus  hand  in  hand  along  they  walke 

Unto  the  king's  pallace: 
The  king  with  courteous  comly  talkc  yj 

This  bcgger  doth  imbrace : 
The  bcgger  bluflieth  fcarlet  red, 
And  flraight  againe  as  pale  as  lead. 
But  not  a  word  at  all  (he  faid, 

She  was  in  fuch  amaze.  8t 

At  laft  flie  fpake  with  trembling  voycc, 
And  faid,  O  king,  I  doe  rejoycc 
That  you  wil  take  me  for  your  choyce, 

And  my  degree's  fo  bafe. 

*  Shaiefpeare  fiuho  alludes  to  this  hall  ad  in  h's  "  ltfve*s  Lahntr  lojf,** 
jtH  IK  Sc.  I.)  gives  the  Be  friar's  name  Zenelopjion,  according  to  all 
the  old  editions :  hut  this  feems  to  he  a  corruption ;  for  Penelophoily  in 
the  text,  founds  more  like  the  name  of  a  IVwnan^'—The flory  of  the  Kin^ 
mmi  the  Beggar  is  alfo  alluded  to  in  K,  Rich,  II  j^a  K  Sc.  3. 

6  And 
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And  when  the  wedding  d  y  was  come,  .  8 J 

The  king  commanded  flrait 
The  noblemen  both  all  and  fome 

Upon  the  queene  to  wait. 
And  (he  behaved  herfelf  that  d^yf 
As  if  flie  had  never  walkt  the  way  ;  ^ 

She  had  forgot  her  gowne  of  gray, 

Which  flic  did  weare  of  late. 
The  proverbe  old  is  cotne  to  pade. 
The  pricft,  when  he  begins  his  made, 
Forgets  that  ever.cierke  he  was;  ^ 

He  knowth  not  his  eflate. 


Here  yoii  may  read,  Cophctna, 

Though  long  time  fancie-fed. 
Compelled  by  the  blinded  boy 

The  beggef  for  to  wed :  lo©- 

He  that  did  lovers  lookes  difdaine, 
'  To  do  the  fame  was  glad  and  faine. 
Or  elfe  he  would  himfelfc  have  flainc. 

In  (lorie,  as  we  read. 
Difdaine  no  whit,  O  lady  deere,  loc 

But  pitty  now  thy  fervant  heere, 
Lnft  that  it  hap  to  thee  this  yeare. 

As  to  that  king  it  ddd^ 

Fer»  90.  /.  e.  tramped  the  fireets, 

Ver.  105,  Hen  tht  Foci  uddujfc\  bimfelf  te  bh  mjreju 

And 
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And  thus  they  led  a  quiet  life 

During  their  princely  raigne ;  no 

And  in  a  tombe  were  buried  both. 

As  writers  flieweth  plaine. 
The  lords  they  tooke  it  gricvoufly,  ^ 

The  ladies  tooke  it  heayily. 
The  commons  cryed  pitiouflyy  ii{ 

Their  death  to  them  was  paii^e, 
Their  hmt  did  found  fo  pafCngly, 
That  it  did  pierce  the  ftarry  fky, 
And  throughout  all  the  world  did  fiye 

To  every  princes  realme  *.  iztt 

V*r,  T 12.  Sbeweth  was  anciently  the  flur,  numb. 

*  ^  iHgaiiwis friend  tbinh  the  two  iafiJamiasJhoitU  change  flact. 


vir. 

TAKE  THY  OLD  CLOAK  ABOUT  THEE, 

*^is  fuppofed  to  have  heen  originally  a  Scotch  Ballad.    The 
reader  here  has  an  ancient  copy  in  tie  Englijb  idzom^  with 
an  additional  Jlanza  (the  id,)   never  before  printed*     This 
curiojity  is  prefer-ved  in  the  Editm^s  folio  MS,  but  not  with' 
out  corruptions^  ivhich  are  here  removed  by  the  ajftfiance  of 
the  Scottijh  Edit,     Shakefpeare^  in  his  i)t hello,  A.  2,  has 
quoted  cne  ftan%a^    with  Jome  variations,  lohich  are  here 
adopted:  the  old  MS,  readings  of  that  Jianxa  are^  however 
j^iven  in  the  margin» 

THIS 
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THIS  winters  weather  itt  waxeth  cold. 
And  froft  doth  freefe  on  every  hill, 
And  Boreas  blowes  his  blafts  foe  bold, 
That  all  our  cattell  are  like  to  fpill ; 
Bell  my  wi€e,  who  loves  noe  ftrife,  5 

She  fayd  unto  me  quictlye, 
Rife  up5  and  fave  cow  Cnimbockes  liffe, 
Man,  put  thine  old  cloake  about  thee. 

He, 

0  Bell,  why  doft  thou  flyte  *  and  fcorne*  ? 

Thou  kenll  my  cloak  is  very  thin  :  10 

Itt  is  foe  bare  and  overwome 

A  cricke  he  theron  cannot  renn : 
Then -He  noe  longer  borrowe  nor  lend, 

*  For  once  lie  new  apparel d  bee, 
To-morrow  He  to-towne  and  fpend,'  ij 

For  lie  have  a  new  cloake  about  mee. 

She, 
Cow  Crumbocke  is  a  very  good  cowe, 

Shee  ha  beene  alvvayes  true  to  the  payle, 
Shee  has  helpc  us  to  butter  and  cheefe,  I  trow. 

And  other  things  fiiee  will  not  fayle ;  30 

1  wold  be  loth  to  fee  her  pine. 

Good  hufband,  councell  take  of  mee, 
It  is  not  for  us  to  go  foe  fine, 

Man,  taHe  thine  old  cloake  about  thee. 

He. 
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He. 

"My  doake  it  was  a  verry  good  cloake,  2 j 

lit  hath  been  alvrayes  true  to  the  weare^ 
But  now  it  is  not  worth  a  groat ; 

I  have  had  it  four  and  forty  yeere : 
Son)etinie  itt  was  of  cloth  in  graine, 

rns  now  but  a  (igh  cloot  as  you  may  ice^        30 
It  will  neither  hold  out  winde  nor  raine ; 

And  He  have  a  new  cloake  about  mee. 

She.  . 
It  is  four  and  fortye  y ceres  agoc 

Since  the  one  of  us  the  other  did  ken. 
And  we  have  had  betwixt  us  tone  3{ 

Of  children  either  nine  or  ten ; 
Wee  have  brought  them  up  to  women  and  men  ; 

In  the  feare  of  God  I  trow  they  bee  ; 
And  why  wilt  tbou  thyfelfe  miiken  ? 

Man,  take  thine  old  cloake  about  thee.-  4* 

He. 

O  Bell  my  wiffe,  why  doft  thou  *  floute  !* 
Now  is  nowe,  and  then  was  then: 

Seek«  now  all  the  world  throughout, 

Thou  kenfl  not  clownes  from  gentlemen^ 

They  arecladd  in  blacke,  greane,  yellowe,  or  *  gray/ 
Soe  far  above  their  owne  degree :  46 

Once  in  my  life  lie  *  dee  as  they,' 

j 

For  lie  have  a  new  cloake  about  mee. 


V.  41.  flyte.  MS. 
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Sub. 
King  Stephen  was  a  worthy  peere, 

His  breeches  coft  him  but  a  crowne^  j# 

H&held  them  fixpence  all  too  deere; 

Therefore  he  calfd  the  taylor  Lownc. 
He  was  a  wight  of  high  renowne. 

And  thoufe  but  of  a  low  degree : 
Itt's  pri(}e  that  putts  this  countrye  downe,  fj 

Man,  ^take  thine  old  cioake  about  thee. 

He. 

•  Bell  ray  wife  flse  loves  not  ftrifr. 

Yet  (lie  will  lead  me  if  ihe  can  i 
And  ofty  to  live  a  quiet  life, 

I  am  forced  to  yield,  though  Ime  good-man :'  6m 
Itt's  not  for  a  man  with  a  woman  to  threape, 

Unlcffe  he  firft  give  oer  the  plea ; 
As  wee  began  wee  now  will  leave. 

And  lie  take  mine  old  cioake  about  mce. 

Ver,  49.  King  Hany  . .  a  verry  good  king.  MS,  Fer.  50.  I  trow 
his  lK>fe  coft  buc  MS.  Fer,  ^i.  He  thought  t'hetn  i2d.  to  deere.  MS, 
Fer.  52.  clowiie.  MS*  ^/r.  53.  He  was  kiag  and  ^•le  tli« 

•rowne.  MS. 


VIIL    WIL- 
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VIII.    . 
WILLOW,  WILLOW,  WILLOW. 

//  is  ft 9m  the  fillirming  fianxoi  that  Shake/peare  has 

taken  his  Jong  of  the  Willow,  in  his  Othello,  A»  x% 

/c»  3,  though  fomenvhat  varied  and  applied  ly  him  to  ^  fe* 

male  character.     He  makes  Defdemona  introduce  it  in  this 

pathetic  and  affeSHng  manner : 

**  My  mother  had  a  maid  calVd  Barbara  : 

**  She  was  in  love ;  and  he^  Jke  lov*d^  provd  mad,^ 

**  And  did  forfake  her*     She  had  a  Song  of—^VJ  i  l  Low.  ' 

^'  An  old  thing  ^t^waSy  but  it  exprefs'd  her  fortune^ 

**  And  Jke  diedjinging  it.** 

Ed.  1793,  Fol  XV.  p,  613- 

^his  IS  given  from  a  black-letter  copy  in  the  Pepys  colleBion^ 
thus  intitled,  "  A  Lover^s  Complaint ^  being  forjaken  of  hi: 
**  Love.**     7o  a  pkafant  tune, 

APoore  foule  fat  fighing  under  a  (icamore  tree; 
O  willow,  willow,  willow! 
With  his  hand  on  his  bofom,  his  head  on  his  knee: 
O  wiljoiv,  willow,  willow  X 

O  willow,  willow,  willow!  ^ 

SJT^g,  O  the  grecne  willow  fliall  be  my  gailapd. 

He 
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tie  figl^'d  in  his  finging,  add  after  each  grone^ 

Come  willow,  &€• 
1  am  dead  to  all  pleafure»  my  true  Jove  is  gone ; 

O  willow,  Set*  ip 

Sing,  O  the  greene  willow  fhall  be  my  gar12nd« 

My  love  ihe  is  turned ;  untrue  (he  doth  prove : 

O  willow,  &c« 
She  renders  me  nothing  but  hate  for  my  love* 

O  willow,  &c«  1 1 

Sing,  O  the  greene  Willow,  &c« 

O  pitty  me,  (cried  he)  ye  lovers,  each  one ; 

O  willow,  &c. 
Her  heart's  hard  as  marble;  ilie  rues  not  my  mone« 

O  willow,  &c.  ao 

Sing,  O  the  greene  willow.  Sec, 

The  cold  ftneams  ran  by  him,  his  eyes  wept  apace ; 

O  willow,  &c*  ' 

The  fait  tears  fell  from  him,  which  drowned  his  face : 

O  willow,  &c*  ^ 

Sing,  O  the  greene  willow,  &c. 

The  mute  birds  fate  by  him,  made  tame  by  his  mones: 

O  willow,  &c* 
The  fait  tears  fell  from  him,  which  foftened  the  ilones. 

O  willowr  &c«  V  3« 

r     Sing,  O  the  greene  willow  ihall  be  mj  garlind  I 

Vol.  I.  P  Let 
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Let  nobody  blame  mtf  her  (cornei  I  do  prove  5 

O  willow,  &c. 
She  was  borne  to  be  £ure;  I,  to  die  for  her  love. 

O  willow,  &c«  2i 

Sing,  O  the  greeoe  wiUow  fiiall  be  my  garland* 

O  that  beauty  fliould  harbour  a  heart  that's  fo  hard ! 

Sing  willow,  &c. 
My  true  love  rejeding  without  all  regard, 

O  willow,  &c*  4* 

Sing,  O  the  greene  willow,  &c» 

Let  love  no  more  boaft  him  in  palace,  or  bowery 

O  willow,  Jcc. 
For  women  are  trothles,  and  flote  in  an  houre* 

O  willow,  &c»  4S 

Sing,  O  the  greene  willow,  SiC 

But  what  helps  complaining?  In  vaine  I  complaiae  i 

O  willow,  &c. 
I^nufl  patiently  fuffcr  her  fcome  and  difdaine« 

O  willow,  &c.  {• 

Sing,  O  the  greene  willow,  Zcc^ 

Come,  all  you  forfaken,  and  fit  down  by  me,, 

O  willow,  &C. 
He  that  'plaines  of  his  fklfe  love,  mine's  faifer  than  ihr* 

O  willow,  &c«  55 

Sing,  O  the  greene  willow,  &c. 

The 
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The  willow  wreath  weare  I,  fince  nay  love  did  fleet  | 

O  willow,  &c. 
A  Gvland  for  lovers  forfaken  mod  mcete. 

O  willow,  &c.  69 

Sing,  O  the  greens  willow  fliall  ht  my  garlindl 


^AiiT  THE  Second. 


LO W*E  layM  by  my  forrow,  begot  by  difdainc ; 
\    O  willowy  willow,  willow ! 
Againd  her  too  cruel),  ilili  ftill  I  complaine, 
Owiliow,  willow,  willow! 

O  willow,  willow,  willow  !  5^ 

Sing,  O  the  grecoe  willow  fliall  be  1117  garland  I 

O  love  too  injurious,  to  wound  my  poore  heart ! 

O  willow,  &C. 
To  fuffer  the  triumph,  and  joy  in  my  fmart : 

O  willow,  &c,  10 

Sing,  O  the  greene  willow,  &c« 

O  willow,  willow,  willow !  the  willow  garland, 

O  willow,  &c. 
A  fign  of  her  falfeneflc  be'brc  me  doth  fland: 

O  willow,  &c,  jf 

Sing,  O  the  greene  willow,  &c* 

P  2  At 


2i«        ANCIENT    POEMS. 

As  here  it  doth  bid  to  defpair  and  to  dye, 

O  willow.  Sec. 
So  hang  it,  friends,  ore  me  in  grave  where  I  lye: 

O  willowi  &c.  19 

Sing,  O  the  greene  willow  (liall  be  my  garland. 

In  grave  where  I  reft  mce,  hang  this  to  the  view 

O  willow,  &c« 
Of  all  that  doe  knowe  her,  to  blaze  her  untrue, 

O  willow,  &c.  s§ 

Sing,  O  the  greene  willow,  &c. 

With  thefe  words  engraven,  as  epitaph  xneet^ 
^  O  willow,  &c. 

"  Here  lyes  one,  drank  poyfon  for  potion  moft  fweet.*'' 
O  willow,  &c.  3^ 

Sing,  O  the  greene  willow,  &c. 

Though  (lie  thus  unkindly  hath  fcorned  my  love, 

O  willow,  &c. 
And  carelefly  fmiles  at  the  forrowes  I  prove  ; 

O  willow,  8cc.  35 

Sing,  O  the  greene  willow,  &c. 

I  cannot  again  ft  her  unkindly  exclaim, 

O  willow,  &c« 
Caufe  once  well  I  loved  her,  and  honoured  htr  name : 

O  willow,  &C  4# 

ttng)  O  the  greene  willow,  &c. 

The 


s 
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The  name  of  her  founded  fo  fweete  in  mine  eare^ 

O  willow,  &c. 
It  rays'd  my  heart  lightly,  the  name  of  my  deare; 

O  willow,  &c.  45 

Sing,  O  the  greene  willow  (hall  be  my  garland. 

As  then  'twas  my  eomfort|  it  now  is  my  griefei 

O  willow,  &c. 
It  now  brings  me  anguifli,  then  thought  me  reliefe. 

O  willow,  &c»  j« 

Sing,  O  the  greene  willow,  &c. 

Farewell,  faire  falfe  hearted:  plaints  end  with  my  breath! 

O  willow,  willow,  willow  ! 
Thou  doft  loath  me,  I  love  thee,  though  caufc  of  my 
death. 

O  willow,  willow,  willow  I  C| 

O  willow,  willow,  willow  I 
Sing,  O  the  greene  willow  fhall  be  my  garUnd. 
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IX. 
SIR  LANCELOT  DU  LAKE. 

This  baUad  Is  qu^ed  in  Sbakefpeare*s  feeond  Part  %f 
Hbnky  IV.  A,  z.  ^'hejuhjefi  of  it  is  taken  from  the  an^ 
cient  romance  of  K,  Arthur  (commonly  called  iVIaRTS 
Arthur)  being  a  poetical  tranjlatimt  of  Chap.  cTiii^  eir^ 
ex,  in  Ft.  \ft^  as  they  fand  in  Ed,  1 634,  ^to*  In  the 
older  Editions  the  Chapters  are  differently  numbered, — This 
fong  is  gi*ven  from  a  printed  copy^  corre^ed  in  part  by  a 
fragment  in  the  Editor* s  folia  MS. 

In  the  fame  play  of  2  HBJf.  IV.  SiLENCB  hums  afcrap, 
if  me  of  the  old  ballads  of  Robin  Hood,  It  is  taken  from 
the  following  fanza  of  Robin  Hood  and  the  Pindar. 
OF  Wakefield. 

All  this  behcard  three  wighty  yeomen, 
Twatf  Robin  Hood,  Scarlet,  and  John  : 

With  that  they  efpy'd  the  jolly  Pindar 
As  he  fate  under  a  thorne* 

That  ballad  may  be  found  on  evcfyfall^  and  therefore,  is 
not  here  reprinted. 

WHEN  Arthur  ffrfl  in  court  began, 
And  was  approved  king, 
By  force  of  armes  great  vi(5lorys  wanne. 
And  conquefl  home  did  bring. 

Then  into  England  flraight  he  came  ^ 

With  fifty  good  and  able 
Knights,  that  reforted  unto  him, 

And  were  of  his  round  table : 

And 
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And  he  had  jufis  and  turnamenti, 

Wherto  were  many  preft,  i4 

Wherin  fome  knights  did  farr  ezcell  - 

And  eke  furmount  the  reft* 

But  one  Sir  Lancelot  du  Lakei 

Who  was  approved  well. 
He  for  his  deeds  and  feats  of  armes^  i  j 

All  others  did  excelL 

When  he  had  reded  him  a  while, 
*     In  play,  and  game,  and  fportt. 
He  faid  he  wold  goe  prove  himfeife 
In  fome  adventurous  fort.  ao 

He  armed  rode  in  a  fbrreft  wide, 

And  met  a  dam(ell  faire, 
Who  told  him  of  adventures  greats 

Wherto  he  gave  great  eare* 

Such  wold  I  find,  quoth  LanceloCt  t  2  j 

For  that  cauie  came  I  hither. 
Thou  feemft,  quoth  ihee,  a  knight  full  good^ 

And  I  will  bring  thee  thither* 

Wheras  a  mighty  knight  doth  dwell. 
That  now  is  of  great  fame :  3) 

Therfore  tell  me  what  wight  thou  art. 
And  what  may  be  thy  name. 

r.  29.  Where /i^Mi^i^MrrtA/wr/Vmybrwheress:  hertitit 
jy/t  the  emiraryk  K  i8.  to  fpoctt*  MSt    ' 

P4  «My 
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^  My  name  U  Lancelot  du  Lake' 

Qoothihcy  it  likes  me  than : 
Here  dwelles  a  knight  who  never  waa  3  j 

Yet  matcht  with  any  man  s 

Who  has  in  prifon  threefcore  knights 

And  four,  that  he  did  wound ; 
Knights  of  king  Arthurs  court  they  be* 

And  of  his  table  round.  4^ 

She  brought  him  to  a  river  fidci 

And  alfo  to  a  tree. 
Whereon  a  copper  bafon  hung, 

And  many  ihields  to  fee, 

• 

He  flruck  ibe  hard,  the  baibn  brofc^i  4] 

And  TarquiQ  ibon  be  ipyed ; 
Who  drove  a  h^rfe  before  him  fail. 

Whereon  a  knight  lay  tyed. 

Sir  knight,  then  &yd  Sir  Lancddtt, 

Bring  me  that  korfe^load  hither,  59 

And  lay  him  downe,  and  let  him  refti 

Weel  try  our  force  together: 

For,  as  I  underftand,  thou  halt, 

Soe  far  as  thou  art  able. 
Done  great  defpite  and  fliame  unto  jj 

The  knights  of  the  Round  Table. 

If 
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If  thou  be  of  the  Table  Round, 

Quoth  Tarquin  fpecdilye, 
Both  thee  and  all  thy  fellowfhip 

I  utterly  defye.  6# 

That's  over  much,  quoth  Lancelott  tho. 

Defend  thee  by  and  by. 
They  fett  their  fpeares  unto  their  fieeds. 

And  eache  att  other  file* 

They  coucht  theire  fpearee,  (their  horfei  ran,    6{ 
As  though  there  had  beene  thunder) 

A#d  flrucke  them  each  immidft  their  (hields^ 
Wherewith  they  broke  in  funder. 

Their  horfTes  backes  brake  under  them. 
The  knights  were  both  aftound :  j^ 

To  avoyd  their  horifes  they  made  hafte 
And  light  upon  the  ground. 

They  tooke  them  to  their  fhields  full  fait, 

Their  fwords  they  drew  out  than, 
With  mighty  flrokes  moft  eagerlye  jrj 

£ach  at  the  other  ran.    > 

They  wounded  were,  and  bled  full  fore, 

They  both  for  breath  did  ftand. 

And  leaning  on  their  fwords  awhile. 

Quoth  Tarquine,  Hold  thy  hand,  tm 

And 
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And  tell  to  me  what  I  (hall  aike. 

Say  on,  quoth  Lancelot  tho. 
Thou  art,  quoth  Tarquinei  the  beft  kaigbt 

That  erer  I  did  kaow} 

And  like  a  knight,  that  I  did  hate :    -  85 

Soe  that  thou  be  not  bee, 
I  will  deliver  all  the  reft. 

And  eke  accord  with  thee. 

That  ii  well  faid,  quoth  Lancelott ; 

But  fith  it  muft  be  foe,  q^ 

What  knight  is  that  thou  hateft  thus  ? 

I  pray  thee  to  me  fhow* 

His  name  is  Lancelot  du  Lake, 

He  flew  my  brother  deere; 
Him  I  fufpe6k  of  all  the  reft  t  at 

I  would  I  had  him  here* 

Thy  wifii  thou  haft|  but  yet  unknovtrne^ 

I  am  Lancelot  du  Lake, 
Now  knight  of  Arthurs  Table  Round  ; 

King  Hauds  foif  of  Schuwake ;  f 9^ 

And  I  defire  thee  do  thy  worft. 

Ho,  ho,  quoth  Tarquih  tho. 
One  of  us  two  fliall  end  our  lives 

Before  that  we  do  go* 

'  If 
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If  thou  be  Lancelot  du  Lake, .  205 

Then  welcome  (halt  thou  bee: 
Wherfore  fee  thou  thyfclf  defend, 

For  now  dciye  I  thee. 

They  buckled  then  together  fo, 

Like  unfo  wild  boares  ralhing  *  ;  no 

And  with  their  fwords  and  fhields  they  ran 

At  one  another  flafhing : 

The  ground  befprinkled  was  with  blood  :  ^ 

Tarquin  began  to  yield ; 
For  he  gave  backe  for  wearineile,  nc 

And  lowe  did  beare  his  fhicld. 

This  foooe  Sir  Lancelot  efpyde. 

He  leapt  upon  him  then^ 
He  pulPd  him  downe  upon  his  knee. 

And  rufliing  off  his  helm,  ti^ 

Forthwith  he  drucke  his  necke  in  two, 

And|  when  he  had  foe  done, 
¥rom  prlfon  threefcore  knights  and  four 

Delivered  everye  one. 

CRASHING  fiems  to  be  the  old  bunting  term  to  exprrfs  tbejhekt  mmJk 
h  the  wiU'hoar  witi  bis  fangs.     To  n  A9%  has  apparently  a  ineaninm 
fimetbingJmiUr.     See Mr.STMty^ti9*sN6teon  K.  Lear,  A.  ULjc.Ti 
(Ed,  1 79  3,  rot,  XIK  p.  1 93.;  ivhere  the  qusrtes  read, 

**  .Afer  tbyfieicejifter 
**  In  bit  anointed  jUJh  rash  boarijh  fangs}* 
$0  in  K,  Richard  III,  A,  III.  fc,  a.  (Vol,  X,  p.  567,  5837 

*'  He  dreamt 
f  To  night  the  Boar  bad  RAiED  of  his  helm.*^ 

X.    CORYDON*! 
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X. 

CORYDON'fl  FAREWELL  TO  PHILLIS, 

—  is  an  attempt  to  paint  a  Iover*s  irrejhlutitm^  hut  fi 
f^ly  executed,  that  it  loouIJ  net  ba*ve  been  admitted  int» 
this  coUe^iony  if  it  had  not  been  quoted  in  Shake/pearls 
Twelfth -Night,  A.  2,  y?.  3. — It  is  found  in  a  UttU 
mneient  mifcellanfj  intituled^  **  Tkt  Goldeu  Garland  of 
*^  Princely  Dehgbtsy''  12m9.bl.let. 

In  the  fame  fcene  of  the  Twelfth-Nighty  SiVi  Toby  Jlngs 
afcrap  of  an  old  ballad^  which  is  pre/erved  in  the  Pepys 
Colled  ion  [  Vol.  L  pp*  53,  496.],  but  as  it  is  not  only  a  poor 
dull  performance^  but  alfi  W€ry  longf  it  'will  be  Jiifficieni 
here  to  give  thefirfl  fian%a  : 

The  Ballad  of  Constant  Susanna. 

There  dwelt  a  man  in  Babylon 

Of  reputation  great  by  fame; 
He  took  to  wife  a  faire  wom^n, 

Sufanna  (lie  was  callde  by  name : 
A  woman  fair  and  vertuous ; 

Lady,  lady: 
Why  ihould  we  not  of  her  learo  thus 

To  live  godly  ? 

Ifthhfong  ^^ConYDON,  Cifc,  has  not  more  tutrit^  it  is 
mt  Uajfau  evil  ^flefs  magnitude. 

FAREWELL, 
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FAREWELL, dear  love ;  fincc  thou  wilt  nccda  begone, 
Mine  eyes  do  flievv,  my  life  is  alnaofl  done* 
Nay  I  will  never  die,  fo  long  as  I  can  fpie 
There  be  many  mo,  though  that  ihe  doe  goe^ 
There  be  many  mo,  I  fear  not :  J 

\f  hy  then  let  her  goe,  I  care  not. 

Faflrewell,  farewell;  fmce  this  I  find  is  true, 
I  will  not  fpend  more  time  in  wooing  you  i 

But  I  will  feek  elfewhere,  if  I  may  find  love  there  t 
Shall  I  bid  her  goe  ?  what  and  if  I  doe  ?  |9 

Shall  I  bid  her  goe  and  fpare  not  ? 
O  no,  no,  no,  I  dare  not. 

Ten  thoufand  times  farewell; — yet  (lay  a  whilet-ii* 
Sweet,  kifs  me  once;  fweet  kiffes  time  beguile: 
I  have  no  power  to  move.  How  now  am  Unlove?   XJ$ 
Wilt  thou  needs  be  gone?  Go  then,  ail  is  one^ 
Wilt  thou  needs  be  gone  ?  Oh,  hie  theet 
Nay  Hay,  and  do  no  more  deny  me« 

Once  more  adieu,  I  fee  loath  to  depart 
Bids  oft  adieu  to  her,  that  holds,  my  heart.  lo 

But  feeing  I  mull  lofe  thy  love,  which  I  did  choofe, 
Goe  thy  way  for  me,  fmce  that  may  not  be* 
Goe  thy  ways  for  me.    But  whither  ? 
Goe,  oh,  but  where  I  may  come  thither* 

What 
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What  fliall  I  doe?  my  love  is  now  departed*  ij 

She  is  as  fair,  as  fhe  is  cruel-hearted. 

She  would  not  be  intreated,  with  prayers  oft  repeated. 
If  fhe  come  no  more,  fliall  I  die  therefore  ? 
If  fhe  come  no  more,  what  care  I  ? 
Faith,  let  her  goe,  or  come,  or  tarry.  3« 


XL 
GERNUTUS  THE  JEW  OF  VENICE. 

In  the  "Life  of  Pope  Sixtus  V.  tranjlated  from  the 
Italian  of  Greg,  Leti,  by  the  Re<v,  Mr.  Farneworth, 
folio^*  is  a  remarkable  p^Jfage  to  the  following  ejfed: 

**  It  was  reported  in  Rome,  that  Drake  had  taken  and 
**  plundered  St,  Domingo  in  Hifpaniola^  and  catried  (ff  an 
*'  immenfe  booty.  This  account  came  in  a  private  letter  to 
**  Paul  Secchi^  a  very  confiderable  merchant  in  the  city^ 
**  nxjJMt  had  large  concerns  in  thofe  parts,  vohich  he  had  /»- 
*'^fured»  Upon  receiving  this  neivs,  hefentfor  the  infurer 
*•  Sampjon  Ceneda,  a  Jeib,  and  acquainted  him  iiith  it* 
•'  The  few,  nuhofe  inter efi  it  ivas  to  have  fuch  a  report 
'*  thought falfe,  gave  many  reafons  wfjy  it  could  not  pojfbly 
"  be  true^  and  at  lajl  worked  himfelf^  into  fuch  a  pajpon^ 
*'  that  Ijef aid,  Pll  lay  you  a  pound  of  flejh  it  is  a  lye, 
"  Secchi,  who  was  of  a  fiery  hot  temper,  replied^  V II  lay 
^^  you  a  thoufand  croivons  again  ft  a  pound  of  your  fiejh  that 
"  //  is  true,  1  he  Jew  accepted  the  ivager,  and  articlef 
*'  were  immediately  executed  betvjixt  them,  That^  if  Secchi 
**  auo»,  hejhould  himfelf  cut  the  fleJJi  nvith  ajharp  knife 

''from 
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^^'from  ^whatever  part  ff  the  ^env^s  My  kc  fleafed.  Th^ 
••  truth  of  the  account  nvoifoon  confirmed 'j  and  the  Jew  was 
**  almoji  dtfiraBed^  nohen  he  luas  informed^  that  Secchi  had 
^^  fdemnly  fwore  he  'would  compel  him  to  an  exaSl  perform-^ 
•*  ance  of  his  contraB*  A  report  of  this  tranfoBion  was 
•*  Brought  to  the  Pope^  lakojent  for  the  parties^  and^  heiug 
**  informed  of  the  noMe  ^gfair^  faid^  When  contrails  are 
•?  made^  it  is  hut  jujl  they  Jhould  be  fulfilled j  as  this  Jhali: 
*•  Take  a  knife^  therefore^  Secchi^  and  cut  a  pound  of  flefb 
^^  from  any  part  you  pleafe  of  the  Jew's  body.  We  aduife 
**yoUf  hotveveTy  to  he  very  carrful\  for^  &  you  cut  hut  a 
^^fcruple  more  or  lefs  than  your  ducj  youjball  certainly  he 
**  hanged.* 

The  Editor  of  that  hook  is  of  opinion^  that  the  fcene  he* 
ttveen  Shy  lock  and  Antonio  in  /^^  Merchant  of  Ven  ice 
is  taken  f rem  this  incident.  But  Mr*  War  ton  ^  in  his  inge^ 
nious  *'  Ohfervations  on  the  Faerie  ^een^  Vol.  /.  page 
128,"  has  referred  it  to  the  foUovoing  ballad,  Mr. 
Warton  thinks  this  ballad  was  tmitten  before  Shake* 
fpeare^s  play^  as  being  not  fo  circumfiantialy  and  having 
more  of  the  nakednefs  rf  an  original.  Befidis^  it  differs  from 
the  play  in  many  circumfiances^  ivhich  a  meer  copyift^  fuck 
as  we  may  fuppofe  the  ballad-maker  to  hCy  would  hardly 
have  given  him/elf  the  trouble  to  alter.  Indeed  he  exprejjly 
informs  us^  that  he  had  his  ftotyfrom  the  Italian  writers* 
See  the  Connoisseur,  KoL  I,  No.  i6, 

jffter  ally  one  vuould  he  glad  to  know  what  authority 
Let  I  had  for  the  foregoing  faB<^  or  at  leafl  for  conned  ing 
it  with  the  taking  of  St,  Domingo  by  Drake;  for  this  ex- 
pedition did  net  happen  till  i  ^8c,  and  it  is  very  certain  that 
a  play  of  the  \tyf^^  "  reprefenting  the  greedineffe  ^worldly 
*'  chufersy  and  bloody  minds  of  ufurets/*  had  been  exhibited 
at  the  play-houfe  called  the  Bcll  before  the  year  1 579, 
being  mentioned  in  Steph,  GoJJon^s  ScHOOLE  OF  ABUSE  % 
twhich  ivas  printed  in  that  year. 

*  Jf^artSfif  ubifufrs* 
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As  for  Shake/pearls  Merchant  of  Venice,  the  ear- 
lUft  edition  kno^n  of  it  is  in  quarto  i6co;  though  it  had 
leen  exhibited  in  the  year  1598,  being  mentioned,  together 
wtb  eleven  others  of  his  plays^  in  Meres* s  Wits  Trea- 
BURY,  ^f.  '^9^'  i^nto.  foC  1^1^     See  Malone''s  Shake/p, 

The  foUonjoing  is  printed  from  an  ancient  black-letter  coprf 
in  the  Popys  cotle^ion  *,  intitled^  "  A  new  Song,  Jhewing 
•*  the  crueltie  ^Gernutvs,  ^Jiwe,  to^o,  lending  /o  a 
**  merchant  an  hundred  crowns^  ivauld  have  a  pound  of  hit 
*^  fiejbej  hecaufe  he  could  not  pay  him  at  the  time  appointed^ 
•*  To  the  tune  of  Black  and  lellozo.'* 


The  First  Part. 

1^  Venice  towne  not  long  ago«f 
A  cruel  Jew  did  dwell^ 
Which  lived  all  on  ufurie, 
As  Italian  writers  tell. 

Gernutus  called  was  the  Jew,  j 

Which  never  thought  to  dye, 
Nor  ever  yet  did  any  good 

To  them  in  flreets  that  lie. 

His  life  was  like  a  barrow  hoggc, 

That  liveth  many  a  day,  j^ 

Yet  never  once  doth  any  good. 

Until  men  will  him  flay* 


*  Compared  wftb  the  Ajt:fmU  Ctr 


>»• 


■iv' 


.Or 
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Or  like  a  filthy  heap  of  dung. 

That  lyeth  in  a  whoard ; 
Which  never  can  do  any  good^      ,  i^ 

Till  it  be  fpread  abroad^ 

So  fares  it  with  the  iifurer^ 

He  cannot  ikep  in  re((} 
For  feare  the  thiefe  will. him  purfue 

To  plucke  him  from  his  ne&  ^   4«f 

His  hieart  doth  thinkcoh  many  a  wil^ 

How  to  deceive  the  poore ; 
His  hiourh  is  almoft  ful  of  mucke. 

Yet  ilill  he  gapes  lor  more. 

His  wife  mud  lend  a  fbilling^  2^ 

For  every  weeke  a  penny^ 
Vet  bring  a.pledge,  that  is  double  worthy 

If  that  you  will  have  any. 

And  fee,  likewjfei  you  keepe  your  day, 

Or  elfe  you  loofe  it  all:  39 

This  was  the  living  of  the  wife, 
Her  cow  ihe  did  it  call. 

Pir.  3t.    Hir  Cow,  ^c,  ferns  to  have  fuggejied  to  Shahfpeare  Sht- 
Lock's  argument  for  :ifury  taken  from  Jac9b*t  management  of  Laban*s 
fieepi  A&  I,  to  Hjubicb  An  t  o  n  io  rcflies^ 

**  iVai  this  inferted  to  make  interefl  good> 

"  Or  are  your  gold  and Jihier  EwKi  and  rgmsT 

"  Shy.  Jcwtnot  telly  Imakett  siisia)  a%  »AST«*J 

Vol,  I.  O  -.^      Withta 
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Within  that  citie  dwelt  that  time 

A  marchant  of  great  fisime» 
Which  being  diftrefied  in  his  need«  3$ 

Unto  Gernutus  came : 

Defiling  him  to  ftand  his  friend 

For  twelve  month  and  a  day. 
To  lend  to  him  an  hundred  crownes ; 

And  he  for  it  would  pay  40 

Whatfoever  he  would  demand  of  hin). 

And  pledges  he  ihould  have. 
No,  (quoth  the  Jew  with  flearing  lookes) 

Sir,  afke  what  you  will  have. 

No  penny  for  the  Htane  of  k  45 

For  one  year  you  ihall  pay; 
You  may  doe  me  as  good  a  turne^ 

Before  my  dying  day. 

But  wc  will  have  a  merry  jeaft^ 

For  to  be  talked  long :  50 

You  fhall  make  me  a  bond,  quoth  he. 

That  fliall  be  large  and  drong  t 

And  this  ihall  be  the  for  fey  tu  re ; 
Of  your  owne  flelhc  a  pound. 
If  you  agree,  make  you  the  bond,  ^g 

And  htre  is  a  hundred  crownes* 
.        .      z  With 
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With  right  good  will!  the  marehant  fkj%i 

And  fo  the  bond  was  made* 
When  twelve  month  and  a  day  doeir  on 

That  backe  it  fliould  be  fayd,  60 

The  marchantrihips  wtre  all  at  &,k^ 

And  money  came  not  in ; 
Which  way  to  talce,  or  what  to  doe 

To  thinke  he  doth  begin : 

And  to  Gernutus  (Irait  he  comes  •    6  ( 

With  cap  and  bended  knee, 
And  fayde  to  him,  Oif  curtefie 

I  pray  you  beare  with  mee. 

My  day  is  come,  and  I  have-not 

The  money  for  to  pay  :  yo 

And  little  good  the  forfcytttre  » 

Will  doe  you,  I  dare  fay. "  * 


With  all  my  heart,  Semutus  fayd, 

Commaund  it  to  your  minde  t 
In  thinges  of  bigger  waight  then  this        '  '-      75 

You  ihall  me  ready  ^nde. 

He  goes  his  wky ;  the  day  once  pall: 
^     Gernutus  doth  not  (lacke 
To  get  a  fcrgiant  prcfently ; 

And  clapt  him  on  the  baclce :  9m 

Q.  2  And 
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And  layd  him  into  prifon  ftrongi 

And  fued  hit  Bond  withall; 
And  when  ihe  }iidgement  day  was  come. 

For  judgeoient  he  did  call* 

The  mar^hants  friends  came  thither  hi&f 

With  many  a  weeping  eye^ 
For  other  means  they  could  not  fiiidl^ 

But  he  that  day  mufi  dye. 


The   Second  Part. 

*•  Of  tie  Jews  cruehie;  Jetting  ft^rth  the  ma'cifidnejfi 
•*  g^  the  Judge  toudards  the  Manhantm  To  the  tune  of^ 
"  Blacke  and  Telhw?' 

SOME  offered  §ot  his  hondred  crownes 
Five  hundred  for  to  pay ; 
And  feme  a  thoufand^  two  or  three. 
Yet  ftill  he  did  detiay^ 

A«d  at  the  lail  ten  ^houfand  crown«9  J 

They  offered,  him  to  fave. 
Gemutus  fayd,  I  will  no  gold  : 

My  forfeite  I  will  have. 

A  pound  of  flefbe  is  my  demand^ 
And  that  (hall  be  my  hire«  lo 

4  Then 
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Then  fay4  the  judge,  Yet,  good  my  friend. 
Let  me  of  you  defire 


To  take  the  flefh  from  fnch  a  places 

As  yet  you  let  him  live  s 
Po  fo,  and  lo !  an  hundred  crownet 

To  thee  here  w4H  I  give. 

■  * 

No:  no:  quoth  tie;  no:  judgment  here: 

For  this  it  fliall  be  tride. 
For  I  will  have  my  pound  of  fleflie       .  j 

From  under  his  right  fide.    ...,,•       2P 

It  grieved  all  the  companie  ;    ,    * 

His  crueltie  to  fee, 
For  neither  friend  nor  foe  could  helpe 

But  he  muft  fpoyled  bee.  .' 

% 

The  bloudiie  Jew  now  ready  i$    .  il< 

With  whetted  blade  in  hand  *, 
To  fpoyle  the  bloud  of  innocent, 

By  forfeit  of  his  bond* 

And  as  he  was  about  to  flrike 

In  him  the  deadly  blow  :  39 

Stay  (quoth  the  judge)  thy  crueltie; 

I  charge  thee  to  do  fo. 

*  The  pajfage  in  Shahefpeare  bears  fo  firang  a  rtfemblanee  U  thU^  m$ 
t$  render  it  probable  that  tbfi  onejuggejled  the  other.     £ee  Ad  IV,  fc.  !• 

<<  3as8*  Why  doeft  thou  whet  thy  luiife  fo  earneiUy }  &ff« 


»» 


0,3  SJth 
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Sith  needs  ^ou  mlt  thy  forfeit  hmre  i 

Which  js  of  flefh  a  pound : 
See  that  thou  flied  no  drop  of  bloud,  3  ^ 

Nor  yet  the  tsaa  coikfowsd. 

'  For  if  thou  doe,  like  munkrer, 
Thou  here  (halt  hanged  he : 
Likewife  of  flefli  fee  that  thou  cut 
No*mor^  than  loDge*  to  thee :  ^0 

For  if  thou  take  either  more  or  leflb 
^  •       To  the  value  of  a  nrite, 

Thou  (halt  be  hanged  prefently. 
As  is  both  law  and  rights 

Gemutus  now  waxt  franticke  mad,  a^ 

And  wotes  not  what  to  fay ; 
Quoth  he  at  lafl-,  Ten  thoufand  crownes,. 

I  will  that  he  Ihall  pay ; 

And  fo  I  graunt  to  fet  him  free. 

The  judge  doth' anfwere  make;  ^^ 

You  ihall  not  have  a  penny  given; 
-  Your  forfcyture  now  take. 

At  the  lail  he  doth  demaund 

But  for  to.  have  his  owne* 
No,  quoth  the  judge,  doc  as  you  lift,  ^e 

Thy  judgement  fliall  be  ihowne. 

Either 
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Bithef  take  your  pound  of  flelbj  quotli  he, 

Or  cancel  1  me  your  bond. 
O  cruell  judge,  then  quoth  the  Jew, 

That  doth  agaioft  nie  iland!  60 

And  fo  with  griping  grieved  mind 

He  biddeth  them  fare-welL 
^  Then'  all  the  people  prays'd  the  Lord, 

That  ever  this  heard  tell. 

Good  people,  that  doe  heare  this  fong,  6^ 

For  trueth  I  dare  well  fay, 
That  many  a  wretch  as  ill  as  hee 

Doth  live  now  at  this  day ; 

That  feeketh  nothing  but  the  fpoyle 

Of  many  a  weal  they  man,  jq 

And  for  to  trap  the  innocent 

Devifeth  what  they  can. 

From  whome  the  Lord  deliver  mc. 

And  every  Chriilian  too. 
And  fend  to  them  like  fentence  eke  75 

That  meaneth  fo  to  do. 

***  ^'«^^  '^^  fi^J^  Edit  ion  of  this  iooi  ivas  pritttedy 
the  Editor  hath  had  reafon  to  Relieve  that  both  Shake- 
speare   and  the   Author    of  this    Ballad   are  indebted 

fyr  their  Story  of  the  Jenx)  (however  they  came  by  it)  to 
an  Italian  Novely  which  was  Jirft  printed  at  Milan  in  the 

ytar  15549  2/z  a  book  inti tied ^  11  Fecorone,  nel  quale  fi 

Yn.  6 1,  griped.  Aflmol*  ctpy, 

0^4  con- 
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contengono  Cinquanta  NoveHe  antiche,  &c.  repuhUJhetl 
at  Florence  about  the  year  1748,  or  9,— Tiii^  Author  ixym 
Ser,  Giovanni  hioRENTiNO,  ^who  lurote  in  13781 
thirty  years  after  the  time  in  which  tbe/cene  of  Boccace'^ 
Decameron  is  laid,  (Vid,  Miinni  Ifioria  del  Decamerone 
di  Gfov,  Boccac*  \to  Fior,  17 44. J 

That  Shakefpeate  had  his  Plot  from  the  Norvel  itfelf, 
is  evident  from  his  having  fome  incidents  from  it^  which 
are  not  found  in  the  Ballad:  and  I  think  it  will  alfo  b^ 
youfid  that  he  horro^^ed  from  the  Bullad  fome  hints  that 
were  not  fug?efied  by  the  NoveL  (See  abive.  Ft,  2*  ver* 
25,  ^V.  wftere^  injiead  of  that  fpirited  defer iption  of  the 
whetted  blade,  l^c,  the  Profe  Narrative  coldly  fays^  *•  The 
*^  Je^w  had  prepared  a  re%or^  tsfc."  See  alfo  fome  other 
pajfages  in  thefa^ne  piece-)  This  however  isfpoken  luith 
diffidence^  as  I  ha'vp  at  prefenf  bsfore  pte  only  the  Jibridge* 
ment  of  the  Nonjei  iDhich^Ir,  ]oHti  son  has  gi'Vfn  us  at 
^  the  End  of  his  Commentary  on  Shakefpeore*s  Play,  The 
Sranflatibn  of  the  Italian  Story  at  large  is  not  eafy  to  be 
met  with  halving  I  believe  never  been  puhlijhed^  though  it 
was  printed  fome  years  ago  *with  this  title, — *'  The  Novel, 
*^  from  'which  the  Merchant  of  Venice  written  by  Shakefpear4 
**  is  taken^  tranflated  from  the  Italian,  To  which  is  added 
•*  a  Tranjlation  of  a  Novel  from  the  Decamerone  of  Boci 
**  caccio.     Londoti^  Printed  for  M.  Coopir^  '7S5»  ^V^**' 


XIL 
THE  PASSIONATE  SHEPHERD  TO  HIS  LOVE, 

This  beautiful fojinet  is  quoted  in  /)&^  Mer  R  Y  Wf  VE9  OF 
Windsor,  A,  l-ifc,  i,  and  hath  been  ufually  afcrihed  (to- 
gether <7X':fb  the  V^  t  PLY^  to  Shakefpeare  himfelf  by  the  mo- 
fUrn  editors  of  his  f mailer  poems,     A  copy  of  this  mcidrigal^ 
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0»ntasning  mly  four  ftan%as  (the  \th  and  Sih  heiiig  vkintingjj 
^c^mpanied  with  the  firji  Jianxa  of  the  an/wer^  being  primted 
in  **  The   passionate  pilgrime,  and  Sonnets  to 

SUNDRY      NOTES     OF     MuSlCKE,      ly    Mr.    W1LLIA.M 

Shakespeare,  Lokd*  printed/or  W.  Iagoard,  1599.** 
Sn&irj-  ivas  thisfotmet^  tffc,  publtjbed  as  Sbakefpeare^s  in  his 
life-time,  ^ 

And  yet  there  is  good  reafon  to  belief  that  (not  Sbake^ 

^are^   but)   Christopher   MarI'Ow^  «i4;r0/«  ^be  fttng^ 

and  $ir  Walter  Raleigh  the  "  Nymph*s  Repfy:*^  For 

Jo  we  are  pojitively  affured  by  Ifatxc  Walton^  a  iMriter  of 

fome  credit,  who  his  inferted  them  both  in  his  Compleat 

Angler  ♦,  under  the  charaffer  of  ^*  that  fmootb  fong^ 

^*  nvhich  ivas  made  by  Kit,  Martow^    now  of  leqfi  fifty 

^^ years  ago;  and  ^  ,  •  an  Anfwer  to  it^  which  was  made 

**  by  Sir   fFal/er  Raleigh  in  his  younger  days.  •  •  •  Old^ 

^^  fajhioned  poetry^  but  choicely  good,**'-—^Italfopafidfor 

Marlotu^Ts  in  the  opinion  of  his  contemporaries  ;  for  in  the 

old  Poetical  Mi/cellaty,  intitled  England's  Helicon, 

//  is  printed  with  the  name  of  Chr.  Mzrlow  Jubjoijicd  to 

it ;  and  the  Reply  is  fubfcribed  Ignoto,   n»}bich  is  knvtm  to 

hanje  been  a  fignature  of  Sir  VVa!ter  Raleigh,     ffltb  the 

famefignature  Ignoto,  in  that  colleHim^  U  an  fmit^tioM  of 

Marrow's  beginning  thus  ; 

^'  Comb  linje  loith  me^  and- be  my  deetr^ 
**  And  tve  will  revel  all  the  year^ 
^^  In  plains  and  groves^  t^c,** 


Upon  the  whole  I  am  inclined  to  attribute  them  tp  Mar  LOW 
find  H.A LEIGH;  notiviihjianding  the  authority  of  Shake- 
fpeare's  Book  of  S.nnets,  For  it  is  well  known  that  as  he 
took  no  care  of  his  OTvn  compojitions ^  fo  was  he  utterly  r^- 
gardlefs  whatfpurious  things  nuere  fathered  upon  him*  Sir 
JOHN  Olocasile,  7'^^  London  pROOicALy  and  The 

♦  Tirjl  printed  in  the  y far  1653,  hut  probably  written  foo^  tirmbefort* 

York* 
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VoKKSHTRE  TsAGEDT,  ^vere  printed  witk  bis  name  at 
JitH  length  in  the  title-pages,  VL'Aile  At  was  living,  nvAicA 
yet  were  qfter^war^s  reje^ed  hy  his  firjl  editors  Hemingk 
and  CoNDBLL,  who  were  his  intimate friettds  (as  be  men^ 
tions  heth  in  his  will)^  and  therefore  no  doubt  had  good  au" 
tbority  for  Jetting  them  afide  *• 

Thejollowingfonnet  appears  to  have  been  (as  it  deferved) 
m  great  favourite  ivith  our  earlier  poets :  for^   befides  the 
imitation  above-mentioned^    another  is  to  be  foAnd  amoif^ 
Donkeys  Poems^  inlitled  *-  The  Bait f^*  beginning  tbm  : 

•*  Come  li've  nvitb  me^  and  be  my  love^ 
**  Aid  we  ivillfome  new  pleafures  prove 
«  Of  golden  fands,  Isfc.'' 

As  for  Chr.  Mar  low,  wJjo  vjas  in  high  r'pute  for  his 
Dramatic  loriiings^  he  Ufl  his  life  by  a  jlah  received  in  a 
brothel^  before  t/ui year  1593*     See  A.  If'ood,  /.  138. 

COME  live  with  me,  and  be  my  love^ 
And  we  wil  all  the  pleafures  prove 
That  hiU  and  vallies,  dale  and  field, 
And  all  the  craggy  mountains  yield. 

There  will  we  (If  upon  the  rocks,  .  5 

And  fee  the  fliepherds  feed  their  flocks. 
By  fliallow  rivers,  to  whofe  falls  . 
Melodious  birds  fing  madrigals. 


*  ^nre  the  alove  was  toritfenj  Aff.MALONfy  ^tb  his  ufual  dif* 
ttrmnentf  bath  reje&ed  tbejiamuu  in  queflien  ftom  the  other  fonnets,  ^c. 
•f  Shakefptarey  in  hit  eorreB  edition  of  the   Pas&ionaTX   P11.ORIM9 

There 
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There  will  I  make  thee  beds  of  rofeb 

With  a  thoufand  fVagrant  pofies,  to 

A  cap  of  flowers,  and  a  kirtle 

Imbrodered  all  with  leaves  of  mirtlc  1 

A  gown  made  of  the  fineft  wool. 
Which  from  our  pretty  lambs  we  pull ; 
Slippers  lin'd  choicely  for  the  cold  %  i{ 

With  buckles  of  the  pureft  goU  \ 

A  belt  of  draw,  and  Ivie  buds. 

With  coral  clafps,  and  amber^fluds  s 

And  if  thefe  pleafures  may  thee  move^ 

Then  live  with  me,  and  be  my  love.  m 

The  (hepherd  fvvalns  (hall  dance  and  (ing 
For  thy  delight  each  May  morning : 
If  thefe  delights  thy  mind  may  move. 
Then  live  with  pae,  and  be  my  love. 


The    Nymph*s  Reply. 

IF  that  the  World  and  Love  were  young. 
And  truth  in  every  ihepherd's  toung^ 
Thefe  pretty  pleafures  might  me  move 
To  live  with  thee,  and  be  thy  love* 

But  time  drives  flocks  from  field  to  fold,  5 

When  rivers  rage,  and  rocks  grow  cold, 

And 
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And  Philomel  becometh  dumb| 
And  all  complain  of  cares  to  come. 

The  flowers  do  fade,  and  wanton  fields 

To  wayward  winter  reckoning  yield  8  }^ 

A  honey  tongue,  a  heart  of  gall, 

In  fancies  fpring,  but  forrows  fall. 

Thy  gowns,  thy  (hoes,  thy  beds  of  rofcs, 
Thy  cap,  thy  kirtic,  and  thy  pofics, 
Soon  break,  foon  wither,  foon  forgotten,  ij 

In  folly  ripe,  in  reafon  rotten. 

Thy  bck  of  draw,  and  ivie  buds. 

Thy  coral  clafps,  and  amber  ftuds ; 

All  thefe  in  me  no  means  can  move 

To  ceme  to  thee,  and  be  thy  love.  ^9 

But  could  youth  lad,  and  love  ftill  breed, 
Had  joycs  no  date,  nor  age  no  need ; 
Then  thofe  delights  my  mind  might  move 
•JTo  live  with  thee,  and  be  thy  love. 


XIH. 
TITUS  ANDRONICUS's  COMPLAINT. 

'  The  reader  has  here  an  ancient  ballad  on  the  fame  fuhjtS 
m  the  play  ^  Titus  Andronicus,  and  it  is  pr9bable 
if/at  the  one  iiuas  borrowed  from  the  otAer:  but  vihich  of 

them 
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ihem  was  the  9riginaJy  it  is  not  eajy  to  iieciJe,  Andyit^  tf 
the  argument  offered  above  in  page  223,  for  the  priority  ^f 
the  ballad  of  the  ]iVf  of  Venice  rm^  be  admitted^  fome^ 
wiat  of  the  fame  kind  may  be  urged  here ;  for  this  ballad 
differs  from  the  play  in  fever al  particulars^  lohich  ajimpfe 
Ballad-^wri/er  'Seould  be  Iffs  likely  to  alter  than  an  inventive 
Tragedian,  Thus  in  the  ballad  is  no  mention  of  the  cwieft 
for  the  empire  between  the  t^vo  brothers^  4he  compofng  of 
which  makes  the  ungrateful  treatment  of  1^ iiv s  afterwards 
the  more  flagrant :  neither  is  there  any  notice  taken  of  hif 
facrifcing  one  of  Tamora*s  fons^  ijjhich  the  tragic  poet  has 
affigned  as  the  original  caufe  of  all  her  cruelties  In  the  play 
Titus  lofes  twenty  one  of  his  fans  in  ivar^  and  kills  anotl^r 
for  affifting  Baffianus  to  carry  off  Lavinia  :  the  reader  will 
find  it  different  in  the  ballad*  In  the  latter  Jhe  is  betrothed 
to  the  emperor'' s  fon :  in  the  play  to  his  brother.  In  the 
tragedy  only  Two  of  his  fons  fall  into  the  pity  and  the  Third 
being  banijiied  returns  to  Rome  'with  a  vihorious  army^  t4 
avenge  the  ^wrongs  of  his  houfe :  in  the  ballad  all  Three 
are  entrapped  andfuffer  death.  In  the  fcenp  the  Emperor 
kills  TrtuSy  and  is  in  return  flahbed  by  Titus^ s  fwvivingftmi 
Here  Titus  kills  the  Emperor^  and  afterwards  himfelf 

Let  the  Reader  'weigh  theft  circumftances  andfome  others 
nxjherein  he  'will  find  them  unlike^  and  then  pronounce  for 
himfelf. — After  ali^  there  is  reafon  to  conclude  that  this  play 
was  rather  improved  by  Shakefptare  fwith  a  few  fine  touches 
of  his  pen  t  than  originally  fwritten  by  him ;  for^  not  to  mention 
that  thefiyle  is  lejs  figurative  than  his  others  generally  are^ 
this  tragedy  is  mentioned  'with  difcredit  in  the  InduSlion  to 
Ben  Jonfon^s  Bartholomew  ^air,  in  1614.J  as  one  that 
had  then  been  exhibited  ^^  five  and  twenty  ^  or  thirty  years  :" 
which,  if  ive  take  the  loweft  number^  thrwjs  it  back  t^ 
the  year  15  89,  at  which  time  Shakefpeare  was  but  25  .•  att 
earlier  date  than  can  be  found  for  any  other  of  his  pieces  *  ; 

*  Mr.  Malohk  tbinhs  1501  to  he  the  ara  token  our  author  tom* 
meneed  a  Hvriterfor  thejiage.  See  in  his  Shakefp.  the  ingenious  "  Attempt 
"  /•  ajcertain  the  order  in  vhicb  thepluyx  of  Sb«Aefpeure  luere  'written.'* 

and 
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mnd  if  it  does  not  clemr  kirn  emtirefy  cf  iff  Jbews  at  Utfi  it 

nvas  afirft  attempt  *• 

The  following  is  given  fiom  a  copy  in  **  Tie  Golden 
*'  Garlant^"  intitled  as  above ;  compared  with  three  others ^ 
two  rf  them  in  black  Utter  in  the  Pepys  colleSthm^  tntitkd^ 
^'  The  Lamentable  and  Tragical  Hiftory  of  Titus  Andro^ 
•*  nicus.  l^c. — To  the  tune  of^  Fortune.  Printed  for  E» 
**  bright" — Unluckily  none  of  thefe  have  asy  dates. 


YOU  noble  minde,  and  famous  martiail  wight*^ 
That  in  deknce  of  native  country  fights. 
Give  care  tame,  that  ten  yeeres  fought  for  Rome, 
Yet  reapt  difgrace  at  my  returning  home« 

In  Rome  I  lived  in  fame  fulle  threefcore  yeeres,  j 

My  name  beloved  was  of  all  my  peeres ; 
Full  five  and  twenty  valiant  ibnnes  I  had, 
Whofe  forwarde  vertues  made  their  father  glad* 

For  when  Romes  foes  their  warlike  forces  bent, 
Againft  them  flille  my  fonnes  and  I  were  fent ;  lo 

Againft  the  Goths  full  ten  yeeres  weaiy  warre 
We  fpent,  receiving  many  a  bloudy  fcarre. 

Juft  two  and  twenty  of  my  fonnes  were  flaine 
Before  we  did  retorne  to  Rome  againe  : 
Of  five  and  twenty  fonnes,  I  brought  but  three  15 

Alive,  the  ilately  towers  of  Rome  to  fee* 

*  Sinu  the  abafvt  ^was  ivritU/tf  Sbakefpeare*s  memory  has  been  fully 
vindicated  from  the  cbatge  of  'writing  the  abvoe  flay  hy  the  heft  eritieis. 
See  what  has  been  urged  hy  Stakveks  and  Mai^oMS  in  their  excellent 
editioni  of  ShaJkeJjfsaref  <Sfc» 

When 
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When  wars  were  done,  I  conqueft  home  did  bridg» 
And  did  prefent  my  prifoners  to  the  king, 
The  queene  of  Goths,  her  Tons,  and  eke  a  moorci 
Which  did  fuch  murders,  like  was  nere  before*         a# 

The  emperonr  did  make  this  queene  his  wife. 
Which  bred  in  Rome  debate  and  deadlie  flrife ; 
The  moore,  with  her  two  fonnes  did  growe  foe  proud^ 
That  none  like  them  in  Rome  might  bee  allowd. 

The  mbore  {be  pleas'd  this  new-made  emprefs'  ei^   a$ 
That  flie  confented  to  him  fecretlye 
For  to  abufe  her  huibands  marriage  bed. 
And  foe  in  time  a  blackamore  die  bred. 

Then  (he,  whofe  thoughts  to  ratjrder  were  incltnde, 
Confented  with  the  moore  of  bloody  minde  30. 

Againft  my^elfe,  my  kin,  and  all  my  friendes, 
In  cruell  fort  to  bring  them  to  their  endes. 

Soe  when  in  age  I  thought'to  live  in  peace, 
Both  care  and  griefe  bc^ari  then  to  increafe: 
Amongft  my  fonnes  I  had  one  daughter  bright,  3  j 

Which  joy*d,  and  pleafed  be  ft  my  aged  fight ; 

My  deare  Lavinia  was  betrothed  than 
To  Cefars  foone,  a  yoang  and  noble  man  s 
Who  in  a  hunting  by  the  eroperours  wife. 
And  her  two  fonnes,  bereaved  was  of  11^      -        40 

He 


4.' 
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He  being  flaine^  was  cail  in  cruel  wife,   * 

Into  a  darkfonie  den  from  light  of  ikies:  ^     "^  "A" 

The  Crt3t\l  moore  did  come  that  way  as  then 

With  my  three  tonnes,  who  fell  into  the  den* 

The  nnoore  then  fetch t  the  eitiperour  tVith  fpeed,       4| 
For  to  accufe  them  of  that  murderous  deed ; 
And  when  my  fonnes  within  the  den  were  found/ 
In  wroogfuil  prifon  they  were  call  and  bound. 

But  nowe,  behold !  what  wounded  mod  my  mind. 
The  empreffes  two  fonnes  of  favage  kind  5© 

My  daughter  ravilhed  without  remorfei 
And  took  away  her  honour,  quite  perforce* 

Wheti  they  hjd  tailed  of  foe  fweete  a  flowre^ 
l^earing  this  fwcetc  fliouid  fliortly  turnc  to  fowre. 
They  cutt  her  tongue,  whereby  (he  could  not  tell     5  j 
How  that  diihonoure  unto  her  befell. 


Then  both  her  hands  they  bafely  cutt  ofF  quite,- 
Whereby  their  wickedneiTe  flie  could  not  write; 
Nor  with  her  needle  on  her  fa m pier  fowe 
The  bioudye  workers  of  her  direfall  woe. 


My  brother  Marcus  found  her  in  the  wood. 
Staining  the  grailie  ground  with  purple  bloud^ 
That  trickled  from  her  ilumpes,  and  bloudleife  afrmes  : 
Noe  tongue  at  all  (lie  had  to  tell  her  harrnes* 

But 
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liut  when  I  fawe  her  in  that  woefull  cafe^  6  j 

With  teares  of  bloud  I  wet  mine  aged  faces 

For  my  Lavinia  I  lamented  more 

Then  for  my  two  and  twenty  fonnes  before* 


When  as  I  fawe  ihe  could  not  write  nor  fpeake^ 
With  grief  mine  aged  heart  began  tobreake; 
We  fpred  an  heape  of  fand  upon  the  ground. 
Whereby  thofe  blpudy  tyrants  out  we  found* 


For  with  a  ftaffe,  without  the  heipe  of  hand^ 

She  writt  thefe  wordes  upon  the  plat  of  (and  s 

"  The  luftfull  fonnes  of  the  proud  emper^fle  7$ 

'^  Are  doers  of  this  hateful  wickedn^ffe*'^ 

t  tore  the  milk*white  hairs  from  oflf  mine  head^ 

I  curd  the  houre,  wherein  I  firil  was  bred. 

I  wi(ht  this  hand)  that  fought  for  Gountrie*s  fame. 

In  cradle  rockt^  had  firft  been  ilroken  lame.  to 

The  moore  delighting  ftill  in  villainy 

Did  faVy  to  fete  my  fonnes  from  prifon  firee 

I  ihould  unto  the  king  my  right  hand  give. 

And  then  my  three  imprifoned  fonnes  ihould  live. 

« 

The  moore  I  caus'd  to  Urike  it  off  with  fpeede,         t  j 
Whereat  t  grieved  not  to  fee  it  bleed^ 
But  for  my  ibnnes  would  Willingly  impart. 
And  for  their  ranfome  fend  my  bleeding  heart* 
Vou  I.  R  But 
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But  as  my  life  did  linger  thus  in  paine, 
They  fent  to  me  my  bootlefTe  hand  againe,  90 

And  therewithal  the  heades  of  my  three  fonnes. 
Which  EM  my  djring  heait  wi&  freflier  moacieff* 

Then  pad  reliefe  I  npp  and  downe  did  goe^ 

And  with  my  tears  writ  in  the  duft  my  woe: 

1  ihot  my  arrowes  *  to^^'ards  hearen  hie,  95 

And  for  revenge  to  hell  did  often  crye. 

The  emprefle  then,  thinking  that  I  was  mad. 
Like  furies  fhe  and  both  her  fonnes  were  clad, 
(She  nam'd  Revenge,  and  Rape  and  Murder  they) 
To  undermine  and  heare  what  I  would  fay.  icd 

I  fed  their  foolifh  veines  f  a  certaine  fpace, 
Untill  my  friendes  did  find  a  ferret  place. 
Where  both  tier  fonnes  unto  a  poft  were  bound, 
And  juft  revenge  in  cruell  fort  was  found. 

I  cut  their  throates,  my  daughter  held  the  pan         xoj 
Betwixt  her  flumpes,  wherein  the  bloud  it  ran : 
And  th^n  I  ground  their  bones  to  powder  froal). 
And  made  a  pafte  ibr  pyes  flreight  therewithal!. 


'^  ^  the  halladwas  written  before  the  playy  IJbmtli  juppofe  thir  to  U 
wnfy  a  metepborieal  exfrejfiony  taken  from  that  in  the  Vjalmi^  *«  Th^ 
/hot  cut  their  arnwSf  even  bitter  'words."    Pf.  64.  3. 

f  /.  f,  encouraged  them  in  their  fooUfi  humours,  •rfsneiit, 

..    Then 
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^h)sn  with  their  flelhe  I  made  tw^  mighty  py^s, 
And  at  a  banquet  fervde  in  (lately  wife :  no 

Before  the  emprefle  fet  this  loathfome  meat ; 
So  of  her  fonnes  own  flefli  (he  well  did  eati 

Myfelfe  bereaVd  my  daughter  then  of  lifet 

The  emprefle  then  I  (lewe  with  bioudy  knife, 

And  fiabb'd  the  emperour. immediatelie^  lif 

And  then  myfelf  s  crcn  foe  did  Titus  die^ 

Jhen  thii  revengfe  againft  the  Moarc  was  found. 

Alive  they  fett  him  halfe  into  the  gi^und. 

Whereas  he  flood  uniill  fuch  time  be  fiarvM. 

And  foe  God  fend  all  mufderers  may  be  ferv'd*      1^6 


TAKE    THOSE    LIPS    AWAV. 

T^Jrfi  fianza  ^  this  UuU  finnety  Hohich  an  eminent 
triiic  *jufily  admires  for  its  extreme fmeetnefs^  is  found  in 
&hakefpeare*s  Measure  fo«  Measure,  A.  4,  fc.  i, 
Botk  theftan%as  are  prejerued  in  Seaum.  and  F/etcAer*s 
Bloody  BaoxH^R,  A*  j,  fc.  2.  ^e^el and  Gitdon  iuwe 
printed  it  ampng  Skakef^are'sfmalkr  foems^  hut  they  have 
done  the  fame  ly  twenty  other  pieces  that  were  never  writ 
fyiim,  their  hooh  hemg  a  vtretched  heap  of  indceurades 
ami  mi/lakes.  It  is  notfmnd  in  Jaggard's  M  eiUtion  if 
Shah^peare*s  ?A%s  ion  AT  B.  Pilgrim  f,  ^c. 

*  Dr.  fFarhtirtm  in  bU  Sbaiefp. 

^t  /^^-  Ma/one,  in  his  improved  edition  of  SbakefpeareU  SoirvxTf. 

Jc.iMbMittitid  thisinfieadof  J^rU^'s  Madrigal,  printed abwe\ 
for  wbieb  be  batb  afigned rea/ons,  nvbidi>  tbe  R^dtr  may,feeiniis  VoL 
.Xf*340i  '^■^ 

R  »  TAKJi; 
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TAKE,  oh  take  thofe  lips  away, 
Tliat  fo  fwectlye  were  forfwornc  ; 
And  thofe  eyes,  the  breake  of  day. 

Lights,  that  do  mifleade  the  morne; 
But  my  kifles  bring  againe, 
Seales  of  love>  but  ieaJ'd.in  vaine. 


Hide,  oh  hide  thofe  hills  of  fnowe. 

Which  thy  frozen  bofom  beares^ 
On  whofe  tops  the  pinkes  that  growe^ 

Are  of  thofe  that  April  wears  s  !• 

But  hr&  fet  my  poor  heart  free, 
Bouad  in  thofe  icy  chains  by  thee* 


XV. 
KING  LEIR  AND  HIS  THREE  DAUGHTERS. 

9'Ae  Reader  has  here  an  ancient  ballad  on  thefuhjeB  of 
King  Lear,  which  (as  a  fenfihle female  critic  has  well 
9hfer*ued  *)  iedrs  fo  exa^  an  analogy  to  the  argument  of 
Sbakefpeare*s  flayt  that  his  having  copied  it  could  not  pe 
doubtedy  if  it  nutre  certain^  that  it  nioas  written  before  the 
tragedy.  Here  is  found  the  hint  if  Lear*s  madnefs,  which 
the  old  chronicles  f  do  not  mention^  as  alfo  the  extravagant 
cruelty  exercifed  on  him  by  his  daughters*     In  the  death  ff 

*  Mrs.  Lifutox,     Shaiefpeare  illufiMted^  Vd.  lit  f,  ^oa. 
f  Ste  Jfffoy  if  Monmouth,  iMing/h*d^  ^t,  vfU  rdafo  LeirU  htfiwy 
in  many  rtJoeSi*  the  fame  as  the  bat/sd, 

.  Lear 
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Lkvr  they  lUtmiJe  very  exa^fy  coincide » — Tbemisfhrtwk  tx, 
thit  there  is  nothing  t9  ajfift  us  in  ■  afcertaimng  the  date  if 
the  ballad  but  nvhat  little  evidence  ari/es  from  'within ;  this 
the  Reader  muft  wtigh  and  judge  for  him/elf. 

It  may  be  proper  to  obferve^  that  Shakefpeare  tvasnot  the 

firft  of  our  Dramatic  Poets  tvho  ^tted  the  Story  of  LKIR  to 

the  Stage.     His  firjt  4/0  edition  is  dated  i6d8  ;  but  three 

years  before  that  had  been  printed  a  play  intitled^  *'  The 

*^^irue  Chronicle  Hifory  of  Leir  and  his  three  daughters 

*'  Gonorilly  Ragofty  and  Cordelia^  04  it  hath  been  divers 

*^  and furtdry  times  lately  a^edy   160^,  4/©.** — This  is  a 

very  poor  and  dull  performance^  but  happily  excited  Shake' 

fpeare  to  undertake  the  fubjeSt^  vjhich  he  has  given  ituith 

very  different  incidents.     It  is  remarkable^  that  neither  the 

eircum/lances  of  Leirf  madnefs^  nor  his  retinue  of  afeleS 

number  of  knight s^  nor  the  offering  deaths  of  Cordelia  and 

Leir^  are  found  in  that  firjl  dramatic  piece  :  in  all  which 

Shake/peare  concurs  with  this  ballad. 

But  to  form  a  true  jur/gement  of  Shakefpeare^  s  merit  ^  the 
curious  Reader  Jhould  caji  his  eye  over  that  previous  Jketch  ; 
which  he  nvill  find  printer  at  the  end  of  the  TwENxr 
pLAYS^  Shakefpeare^  rfpublijhedjrom  the  auarto  impref 
fans  by  George  Steevens,  Efq\  withfuca  elegance  and 
exoHnefs  as  led  us  to  expe^  that  fine  edition  of  all  the  works 
of  our  great  Dramatic  Pfety  which  he  hath  finee  pub' 
li/ied. 

The  following  Ballad  if  given  from  an  ancient  copy  in  the 
«*  Golden  Garland,"  bl  let.  intitled^  «*  A  lamentable  f^g  of 
•*  the  Death  of  King  Lear  and  his  Thrte  Daughters.  Tq 
••  the  tune  of  When  flying  Fame'* 

KING  Leir  once  ruled  ia  this  land 
With  princely  power  and  peace; 
And  had  all  things  with  hearts  coateoty 
That  might  hi»  joys  increafe* 

R  3  AmoQgft 
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«  Amongft  thofe  thiag^  that  nature 
Three  daughters  fair  had  he, 
80  princely  feeming  beautifdl. 
As  fairer  could  Dot  be'. 


$0  on  a  time  it  pleas'd  the  king 

A  queftion  thus  to  move,  :0^ 

Which  of  his  daughters  to  his  grace 

Could  (hew  the  deareft  love :' 
For  to  my  age  you  bring  content. 

Quoth  het  then  let  me  hear. 
Which  of  you  three  in  plighted  troth  f  | 

The  kindeft  will  appear* 

To  whom  the  eldefl  thus  began ; 

Dear  lather,  mind,  quoth  fhe. 
Before  your  face,  to  do  you  good, 
.    My  blood  (hall  rendered  be :  40 

And  for  your  fake  my  bleeding  heart 

Shall  here  be  cut  in  twain, 
Ere  that  I  fee  your  reverend  zgfi 

The  ibaaUell  grief  fqfiain. 

And  fo  will  I,  the  fepond  faic)  |  «j( 

.  Dear  father,  for  your  (kke, 
The  worft  of  all  extremitiea 

ril  gently  undertake: 
Apd  ferve  your  highnefs  night  and  iiaf 
Y{\th  dili^^nce  and  loye  |  30 

That 
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That  fweet  ^xmtCDt  and  quietcv^ 
Difcomfortt  may  xemove. 

In  doing  fo,  you  iflad  fny  foul^ 

The  aged  king  rqpiy*di 
But  what  fayft  thout  my  youugeft  giA^  jj 

How  is  thy  love  atiy*d  ? 
Aly  love  (ijuoth  young  Cordelia  then) 

Which  to  your  grace  I  owe» 
Shall  be  the  duty  of  a  child^ 

And  that  is  aU  rU  ibow4  4m 

And  wilt  thou  (hew  no  inore^  qnolh  ticf,  ^  * 

Than  doth  d»y  duty  bind  ? 
I  well  perceive  thy  love  is  fmali« 

When  as  no  more  I  find. 
Henceforth  I  Jbaniih  thee  my  cpurtj  4  j 

Thou  art  no  child  of  mine ; 
Kor  any  part  of  this  my  lealia 

By  favour-fliall  be  thine. 

Thy  elder  filters  loves  axe  moso 

Than  well  I  can  demand^  J^ 

To  whom  I  equally  beftow 

My  kingdome  and  my  land^ 
My  pompal  ilate  and  all  my  goods^ 

That  lovingly  I  may 
With  thofe  thy  Mers  be  maintained  5  $ 

Until  my  dying  day« 

R  4  Thus 


/ 
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Thus  flattering  Tpeedies  won  renown. 

By  thefe  two  fifters  here ; 
The  third  had  caufelefs  baniihment, 

Yet  was  her  love  more  dears  60 

For  poor  Cordelia  patiently 

Went  wandring  up  and  down, 
Unhe)p'd,  unpity'd,  gentle  maid. 

Through  many  an  £ngliih  townt 

Untill  at  IzHt  in  famous  France  6  j 

She  gentler  fortunes  found ;      - 
Thoiigh  poor  and  bare,  yet  (he  was  deem'd 

The  £iireft  on  the  ground  $ 
Where  when  the  king  her  virtues  heaid| 

And  this  fair  lady  feen,  7% 

With  fiili  confent  of  all  his  court 

He  made  his  wife  and  queen^ 

> 

Her  fiither  king  Lear  this  while 

With  his  two  daughters  ftaid  t 
Forgetful  of  their  promisM  loves,  y^ 

Full  foen  the  fame  decayed ; 
And  living  in  queen  Ragan's  cour^ 

The  elded  of  the  twain, 
She  took  firom  him  his  chiefeft  me90S| 

And  moft  of  aU  his  train,  '  89 


For  whereas  twenty  men  were  wont 
To  wait  with  bended  knee  i 


She 


i^t 
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She  gave  allowance  but  to.  teti^ 

And  after  fcarce  to  three : 
Nay,  one  fhe  thought  too  much  for  him  s     .     S  j 

So  took  Ihe  ail  away. 
In  hope  thatin  her  court,  good  king. 

He  would  no  longer  flay. 

Am  I  rewarded  thus,  quoth  he, 

In  giving  all  I  have  99 

Unto  my  children,  and  to  beg 

For  what  I  lately  gave  ? 
I'll  go  unto  my  Gonorell  z 

My  fecond  child,  I  know. 
Will  be  more  kind  and  pitiful,  9^ 

And  will  relieve  my  woe. 

Full  faft  he  hies  then  to  her  court  | 

Where  when  {he  heard  his  moan 
Retnrn'd  him  anfwer,  That  ihe  griev'd. 

That  all  his  means  were  gone  s  109 

But  no  w^y  could  relieve  his  wants  | 

Yet  if  that  he  would  ftay 
Within  her  Kitchen,  he  ihould  have 

What  fcullioQS  gave  away. 

When  he  had  heard,  with  bitter  tears,  io{ 

He  made  his  anfwer  then ; 
In  what  [  did  let  me  be  made 

Example  to  ail  men* 


/" 
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I  will  return  agfl'tn,  quoth  li«» 

Unto  my  Ragsm*ii  court;  xx« 

Sbe  will  not  life  me  thu8|  I  hopc^ 

But  in  a  kinder  fortk 


*'t)ti\t%r'.\i'.t 


Where  when  he  came,  ihe  gave 

To  drive  lum  thence  away  t 
When  he  was'well  within  her  court  *    Xl{ 

(She  faid)  he  would  not  flay. 
Then  back  again  to  Gonorell^ 

The  woeful  king  did  hie, 
That  in  her  kitchen  he  might  have 

What  fcullioi]^  boys  fet  by.  x  ao 

But  there  of  that  lie  was  deny'd, 

Which  file  had  promis'd  late  $ 
For  once  refufing,  he  ihould  no^ 

Come  after  to  her  gate. 
Thus  twist  his  daughters,  for  relief  i  a  $ 

He  wandred  up  and  down ; 
Being  glad  to  feed  on  beggars  food. 

That  lately  wore  a  crown. 

And  calling  to  remembrance  then 

His  youngeft  daughters  wordsj  130 

That  ftid  the  duty  of  a  chikl 

Was  all  that  love  affords : 
But  doubting  to  repair  to  her. 

Whom  he  had  baniih'd  fo^ 
c  Grew 
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Crew  fraptick  mad ;  fonmimtBSuA  13$ 

He  bore  the  woundi  of  wo«  s 

Which  made  him  i^nd  hti  millMrfaiie  lock% 
t    And  trefei  from  hil  h^ad^ 
And  all  with  blood  beftain  hia  t\aA$^ 

With  age  alid  honour  i^iread*  S40 

To  hilb  and  woods  and  watfjf  tomt$% 

He  made  his  hourly  moan. 
Till  hills  and  woods,  and  feniloft  thiiq^ 
.     Did  feem  to  figh  and  groam 

Even  thus  pofleft  with  dtfeontetits^  14^ 

He  pafled  o're  to  France, 
In  hopes  from  fair  Cordelia  there. 

To  find  fome  gentler  chances 
Moft  virtuous  darnel  which  when  Ihe  betnl 

Of  this  her  father's  grief,  t  j9 

As  duty  bound,  fiie  quick^  fimt  - 

Him  comfort  and  idief : 

And  by  a  train  of  noble  peer% 

In  braye  ihd  gallant  fort. 
She  gave  in  charge  he  (hould  be  btotig^  I  j$ 

To  Aganippua'  court; 
Whofe  royal  king^  with  noble  mind 

So  freely  gave  confent, 
1*0  mufier  up  his  knights  at  arm% 

To  fame  and  courage  bent*  tfo 
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And  fo  to  England  came  with  fpeed,  ^ 

To  repofTdTe  king  Letr, 
And  drive  his  daughters  from  their  thrones  * 

ff  U8  Cordelia  dear. 
Where  flie,  true-hearted  aobk  queen»  <  x6( 

Was  i^  the  battel  flain  t 
c ;  ;  Yet  he  good  kipg,  in  his  old  days^ 

Pofleil  ^is  crown  again. 

Bnt  w}icii  he  h^rd  Coidelia'a  death, 

Who  died  indeed  for  love  x;% 

Of  her  dear  father,  in  whofe  caufe 
:  •  I     She  did  this  battle  noove ; 
He  fwooning  fell  upon  her  breaft. 

From  whence  he  never  parted : 
But  on  her  bofom  left  bis  life»  i^^ 

"Shat  was  fo  truly  hearted* 

The  lords  and  nobles  when  they  faw 

The  end  of  thefe  events. 
The  other  fillers  unto  death 

They  doomed  by  confents ;  18% 

And  being  dead,  their  crowns  they  left 

Unjo  the  next  of  kin: 
Tbus  have  you  feen  the  fall  of  pride. 

And  diftbedient  fin.  ' 
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•  » 

YOUTH    AND    AGE, 

'is  found  in  the  little  cotteffion  if  Shake/pearls  5#«« 
netsy  intitled  /^^  Passionate  PilgriMe  %  the greattjt 
part  of  which  feemi  to  relate  to  the  amours  of  Venus  and 
Adonis^  being  little  effufions  of  fancy ^  pr^abl/ ^written 
nvhile  he  luas  compofing  his  larger  Poem  oft  thatfubje&n 
The  following  feems  intended  for  the  mouth  of  Venus^ 
'weighing  the  comparative  merits  of  youthful  Adonis  and 
aged  Vulcan.  In  the  "  Garland  of  Good  Iflir  it  is  rr- 
printed f  with  the  addition  (f  IV  more  fuih  Jian»aA^  ini 
evidently  ^written  hy  a  meaner  fen* 

CRABBED  Age  and  Youth 
Cannot  live  togeiher; 
Youth  is  fiill  of  pleafance. 

Age  is  full  of  care : 
Youth  like  fummer  inorn,  ^ 

Age  like  winter  weather, 
Youth  like  fummer  brave, 

Age  like  winter  bare  s 
Youth  is  full  of  fport, 
Ages  breath  is  fhort;  x% 

^  <  *  Mtntimud  ahcve^  Song  XL  B,  II, 

Youth 


\ 
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Youth  is  nimble,  Age  is  lame  9 
Youth  is  hot  and  bold, 
Age  18  weak  and  cold ; 

Youth  18  wild,  and  Age  is  tame^ 
Age,  I  do  abhor  thee,  i  j 

Youth,  I  do  adore  thee  t 

O,  my  love,  my  lore  is  young  t 
Age,  I  do  delie  thee ; 
Oh  fweet  (l}epheard,  hie  thee, 

For  methinks  thou  flayft  too  long*  2II 

*»*  See  Malome's  Shaie/f.  Foh  X.f.  325^ 


ITHE  FROLTCKSOME  DUKE,  OR  THE 
TINKER'S  GOOD  FORTUNE. 

^he  following  ballad  is  upon  the  fame  fuhje^^  as  the 
Induction  to  Shakefpeare^s  Taming  of  the  Shrew: 
nubether  it  may  be  thought  to  hafve  foggefteJ  the  hint  to  thi 
fhamatic  poety  or  is  mt  rather  rf  later  date^  the  readet 
mufi  determine 

I'hejiory  is  told*  of  Philip  the  Good,  Duke  of  Bur^ 
gundy :  And  is  thus  related  by  an  old  Englijk  writer:  **  7X^ 
**faid  Duke,  at  the  marriage  if  Eleonora^  fijier  to  the  king 
**  of  Portugall,  at  Bruges  in  Flandars^  nfJhick  nA)as  folem* 
•*  nifed  in  the  deepe  of  nxjinter}  when  as  hy  reqfon  rf  un^ 
"** /eafonable  weather  be  could  neither  haijoke  nor  hunty  and 

•  Bi  Ludou,  Veues  in  BpiJ,  &  by  Pont,  Batten  J^rum  BurgwuL  I*  4^ 
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**'«a;<j/  now'tired  with  cardfj  diee^  fefc.  dndfuch  father  d$* 
**' mefiici  Jportij  •r  fdjee  ladies  dance;  'mith fime  of  ktt 
*'  fowrtiers^  he  wwld  in  the  evening  walie  dijgui/ed  aU 
**  aiout  the  towne^  It  Jo  fortuned^  as  he  nvas  walking 
**  late  one  pight^  he  found  a  country  felhrtu  dead  drunke^ 
*^fnorting  on  a  hidke ;  he  eattfed  his  followers  to  bring  hint 
•*  to  his  palace f  and  there  ftripping  him  of  his  old  clothes^ 
•*  and  attyring  him  cfter  toe  court  fa/kioUy  when  h^ 
•*  nvaietied^  he  and  they  were  all  ready  to  attend  upon  his 
**  excellency y  and  perfuade  him  that  he  was  fome great  Duke» 
*•  The  poor  fellow  admiring  hotv  he  came  thercy  wasfer*ved 
^  in  fate  all  day  long:  after  fupper  he  faixj  them  dance^ 
^  heard  muficke^  and  all  the  rejl  of  thofe  court4ike  pka^ 
"  fures :  hut  late  at  nighty  when  he  was  'well  tipledy  and 
'*  again  fafl  afkepey  they  put  on  his  old  robes,  andfo  com^ 
•*  veyed  him  to  the  place,  where  they  frfi  found  him»  Noia 
•*  thefellonv  had  not  made  themfo  good  f port  the  din  before^ 
**ashe  did  now,  when  he  returned  to  himfelf:  all  thejefi 
••  njjas  to  fee  how  he  looked  upon  it.  In  conclufiouy  after 
^^fome  little  admiration,  the  poore  man  told  his  friends  be 
*•  had  feen  a  'vifion ;  conftantly  believed  it ;  would  not 
^<  otherwife  be  perfuadedy  andfo  thejeft  ended.**  Burt$n*i 
•*  Anatomy  (f  Melancholy^  Pt,  IL  feSl.  a.  Memb.  4.  %d^ 
Ed,  1624,  fol. 

This  ballad  is  given  from  a  black-letter  copy  in  the  Pepys 
(olleSiony  which  is  in  titled  as  above  *  **  To  the  tune  of 
«*  Fond  boy.** 

NOl^as  famedoes  report  ayoungdukekeepsacourt; 
One  that  pleafes  his  fancy  with  frolickfomefportt 
But  amongd  all  the  r6ft,  hsre  is  one  I  proteil^ 
Which  will  make  you  to  fniile  when  you  hear  the  true  jefts 
A  poor  tinker  he  found,  lying  drunk  on  the  ground^  $ 
A8  iecure  in  a  deep  as  if  laid  in  a  fwound* 

The 


■••"**  *f   ^ 
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The  duke  faid  to  his  men,  William,  Richard,  and  Beftf 
Take  him  home  to  my  palace,  we'll  fport  with  him  then4 
0*er  a  horfe  he  was  laid,  and  with  care  foon  convey'd 
To  the  palace,  altho*  he  was  poorly  arraiM:  la 

Then  they  ilript  off  his  cloaths,  both  his  iliirt|  fhoes  and 

hofe. 
And  they  put  him  to  bed  for  to  tstke  his  repofe* 


Having  piill'd  off  his  ihirt,  which  was  all  over  durt. 
They  did  give  him  clean  holland,  this  was  no  great  hurt  t 
On  a  bed  of  foft  down,  like  a  lord  of  renown,  i  j 

They  did  lay  him  to  fleep  the  drink  out  cf  hid  crown* 
In  the  morning  when  day,  then  admiring  he  lay^ 
For  to  fee  the  rich  chamber  both  gaudy  and  gay^ 

Now  he  lay  fomething  late,  in  his  rich  bed  of  flate^ 
Till  at  lad  knights  and  fquires  they  on  him  did  wait;    20$ 
And  the  chamberling  bare,  then  did  iikewife  declare, 
He  defir'd  to  know  what  apparel  heM  ware: 
The  poor  tinker  amaz'd,  on  the  gentleman  gazM^ 
And  admired  how  he  to  this  honour  was  rais'd* 

Tho'  he  feem'd  fomething  mute,  yet  he  chofe  a  rich  fuit» 
Which  he  ftraitways  put  on  without  longer  difpute ;  a6 
With  a  ftar  on  his  fide,  which  the  tinker  offt  ey'd. 
And  it  feem'd  for  to  fwell  him  *  no'  little  with  pride; 
Tor  he  faid  to  himfelf,  Where  is  Joan  my  fweet  wife  ? 
$ttre  ihe  never  did  fee  me  fo  fine  in  her  life*  30 

From 
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Prom  a  convenient  place,  the  right  duke  his  good  graoe 
Did  obferve  his  behaviour  in  every  cafe* 
To  a  garden  of  ilate,  on  the  tinker  they  waif, 
Trumpets  founding  before  him :  thought  he,  this  is  great « 
Where  an  hour  or  two,  pleafant  walks  he  did  view,   35 
With  commanders  and  fqulres  in  fcarlet  and  blew. 

A  fine  dinner  was  dre(^,  both  for  him  and. his  guells» 
He  was  placM  at  the  table  above  all  the  rei)*. 
In  a  rich  chair  *  or  bed,*  lin'd  with  fine  crimfoo  red. 
With  a  rich  golden  canopy  over  his  head :  40 

As  he  fat  at  his  meat,  the  mufick  play'd  fweet. 
With  the  choiceit  of  finging  his  joys  to  compleat* 

While  the  tinker  did  dine,  he  had  plenty  of  wine^ 

Rich  canary  with  ilierry  and  tent  fuperfine. 

Like  a  right  honeft  foul,  faitb,  he  took  off  his  bowl,  4$ 

Till  at  laft  he  began  for  to  tumble  and  ro«l 

From  his  chair  to  the  floor^  where  heileepingdid  fnore. 

Being  feven  times  drunker  than  ever  before* 

Then  the  duke  did  ordain,  they  ihould  firip  him  amain^ 
And  reftore  him  his  old  leather  garments  again :  jo 
*Twas  a  point  next  the  worft,  yet  perform  it  they  mu(t. 
And  they  carryM  him  ftrait,  where  they  found  him  at  firft; 
Then  he  (lept  all  the  night,  as  indeed  well  he  might ; 
But  when  he  did  waken,  his  joys  took  their  flight* 

Vol.  I. .  S  For 
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For  his  glory  *  to  him'  fo  pleafant  did  feemy  5$ 

That  he  thought  it  to  be  but  a  meer  golden  dream ; 
Till  at  length  he  was  brought  to  tbe  duke^  where  he  fought 
For  a  panlony  as  fearing  he  had  fet  him  at  nought; 
But  his  highnefs  he  faid,  Thou'rt  a  jolly  bold  blade. 
Such  a  frelick  before  I  think  never  was  plaid.  60' 

Then  his  highnefs  bcfpokc  hkti  a  new  fuit  and  doak. 
Which  he  gave  for  the  fake  of  this  frolickfome  joak ; 
Nay,  and  fiw-hundred  pound,  with  ten  acres  of  ground^ 
Thou  ihalt  never,  iaid  he,  range  the  counteries  round. 
Crying  old  brafs  to  mead,  for  1*11  be  thy  good  i^end,  6^ 
Nay,  and  Joan  thy  fweet  wife  fiiall  my  duchefs  attend. 

Then  the  tinker  replyM,.  What  f  mufi  Joan  my  fweet  bridr 
Be  a  lady  in  chariots  of  pleafure  to  ride? 
Muft  we  have  gold  and  land  ew^ry  day  at  command  ? 
Then  I  fliali  be  a  fquire  I  well  underitand :  79 

Well  I  thank  your  good  grace,  and  your  loTe  I  embrace^ 
1  was  never  before  in  fo  happy  a  cafe. 


XVH.   THB 
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XVIII. 
THE  FRIAR  OF  ORDERS  GRAY. 

Otfperfed  thro^  Shakejpeare*s  plays  are  innumerahU  little 
fragments  of  ancient  ballads^  the  entire  copies  of  *wbich 
could  not  he  recovered.  Man/  of  tbefe  being  of  the  mo/t 
beautiful  and  pathetic  fmplicity^  the  Editor  was  tempted  to 
feleSfome  of  them^  and  with  afew  fuppUmental flan%as  t^ 
'  conned  them  together ^  andftfrm  them  into  d  little  talb, 
which  is  herejubmiited  to  the  Header* s  candor. 

One  fmall  fragment  was    take^  from  Beaumont  and 
Fletcher. 

IT  was  a  fnar  of  orders  gray 
Walkt  forth  to  tell  his  beades  % 
And  he  met  with  a  lady  faire 
Clad  In  a  pilgrime's  weedes. 

Now  Chrift  thee  fave,  thou  reverend  friar,         | 

I  pray  thee  tell  to  me^ 
If  ever  at  yon  holy  (hrine 

My  true  love  thou  didft  fee. 

S  z  And 
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And  bow  fliould  I  know  your  true  lore 
From  many  another  one  ?  I# 

O  by  his  cockle  hat^  and  ftaflT, 
And  by  his  fandal  ihoooe  *• 


Bat  chiefly  by  his  face  and  mieo^ 
That  were  fo  fair  to  view ; 

Hit  flaxen  locks  that  fweetly  currd. 
And  eyne  of  lovely  blue. 


O  lady,  he  is  dead  and  gone ! 

Lady^  be*s  dead  and  gone ! 
And  at  his  head  a  green  grafs  turfe. 

And  at  hia  heels  a  ilone*  ^ 

Within  theie  holy  cloyfters  long 

He  laoguiflity  and  he  dyed, 
Lamenting  of  a  ladyes  love. 

And  'playning  of  her  pride* 

Here  bore  him  barefac'd  on  bis  bief  2.^ 

Six  proper  youths  and  tall. 
And  many  a  tear  bedew'd  his  gravf 

Within  yon  kirk-yard  wall. 

*  7T>efe  are  the  eliJtiHguiflking  marks  of  a  Tilgriwh  The  chief  f  Urn 
%f  devotion  being  heyond  fea^  the  fiigrims  vwe  ttwU  to  put  ctkkle'Jkeiit 
in  their  l>ats  to  denote  the  intention  or  ferfirmanet  ef  tbtir  devotion, 
irarb.  Sbaiteff.  Vol.  riJl  /.  124. 

AM 
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And  art  thou  dead,,  thou  gentle  youth  T 
And  art  thou  dead  and  gone !  30 

And  didft  thou  dye  for  love  of  me  I 
Break,  cruel  heart  of  ftone  1   ^ 

O  weep  not,  lady,  weep  not  foe ; 

Some  ghoilly  comfort  feek  s 
Let  not  vain  forrow  rive  thy  hearty  3  j 

Ne  teares  bedew  thy  cheek. 

O  do  not,  do  not,  holy  fi  iar. 

My  forrow  now  improve; 
For  I  have  loft  the  fsvecteft  yoatb| 

That  e'er  wan  ladycs  love.  41^ 

And  nowe^  alas  1  for  thy  iad  loile^ 

I'll  evermore  weep  and  figh; 
For  thee  I  only  wiflit  to  live^ 

For  thee  I  willi  to  dye* 

Weep  no  more,  lady,  weep  ao  moirei  45 

Thy  forrowe  is  in  vaine : 
For  violets  pluckt  the  fweeteft  iliowen 

Will  ne'er  make  grow  againe» 

Our  joys  as  winged  dreams  doe  flye^ 

Why  then  Qioijld  forrow  lafi  ?  50 

Since  grief  but  aggravates  thy  loflci 

Grieve  not  for  what  is  paft. 

S3  O  Ay 
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O  bf  not  focy  thou  holy  friar ; 

I  prajr  thee,  fay  not  foe: 
For  fiace  my  true*loye  dyed  for  mee,  j^ 

'Tis  meet  my  tear$  ihould  6ow* 

And  will  he  ne'er  come  again? 

Will  he  ne'er  come  again  ? 
Ah  I  no,  he  is  dead  and  laid  in  hit  grave. 

For  ever  to  remain.  69 

His  cheek  was  redder  than  the  role; 

The  comliefi  youth  was  he ! 
But  he  is  dead  and  laid  in  his  grave : 

Alas,  and  woe  19  me! 

Sigh  no  more,  lady,  figh  no  morei  6j; 

Men  were  deceivers  ever: 
One  foot  on  fea  and  one  on  land. 

To  one  thing  conftaiit  never* 

Hadfl  thou  been  fond,  he  had  been  falfe, 

And  left  thee  fad  and  heavy ;  ^% 

For  young  men  ever  were  fickle  found, 
Since  fuouner  trees  were  leafy. 

Now  fay  not  fo,  thou  holy  friar, 

I  pray  thee  fay  not  foe ; 
My  love  he  had  the  trueft  heart :  75 

O  he  was  ever  true ! 

And 
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And  art  thou  dead,  thou  mQch-loy'd  youtli^ 

And  dtdft  tfaou  dye  for  mee? 
Then  farewell  home;  for  ever«-mofe 

A  pilgrim  I  will  bee.  8« 

Bat  firft  upon  my'trueJoves  grare 

My  weary  limbs  I'll  lay, 
And  thrice  1*11  kifs  the  gfeen-graft  turf| 

That  wraps  his  breaihlefs  day. 

Yet  flay,  fair  lady ;  refl  awhile  tj 

Beneath  this  cloyAer  wall  i 
See  through  the  hawthorn  blows  the  cold  wind. 

And  drizziy  rain  doth  fall.  ' 

O  flay  me  not,  thou  holy  fiiar; 

O  flay  me  not,  I  pray;  9^ 

No  drizzly  rain  that  falls  on  n^iCt 

Can  wafh  my  fault  away* 

Tet  flay,  fair  lady,  turn  again^ 

And  dry  thofe  pearly  tears ; 
For  fee  beneath  this  gown  of  gra^  ^j 

Thy  owse  true-love  appears* 

Here  forc'd  by  grief,  and  hopelefs  loveii 

Thefe  holy  weeds  I  fought ; 
And  here  amid  thefe  lonely  walla 

To  end  my  days  I  thought*  xo« 

84--  But 
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But  haply'  for  my  year  of  grace  t 

Is  not  yet  pslft  away. 
Might  I  ftili  hope  to  wiq  thy  l.ove» 

No  looger^would  I  flay* 

Now  farewell  gi4ef»  arid  welcome  joy  i#^ 

Once  more  unto.oay  heart ; 
For  fipce  I  have  found  the^,  loydy  youth^ 

We  never  more  wiU  part. 

}  The  year  ef  frei^aitoff,  cr  mrvieiaii. 


*^t*  As  ^hefwegoingfang  has  been  though  to  h^vefug^ 
gefted  to  our  late  excellent  toet  Dr,  Goldsmith,  tbe  Plan 
ff  his  beautiful  ballad  of  EdwinakdEmma  (firft  print- 
ed  in  his  **  Ficar  of  JVakefield** )  it  is  but  jvftice  to  his 
metnory  to  declare^  that  his  Poem  ivas  vixitten  firfi^  a»/f 
that  if  there  is  any  imitation  in  tJ^e  cafe^  they  yoill  be  found 
both  to  be  indebted  to  the  beautiful  old  ballad  Qz^it.^ 
]-l£RD8MAN,  l^c  printed  in  the  fecond  ifolume  of  this 
Worhy  nuhich  the  Do^or  had  much  admired  in  manufa'ipt^ 
mnd  has  finely  imprwed.  See  V^oU  Jh  Booh  I,  Jong  xiVm 
ivr.  37, /tf^.  Si.cfr."  * 


THE  END  OF  THE  SECOND  BOOK. 


EC' 
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SERIES    THE    FIRST, 
g  p  p  K   m, 


THE   MORE  MODERN  BALLAD   OF 
CHEVY   CHAOE. 

Jt  tie  hgiifiirg  'of  ih'rt  volume  w  gave  ihe  ehl  eriglaal 
ioKg  rf  CaSV^  UhacE.  Tlie  reader  has  here  ike  more 
imfravid  edilim  if  thatjiiit  Htriic  baliaJ,     It  tiiilt  a^'erj 
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m*  agreeaile  aaertalmuent  t»  the  ciiriamt  ta  nm^irf^  them  /•• 
getier,  and  to  fee  bv^' far  the  latter  hard  has  excelkd  kU 
frtdfceffir,  andivhere 
iebai  every  -ajbere  ia^ 
tie/aititnent  and  £Hu 
^Ernriqr  »»  '*«  ancient 
fylejervet  as  a  veil  ta 
miliar  pr  vnlgar  in  ti. 
firafhe  ^  the  gallant  f 
prifi  in  lermi  luUeh  m 
•ajiereat  in  titeriginai 

fiKfheity,  thtf  w  i''»i>le,  /»  mi,fiielk-  iDiincfy  «&<? : ,  See  tie 
fianxiar  ^  page-  14",  ^OW<*i  ™  mtJttii  vrtpogT^pbjf  tsff, 
mtlti  n»  timi!  '         '.'  ■      ■   "*-  - 


■'  TbateverheJlainJhBuldbe: 
Fw  ^ahen  his  legi  •were  I 
"  He  kntlt  andfmighi  m 


*'  Ftr  mben  his  left  "were  hew»  in  livCf 
It  andfimi 


S«  again  the  fiartaa  ■whit^deferihts  the  fall  af  Mmtgo. 
wKiy  isfmewhat  mere  elevated  in  the  anrient  ttff  t 

*'  T'fe  dint  it  was  Beth  fad  Mndftiv, 

"  He  en  Mcntgamery  fet : 
**  the fwan feathers  bit  arrrat  here 

"  With  bis  btarts  Mead  ■were  -wet,"  p.  13. 

JFE  might  alft  add,  that  the  etrcunifianeei  ^  the  battle 
mre  mere  eUarly  ewsceived.  and  tbefeveral  incidents  mere  dtf- 
tiaHly  marie/in  thi  old  crigiaal,  than  in  the  imprtved  cajy. 
It  is  -well  hnun  that  the  ancient  Englijb  -uieapen  was  the 
inr  i*m,  and  that  this  nation  excelled  all  other  i  in  arcbejy; 
^ile  the  Scottijh  toarriours  chiefly  depended  on  the  ufe  tf 
tie  [pear:  this  eharaaeriflic  difference  never  efiapes  <,«r 
mcient  bard,  ■wkefe  dejcriptitn  /  the  frfl  onfet  (p.  g.} 
is  to  thtftUrwing  effeS  : 

"  Tie' 
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•*  Tie  pnpofal  of  the  two  gallant  earls  to  determine  the 
Sfpute  hy  fingU  combat  ieing  over-ruled;  the  Englijb^  fays 
he^  'mho  flood  ivith  their  hows  ready  bent^  gave  a  general 
£f charge  of  their  arrows^  which  flew  feven  fcore  fpearmen 
tf  the  enemy :  hut^  notwithflanding  fo  fevere  a  lofs^  Douglas 
like  a  brave  captain  kept  his  ground,  Jle  had  divided  his 
forces  into  three  ceUtmns^  nxfho^  atfoon  as  the  EngUjb  had 
difcharged  the  firfl  volley^  bore  down  upon  them  with  their 
fpears^  and  breaking  through  their  ranks  reduced  them  /• 
ckfe  fighting.  The  archers  upon  this  dropt  their  bvws  and 
had  recourje  to  their  fnuordsy  and  there  followed  fo  Jharp  a 
confli^^  that  multitudes  on  both  fides  Ufi  their  lives,**  In 
the  midfi  of  this  general  engagement^  at  lengthy  the  tnjjo  great 
earls  meet^  and  after  afpirited  rencounter  agree  to  breathe  ; 
upon  ivhich  a  parley  enfues^  that  would  do  honour  /p  Homer 
himfelf. 

Nothing  can  be  more  pleafingly  diflinH  and  circumflantial 
than  this :  whereas  ^  the  modern  copy^  tho  in  general  it  has 
great  merit ^  is  here  unluckily  both  confufed  and obf cure,  Ju" 
deed  the  original  ixjords  feem  here  to  have  been  totally  mif" 
underftood,  *'  Tet  byays  theyerl  Douglas  upon  the  BENT,'* 
evidently  flgnifies,  **  let  the  earl  Douglas  abides  in  the 
field:"  Whereas  the  mo^e  modern  bardfeems  to  have  uw 
derflood  by  bent,  the  inclination  of  his  mind^  and  accord* 
ingly  runs  quite  off"  from  the  fuhjeSl  *  ; 

**  y*  drive  the  deer  voith  hound  and  horn 

*'  Earl  Douglas  had  the  bent%**  v.  1 09* 

ONE  may  alfo  ohferve  a  generous  impartiality  in  the  old 
original  hard^  when  in  the  conclufion  if  Us  tale  be  reprefents 
both  nations  as  quitting  the  field  ^without  any  reproaehfut 
reflexion  on  either :  though  he  gives  to  his  own  countrymen 
the  credit  of  being  thefmalUr  number. 

*  In  the  frefent  Edition,  inftead  of  the  unmeaning  lines  btre  eenfured^' 
M  infertion  «  made  of  four /tanxas  moder  nixed  from  the  ancient  copy, 

r 
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**  Of  fifteen  hundred  archers  of  EngUnd  . 

*'  if^ent  a-Tvay  but  fifty  and  three ; 
**  Of  twenty  hundred fpearmen  of  Scotland^ 
^^>  But  ^even  five  and  fifty  ^*  />.  14, 

He  attributes  plight  /d  neither party^  as  hath  been  done  in 
ibe  modern  copies  of  this  ballctd^  as  nvell  Scotch  as  Englijh. 
For^  to  be  even  ivith  our  latter  bard,  who  maies  the  Scots 
to  FLEE,  Jime  revifcr  of  North  Britain  has  turned  his  own 
ii^rms  againfi  him^  and  printed  an  edition  at  Glafgow^  in 
^hich  the  lines  are  thus  tranfpofeJt 

"  ^ffiflf^'i  hundred  Scpttifiifpeirs 

**  Wait  h^me  but  fifty-three  : 
**  Of  t-wenty  hundred  Englifitmen  -  * ' 

^  *•  Scarce  fifty  five  didflee^ 

And  to  countenance  this  change  he  has  fuppreffed  the  ttxH 
fian%as  between  ver.  240  and  ver,  249, — From  that  Edition 
J  have  here  rtformed  the  Scottijb  names,    luhich  in  the, 
modern  Englifl?  ballad  appeared  to  be  corrupted* 

When  I  call  the  prefent  admired  ballad  modern,  I  only 
vieanthat  it  is  comparatively  fo  \for  that  it  could  not  be  writ 
much  litter  than  the  time  of  ^  Elizabeth,  I  think  may  bf 
made  appear ;  nor  yet  does  it  f tern  to  be  older  than  the  begin^ 
ning  of  the  taji  century  *.     Sir  Philip  Sidney y  i^henhe  com- 

*  A  Utt  'writer  has  fiarted  a  notion  that  the  more  modern  copy  "  luat 
*'  %uritten  to  he  Jung  by  a  parti  of  Englijh,  headed  by  a  Douglas  in  (he 
^ year  1^2^  \  which  is  the  true  reafoft  luhy,  at  the  fame  time  that  it 
"  %iVfs  the  advantage  to  the  Englifi  Soldiers  above  the  Scotch,  it  gives 
**y4tfi  lovely  and  fo  manifejtlyjuperhra  character  to  the  Scotch  com» 
**  marider  ahwe  the  Ettglijh."  See  Saf^  EJfay  on  the  Numbers  of  Pat 
*'  radife  Lofl,  4/0'  17451  ^.167. 

This  appears  to  me  a  groundUfs  conjeQure  :  the  language  feems  too  mo» 
dernfor  the  date  above-tneutionedi  and,  had  it  been  ^mfed  evfnfo  early 
as  ^een  Elixabeth's  reign,  J  think  I  Jbouldjiave  met  %vith  fome  copy 
fmberein  the  fit fi  line  would  htfve  bffa$ 

God  prmfper  Ufitg  our  noble  quf  en, 
tfi  nvas  the  e.Je  with  the  Blind  Beggar  of  |33«|iial  Green  j  fee  Vol.  IT, 
^k  IL  No.  jC.'Ver,  ly 

7  plains 
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plains  of  the  atUiquated  pkrafe  0/ Chevy  Chase,  couU 
never  have  feen  mis  imprcved  copy^  the  language  of  tvhicb 
is  not  more  ancient  that{  that  he  him/elf  ufid.  It  is  proba'^ 
hie  that  the  encomiums  of  fo  admired  a  writer  excited  fome 
hard  to  revife  the  hallad^  and  to  free  it  from  thofe  faults  he 
had  obje^ed  to  it.  That  it  could  not  be  much  lato'  than  that 
time^  appears  from  the  phrafe  doleful  dumps;  ivhich  i» 
that  age  carried  no  ill  found  with  itj  but  to  the  next  genera- 
tion became  ridiculous*  We  have  feen  it  pafs  uncenfured  in 
mfonnet  that  -was  at  that  time  in  requefi,  and^vhere  it 
could  not  fail  to  have  been  taken  notice  ofy  bad  it  been  itt 
the  leafi  exceptionable:  fee  above^  B,  IL  Song  V,  ve*:  2  .• 
Tet^  in  about  half  a  century  after^  it  'Was  become  burlef^ue. 
Fide  Hudihras^  Pt.  /.  ^.  3>  ^*  95* 

THIS  much  premifedy  the  reader  that  tK^iuldfee  the  ^ene* 
ral  beauties  if  this  ballad  fet  in  a  jnji  and  Jhiking  ttgh^ 
may  confult  the  excellent  criticifm  of  Mr,  Addifon  *•     Xi'ith 
regard  to  itsfubjeSl :  it  has  already  been  conjidered  in  page 
3^/.     The  conje^ures  there  offered  will  receive  confirmation 
from  a  pdffage  in  the  Memoirs  of  Carey  Earl  of  Monmouth^ 
Sow.  17C9,  /.  165  ;  tJihence  we  learn  that  it  ivar  an  an-- 
cient  cujlom  with  the  borderers  of  the  f<wo  kingdom  r,  ^vhen 
they  were  at  peace^  to  fend  to  the  Lord  JFardens  of  the  oppo- 
fite  Marches  for  leave  to  hunt  within  their  diJiriBs^     If 
leave  was  grantid^  then  towards  the  end  of  Jummer  they 
nuould  come  and  hunt  for  fever  al  days  together  "  with  their 
CREY-HOUNDS  FOR  DEKR  :"  but  if  thfy  took  this  liberty 
unpen'mitted^  then  the  Lotd  Warden  of  the  border  fo  invaded^ 
would  not  fail  to  interrupt  their  fport  and  chajiife  their  hold'* 
nefsm     He  mentions  a  remarkable  inftance  that  happened 'while^ 
he  toas  fVarden^  when  fome  Scotch  Gentlemen  coming  to  hunt 
in  defiance  ofhim^  there  mufl  have  enfued  fuch  an  aHhm.  as 
this  of  Chevy  Chace^  if  the  intruders  had  been  proportion-^ 
ably  numerous  and  well-armed;  for y  upon  their  being  attacked 
by  his  men  at  armsj  he  tells  us^  ^'fome  hurt  ^was  done^  tho* 


*  In  the  Sj^etator,  JVi.  70.  74: 

"  he 
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•*  be  had  given  efpeciall  wrder  that  tbeyjkwldjked  as  litflt 
•*  blood  as  pojible,*^     They  were  in  effe^  werpwDered  and 
taken  iri/oners^  and  onfy  releafed  on  their  fromife  to  abftain 
Jromjiich  licentious /porting  for  tbe  future* 

Tthe  follwoing  text  is  given  from  a  copy  in  the  Editor's 
folio  MS.  compared  with  two  or  three  others  printed  in 
klack-leiier.'^In  thefecond  'volume  of  Dtjden*s  Mifcellanies 
may  be  found  a  tranflation  of  Chevy^Chace  into  Latin 
Rhymes.  The  tranjlator^  Mr.  Henry  Boldy  of  New  College^ 
undertook  it  at  the  command  of  Dr.  Compton,  bijbop  rf 
London  \  who  thought  it, no  derogation  to  his  epif copal  cba* 
raHer^  to  avow  afondne/sfor  this  excellent  old  ballad*  See 
the pr^ace  to  Bold* s  Latin  SongSy  1685,  ^'uo, 

GOD  profper  long  our  noble  king, 
Our  lives  and  fafetyes  all ; 
A  woefull  hunting  once  there  did 
In  Chevy-Chace  befall ; 

To  drive  the  deere  with  hound  and  home,  5 

Erie  Percy  took  his  way; 
The  child  may  rue  that  is  unborne, 

The  hunting  of  that  day. 

The  ftout  Erie  of  Northumberhmd 

A  vow  to  God  did  make,  1% 

His  pleafare  in  the  Scottifh  woods 

Three  fummers  days  to  take; 

The  cheefeft  harts  in  Chevy-Chacc 
To  kill  and  beare  away« 

i  Thelci 
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Thefe  tydiogs  to  Erie  Doug1a«  came,  i  j 

In  Scottland  where  he  lay: 


Who  fent  Eric  Percy  pitfcnt  word, 

He  wold  prevent  his  fport. 
The  Englifh  Erie,  not  fearing  that, 

I^d  to  the  woods  refort  jtl| 

With  fifteen  hundred  bow-men  bold; 

Ail  chofen  mem  of  might. 
Who  knew  full  well  in  time  of  neede 

To  ayme  their  (hafts  arright* 

The  gallant  greyhounds  fwiftly  ran,  ij 

To  chafe  the  fallow  deere: 
On  munday  they  began  to  hunt. 

Ere  day-light  did  appeare; 

And  long  before  high  noone  they  had 

An  hundred  fat  buckes  flaine ;  39 

Then  having  dined,  the  drovyers  went 

To  fouze  the  deare  againe* 

The  bow-men  mufiered  on  the  hills. 

Well  able  to  endure ; 
Theirc  backfides  all,  with  fpeciall  care,  ^{ 

That  day  were  guarded  fure. 


fir.  36.  That  *^  w€n.foi,  MS^ 


Thi 
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« 

The  hounds  ran  fwtftly  through  the  woods^ 

1  he  niroble  deere  to  take  *, 
That  with  their  cryes  the  hills  and  dales 

An  eccho^ill  did  make*  49 

Lord  Percy  to  the  qMwry  wenf^ 
r  To  view  the  flaughtcf^l  dccre  j 

Quoth  he,  Erie  Douglas  promiied 
This  day  to  meet  me  heere : 

B\it  if  I  thought  he  wold  not  cdmCg  4| 

Noe  longer  wold  I  flay. 
With  that,  a  brave  you nge  gentleman 

Thus  to  the  Erie  did  fay : 

Loe,  yonder  doth  Erie  Douglas  come. 

His  men  in  armour  bright ;  £^ 

Eull  twenty  hundred  Scottifli  fpercs 
All  mvching  in  our  fight  | 


*  The  €hhv:ot  Hills  and  circumjacent  Wnjiei^Mrt  at  preftnt  tsaidc/Ditrp 
mndalmoflfript  of  their  fVocd^ :  hut  former  fy  they  bud  emugb  of  batb  t» 
juBify  the  Defcription  attarpttd  here  and  in  the  Aficient  Ballad  ojQh  EVY- 
C  M  A  8  r .  Ley/and j  in  the  reign  %f  Hen,  VIII.  thus  defer  ihei  this  County  : 
**  In  hfcrthumherlandf  as  I  hearefay^  be  m  Fore^Sy  except  Cbt^et  iritis  ; 
*^  whert  is  much  BRUSHE-WoOPy  ^r»/yb»/re  Okkk;  Grvumd^war* 
}*- growne  "with  Linge^  and  feme  ivitb  Moffe^  I  haute  horde  fay  that 
<*  Chvi>et  Hilles firttcbethe  xx  miles.  There  is  greate  Tlenti tf  Redde- 
"  Der  E,  and  Koo  Kuxkes."  Itin,  Val,  FILpag.  ^6,'^''^This paf- 
Jag^f  lubich  did  not  occur  'when  pages  iz*  24.  ivere  printtd  offp  confirm 
the  cuetamts  there  given  of  theSjAQci  snd  the  Rol* 


AB 
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All  men  of  pleafant  Tiv^'dale, 
Fad  by  the  river  Tweede : 

0  ceafe  your  fports,  Erie  Percy  faid,  jj 
And  Uke  your  bowes  with  fpeede ; 

And  now  with  roe,  my  couatrymen, 

Your  courage  forth  advance ; 
For  there  was  never  champion  yett. 

In  Scotland  or  in  France,  6^ 

That  ever  did  on  hor&backe  comei 
But  if  my  hap  it  were, 

1  durft  encounter  man  for  man. 

With  him  to  break  a  fpere. 

Erie  Douglas  on  his  milke-white  fieedc,  65 

Moft  like  a  baron  bold. 
Rode  formoft  of  his  company^ 

Whofe  armour  (hone  like  goId« 

Show  me,  fay^  hee,  whofe  men  you  bee. 
That  hunt  foe  boldly  heere,  70 

That,  without  my  confent,  doe  diafe 
And  kill  my  fallow^deere* 

The  firft  man  that  did  anfwer  makci 

Was  noble  Percy  hee; 
Who  fayd,  Wee  lift  not  to  declarfi  75 

Nor  fliew  whofe  men  wtf  bee  t 
Vol,  I.  ^  T  Yet 
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Yet  wee  will  fpefid  our  deerett  blood. 

Thy  cheefeft  ham  to  flay. 
Then  Dooghs  fwore  a  folempne  oathe. 

And  thus  in  rage  did  fay,  80 

Ere  thus  I  will  out-braved  bee, 

One  of  us  two  fhall  dye  t 
I  know  thee weiV  an  erle  thou  art; 

Lord  Percy,  foe  am  I. 

But  truft  me,  Percy,  pittye  it  were,  85 

And  great  offence  to  kill 
Any  of  thefe  our  guHtlefle  men, 

For  they  hare  done  no  ill. 

.   Let  thou  and  I  the  battetl  trye. 

And  fet  our  men  afide*  90 

Accurft  bee  he,  Erie  Percy  fayd. 
By  whome  this  is  denyed* 

Then  ftept  a  gallant  fquicr  forth, 

Witheringtoo  was  his  name, 
Who  (aid,  I  wold  not  have  it  told  9^ 

To  Henry  our  king  for  fliame. 

That  ere  my  captaine  fought  on  foote, 

And  I  ilood  looking  on. 
You  bee  two  erics,  fayd  Witheringtoo, 

And  I  a  fquier  alone  :  100 

He 
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He  doe  the  beft  that  doe  I  may,         , 

While  I  have  power  to  ftand :     1 
While  I  have  power  to  wedd  my  (Word^ 

He  fight  with  han  and  baod« 

Our  Englifli  archers  beat  thdr  bowea,  10$ 

Their  harts  were  good  and  trew  | 
Att  the  firil  flight  of  arrowes  feat, 

Full  fbur-fcore  Soots  th^  flew. 

*[Yet  hides  Earl  Douglas  on  the  bent, 
As  Chieftain  flout  aad  good.  t  xo 

As  valiant  Captain,  all  unmov'd  , 

The  fliock  he  firmly  flood* 

His  hoft  he  parted  had  in  three. 

As  Leader  ware  and  try*d, 
And  foon  his  fpearmen  on  their  foes  z  15 

Bare  down  on  every  fide. 

*  Tie  4.^anzas  kcre  inchfed  in  Brackets^  wbicA  art 
iwrvuxd  chiefly  from  the  ancient  Co^j  are  offered  to  the 
Reader  inftead  of  the  following  lines  ^  which  occur  in  the 
Editor's  folio  MS. 

To  drive  the  deere  with  hound  and  horoe^ 

Douglas  bade  on  the  bent ; 
Two  captaines  moved  with  mickte  might 

Their  fperes  to  fliivers  went. 

T »  Through. 
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Throughout  the  Englilh  archeiy 

They  dealt  full  many  a  wound ;    . 
But  ftill  our  valiant  EngliflimeQ 

All  finnly  kept  their  ground :  iip 

And  throwing  firait  their  bows  away, 
They  graipM  their  fwords  fo  bright : 

And  now  Iharp  blows,  a  heavy  (hower. 
On  Ihields  and  helmets  light.] 

They  clofed  full  fad  on  everye  fide,  125 

Noe  flacknes  there  was  found ; 
And  many  a  gallant  gentleman 

Lay  gafping  on  the  ground* 

O  Chrid !  it  was  a  griefe  to  fee, 

And  likewife  for  to  heare,  .  130 

The  cries  of  men  lying  in  their  gore, 

And  fcattered  here  and  there. 

At  laft  thefe  two  fiout  erles  did  meet, 

Like  captaines  of  great  might : 
Like  lyons  wood,  they  layd  on  lode,  z  i(  j 

And  made  a  cruell  fight  s 

They  fought  untill  they  both  did  fweat. 

With  fwords  of  tempered  fieele ; 
Until  the  blood,  like  drops  of  rain, 

They  trickling  downe  did  feelc.  i^m 

Yceld 
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Yceldthee,  Lord  Percy,  Douglas  fiiyd; 

In  faith  I  will  thee  bringe, 
Where  thou  (halt  high  advanced  bee 

By  James  our  Soottilh  king: 

Thy  ranfomc  I  will  freely  give,  145 

And  this  report  of  thee, 
Thou  art  the  mod  couragious  knight. 

That  ever  I  did  fee. 

Noe,  Douglas,  quoth  Erie  Percy  thent 
Thy  proffer  I  doe  fcome ;  t  JO 

I  will  not  yeelde  to  any  Scott, 
That  ever  yctt  was  borne. 

With  that,  there  came  an  arrow  keen« 

Out  of  an  Englilh  bow, 
W^hich  ftruck  Erie  Douglas  to  the  heart.  15$ 

A  deepe  and  deadlye  blow  s 

Who  never  fpake  more  words  than  thefe. 

Fight  on,  my  merry  men  all  % 
For  why,  my  life  is  at  an  end  i 

Lord  Percy  fees  my  fall*  tfio 

Then  leaving  liffe,  Erie  Percy  tooke 

The  dead  man  by  the  hand ; 
And  faid,  Erie  Douglas,  for  thy  lift . 

Wold  I  had  loft  my  land. 

T3  OCbriftI 
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OCkrift!  my  veny  hart  doth  bleed  j6j 

With  forrow  for  thy  iake;     . 
For  fure«  a  more  redoubted  knight 

Mifchance  cold  oever  take. 


A  knight  amongft  the  Scotts  there  was 
Which  faw  Erie  Douglas  dye,  170 

Who  ftreight  in  wrath  did  vow  revenge 
Upon  the  Lord  Percye : 

Sir  Hugh  Mouotgomcry  was  he  call'd, 

Wboy  with  a  fpere  tnoSi  bright. 
Well-mounted  on  a  gallant  flced,  jyj 

Ran  fiercely  through  the  fight ; 

And  paft  the  Englifli  archers  all, 

Without  all  dr<;ad  or  feare ; 
And  through  Earl  Percyes  body  then 

He  thruft  his  hateful!  fpere  r  x  8« 

With  ftach  a  ^hcment  force  and  might 

He  did  his  body  gore, 
The  ilaff  ran  through  the  other  fide 

A  large  cloth-yard,  and  more# 

So  thus  cfid  both  thdb  nobles  dye,  18 ^ 

Whofe  courage  none  could  ilaine  s 

An  Englifh  archer  then  perceiv'd 

The  noble  erle  was  flaine  $ 

He 
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He  had  a  bow  bent  in  his  hand. 

Made  of  a  trufty  tree  i  190 

An  arrow  of  a  cloth-yard  long  ^ 

Up  to  the  head  drew  hee : 

Againft  Sir  Hugh  Mountgomeiye, 

So  right  the  ihaft  he  fett, 
The  grey  goofe-winge  that  was  thereon,  Z9{ 

In  his  harts  bloode  was  wett. 

This  fight  did  laft  from  breake  of  day, 

Till  retting  of  the  fun ; 
For  when  they  rung  the  evening*beU  *, 

The  battel  fcarce  was  done.  -  209 

With  ftout  Erie  Percy,  there  was  (laine 

Sir  John  of  £gerton  f , 
Sir  Robert  RatcIiS;  and  Sir  John, 

Sir  James  that  bold  barrdn : 

And  with  Sir  George  and  ilout  Sir  Jannety    *  '  40j 

Both  knights  of  good  account, 
Good  Sir  Ralph  Raby  there  was  (laine, 

Whofe  proweiTe  did  furmount. 

For  Witherington  needs  muft  I  wayle. 
As  one  in  doleful  dunopes  { ;  210 

*  Sc.  tie  Ctnfnp  belf,  ttfuaUy  rung  at  8  o\/oci. 
jr  F»r  the  fumames,  fee  the  Notes  «/  the  End  of  the  BalLui 
X  '•  e,  *'  If  as  one  in  deep  concern^   muft  lament"     The  emfruBton 
here  has  gtneraUy  been  mifunderjhod.    The  oid  MS*  reads  wofnll  auinpet, 

T  4  For 
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For  when  his  leggs  were  fmitten  off, 
"^  He  fought  upon  his  flumpes. 

And  with  Erie  Douglas,  there  was  fla^e 

Sir  Hugh  Mountgomerye, 
Sir  Charles  Murray,  that  from  the  fceld  ai  j 

One  foote  wold  never  flee. 

Sir  Charles  M-orray,  of  Ratcliff,  too, 

His  iiders  fonne  wzi  hee  ; 
Sir  David  Lamb,  fo  well  efteem'd, 

Yet  faved  cold  not  bee.  220 

'        And  the  Lord  Maxwell  in  like  cafe 
Did  with  Erie  Douglas  dye : 
Of  twenty  hundred  Scottifh  fperes, 
Scarce  fifty-five  did  flye. 

Of  fifteen  hundred  EngliflimeOy  aa; 

Went  home  but  fifty-three ; 
.  The  reft  were  flaine  in  Chevy  Chafe, 
Under  the  greene  woodc  tree. 

Next  day  did  many  widdowes  come, 

Their  hufbands  to  bewayle;  230 

They  waiht  their  woundb  in  brinifld  tearesi 

But  all  wold  not  prevayle* 

Thcyr  bodycs,  bathed  in  purple  gorf. 

They  bare  with  them  away : 

They  kift  them  dead  a  thoufand  timts^  93  j 

Ere  they  were  cladd  in  clay* 

The 


ANCIENTPOEMS.        2«i 

The  newcs  was  brought  to  Eddenborroy, 

Where  Scottlands  king  did  raigne, 
That  bfave  Eric  Douglas  fuddcnlyc 

Was  with  an  arrow  flaiqc :  24m 

0  heavy  newcs.  King  James  did  fay, 
Scottland  may  witnelfe  bee, 

1  have  not  any  captainc  more 
Of  fuch  account  as  hee. 

Like  tydings  to  King  Henry  came,  545 

Within  as  ihort  a  ipace. 
That  Percy  of  Northumberland 

Was.ilaine  in  Chevy -Chefc  t 

Now  God  be  with  him,  faid  our  king, 
Sith  it  will  noe  better  bee ;  2^0 

I  truft  I  have,  within  my  realme,    . 
Five  hundred  as  good  as  h(se  t 

Yett  (hall  not  Scotts  nor  Scotland  fay, 

But  I  will  vengeance  take : 
I'll  be  revenged  on  them  all,  2  j  j 

For  brave  Eric  Pcrcyes  fake. 

This  vow  full  well  the  kinj;  performed 

After,  at  Humbledowne; 
ib  one  day,  fifty  knights  were  flayne, 

With  lords  of  great  renowne :  i^o 

Apd  of  the  reft,  of  finall  account, 

Did  many  thoafands  dye< 

7  Thus 
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Thus  endeth  the  hunting  of  Chevy  •Chafe^ 
Made  by  the  Erie  Percy. 

God  fave  our  king,  and  blefs  this  land  26$ 

With  plentye,  joy,  and  peace ; 
And  grant  henceforth,  that  foule  debate 

'Twixt  noblemen  may  ceafe* 

*^*  Since  ibe  former  impreffimi  of  thefe  volumes  hath 
heen  fvhltjbed^  a  netv  edition  of  Coti.ivs*s  Peerage, 
1779,  fc^r.  IX.  Fob.  8v©«  wAich  contains^  in  Foiume  IL 
fm  334,  an  kiflorical  p^Jfage^  which  may  he  thought  to 
tfrrmo  confiderahle  light  on  the  fubjed  rf  the  preceding 
Ballad:  'uizm 

**  In  this  •  •  •year^  I436>  according  to  Heffor  Boethius^ 
•*  ix)as  fought  the  Battle  rf  Pepperden^  not  far  from  the 
•*  Cheviot  Hills ^  hetnveen  the  Earl  of  Northumberland 
•*  [lid  Early  fon  of  Hotfpur^  and  Earl  William  Douglas^ 
*•  of  Angus  y  •  nuith  a  J  mail  army  of  about  four  thoufand 
**  men  each^  in  tvhich  the  latter  had  the  advantage*  As 
•*  thisjeems  to  have  been  a  private  confix  between  thefe  two 
••  great  Chieftains  of  the  Borders,  rather  than  a  national 
**  war  J  it  has  been  thought  to  hatie  given  rife  to  the  cele* 
*•  brated  old  Ballad  of  Chevy-Chase;  whichy  to  ren* 
*<  der  it  more  pathetic  and  interefiingy  has  been  heightened 
•*  with  tragical  incidents  wholly  f^itious*  **  [See  Ridpath*s 
Border  Hift.  ^to,  p,  40 1.  ] 

THEfurnames  in  the  foregoing  Ballad  are  alter ed^  either 
by  accident  or  defgn^  from  the  old  original  copy^  and  in 
common  editions  extremely  corrupted,  ^hey  are  here  re£li' 
fedy  as  much  as  they  C9uld  be.     Thusy 

Pag.  279. 

rifr.  202,  Egcrton.]  This  name  is  refiwed  (itifiead if 
Ogcrton,  com.  Ed.)  from  the  Editor'* s  folio  MS.  Tie 
pieces  in  that  MS.  appear  to  have  heen  colle^edy  and  main 
of  them  compofed  (among  nubich  might  be  this  ballad)  by 

an 
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MM  inhaUfanf  rf  Chefinrex  whti  nuas  mnUing  to  ptt^  a 
Compliment  here  /•  one  of  bis  countrymen^  ^the  eminent 
Family  Dc  w  Of  Egerton  (fo  the  name  'mas  firji  written) 
ancefiors  of  the  prefent  Duke  of  Bridrwater :  and  this  he 
c^dd  do  with  the  more  popriety^  as  toe  Percies  bad  for" 
merly  great  intereft  in  that  cwmty :  At  the  fatal  battle  of 
Shrenu/hury  all  the  flower  if  the  Cbefiire  gentlemen  /f^  their 
lives  fighting  in  tbe  caufe  ^  Hotspur. 

Ver*  203,  Ratcliff.]     7his  was  a  family  mneb  dijlin^ 

guijked  in  Northumberland.     Ed^v.   Kadclitfe,    mil.  W€U 

Jherijf  of  tbat  county  in  ly  of  Hen,  f^II.  and  others  of  tbe 

fame  fumame  after-wards.     (See  Fuller ^  p»  313.^     Sir 

George  Ratcliff,  Knt.  was  one  of  tbe  commijponers  of  in» 

clo/ure  in  1 55*.     See  Nicbolfon^p.  330.^     Of  tbis  family 

nuas  the  late  Earl  of  Der  went  water,  mjho  was  bebeaded  in 

1715.     Tbe  Editor's  folio  MS  bowever^  reads  here^  Sir 

Robert  Harcltffe  and  Sir  Wiliian). 

The  Hartleys  were  an  eminent  family  in  Cumberland. 
See  Fuller^  p.  2  2\.  Whether  tbis  may  be  tbougbt  to  be  tie 
fame  name^  I  do  not  determine m 

Fer.  204.  Baron.]     7bis  is  apparently  altered^  (net  >a 
fay  corrupted)  from  Hearone,  in  p,  14,  ver.  114. 

Fer,  207.  Raby.]  Tbis  might  be  intended  to  celebrate 
one  of  tbe  ancient  pijfejfors  of  Rahy  Caflle,  in  tbe  county  of 
Durbam.  Tet  it  is  written  Rebbye,  in  tbe  fol.  MS,  apJ 
looks  like  a  corruption  of  Rugby  or  Rokeby,  an  eminent 
family  in  Torkjbire^feep.  1 4,  p.  35.  //  will  not  be  wondered 
tbat  the  FEtiCiEBjhould  he  tbought  to  bring  followers  out  of 
that  county^  <wbere  tbey  tbemfelves  were  originally  feated^ 
and  bad  ahuays  fucb  extenpve  property  and  influence. 

Pag.  280. 

Fer.  21  q.  Murray.]     So  the  Scottifi  copy.    In  tbe  eomm 
edit,  it  is  Carrel  or  Currel ;  and  Morrell  in  the  fol.  MS. 

Fer. 
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Fer.2i'j.  Murray.!  So  t^e' Scot,  edit, — The  commom 
copies  read  Miirrcl.  ThefoU  MS.  gives  the  line  im  thefoU 
hmifig  feculiar  manner^ 

*'  Sir  Roger  Heuer  of  Harcliffe  toor" 

fV-  2i>  Lamb.]     TbefoUo  MS.  has 

"  Sir  David  Lambwdl,  well  cdcemcd.*' 

I'hisfcems  evidently  corrupted  from  Lwdale  or  Liddetly   h 
the  olflcopy,  fee  pages  I  j,  36, 


DEATH'S    FINAL    CONQJJEST. 

Thefe  fine  moral  flanxas  were  originally  intended  for  a 
foUmn  funeral  fongy  in  a  play  of  James  Shirley* s,  intitled^ 
♦*  The  Contention  of  Ajax  and  IJlyJfes:''*  no  date^  \'vo  — 
Shi*  ley  ftourijhed  as  a  Dramatic  writer  early  in  the  reign  ef 
Charles  I:  hut  he  outlived  the  Reftoration^  His  death 
happened  O^oher  %^^   l66f>.     ./E/.  7  a. 

^his  little  yoem  was  ivritfen  long  ajter  many  of  thefe  that 
folhrzoy  hat  is  inferted  here  as  a  kind  of  Dtrge  to  the  fore* 
ge*ng  piece.      It  is  f aid  to  have  been  a  favourite  Song  fivith 
K.  Charles  IL 

THE  glories  of  our  birth  and  iTate 
Are  (hadows,  not  fubflantial  things  | 
There  is  no  armour  againd  fate: 
pcath  lays  his  icy  hands  on  kings  t 

Scepter  and  crown  j 

Muil  tumble  down. 

And 
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And  in  the  duft  be  equal  made 

With  the  poor  crooked  fcytUe  and  fpade. 

Some  men  with  fvtrords  may  reap  the  field, 

And  plant  frefli  laurels  where  they  kill :  o 

But  their  ftrong  nerves  at  lad  muft  yield; 
They  tame  but  one  another  ftill. 
Early  or  late 
They  ftoop  to  fate, 
And  mufl  give  up  their  murmuring  breath,  i  j 

When  they  pale  captives  creep  to  death* 

The  garlands  wither  on  your  brow, 

Then  boafl  no  more  your  mighty  deeds; 
Upon  death's  purple  altar  now 
See  where  the  victor  viiftim  bleeds :  zm 

All  heads  muft  come 
To  the  cold  tomb. 
Only  the  actions  of  the  juft 
Smell  fweet^  and  bloflbm  in  the  dufl.^ 


III. 
THE  RISING  IN  THE  NORTH. 


The  JuhjeB  of  ibis  Mia  J  is  the  great  Northern  Infitr' 
region  in  the  itthyear  of  Eli%abeth^  > S^9 1  ^''^^  prwed 
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fo  fatal  to  Thomas  Perey^  thefeventh  Earl  of  Iforthamber* 
.  land. 

There  bad  not  long  hrfore  been  afecret  negotiation  entered 
into  between  fome  ^  toe  Scottifik  and  Englifi  nohiUty^  to 
bring  about  a  marriage  between  Maty  $^  iif  Scots^  at  that 
time  a  prifoner  in  England,^  and  the  Duke  rf  Norfolk^  a 
nobleman  if  excellent  cAaraSer^  and  firmly  attached  to  the 
Froteflant  religion.     This  match  ivas  propofed  to  all  the  mofi 
conjiderable  of  the  Englijk  nobility,  and  among  the  refi  to 
the  Earls  of  Northumberland  and  Weflmoreland^  txvo  noble' 
men  very  powerful  in  the  North*    As  itfeemed  to  promife  a 
fpeedy  and  fafe  conclvfim  of  the  troubles  in  Scotland^  with 
many  advantages  to  the  cr<nvn  of  England^  thev  all  confent^ 
ed  to  it,  provided  it  fiould  pronfe  agreeable  U  ^  Eliseabeth. 
The  Earl  of  Leicefttr  (Elixabetk't favourite)  undertook  to 
break  the  matter  to  her,  but  before  he  could  find  an  opportu- 
nity^ the  affair  had  come  to  her  ears  by  other  hands,  andjbe 
was  thrtnun  into  a  violent  fimme*     The  Duke  of  Norfolk^ 
*with  feveral  of  his  /•  jnds^  was  committed  to  the  tower ^ 
and  fummons  were  fent  to  the  Northern  Earls  inftantly  to 
make  their  appearance  at  court*     It  is  f aid  that  the  Earl  of 
Northumberland^   who  was  a  man  if  a  mild  and  gentle 
nature^    was  deliberating  *with  himfelf  whether  he  Jhould 
not  obey  the  meffage^  and  rely  upon  the  queetCs  candour  and 
clemency^  when  he  tfjas  forced  ifito  defperate  meafures  by  a 
'  fudden  report  at  midnight,  No<u^  14,  th&t  a  party  of  his 
enemies  mjere  come  to  fei%e  on  his  perfon  *.     The  Earl  voas 
then  at  his  houje  at  Topcliffe  in  Torkfhire.     When  rifing 
kafiily  cut  ^f  bed^  he  <withdrem>  to  the  Earl  of  Weflmmre-  ^ 
land,  at  Brancepeth,  tvhere  the  country  came  in  to  them^  and 
^refjed  them  to  take  arms  in  their  own  defence.     They  ae^ 
cofdinglyfet  up  their  flandardsy  declaring  their  intent  nvas 
to  rcfiore  the  ancient  religion^    to  get  the fucceffon  of  the 
a  unx:n  firmly  fetUed^  and  to  prevent  the  deftruSion  of  th€ 

*  Tbii  circwnjian(0  is  wverlooM  in  the  haJUd* 

ancient 
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ancient  nobility^  OJ*r.  Their  common  banner  *  (on  whick 
was  dif played  the  crofs^  together  nvitb  the  fit }e  nueunds  of 
Chrift)  was  borne  by  an  ancient  gentleman^  Richard  Norton^ 
E/qi  of  Norton-^oir^ers :  who^  with  his  Jons  {amonw  nuhom^ 
CSrifophery  Marmaduke^  and  Thomas^  are  expreffly  named 
by  Camden)^  difinguijked  himfelf  on  this  occafion*  Having 
entered  Durham^  they  tore  the  Bible^  C5*r.  and  caufed  mafs 
.  to  befaid  there :  they  then  marched  on  to  difford-moor  near 
Wetberbye^  'where  they  muftered  their  men*  Their  intention 
was  to  have  proceeded  on  to  Tork,  but,  altering  their  mindf^ 
they  fell  upon  Barnard s  cafle^  tvhich  Sir  George  Botves 
held  out  againfi  them  for  eleven  days.  The  fwo  earlsy  who 
fpent  their  large  ejiates  in  hofpitality^  and  ivere  extremely 
beloved  on  that  account,  were  mqfiers  <f  little  ready  money  ; 
the  E.  if  Northumberland  bringing  with  him  only  8000 
crotvns^  and  the  E,  of  IVefimoreland  nothing  at  all  for  the 
fubjytence  of  their  forces^  they  were  not  able  to  maich  to* 
London^  as  they  had  at  firft  intended*  In  thefe  circum^' 
fiances^  Wefimoreland  began  fo  vifibly  to  defpond^  that  many 
of  bis  men  Jlunk  away^  tho*  Northumberland  fill  kept  up 
'  his  refolution^  and  was  mafter  of  the  field  till  December  13^ 
when  the  Earl  of  Sujfex^  accompanied  with, Lord  Hunftkn 
and  others^  having  marcbed  out  of  Torh  at  the  head  of  a 
large  body  of  forces^  and  being  followed  by  a  fill  larger 
army  under  tne  command  of  Ambrofe  Dudley^  Earl  of  War^ 
ivick^  the  infur gents  retreated  northward  towards  the 
borders^  and  there  difmifpng  their  followers^  made  their 
efcape  into  Scotland.  Tho*  this  infurre^on  had  been  fup^ 
prejfed  nuithfo  little  bloodjbed^  the  Earl  of  Sujfex  and  Sir 
George  Bowes  marjhal  of  the  army  put  vaft  numbers  to 
death  by  martial  lawy  without  arty  regular  trial*  The 
former  of  thefe  caufed  at  Durham fixty  three  conftables  to  be 
hanged  at  once»  And  the  latter  made  his  boaft^  that^  for 
fixty  miles  in  lengthy  and  forty  in  breadth^  betwixt  Ncwcafile 
and  If^etherby^  there  was  hardly  a  town  or  village  wherein 
he  bad  not  executed  fome  of  the  inhabitants.     This  exceeds 

*  Befidci  tbiSf  the  hmllad  mentifu  the  fiparatt  barmen  of  the  tw 
ihblimen* 

i     tie 
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the  cruelties  praSifed  in  tJje  Weft  after  Monmouth's  rebel- 
lion :  hut  that  ivas  not  the  age  of  tendernefs  and  humanity. 

Such  is  the  account  coUe&edfrom  Sfow^  Speedy  Camden^ 
Guthrie^  Carte  J  and  Rapiu;  it  agrees  in  moft  particulars 
vjith  the  following  ballad,  which  was  apparently  the  pro^ 
dvHion  of  fome  northern  minjlrely  who  ivas  well  affeHed  to 
the  tw3  noblemen.  It  is  here  printed  from  two  MS,  copies^ 
tne  of  them  in  the  editot  V  folio  colic Jiion,  They  contained 
conjiderable  variatiofiSy  out  of  ivhich  fuch  readings  were 
chofen  asfeemed  moft  poetical  and  confonant  to  hijhry. 

LISTEN,  lively  lordings  all. 
Lithe  and  ]i(!en  unto  niee. 
And  I  will  fing  of  a  noble  carle, 
The  uoblell  earle  in  the  north  countrie. 


Eaile  Percy  is  into  his  garden  gone,  5 

And  after  him  walkes  his  fairc  ladle  * : 

I  heard  a  bird  ling  in  mine  eare. 
That  I  muil  either  fight,  or  flee. 

Now  heaven  forefend,  my  deareft  lord, 

That  ever  fuch  harm  fhould  hap  to  thee :        1^ 

But  goe  to  London  to  the  court. 
And  faire  fall  truth  and  honeflie. 

Now  nay,  now  my,  nr.y  ladyc  gay, 

Alas  !  thy  counfell  fuits  not  mee  ; 
Mine  enemies  prevail  fo  fail,  \t 

That  at  the  court  I  may  not  bee. 

*  Thii  Uiy  xvat  Anne,  daugbttr  of  Henry  Swterfetf  E.  ofWorceJier, 

Ogoe 
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O  goc  to  the  court  yet,  good  my  ford^ 
And  take  thy  gallant  men  with  thee ; 

If  any  dare  to  doe  you  wrongs 
Then  yoar  warrant  they  may  bee.  so 

Now  nay,  now  nay,  thott  lady  fairer 

The  court  is  fiill  of  fubtiltie; 
And  if  I  goe  to  the  court,  lady, 

NjBver  more  I  may  thee  fee* 

Yet  goe  to  the  court,  my  lord,  (he  fayes,  9$ 

And  I  myfelfe  will  ryde  wi'  thee: 
At  court  then  for  my  deareil  lord. 

His  faitfa&ll  borrowe  I  will  bee. 

Now  nay,  now  nay,  my  lady  detre; 
Far  lever  had  I  lofe  my  life,  3^ 

\  Than  leave  among  my  cruell  (bet 
My  love  in  jeoparcfy  and  flrife* 

But  come  thou  hither,  my  little  fbot^page, 

Come  thou  hither  unto  mee. 
To  maifler  Norton  thou  muft  goe  35 

In  all  the  ha^  that  ever  may  bee* 

Commend  me  to  that  gentleman. 

And  beare  this  letter  here  fro  mee; 
And  fay  that  eame ft!y  I  prayc, 
Hewillrydeionxycompankv  '  49 

Vol.  I.  U  One 
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Oae  while  the  little  foot-page  wentt 

And  another  while  he  ran ; 
Untill  he  came  to  his  journeys  end. 

The  little  foot-pagt  never  blan. 

When  to  that  gentleman  he  camei  45 

Down  he  kneeled  on  his  knee  $ 
And  tooke  the  letter  betwixt  his  hands, 

And  lett  the  gentleman  it  fee. 

And  when  the  letter  it  was  redd 

Afibre  th^t  goodlye  cbmpanye,  ^ 

I  wis,  if  you  the  truthe  wold  know. 

There  was  many  a  weeping  eye. 

Re  fayd|  Come  thither,  Chriftopher  Norton, 
A  gallant  youth  thou  feemft  to  bee; 

What  doeft  thou  counfeU  me,  my  fonne,  5  j 

Now  that  good  erie's  in  jeopardy  i 

Father,  my  counfelle's  £iir  and  free; 

That  erle  he  is  a  noble  lord. 
And  whatfoever  to  him  you  hight, 

I  wold  not  hare  ypu  breake  your  word,  ^ 

Gramercy,  Chriftopher,,  my  fonne. 

Thy  counfeU  well  it  liketh  mee. 

And  if  we  fpeed  and  fcape  with  life. 

Well  advanced  ihalt  thou  bee. 
^'  Come 
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Come  you  hither,  my  nine  good  fonnes,  6; 

Gallant  men  I  trowe  you  bee; 
How  many  of  you,  my  children  dearc. 

Will  Hand  by  that  good  erle  and  mee  ? 

Eight  of  them  did  anfwer  make, 

Eight  of  them  fpake  haftilie,  70 

O  father,  ttU  the  daye  we  dye 

We'll  ftand  by  that  good  erle  and  thee« 

Gramercy  toWf  my  children  deare, 
You  (howe  yourlelves  right  bold  and  brave  | 

And  whethcrfoe'er  I  live  or  dye,  7^ 

A  fathers  blefling  you  ihal  have. 

But  what  fayft  thou,  O  Francis  Norton^^ 
Thou  art  mine  eldeft  fonn  and  heireft 

Somewhat  lyes  brooding  in  thy  bredftj 
Whatever  it  bee,  to  mee  declare*  8« 

Father,  you  are  an  aged  man, 

Your  head  is  white,  your  bearde  is  gray  2 
It  were  a  iliame  at  thefe  your  yearea 

For  you  to  ryfc  in  fuch  a  fray. 

Now  fye  upon  thee,  coward  Francis,  8c 

Thou  never  Jearnedft  this  of  mee : 
When  thou  wert  yong  and  tender  of  age. 

Why  did  I  make  foe  much  of  thee  i    ^ 

U  a  But, 
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But,  iktber^  I  wiM  W^A  with  you^ 

Unarm'd  zt4  A^td  wiH  I  b^;  9* 

And  he  thiNI  iMkef  againft  th«  (iit>wne, 

Ei^  wk  HI  deaA  ^a^  &e  det. 

Then  rofe  that  reveFend  gentlednnv 
And  with  hijni  came  a  goodiye  band 

To  join  with  the  brave  isrle  Percy,  95 

And  all  the  iowtr  o'  Nortbuitiberland* 

With  them  the  noble  Nevill  came, 
The  erle  of  Weftmorland  was  hee : 

At  Wcthcrbye  they  moftrcd  their  hoft, 
Thirteen  tlioufand  faire  to  fee.  lod 

Lord  Weftmorland  his  aneyent  raifde, 

The  IHin  Bull  he  rikys'd  on  hye, 
And  three  0ogi  with  goklen  collars 

Weie  tbere  fttt  out  tti&A  royallye  *• 

^  ySrr.  lOi.  Duo  Bull,  Sec]  The  fifforters  of  tie  l^KrihLf 
Earls  of  ffyhmreUmJ  were  Ttoo  Bulls  Argemt^  Jitcally  colUa'd  Gold, 
mrmed  Or,  &c.  But  I  beM  n^  iije^fbered  Me  Xhvkt  mentitmi  in  the 
Ballad,  among  the  BadgtSf  ^e.  ffven  fy  that  Hmfe.  This  however  it 
eertain,  thatp  among  ibofe  ^/ArNtviLLia,  Lords  Ahergewewy  (who 
were  of  the  fame  fimufy)  Ha  DuM  Cow  wHh  a  golden  Cellars  and  the 
KsviLLBt  rf  Cfyte  in  Teri/hire  f<f  the  ITe/imoreland  Branch)  gave 
fir  their  Cr^^  ifnp$,a  i)oo'g  fGrey^houmPsJ  ffeaderafed. — So  that 
it  is  not  iMfr$hdhi  M  Charles  Neville,  the  unhmfpy  Earl  of 
Weflmereland  here  mentioned^  might  on  this  oecafion  give  the  above  Dtvht 
jtk  his  Batmer.'^j^p^  alldnrSd  h^n/Ms  verfethere  may  hatfe  smder* 
gonefime  eorrvftion  \  for^  in  another  Ballad  in  the  fame  ftlh  MS.  and 
apparently  written  fy  the  Jhne  hand^  eontaining;  the  Se^Ktlof  this  Lord 
^eflmreland!'s  itipry,  his  Banner  Is  ihui  defcrihed^  inori  emfhhnahl^  f 
his  knvwn  Bearings: 

<(  dett  me  up  my  faire  t>un  Bull, 
«  With  Gilden  Horsoes,  hee  beares  all  foe  bye." 

Erie 
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Erie  Percy  there  bb  mgrent  fprnl,  105 

The  Halfe-Moooe  ihioing  all  foe  fiure  *  t 
'  The  Nortoos  aocyent  bad  the  erode. 
And  the  &re  wounds  our  |^i4  did  bena^ 

Then  Sir  George  Bowes  be  firaitwaye  lofet 
After  them  foitie  fpoyle  to  make :  i  !• 

Thofe  noble  erlet  turn'd  backe  againe, 
And  aye  they  vowjed  that  knight  to  take» 

That  baron  he  to  his  caille  fled, 

To  ^riMrd  eaftle  ilhen  fled  bee. 
The  uttemofi  waUes  were  eatfae  to  wjo^  1 1 1 

Tbe  earles  have  wonnc  itbem  prefi»clie. 

The  uttermofi  walles  were  lime  and  bricke;  , 
But  tfioug^  they  won  thpm  foon  anopc^ 

Long  e'er  they  wan  theinnennoft  widlei^ 
For  they  were  ^at  in  .roeke .of  ilpoep  ia» 

Then 

e  Fir.  I  o6.    Th«  Ha|f-Moon.e,  Sec.]    TitSi  ltb  iCRiteiMT 

timvHll'kmwn  Crefi  or  JWy  rf  the  NofHkui/tktrUfii  fmOh*  Jt^imt 
fnkiMy  bmtgbt, borne  Jnm  ^m  •f  iht  Crusfodtt  ugtiwfi  tit  Sar^u^i^i^ 
Jh  4UI  mmgfti  .J*4tb'gru  im  vtr/t,  fiiaUy  ilbtmtnated  m  m  ^trf  V^lhmt 
Md  written  in  the  rtign  ef  Hemy  VJI.  fin  foffeffion  rf  the  fimiyj  vh 
htKve  thitfJndeta  aeeeunt  given  ef  it*  m^mJj-^Tbe  mtther  kepm  v»iA 
meemnting  fmr  the  ntm  ef  QtrfUip  pr  AteeniOQi  efiat  im^Jj^^t^ 
99smiesi  whet  -ht/aju,  vme 

.  •  •  •  Gernons  fyrfl  named  of  Bnityt  blondU  of  TMfs 

VThich  TaUiantly  fyghtynge  in  the  land  of  Peni  [Pat/m] 

At  foiote  terrible  Ayance  the  piCcreaots  op  py^ht* 

An  hevyoiy  myftery  was  fchowyd  hyn,  oldlHiokys  Mhfiftjb 

In  hri  iicbold  did  fcbyne  a  Momb  veryfying  hsr  lyfli^ 

^  Us  WUch 
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Then  newes  unto  ieeve  London  came 
In  all  the  fpeede  that  ever  might  bee. 

And  word  is  brought  to  our  royall  qneene 
Of  the  lyiing  in  the  North  countries 

Her  grace  (lie  turned  her  round  about,  125 

And  like  a  royall  queene  (hee  fwore  *, 

I  will  ordayne  them  fuch  a  breakfaf^. 
As  never  was  in  the  North  before. 

Shee  caufiM  thirty  tfaoufand  men  berays'd. 

With  horfe  and  harneis  iaire  to  fee ;  130 

She  caufed  thirty  thoufand  men  be  raifed» 
To  take  the  earles  i'th'  North  countrie. 

Wi'  them  the  falfe  Erie  Warwick  went» 
Th*  eile  Suffex  and  the  lord  Hunfd^n; 

Untill  they  to  Yorke  caftle  came  135 

I  wiCiy  they  never  fiint  ne  blan. 

Which  to -all  the  oofte  yav«  a  perfytte  fyglit| 

To  vaynquys  his  enemysi  and  to  deth  them  perfue ; 

And  therefore  the  Ptnh  [Percies]  the  CrefTantdoth  renew* 

'  Tfi  the  dark  Mges  no  Famify  vtax  diemed  confiderahie  that  £d  mi  derive 
its  defcent  frwn  the  Trojan  Brutus\  or  that  npoa  not  difiin^Jhtd  hy 
prodigi$i  tmd  miraclef* 


*  This  is  ^ite  in  eharaSer  :  her  mnjefiy  would  fimttimes  /wear  st 
hr  mhieSf  as  weUms  hox  their  gars. 


Now 
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Now  fpred  thy  ancyent,  Weftmorland^ 

Thy  duo  bull  faine  would  we  fpye  t 
And  thou^  the  Brie  o*  Northumberland^ 

Now  rayfe  thy  half  moone  up  on  hye»  140 

* 

But  the  dun  buUe  is  fled  and  gone, 
And  the  halfe  moone  vaniihed  away ; 

The  Erlet,  though  they  were  brave  and  bold, 
Againft  foe  many  could  not  day. 

Thee,  Norton,  wi*  thine  eight  good  fonnes,     14J 
They  doom'd  to  dye,  alas !  for  nitb  i 

Thy  reverend  lockes  thee  could  not  fave. 
Nor  them  their  foire  and  blooming  youthe* 

•  ^ 

Wi'  them  full  many  a  gallant  wight  * 

They  cruellye  bereavM  of  life :  "    i^# 

And  many  a  childe  m^de  fatherleflet 

And  widowed  many  a  tender  wife* 


IV* 


NORTHUMBERLAND    BETRAYED 

BY    DOUGLAS. 

This  ballad  majf  he  CMfidtrfd  as  theftquel^thfri^ 
€tMng*     J^tr  the  urfortunate  Earl  •/  ff^hkumberumd 

U  4  ba 
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had/een  Inn^fi^ fiirftltm'^  hu  Mm»m9j  he^ndammftd 
U  withdraw  into  Stttlutad^  but/alUng  imo  the  hands  tf  tAe 
tkievijb  bwdercfSs  wasjiript  and  othemjjife  ill-treated  by 
tbem.  At  kngth  he  tenzhed  ihe  htmfe  of  Hefhr^  rfJIarlaWj 
m^  Armfimgg^  mdti  whom  be  Ji^d  to  lie  CMce^ded :  fer^ 
JleSer  mm  engaged  his  honour  to  be  true  to  him^  and  ivas 
mnder  great  obligations  to  this  unhatfy  nobleman.  But  this 
faitblejs  miretth  ^tre^ed  his  guejt  far  a  fum  ^  money  to 
Murray  the  R^getH  ^f  Scotland^  who  /lent  him  to  iije  cafile 
of  hwglh'Uven^  then  belonging  to  William  Douglat.^-'-^jdJl 
the  witers  of  that  time  eujure  wj,  that  Beffor  'who  was 
rich  before,  felhjborthf  ttjter  htto  foverty^  and  became  Jo 
irfamotu^  that  to  take  Hector's  cloak,  grew  into  a 
f reverb  to  exprefs  a  man  who  betrays  his fi  tend.  Su  Cam* 
fktt^  Qtrfetony  fLflin^/bedy  bfc. 

Lord  N^r^JimmberTand  tontimted  in  the  cafile  of  Lough- 
levenf  till  ihey oar  i^7«|  nuhen  fames  Douglas  Earl  of 
Morton  being  ^le^ed  lUgent^  he  luas  given  uf  to  the  Lord 
HunJSen  at  Berwich^  and  being  carried  to  Jorkjuffered 
death*  As  Morton* s  party  depended  on  Elizabeth  /or  fro^ 
teHiony  an  elegaat  Mt/ioriuu.thirdu  *^  it  "was  JcMree  fojfble 
for  them  to  refu/e  futtii^  into  her  hands  a  perfon  mjho  had 
ii^ken  up  arms  againjt  ber.  But,  as  ^  fum  of  money  hvos 
paid  on  that  acoount^  mtdfiared  dfetnceen  Morton  mid  his, 
kinfman  Douglas^  the  former  tf  vAom^  during  his  ^xik  in 
England^  had  bren  muck-  iridebted  to  NorthumberlanePs 
friendjk^p.  the  abandoning  this  unhappy  nobleman  to  inevi^ 
table  defru^ion^  'ucas  deemed  an  ungta/e/ul  and  mercenary 
aa.*'     Rrbertfon's  HiJ. 

So  far  Hiftory  coincides  ixjith  this  ballad^  which  Was  ap* 
tarentfy  *written  by  feme  Northern  Bardjbon  after  the  event. 
The  interpofal  of  tie  witcw-*|>ady  ('v.  53  J  is  probably 
his  own  invention :  yet,  even  this  hath  fame  countenance  from 
hifiory ;  for^  zibout  z^years^ej^ne^  the  La^  Jatu  Do^gUts^ 
Lady  tjiamis^  fifler  rf  the  catl  of  Angus,  and  neatly  related 
to  Douglas  of  Liugh^le^ett^  had fuftred -death  for  the  pre* 
tended  crime  of  witchcraft ;  fwho^  it  is  prefumed^  is  the 
Wdiehdis^  *mUMdea4o  in'imife  1^5. 

The 
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The  folUming  tsfihfUd  {Hit  th€ firmer)  fnm  t^m  copies^ 
which  contained t^eat  variations*^  me  if  them  in  the  Editor* s 
filio  MS,  In  the  other  topyfo  -ne  ofthejtanxas  at  the  hegin^ 
mng  of  this  Ballad  are  nearly  the  fame  with  what  in  that 
3io.  are  made  to  hegm  another  Mailad  on  the  efctipe  of  the 
E,  of  Wejlmorelaud^  ^tvho  got  Jafe  into  Flanders,  and  is 
feigned  in  the  ballad  to  have  tmdergone  a  great  variety  tf 
ttdoenhsresm 


HOW  long  fliall  fiMtuiie  fiule  me  ix>we» 
Aod  harrowe  ims  with  k^  «od  dmad? 
How  long  fliaii  1  in  bale  abide^ 
In  mifciy  my  lite  to -lead  ^ 

To  fall  from  ^n^  blifs,  alas  xUc  while  I 

.  It  wai  my  fore  an^  heavye  lott : 
And  I  muft  leave  my  native  land* 

And  I  muft  live  a  man  forgot. 

One  gentle  Amrftrong  I  tioc  ken, 
A  Scot  he  TB  trrach  bound  to  meet 

He  dweHeth  on  the  border  iide. 
To  him  Vl\  got  right  privilie. 

Thus  did  ^be  noble  Perc^  'pUine, 
With  a  he^vy  he^rt  aiHl  weUuitfay, 

When  he  w  ith  all  hfi  s  gallant  iT>cn 
On  Bramham  moor  had  lofl  the  day. 

But  when  he  to  the  Armftrongt  came, 

They  dealt  w4th  him  all  treacherouflye  ; 
For  they  did  flrip  that  noble  earle  s 
*  And  ever  an  ill  death  may  they  dye. 


lo 


?S 


10 

Falfe' 
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Falfe  Hedx>v  to  Earl  Murray  fehe, 
To  ihew  him  where  his  gueft  did  hide : 

Who  fent  him  to  the  Lough-leven, 
With  William  Douglas  to  abide. 

And  when  he  to  the  Douglas  dame,  aj 

He  halched  him  right  curteouflie : 
Say*d,  Welcome,  welcome,  noble  earle. 

Here  thoa  fhalt  fafeiye  bide  with  mee« 

'    When  he  had  in  Lough-leven  been 

Many  a  month  and  many  a  day ;  39 

To  the  regent  *  the  lord  warden  f  fent, 
That  bannifht  earle  for  to  betray. 

He  offered  him  great  ftore  oif  gold, 

And  wrote  a  letter  fair  to  fee ; 
Saying",  Good  my  lord,  grant  me  my  boon,       3  j 

And  yield  that  banilht  man  to  mee* 

Earle  Percy  at  the  fupper  fate 

With  many  a  goodly  gentleman  t 
The  wylie  Douglas  then  befpake. 

And  thus  to  flyte  with  him  began :  40 

*  y^ies  Dwglas  Earl  rf  Morton^  eUSed  regent  of  Scotland  Novem^ 
her  24,  157a* 

\  ^Of  oneof  the  Englifi  marcbeu    Lord  Hun/den, 

What 
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What  makes  you  be  fo  fad,  my  lord, 

And  in  your  rrind  fo  forrowfullyi  ? 
To*morrow  a  {hootiogewill  bee  held 

Among  the  lords  of  the  North  country^ 

The  butts  are  fett,  the  (hootiag's  made,  45 

And  there  will  be  great  royaltye ; 
And  I  am  fworne  into  my  bille. 

Thither  to  bring  my  lord  Pcrcye. 

m  gire  thee  my  hand,  thou  gentle  Douglai^ 
And  here  by  my  true  faith,  quoth  hee,  {• 

If  thou  wilt  ryde  to  the  worldes  end, 
I  will  ryde  in  thy  companye* 

And  then  befpake  a  lady  faire, 

Mary  k  Douglas  was  her'  name : 
^You  flis^U  byde  here,  good  Englifh  lord,  5^ 

My  brother  is  a  traiterous  man. 

He  is  a  traitor  (lout  and  ftronge, 

As  I  tell  you  in  privitie : 
For  he  hath  tane  iiverance  of  the  erle  ^, 

Into  England  no  we  to  'liver  thee.  60 

Now  nay,  now  nay,  thou  goodly  lady, 
^    The  regent  is  a  noble  lord : 
Ne  for  the  gold  in  all  England, 

The  Douglas  wold  not  break  his  word. 


*  0/  the' ear/  of  MortM,  the  Regetit, 


When 
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When  the  ngeot  wm  a  baniiht  nma^  6^ 

With  ise  he  did  £ure  welcome  find; 

And  whether  weal  or  woe  betidei 
I  ftiH  fliall  find  him  erne  and  kind. 

BetweeneEoglsnd  and  Scotland  it  wold  bieafke  tmee^ 
And  friends  againe  they  wold  never  bee,        ym 

If  they  (hold  'Hver  a  baniflit  erle 
Was  driven  out  of  his  own  countrie* 

Alas!  ahfl  my  lord,  (hehjen^  - 

Nowe  mickle  is  their  craitorie ; 
Then  lett  my  brother  lyde  his  wayes,  7$ 

And  tell  thofe  £ngli(h  lords  from  thee^ 

How  that  you  cannot  with  him  ryde^ 
Becauie  you  are  in  an  ile  of  the  fea  *| 

Then  ere  my  brother  come  agaioe 
To  Edenborow  caille  \  Ile  cany  thee.  to 

To  the  Lord  Hume  I  will  diee  bring, 
He  is  well  knowne  a  true  Scots  lordf 

And  he  will  lofe  both  land  and  life. 
Ere  he  with  thee  will  break  his  word. 

*  /.  r.  Lakt  9f  LtvtH^  vfbicB  bath  cmmuadeaiion  with  th^ftm* 
f  At  that  time  in  the  hands  of  the  ff^fitefaBiw, 

Much 
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Much  it  my  woe,  Lofd  Percy  iayd»  8{ 

WhcQ  I  thinkie  on  my  o\^n  countrie. 

When  I  (hiuke  •»  the  heairyehappe 
My  frieodft  have  fuftred  there  for  moe. 

Much  18  my  woe,  Lord  Percy  fayd. 

And  i9n  thofe  wars  my  minde  diflrefle ;         99 
Where  many  a  widow  loll  her  rnate^ 

And  many  a  child  wat  fatherleire. 

And  now  dtat  I  a  hantiht  man^ 
Shold  bring  fuch  evil  happe  with  mee^ 

To  caufe  my  fiure  and  noble  friends  9$ 

To  be  fufpedl  of  treacfasrie : 


This  rivet  my  heart  with  double  woe  1 
And  lever  had  I  dye  this  day, 

Than  tbinke  a  Douglas  can  be  falfe» 
Or  ever  he  will  his  gueft  betray. 

If  you*ll  give  roe  no  truft,  my  lord^ 
Nor  unto  mee  no  credence  yield ; 

Yet  flep  one  moment  here  afide^ 
He  (howe  you  all  your  foes  in  ifeld« 


Lady,  I  never  loved  witchcraft,  10^ 

Never  dealt  in  privy  wylc  ; 

But  evermore  held  the  high-waye 

Of  truth  and" honour,  free  from  guile. 

It 
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If  you*!'  nor  rtxnc  yourfelfc  ir.y  lordc, 

Yet  ir'd  yoor  chamberlaine  with  mee;         ti# 

Let  me  bur  fpeak  three  words  with  hiro,' 
And  he  (hall  come  again  to  thee, 

James  Swynard  with  that  lady  went, 

She  ihowed  him  through  the  weme  of  her  ring 

How  many  Englifli  lords  there  were  115 

Watting  for  his  maimer  and  him* 

And  who  walkcs  yonder,  my  good  lady, 

So  royallyc  on  yonder  grccne  ? 
O  yonder  is  the  lord  Hunfd^n  ^ : 

Alas  I  he'll  doe  you  drie  and  teene*  i2# 

And  who  beth  yonder,  thou  gay  ladye. 
That  walkes  fo  proudly  him  beiide  f 

That  is  Sir  William  Drury  f ,  (heeTayd, 
A  keene  captaine  hee  is  and  tryde. 

How  mapy  miles  is  itt,  madame,  la; 

Betwixt  yond  Englifli  lords  and  mee? 
Marry  it  is  thrice  fifty  mileSi 

To  f;:^ile  to  them  upon  the  fea« 

*  The  Lord  Warden  of  the  Eaft  mariheu 
f  Gwernor  tf  Btrv^UK 

I  never 
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I  never  was  cm  Eoglifh  ^♦und^ 

Ne  never  fawe  it  with  mine  eye^  i  j« 

But.  as  my  book  it  (heweth  mee^ 

And  through  my  ring  I  maiy  defcryet 

•  ■  .       .    . 
My  mother  flice  was  a  witch  l^d/e,. 

And  of  her  &tlie  (he  learned  roee; 
She  wold  let  me  fee  out  of  Lough-leven  15  j 

What  they  did  in  London  citkr 

But  who  is  yond,  thou  lady  faire, 

That  iooketh  with  fic  an  aufterne  face  f 

Yonder  is  Sir  John  Feller  *,  quoth  (hee, 
Alas !  heUl  dd  ye  fore  difgrace*  140 

He  pulled  his  hatt  down  over  his  browe; 

He  wept;  his  heart  he  was  full  of  woet 
And  he  is  gone  to  his  noble  Lord, 

Thofe  forrowfui  tidings  him  to  (how. 

Now  nay,  now  riay,  good  James  Swynkrd,      i^f 

1  may  not  believe  that  witch  ladie : 
The  DouglalTes  were  ever  true, 
And  they  can  .ne'er  prove  falfe  to  mee« 

I  have  now  in  Lough>leven  been 
The  moil  part  of  thefe  yeai-s  three,  i^m 


,*  }fard€Ji  bf  tht  MiddU-mareh, 


Yett 
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Yett  have  I  n«v«r  had  noedattike^ 
Ne  no  good  gmatt  tbtt  I  cokl  fsew 

Therefoie  111  to  jrood  {hooting  wend. 

As  to  the  Douglas  I  have  hight : 
Betide  me  wealcy  beside  me  woc^  i  j$ 

He  ne^er  ihail  find  my  pfooiife  tight. 

He  writhe  a  gold  ring  from  his  finger^ 

And  gave  itt  to  that  gay  ladie : 
Sayes,  It  was  all  that  I  cold  §xwcy 

Jm  Htrley  woods  where  I  oold  bet  *•  i4o 

* 

•^ '    And  wilt  thou  goe,  thou  noble  lord^ 
Then  farewell  truth  and  honeftie; 
And  farewell  heart  and  farewell  hai^d  ; 
For  never  more  I  (hall  thee  fee* 

The  wind  was  faire^  the  boatmen  eall'd^  165 

And  all  the  faylors  were  on  horde  ; 

Then  Williaiti  Douglas  took  to  his  boat, 
And  with  him  went  that  noble  lord» 

Then  he  caft  up  a  filver  wand. 

Says,  Gentle  lady,  fare  thee  well  I  xye 

The  lady  fett  a  figh  (be  deep, 

Andtn  a  dead  fwoone  down  fhee  felU 


*  h  «.  H^e  I  was.    Aft  «nd^  iJiom, 


Novif 
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Now  let*  us  goe  back^  Douglas,  he  fayd, 
A  ficknefs  hath  taken  yond  faire  ladie{ 

If  ought  befall  yond  lady  but  good,  17 j 

Xhen  blamed  for  ever  I  Ihall  bee. 

Come  on,  come  on,  my  lord,  he  fayes ; 

Come  on,  come  on,  and  let  her  bee  t 
There's  ladyes  enow  in  Lough-leven 

For  to  cheere  that  gay  ladie.  x8o 

If  you'll  not  turne  yourfelf,  my  lord, 

^t  me  goe  with  my  chamberlaine ; 
We  will  but  comfort  that  faire  lady. 

And  wee  will  return  to  you  againe. 

Come  on,  come  on,  my  lord,  he  fayes,  18  j 

Come  on,  come  on,  and  let  her  bee ; 

My  fifler  is  crafty e,  and  wold  beguile 
A  thoufand  fuch  as  you  and  mee. 

When  they  had  fayled  *  fifty  myle, 

Now  fifty  mile  upon  the  fea ;  190 

Hee  fent  his  man  to  aik  the  Douglas, 

When  they  fhold  that  (hooting  fee.  - 


♦  Then  is  no  navigahU  jiream  between  hnugMeven  and  the  fea: 
hut  a  Ballad-maker  is  n9t  obliged  to  underjiand  Geograj^hjf, 


Vol.  I.  X  Faire 
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Faire  words,  quoth  he,  they  make  fboles  fiata^ 
And  that  by  thee  and  thy  lord  is  feen  i 

You  may  hap  to  thinke  itt  foone  enough,  igj 

Ere  you  that  fliooting  reach,  I  ween* 

Jamye  hh  hatt  pulled  over  his  browe, 
He  thought  his  lord  then  was  betrayed; 

And  he  is  to  Erie  Percy  againe, 
To  tell  him  what  the  Douglas  fayd.  torn 

Hold  upp  thy  head,  man,  quoth  his  lord  ; 

Nor  therefore  lett  thy  courage  fayle. 
He  did  it  but  to  prove  thy  heart, 

To  fee  if  he  cold  make  it  quail* 

When  they  had  other  fifty  fayW,  20$ 

Other  fifty  mile  upon  the  fea. 
Lord  Percy  called  to  Douglas  himfelfe, 

Saydy  What  wilt  thou  nowe  doe  with  mee  ? 

Looke  that  your  brydle  be  wight,  my  lord. 

And  your  horfe  goe  fwift  as  fhipp  att  fea  t     iio^ 

Looke  that  your  fpurres^  be  bright  and  fharpe, 
That  you  may  pricke  her  while  fhell  away. 

What  needeth  this,  Douglas,  he  fayth  $ 
What  needefi  thou  to  flyte  with  mee  ^ 

For  I  was  counted  a  horfeman  good  ai} 

Before  that  ever  I  mett  with  thee* 

A  falfc 


> 
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A  faife  Heaor  hath  oAy  horfe, 
Who  dealt  with  mee  fo  treacherouiUe  t 

A  falfc  Armftrong  hath  my  fpurrcs, 
And  all  the  geere  belongs  to  mee.  siO 

When  they  had  feyled  other  fifty  mile, 

Other  fifty  mile  upon  the  fea  t 
They  landed  low  by  Berwicke  ildey 

A  deputed  *  laird^  landed  Lord  Percye. 

Then  he  at  Yorke  was  doomde  to  dye,  is  j; 

It  w^s,  alas!  a  forrowfalfight: 
Thiis  they  betrayed  that  noble  earle^ 

Who  ever  was  a  gallant  wight. 

Vrr,  114.  F9I,  MS,  rtsdt  laodf  ami  bta  mt  the  fdlvwingJIamcM^ 


V. 
MY  MIND  TO  M£  A  KINGDMI  IS. 

This  excellent  fhilofophicai fmg  afpemrs  to  have  been  fa* 
mous  in  thejixteenth  century.  It  is  quoted  by  Ben  Jon/on  in 
his  ^ay  of  "  Every  Man  out  of  his  Humour ^  ^  firjt  ahed  in 
'599f  '^^  I*  ^c,i,  vihert  an  impatient  per/on  Jays  ^ 

^*  I  am  mfttch  pirdcyutMuto  believe 
**  T^at  be^ery  is  the  onely  happinejft^ 


X»  "Or 


») 


I*^ 


\ 
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**  Or^  with  a  numher  rf  tbtfe  patient  fodes^ 
••  Ti  fing^  *  My  mindc  /•  me  a  kingdome  is^ 
**  When  the  lanke  hungrie  helly  haries  for  foodeJ* 

It  is  here  chiejly  printed  fi^m  a  thin  quarto  Mufic  haok^ 
intitleJf  **  Pfalmes^  SmietSy  and  Songs  of  fadnes  and 
^^  pietie^  made  into  Muficke  of  fioe  parts:  k^c.  By  Wil' 
•'  Ham  Byrdy  one  of  the  Gent,  (f  the  ^eenes  Majefiies  ko^ 
*'  norahle  ChappeU.^ Printed  fy  Thomas  Eaji,  &c.'*  ^to. 
no  date:  hut  Ames  in  his  Typog,  has  mentioned  another  edit* 
of  the  Jame  booky  dated  15889  *mhich  I  tahe  to  have  been 
later  than  this* 

Some  improvements^  and  an  additional  ftan%a  (Jc.  the 
^thj.  were  had  from  two  other  ancient  copies ;  mie  of  them 
in  black  Jetter  in  the  Pepys  QMeSliw^  thus  infcribed^  **  A 
^^fweet  and  pkafant  fonet^  intitled^  '  My  Minde  to  me  a 
«*  Kingdom  is,*     To  the  tune  of  In  Crete^  tsfc.** 

Some  tf  thefianxas  in  this  poem  were  printed  by  Byrd 
feparate  from  the  refl:  they  are  here  given  in  what  feeMed 
tnt  mofi  natural  order* 

MY  minde  to  me  a  kingdome  is ; 
Such  perfedi  joy  therein  Ijdade 
As  farre  exceeds  all  earthly  blilTe, 

That  God  or  Nature  hath  affignde : 
Though  much  I  want,  that  moA  would  havcy      5 
Yet  flill  my  mind  forbids  to  crave. 

Content  I  live,  this  is  my  ftay ; 

I  feek  no  more  than  may  fuffice : 
I  prelTe  to  beare  no  haughtie  fway  ; 

Look  what  I  lack  my  mind  fupplies*  im 

Loei 
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Loe  I  thus  I  triumph  like  a  king. 
Content  with  that  my  mind  doth  bring* 

I  fee  how  plentie  furfets  oft. 

And  haftie  clymbert  fooneil  fall : 
I  fee  that  fuch  as  fit  aloft  1$ 

Milhap  doth  threaten  moft  of  all  t 
Thefe  get  with  toile,  and  keep  with  feare: 
Such  cares  my  mind  could  never  beare. 

No  princely  pompe,  nor  welthie  florCf 
No  force  to  winne  the  vi6torie,  ao 

No  wylie  wit  to  falve  a  fore. 
No  (hape  to  winne  a  lovers  eye  ; 

To  none  of  thefe  I  yeeld  as  thral]^ 

For  why  my  mind  defpifeth  all* 

Some  have  too  much^  yet  (till  they  crave,  a  j 

I  little  havci  yet  feek  no  more : 
They  are  but  poore,  tho*  much  they  have  ; 

And  I  am  rich  with  little  (lore: 
They  poor,  I  rich  {  they  beg,  I  give.; 
Th^  lacke,  I  lend ;  they  pine,  I  live*  39 

I  laugh  not  at  anothers  loflei 

I  grudge  not  at  anothers  gaine ; 
No  worldly  wave  my  mind  can  tolfey 

I  brocd^e  that  is  anothers  bane  1 

/     X  3  Ifeare 
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« 

I  feare  no  foe,  nor  fewne  on  friend ;  j  j 

I  lothe  not  life,  nor  dread  mipe  end. 

I  joy  not  in  no  esLvthly  bliffe ; 

I  wei|^  not  Crefus'  weltb  a  itrawf 
For  care,  I  care  not  what  it  is; 

I  feare  not  fortunes  fatal!  law :  40 

My  mind  is  fuch  as  may  not  move 
For  beautie  bright  or  force  of  love. 

I  wi(h  but  what  I  havf  at  will ; 

I  wander  not  to  feeke  for  more  | 
I  like  the  plaine,  I  clime  no  hill ;  45; 

In  gre^tcft  ftormes  I  fitte  on  fhore. 
And  laugh  at  them  that  toile  in  value 
To  get  what  muil  be  loft  againe. 

1  kiile  not  where  I  wifli  to  kill ; 

I  feigne  pot  love  v^he're  ^oft  I  hate  |  jo  * 

I  breake  no  iieep  to  winne  my  will ; 

I  wayte  not  at  the  mightits  gate  ; 
I  fcorne  no  poore,  I  feare  no  rich ; 

I  feele  no  want,  nor  have  too  much, 

>  .'         <     -  ' 

The  court,  ne  cart,  I  like,  ne  loath ;  |j 

Extreaipes  are  counted  worft  of  all:  '' ' 

The  golden  meane  bet«(ixt  them  botbl 
Doth  furefl  fit,  and  £eari  no  fall;     ' 

ThM 
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Thb  is  my  choyce^  for'why  I  fiodc^ 

Mo  wealth  is  like  a  quiet  mtnde.  fo 

My  welth  is  healthy  and  peifed  eafe; 

My  confcicnce  clere  my  chiefe  .dc^nces 
I  never  feeke  by  brybes  to  pleafe^ 

Harfiy  defert  to  giye  offence  ; 
Thus  do  I  live,  thus  will  I  die;  4i 

Would  all  did  fo  well  a;i  II 


VL 
THE  PATIENT  COUNTESS. 

Tbe  fuhjeB  of  this  taU  is  taken  fram  that  entertaining 
Colkquy  ^Erasmus,  intitled^  **  Uxmr M^af^ya^^faf9 
Conjugium :"  which  has  been  agreeably  n^odemitud  by  the 
late  Mr.  Spbnce,  ftt  his  In  tie  Mi/eellaneous  P^blieatien^ 
ihtitledj  '*  Moralities,  Is^c,  by  Sir  Harry  Beaumont^ 
1 7 $3,  %vo.pag.^^, 

The  following  ftanzas  are  extraSedfrem  an  ancient  poem 
infitled  Albion's  England,  written  by  W;  Warner, 
a  celebrated  Poet  in  the  reign  of  SU  Elizabeth^  though  hit 
name  and  worhs  are  now  equally  forgotten.  The  Keader 
will  find  fome  account  of  him  in  f^oL  JL  Book  IL  Song  24, 

The  following  fianxas  are  printed  from  the  author^  s  im^ 
proved  edition  ^  his  igork^  printed  in  1602^  4/0. ;  the  third 
jmpjejffion  ^  which  appeared  fo  early  m  liJQa,  in  bL  lef. 
^o.^^The  edition  in  1602  is  in  thirteen  Books  i  andfo  it 
is  reprinted  in  lb \%^  ^to.\  yety  in  1606,  was  publijhed 
f '  A  Continuance  of  Albion^ s  England^  by  thefirjl  author^ 
V  fTf  IFl  Lond.  4/9.  ;'•  this  contains  Booh  ^iv»  W-  ^tvi* 
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Jm  Ameses  ^ypPg^^p^^  « preferred  the  memwy  of  atnihgr 
fublication  of  this  nvr iter's^  intitled.  '*  Warner's  Poe- 
try,'* pinted  in  1586,  '  2/wa,  and  reprinted  in  i6o2« 
7here  is  alfu  extant,  under  the  name  of  Warner^  *•  Syrinx^ 
**  or  f even  fold  Hijl.  pleafant^  and  profitable^  comical^  and 
••  tragical.'*  ^to. 

It  is  proper  to  premife^  that  the  following  lines  'were  mot 
written  by  the  Author  in  fianxas  but  in  long  Alexandrintt 
rf  1 4  fylhtbUs ;  which  the  narrownefs  of  ot^page  made  it 
here  necejfary  ffubdiwde^ 

IMpatience  chaungeth  fmoke  to  flame^ 
But  jelouGe  is  hell ; 
Sonie  wives  by  patience  have  reduc'd 

111  huibands  \o  live  wells 
As  did  the  ladie  of  an  earle,  j 

Of  whom  I  DOW  Aiall  telL 

An  earle  <  there  was'  had  wedded,  lov*d ; 

Was  lov'dy  and  lived  long 
Jull  true  to  his  fayic  countefTe;  yet 

At  lafi  he  did  her  wrong.  iq 

Once  hunted  he  untill  the  chace, 

Long  failing,  and  the  heat 
Did  houfe  him  in  a  peakifti  graunge 

Within  a  forell  great. 

Where  knowne  and  welcomed  (as  the  place        i^ 

And  perfoDS  might  afforde) 
Browne  bread,  whig,  bacon,  curds  and  milke 

Were  fet  him  on  the  borde. 

A  cuihioa 
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A  cufliion  made  of  lifts,  a  floole 

Halfe  backed  with  a  hoope  go 

Were  brought  him,  and  he  fitteth  down 

BeHdes  a  lorry  coupe* 

The  poore  old  couple  wiftit  their  bread 
Were  wheats  their  whig  were  perry, 

Their  bacon  beefe,  their  milke  and  curdi  j  j 

Were  creame,  to  make  him  merry. 

Meane  while  (in  ruiTet  neatly  clad, 

With  linen  white  as  fwanne, 
Herfelfe  more  white,  fave  rode  where 

The  ruddy  colour  ranne :  30 

Whome  naked  nature,  not  the  aydit 

Of  arte  made  to  excell) 
The  good  man's  daughter  fturres  to  fee 

That  all  were  fisat  and  well ; 
The  earle  did  marke  her,  and  admire  3$ 

Such  beautie  there  to  dwell. 

Yet  fals  he  to  their  homely  farci 

And  held  him  at  a  feaft : 
But  as  his  hunger  flaked,  fb 

An  amorous  heat  increaft.  40 


When  this  repaft  was  paft,  and  thahkSy 

« 

And  welcome  too ;  he  layd 


Unto 
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^tito  his  hoil  ^d  hofiede,  ia 
The  hearing  of  the  mayd : 

Yec  know,  quoth  he»  that  I  am  lord  4C 

Of  this,  and  many  townes ; 
I  alfo  know  that  you  be  poore» 

And  I  caa  fparie  you  powne^f 

Soe  will  I,  fo  yee  will  confent| 

That  yonder  iaife  and  I  C^ 

Majr  bargainc  for  her  love ;  at  lea(l, 

D€>c  give  me  leave  to  tr}'c. 
Who  needs  to  know  it  ?  nay  who  darei 

Into  my  doings  pry  i 

Pirft  they  miflike,  yet  at  the  length  ct 

For  hicre  were  mifled  s 
And  thep  the  gapiefome  earle  d|d  wowp 

The  damfell  for  his  bed* 

s 
He  took  her  ici  his  armea^  w  yet 

So  coyiAi  to  be  kid,  (S# 

As  mayds  that  know  themfelves  beloy'di 

And  yieldingly  refill. 

In  few,  his  offer*  were  fo  large 

She  laftly  did  confent ; 
With  whom  be  lodged  all  that  nigbtf  fijf 

And  early  home  he  WQtU« 
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^e  tooke  occafion  ofttentimet 

In  fuch  a  fort  to  hunt* 
Whom  when  his  lady  often  m\% 

Contrary  to  his  wooti  jo 

And  laftly  was  informed  of 

His  amorous  haunt  eliewhere; 
It  greev'd  her  not  a  little,  thougii 

She  feem'd  it  wM  to  beare* 


And  thus  (he  reafons  with  herfelfe,  f^ 

Some  fault  perhaps  in  me  i 
jBomewhat  is  done,  that  fo  he  dot!) ; 

Alas !  what  may  it  be  ? 

How  may  I  winne  liim  to  my&lf  ^ 

He  is  a  man,  and  men  go 

Have  imperfe^ions ;  it  behooves 

Me  pardon  nature  then. 

To  chccke  him  were  to  make  him  checke  •, 

Although  hee  now  were  chafle  z 
A  man  controuled  of  hu  wife,  Sj 

To  her  make^  leiTer  haile, 

*  To  CHICK  a  a  firm  tnfa1e<mry%  applied  Kvhen  a  hawh  Jiops  and 
tur'nt  a'u.ay  from  his  prof er pur fuit  i  To  CHSCK  fi[*  J^^lfitf  to  rtprofoi 
itr  fbidi,     Ji  /j  in  fkis  v*rj$  ufed  in  botbjenfu. 

If 


3i6       ANCIENT    POEMS- 

If  duty  then,  or  daliance  may 

Frevayle  to  alter  him ; 
I  will  be  dutifully  and  make 

My  felfe  for  daliance  trim.  ^ 

So  was  (he,  and  fo  lovingly 

Did  entertaine  her  lord. 
At  fairer,  or  more  faultles  none 

Could  b«  for  bed  or  bord^ 

Yet  flill  he  loves  hit  leiman,  and  9 ^ 

Did  flill  purfue  that  game, 
Sufpe6ting  nothing  left,  than  that 

His  lady  knew  the  fame : 
Wherefore  to  make  him  know  flie  knew. 

She  this  devife  did  frame :  ig9 

When  long  (he  had  been  wronged,  and  fought 

The  forefayd  meanei  in  vaine, 
She  rideth  to  the  flmple  graunge 

But  with  a  (lender  traine. 

She  lighteth,  entreth,  greets  them  well^  zoj 

And  then  did  looke  about  her : 
The  guiltie  houlhold  knowing  her. 

Did  wi(h  themfelves  without  her; 
Yet,  for  (he  looked  merily. 

The  le(re  they  did  mifd^ubt  her**  1 10 

n  Whea 
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When  ihe  had  feen  the  beauteous  wench 

(Then  bluftiing  fairnes  fairer) 
Such  beauty  made  the  countefle  hold 

Them  both  excu&'d  the  rather. 

Who  would  not  bite  at  fuch  a  bait  ?  1 1  j 

Though  (he :  and  who  (though  loth) 

So  poore  a  wench,  but  gold  might  tempt  ? 
Sweet  errors  lead  them  both. 

Scarfe  one  in  twenty  that  had  bragg'd 

Of  proffer'd  gold  denied ,  l%9 

Or  of  fuch  yeelding  beautie  baulkt, 

Buty  tenne  to  one,  had  lied. 

Thus  thought  (he :  and  (he  thus  declares 

Her  caufe  of  coming  tbether ; 
My  lord,  oft  hunting  in  thefe  partes,  zs  j 

Through  travel,  night  or  wether. 

Hath  often  lodged  in  your  houfe; 

I  thanke  you  for  the  fame ; 
For  why  ?  it  doth  him  jolly  eafc 

To  lie  fo  neare  his  game.  13a 

But,  for  you  have  not  furniture 

Befeeming  fuch  a  gueft, 

I  bring  his  owne,  and  come  royfelfe 

To  fee  his  lodging  dreft. 

With 
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With  tKat  two  fiifDpters  were  diicharg'd,  131 

In  which  were  hangings  brarey 
Si'ke  coverings,  curtens,  carpets^  plate^ 

And  al  fuch  turn  Ihould  hare. 


When  all  was  handibmly  difpot*d. 

She  prayes  them  to  have  care  t4d 

That  nothing  hap  in  their  defaiilr|» 

That  might  hi>  health  impair  i 

And,  DntrM],  quoth  fhee,  for  it  feemet 

This  ho u (hold  is  btit  three, 
And  for  thy  parents  age,  that  this  14J 

Shall  chitfelj  reft  on  thee ; 

Do  m^  that  good,  elfe  would  to  God 

He  hither  come  no  more. 
So  tooke  (he  horfe,  and  ere  Hie  went 

fieftcjwed  gould  good  Ilore.  1^0 

Full  little  thought  the  conntie  that 

His  coiinteile  had  done  fo ; 
Who  now  retuin'd  from  far  affaires 

Did  to  his  fvveet-heart  go. 

No  fctoner  fat  he  foote  within  i{$ 

The  late  defornjcd  cote, 

But  that  the  fbrmall  change  of  things 

His  wondt'ing  eies'did  note*' 

7  But 


ANCIENT    POEMS.       319 

But  when  he  knew  thofe  goods  to  be 

His  proper  gotxis ;  though  late,  160 

Scarce  taking  leave,  he  home  retumet 

The  matter  to  debate* 

The  couQteiTe  was  a<>bed,  and  he 

With  her  his  lodging  tooke ; 
Sir,  welcome  home  (quoth  fliee) ;  this  uight     i6( 

For  you  1  did  not  looke. 

Then  did  he  queftion  her  of  fuch 

His  iluffe  beflowed  foe* 
Forfoothy  quoth  (lie,  becaufe  I  did 

Your  love  and  lodging  knowe ;  170 

Your  love  to  be  a  proper  wench, 

Your  lodging  nothing  lelTe; 
I  held  it  for  your  health,  the  boufe   . 

More  decently  to  dreiTe. 

Well  wot  I,  notwithftanding  her,  175 

Your  lordfhip  lovcth  me } 
And  greater  hope  to  hold  yoii  fiKh 

By  quiet,  then  brawles,  *  you*  fee. 

Then  for  ray  duty,  your  delight. 

And  to  retaine  your  favour,  iSo 

All  done  I  did,  and  patiently 

Expc<5l  your  wonted  'haviour. 

Her 
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Her  patience,  witte  and  anfwer  wrought 

His  gentle  tearcs  to  fall : 
When  (kiffing  her  a  fcore  of  times)  i2^ 

Amend,  fweet  wife,  I  (hall : 
He  faidy  and  did  it ;  <  fo  each  wife 

*  Her  huiband  may'  recall. 


VII. 
DOWSABELL. 

T/te  following  Jianxas  ivere  written  by  MiCHAEL 
Drayton,  a  poet  of  fome  eminence  in  the  reigns  of  3^ 
Elizabeth,  fames  I.  and  Charles  L  *  They  are  infa'ted  in 
tne  of  his  Pailorals,  the  frji  edition  of  which  bears  this 
njohimfical  title,  *  Idea.  The  Shepheards  Garlatid  fa* 
•*  Jhioned  in  nine  Eglogs,  Rowlands  facrifice  to  the  nine 
^^  mufes,  Lond.  15^3.*'  4/0.  They  are  infcrihed  ivith 
the  Author^ s  name  at  length  **  To  the  noble  and  valerous 
*^  gefitleman  mqfter  Robert  Dudley,  tsfc,**  It  is  very 
remarkable  that  when  Drayton  reprinted  them  in  the  firft 
folio  Edit,  of  his  Ivor  is,  1^19,  he  had  given  thofe  Eclogues 
fo  thorough  a  revifal,  that  there  is  hardly  a  line  to  be  found 
the  fame  as  in  the  old  edition.  This  poem  had  received  the 
feweft  cor  regions,  and  therefore  is  chiefly  given  from  the 
oncient  copy^  luhere  it  is  thus  introduced  by  one  of  bis 
Shepherds : 

*  He  was  korn  in  1 56 3,  and  elied  /;« 1 63 1;    Bi^g*  Brit, 

Liften 
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Uften  id  mee^  my  liyvely  Jkepheards  joye^ 
-  And  thoujbalt  keare^  with  mirth  andmickle  giee^ 
Apretie  taU^  nuhich  when  fivOr  a  boy^    ' 
My  toothles  grandame  oft  hath  totdc  tome^      « 

The  Author  has  proftffedly  imitated  theftyle  and  metre  of 
fome  of  the  old  metrical  Romances^  particularly  that  if 
Sir  IsENBRAS*,   (alluded to  in  v,  3.).  cu  the  Reader  may 
judge  from  the  follonxjing  fpecimen  : 

Lordynges^  lyfleH*  and  you  Jhal  here^  C5*r» 
«  41  *  *  * 

Tejhall  fwell  heare  of  a  kmght^ 
That  mjas  in  warrefull  wyght^ 

And  doughty e  if  his  dede  : 
His  name  was  Syr  Ifenhras^  I® 

Man  nobler  then  he  was 

Lyved  none  nvith  breade. 
He  'was  lyvely,  large^  and  longe^ 
With  Jhoulders  broade^  and  armes firongt^ 

That  myvhtie  was  toje  :  IJ 

He  was  a  hardye  man^  and  hye^ 
^  All  men  hym  loved  that  hymfcy 

For  a  genlyll  knight  was  he  i      ' 
Harpers  loved  him  in  hall f 
JVith  other  minfrells  all^  20 

For  he  gave  them  golde  and  fee ^  (sfc* 

This  ancient  Legend  tva^  printed  in  black-letter^  4/0,  by 

ntfitjaa  Coiritan) ,  m  date. — In  the  Cotton  Library  (Qalig. 

A^  z.)  is  a  MS,  copy  of  the  fan\e  Romance  containing  the 

greateft  variations.     They  are  probably  two  different  tranf 

lotions  of  fome  French  OriginaU 

♦  AsalfiChaucerWKbymtof  SirTopat.v*^% 


Vol.  I.  Y  FARRE 


F 
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^  ARRE  in  the  countrey  of  Ardea, 

There  woo'd  a  koighr,  Iri^  Caftmco^ 
As  boMe  ^  UMrtf : 
Fell  wai  he,  and  eger  bent. 
In  batten  and  in  tonrnament,  ^ 

Ai  wtf  the  good  Sir  Topat • 

He  had,  atf  antique  (lories  tell, 
A  daughter  cleaped  Sowkbel, 

A  mayden  £ijre  aiid  free: 
And  for  fhe  wat  iier  fathers  heire^  *  lo 

Foil  well  ihe  was  y-cood  the  leyrs 

Of  mickle  curtefie. 

The  filke  well  coutk  4hs  twift  and  Cwiae^ 
And  make  the  fine  niarch«pioe, 

And  with  the  needle  werket  15  > 

And  (he  couth  helpe  the  pijcft  to  bj 
Hit  mattins  on  a  holy*day, 

And  fing  a  pialme  in  kirke. 

She  ware  a  frock  of  frolickc  greener 

Might  well  bcfceme  a  mayden  qufdne,   '  «o 

Which  feemly  was  to  fee ; 
A  hood  to  that  fo  neat  and  tme^ 
In  colour  like  the  colombincy 

Y-wrought  full  feacoufty* 

Her 
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Her  features  all  as  freth  above.  At 

As  is  the  grade  that  growes  by  DoTe; 

And  l^rth  as  ItlTe  of  Kent. 
Her  Ikio  as  foft  as  Lemfter  wooll. 
As  white  as  fnow  on  Peakifti  Hull, 

Or  fwanne  that  fvtrims  in  Trent.  30 

This  mayden  in  a  morne  betime 

Went  forth,  when  May  was  in  her  priitie^ 

To  get  fweete  cetywall. 
The  honcy-fuckle,  the  liarlocke, 
The  lilly  and  the  iady-fmocke,    -  35 

To  deck  her  fumnner  haiL 


Thus,  as  (he  waodred  here  and  there, 
Y-picking  of  the  bloomed  breere, 

She  chanced  to  efpie 
A  (liepheard  fitting  on  a  bancke,  40 

Like  chanteclere  he  crowed  crancke^ 

And  pip'd  full  merrtlie*    . 

He  lear'd  his  (heepe  as  he  him  lifi. 
When  he  would  whifli^  in  bis  fiil. 

To  feede  about  him  round  1  ^j; 

Whilfl  he  full  many  a  carroU  fung« 
Untill  the  fields  and.medowes  ruii^ 

And  all  the  woods  did  found* 


Y4 
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In  bvom  this  £uiie  fliepheards  fwajne 
Was  like  the  bedlam  Tamburiayne*,  j« 

V  Which  helde  prowd  kiags  in  awe  : 
But  meeke  he  wa*  as  lamb  monght  be  ; 
Ao  innoceot  of  ill  as  he  f 
Whom  his  lewd  brother  flaw* 

The  (bepheard  ware  a  iheep&'gray  clokc,  55 

Which  was  of  the  tioeft  loke. 

That  could  be  cut  with  (heercs 
His  mittens  were  of  bauzens  ikinae^ 
His  cockers  were  of  cordiwio^ 

His  hood  of  menivcere.  6^ 

His  aule  and  lingell  in  a  thong. 
His  tar-boxe  on  his  broad  belt  hong. 

His  breech  of  coyntrie  blewe  i 
Full  crifpe  and  curled  were  his  lockes, 
Hif  browes  as  white  as  Albion  rocks :  -   65 

So  like  a  lover  true» 

* 

And  pyping  dill  he  fpent  the  day. 
So  merry  as  the  popingay ; 

Which  liked  Dowfabel  s  » 

That  would  flie  ought,  or  would  die  ndught,     70 
This  lad  would  never  from  her  thought ; 

She  in  love-longing  felU 

*  jilluding  to  *'  tamburiaine  the  great,  •r  tBe  Scythian  Sbepbeard,** 
159O1  %V0f  an  old  ranting  flay  afcrihed  to  Marlowe^  'f  Sc,  Abd* 


•  « 


At 
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At  length  flie  tucked  up  her  frockc, 
White  as  a  lilly  was  her  fmocVe, 

She  drew  the  fliepheaf d  nyc ;  75 

But  then  the  fliepheard  pypM  a  good, 
That  all  his  llieepe  forfooke  their  foode, 

To  heare  his  melodye. 


Thy  (heepe»  quoth  (lie,  cannot  be  leanc, 

That  have  a  jolly  fliepheards  fwayne,  '     €• 

The  which  can  pipe  fo  well : 
Yea  but,  fayth  he,  their  Hiepheard  may^ 
If  pyping  thus  he  pine  away 

In  love  of  DowfabeL 

Of  love,  fond  boy,  take  thou  no  keepe,      ^       85 
Quoth  (lie ;  looke  thou  unto  thy  flieepe, 

Left  they  ihould  hap  to  ftray. 
Quoth  he,  fo  had  I  done  full  well. 
Had  I  not  feen  fay  re  Dowfabell 

Come  forth  to  gather  maye.  90 

With  that  file  gan  to  vaile  her  hea(}y 
Her  cheeks  were  like  the  rofes  red. 

But  not  a  word  fhe  fayd : 
With  that  the  fhepheard  gan  to  frowne. 
He  threw  his  pretie  pypes  adowne,  9{ 

Aod  on  the  ground  hitn  layd. 

Y  i  Sayth 


374       ANCIENT    POEMS. 

Saych  (lie,  I  may  not  fiay  till  night. 
And  leave  my  iummer-hall  undight. 

And  ail  for  long  of  tbee* 
My  coate,  fayth  he»  nor  yet  my  foulde 
Shall  neither  iheepe,  nor  fliepheard  hould, 

Except  thou  favour  mee* 


Sayth  (he.  Yet  lever  were  I  dead. 
Then  I  (hould  lofe  my  mayden-head,     . 

And  all  for  love  of  men.  io{ 

Sayth  he.  Yet  are  you  too  unkind, 
ff  in  your  heart  you  cannot  finde 

To  love  U8  now  and  th.en« 

And  I  to  thee  will  be  as  kinde 

As  Colin  was  to  Rofalinde,  xio 

Of  curtefie  the  flower. 
Then  will  I  be  as  true,  quoth  (he. 
As  ever  raayden  yet  might  be 

Unto  her  paramour. 

With  that  fhe  bent  her  fhow-white  knee,  z  t; 

Downe  by  the  fliepheard  kneeled  (liee. 

And  him  (he  fweetely  kid : 
With  that  the  (hepheard  whoopM  fbr  joy, 
Quoth  he,  ther's  never  Atepheards  boy 

That  ever  was  fo  blift.  1 20 


Vni.    THE 
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VIIL 
THE  FAREWELL   TO  LOVE^ 

Fr$m  Beaumont  and  FUtcber^s  flmy^  inikied  The  L$vir^/ 

ADIEU,  fond  lovc^  farewell  yott  wanton  poweri ; 
LaiB  free  again* 
Thoo  dull  difeafe  of  blond  and  idle  hourf » 
Bewitching  patn. 
Fly  to  fools,  that  figh  away  their  time:  5 

My  nobler  love  to  heaven  doth  climb. 
And  there  behold  beauty  ftill  young, 

That  time  can  ne'er  corrupt,  nor  death  deflroy, 
Immortal  fweetnefs  by  fair  angeli  fung. 

And  honoured  by  eternity  and  joy :  yo 

There  lies  my  love,  thither  my  hopes  afpire, 
I    fond  love  declincti  this  heavenly  love  grows  higher* 


Y  ^  IX.  ULYS- 
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IX. 
ULYSSES     AND     THE     SYREN, 


affords  a  pretty  poetical  conteji  bettveeu  Fleafure  and 
Honour*  It  is  found  a"  the  end  of  *'  Hymen^s  triumph  :  a 
^^  paftoral  tragicomedies^*  ivritten  by  Daniel  ^  and  printed 
among  his  *worisy  4/0,  1623  *•— Dan  i  el,  ijuho  ivas  a  con* 
tempora  y  of  Drayton's)  and  is  f aid  to  have  been  poetlaureat 
to  ^ueen  Elizabeth^  ivas  born  in  1^62,  and  died  in  161  g. 
Anne  Count tfs  of  Dorfet^  Pembroke^  and  Montgomery  (to 
whom  Daniel  had  been  Tutor) ,  has  infer  ted  a  f mall  Portrait 
of  him  in  a  full-length  Pi^ure  of  herfelf\  preferued  at 
Appleby  Caftle^  in  Cumberland. 

This  little  poem  is  the  rather  feleBed  for  a  fpecimen  (f 
Darnells  poetic  powers^  as  it  is  omitted  in  the  later  editiotf 
of  his  worksf  2  vols,  i  imo,  1 7 1 8« 

Syren, 

COME^  worthy  Greeke,  Ulyfles  come, 
.  Pofibfle  thcfc  fliores  with  me,     . 
The  windes  and  feas  are  troublefome, 

And  here  we  may  be  fiee. 
Here  may  we  fit  and  view  their  toylc,  j 

That  travaile  in. the  deepe, 
Enjoy  the  day  in  mirth  the  while, 
And  fpend  the  night  in  lleepe. 

*  Jn  this  edition  it  is  ioUated  tuitb  a  eopv  printed  at  the  end  of  hit 
^  Troj^edie  of  Cleopatra*    London,  x(e7|  i2aM,** 

ULTt8£«« 


/ 
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UX-YSSES. 

Faire  nyrriph,  Vf  fame  or  honour  were 

To  be  attaia'd  with  eafe,  19 

Then  would  I  come  and  reft  with  thee. 

And  leave  fuch  toiles  as  thcfe : 
But  here  k  dwels,  and  here  muft  I 

With  danger  fcek  it  forth ; 
To  fpend  the  time  luxuriously  .     'S 

fiecomeft  not  men  of  worth* 

Ulyfles,  O  be  not  'deceiv'd 

With  that  unreall  name: 
This  honour  is  a  thing  conceived. 

And  refls  on  others*  fame*  %q 

Begotten  only  to  moleft 

Our  peace,  and  to  beguile 
(The  bed  thing  of  our  life)  our  reil, 

And  give  us  up  to  toyle ! 

Ulysses. 

Delicious  nymph,  fuppofe  there  were  2^ 

Nor  honor,  nor  report. 
Yet  manlineife  would  fcorne  to  weare 

The  time  in  idle  ijport: 

For 
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For  toyle  doth  give  a  better  touch 

To  make  us  feeie  our  joy;  30 

And  eafe  findes  tediouilie*,  at  much 

As  labour  yeelds  annoy* 

SraEN. 

Then  pleafure  likewift  feemet  the  Aore, 

Whereto  tendes  all  your  toyle; 
Which  you  forego  to  make  it  norei  55 

And  perifli  oft  the  whHe. 
Who  may  difport  them  diverfly. 

Find  nerer  tedious  day  t 
And  eafe  may  have  variety,  '  , 

As  well  as  a(^xon  may*  _  4# 

Ulysses* 

But  natures  of  the  noblefl  fnune 

Thefe  toyles  and  dangers  pleafe ; 
And  they  take  comfort  in  the  &mc^ 

As  much  as  you  in  eafe: 
And  with  the  thought  of  a£^ions  paft  4; 

Are  recreated  ilill : 
When  pleafure  leaves  a  touch  at  laft 
.  To  ihew  that  it  was  ill. 


Strek. 
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8yR£«r» 


->♦  '( 


TThat  doth  opinion  ooly.<ati(e, 

That's  out  of  cuftom  bred ;      »  i^ 

Which  makes  us  many  other  laws, 

Than  ever  nature  did. 
No  widdowes  waile  for  our  delights, 

Our  fports  are  without  blood ; 
The  world  we  fee  by  warlike  wighNi  r< 

Receives  more  hurt  than  good.. 

UtYfSSS* 

> 

But  yet  the  ftate  of  things  requiiv 

Thcfe  motions  of  unreft. 
And  thefe  great  fpirlts  of  high  dcfirc 

Seem  borne  to  tume  them  beft :  0^ 

To  purge  the  mifchiefes,  that  tncreaft 

And  all  good  order  mar : 
For  oft  we  fee  a  wicked  peace. 

To  be  well  chaog'd  for  war* 

SrRfiN* 

Well,  well,  UlyiRs,  then  I  fee  ^ 

1  (hall  not  have  thee  here; 
And  therefore  I  will  come  to  thee> 

And  take  my  fortune  there. 

Imut 
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I  muft  be  wonne  that  cannot  win. 

Yet  loft  were  I  not  wonne :  yo 

For  beauty  bath  created  bin 

T'  undoo  or  bt  undootu 


X. 

CUPID*s    PASTIME. 

This  beautiful  foem^  which  poffeffes  a  clafflcal  elegance 
hardly  to  be  expeHed  in  the  age  ef  James  L  is  printed  from 
the  ^th  edition  vf  Davifon^s  Poems  *,  tifc,  162 1 .  //  is  alfo 
fyuid in  a  later mifcellany^  intitledy  **  Le  Prince  d* Amour j* 
l6t>o,  8v«. — Francis  Da^ifon^  editor  of  the  poems  above 
referred  tOy  was  fon  </"  that  unfortunate  fecretaty  rf  Jlate^ 
njohofuffered  fo  much  from  the  affair  of  Mary  ^  ^f  Scots, 
7heje  poems^  he  tells  us  in  his  preface^  were  written  by 
kimfelf\  by  his  brother  [  Walter'\y  nvho  was  a  foldier  In  the 
ivats  wf  the  Lonu  Countries^  and  by  fome  dear  friends 
•*  anonymoi,**  Among  them  are  found  fome  pieces  by  Sir  y, 
DaviSf  the  Countejs  of  Pembroke^  Sir  Philip  Sidney^ 
Spenfer^  and  other  loits  of  thofe  times* 

In  the  fourth  i/ol.  of  Drydtn^s  Mifcellanies^  this  poem  is 

mttyibuted  to  Sydney  Godolphin^  E/q\   but  erfoneoufly^  ■  being 

probably  *wt  itten  before  he  was  born.     One  edit,  of  Davi^ 

Jons  book  Tuas  publijhed in  1608.     Godolphin  ijcas  born  in 

161  o>  and  died  i9  1642*3.     Ath.  Ox,  I  J.  23. 

♦  See  the  full  title  in  Vol.  IL  Book  III  iV&.  IF. 

:     '  IT 
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IT  chanc'd  of  lite  a  fliepherd  fvyain, 
That  went  to  feek  his  flraying  flieep. 
Within  a  thicket  on  a  plain 
Efpied  a  dainty  nymph  afleep* 

Her  gojden  hair  o'crfpred  hcrfaccj  J 

Her  carelefs  arms  abroad  were  cafi  ; 

Her  quiver  had  her  pillows  place  $ 
Her  breafl  lay  bare  to  every  bla(^« 

The  (hepherd  iiood  and  gaz'd  l^s  fill ; 

'Nought  durft  he  do|  nought  durll  he  fay;     lo 
Whilit  chance,  or  elfe  perhaps  his  will. 

Did  guide  the  god  of  love  that  way* 

The  crafty  boy  that  fees  her  fleep, 
Whom  if  file  wak'd  he  durfl  not  fee; 

Behind  her  clofely  feeks  to  creep,  15 

Before  her  nap  fliould  ended  bee. 

There  come,  he  fleals  her  Ihafts  away, 

And  puts  his  own  into  their  place ; 
Nor  daies  he  any  longer  flay,  j         . . 

But,  ere  (he  wakes,  hies  thence  apace.  20 

'Scarce  was  he  gone[,  but  flie  Awakes, 

And  fpies  the  fjiepherd  flanding  by  i 

Her  bended  bow  in  hafle  fhe  takes„ 

And  at  the  funple  f^ain  lets  flye» 

Forth 
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Fordi  flew  tlie  (haft,  aed  pierc'd  his  heart,         2  j 
That  to  the  ground  he  fell  with  pata: 

Yet  up  agaia  forthwith  he  (bit» 
And  to  the  oymph  be  ran  amaia. 

Amazed  to  (ee  fo  firange  a  light. 

She  (hot,  and  fhot,  but  all  in  vain ;  30 

The  more  his  wounds,  the  more  his  might. 

Love  yielded  ftrcngth  amidft  his^pam^ 

Her  angry  eyefl  were  great  with  tears, 
'  She  blames  her  hand,  Ihe  blames  her  ikitl ; 

The  bUmtncfs  of  her  fliafts  flie  fear?,  35 

And  try  them  on  herfelf  fbe  will« 

Take  heed,  fweet  nymph,  trye  not  thy  fbafbf 
Each  little  touch  will  pierce  thy  heart : 

Alas \  thou  fcoow'ff  not  Cuptds  craft; 
Revenge  is  joy ;  the  end  is  fmart.  40 

Yet  try  ihef  will,  and  picrtc  foitie  batr ;  ^ 
.    Her  hands  were  gIov*d,  but  next  to  band- 
Was  that  fair  breaf(,  that  breaft  fo  rare, 
Th&t  made  the  fhepherd  fenfeiefs  ftand. 

That  breaft  ilie  jpierc'd  j  and  thcouj^h  that  bi^ft  4f 

Love  found. aa  entry  to  her  beart  1 

At  feeling  of  this  new-come  gued. 

Lord !  how  this  gentle  nymph  did  flarf  ? 

X  She 
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She  rum  iM  ndw ;  flMs^&oMtnomore;" 
Avraj  (he  throiri  both  lh«ft  atid  bt)#:  '         {• 

She  feeks  for  what  (tie*  (hnmi'd  befort, 
She  thinks  the  fliephcrdt  kAic  «do41ow. 

Though  mountnns  meet  not,  lovers  mtyt 

What  other  lorers  do,  did  they  s  < 
The  god  of  lore  Ihte  on  a  tiiee, '  J5 

And  latight  |^  plotfaiit  fight  to  fee. 


If. 

1 

THE  CHARACTER  OF  A  HAPPY  LIFE. 

Thh  little  moral  poem  ivas  writ  hy  Sir  Henry  Wot- 
TON,  wl?o  died  Pr9Voft  rf'  Eaten  in  1639*  -'®''  ?*•  ^^ 
is  printed  from  a  little  cmeBion  ^  its  pieces^  Intitled^  Re- 
LiouiA  WoTTONiANiTi  165J1  l2W9;  Compared  viith 
§ne  or  two  otk^eopksm 

HOW  happy  is  he  bora  or  taoght, 
That  ferveth  not.anothers  will; 
Whofe  armoiir  is  hia  honeil  thought,    ^ 
And  fimple  truth  his  higheft  ikili : 

Whofc 
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Whofe  paffioDS  Qot  bit  maftert  are ;  ^ 

Wfaofe  foul  is  flill  prepared  for  death  | 

Not  ty'd  unto  tiie  world  with  care 
Of  princes  ear,  or  Yiilgar  breath  : 

Who  hath  bis  life  irom  rumours  froed; 

Whofe  confcience  is  his  ilrong  retreat  i  10 

Whofe  ilate  can  neither  flatterers  feed^    . 

Nor  mine  make  oppreflbrs  great  s 

Who  envies  none,  whom  chance  doth  laife. 

Or  vice ;  Who  never  underftood 
How  deepeft  wounds  are  given  with  praife  ;        ij 

Nor  rules  of  ilate,  but  rules  of  good  ; 

Who  God  doth  late  and  early  pray 
More  of  his  jgrace  than  gifts  to  lend  | 

And  entertaines  the  barmlefs  day 
With  a  welUchofen  book  or  friend.  2% 

•  This*  man  is  freed  from  fervile  bands 
Of  hope  to  rife,  or  feare  to  fall  | 
Lord  of  himfelfe,  though  not  of  lands  | 
And  having  nothing,  yet  hath  all. 


XII.    GILDEROYf 


\ 
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•  •    .    .  1 


XIT. 
G    I    L    D    E    R    O    Y 

^—  ivas  HI  famous  robber^  who  lived  about  the  middle 
of  the  laji  century*  if  we  may  credit  the  hiftories  andftory 
boQhs  of  hi^  hwaymen^  which  relate  many  improbable  feats 
of  him  ^  as  his  robbing  Car <Unal  Richlieu^  Oliver  Cromwell^ 
l£c.  But  thtfe  florits  have  probably  no  other  authority^ 
than  the  records  of  Grub-flreet:  At  leafi  the  GiLTiE ROY ^ 
who  is  the  hero  of  Scottijh  Sohgfers^  feems  to  have  lived  in 
an  eailier  age -y  for ^  in  1  homf^fon^s  Orpheus  Caledonius^ 
Voh  IL  1733,  8i;o.  is  a  copy  of  this  ballad^  which ^  tho* 
corrupt  and  interpolated^  contains  fome  lines  that  appear  to 
be  of  genuine  antiquity :  in  thefe  he  is  repre/ented  as  contem- 
porary with  Mary  ^  of  Scots ;  ex.  gr. 

**  The  ^een  of  Scots  poffeffed  nought^ 

*    That  my  lor;e  let  me  voant : 
*'  For  covj  ande-vj  tome  he  brought^ 

'*  And  ein  -wban  they  were  f cant ^* 

Thfe  lines  perhaps  might  fafely  have  been  inferted  among 
the  foil o^^ving  fian%as^  njohich  are  given  from  a  written  copy  ^ 
that  appears  to  have  received fomfi  modern  corredions*  Indeed 
the  commJK  popular  ballad  contained  fome  indecent  luxu  lancet 
that  required  the  pruning-hook. 


Vol.  I.  Z  GILD  R  :)Y 


G 
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ILDEROY  was  a  bonnie  boy, 
Had  rofes  tull  hU  flioone, 
His  ilockiDgs  were  of  filken  foy, 

Wi'  gaiters  hanging  doune  z 
It  wasy  I  weene,  a  comelie  fight,  5 

To  fee  fae  trim  a  boy ; 
He  was  my  jo  and  hearts  delight. 
My  handfome  Oiideroy. 

Oh !  fike  twa  charming  een  he  had, 

A  breath  as  fweet  as  rofe,  le 

He  never  ware  a  Highland  plaid, 

Bat  cofily  filken  clothes ; 
He  gain'd  the  luve  of  ladies  gay, 

Nane  eir  tull  him  was  coy : 
Ah !  wae  is  mee  1  I  mourn  the  day  i  jj 

For  my  dear  Gilderoy. 

My  Gilderoy  and  I  were  bom, 

Baith  in  one  toun  together. 
We  fcant  were  feven  years  beforn. 

We  gan  to  luve  each  other ;  ao 

Our  dadies  and  our  mammies  thay, 

Were  fili'd  wi'  mickle  joy, 
To  think  upon  the  bridal  day, 

Twixt  me  and  Gilderoy, 


For 
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For  GiWerojr  that  luve  of  minc^  2C 

Gude  faith,  I  freely  bought 
A  wedding  fark  of  holkind  fine, 

Wi'  filken  flowers  wrought ; 
And  he  gied  mc  a  wedding  ring, 

Which  I  recciv'd  wi*  joy,  *# 

Nae  lad  nor  laflie  eir  could  iing. 

Like  me  and  Giideroy. 

Wi*  micklc  joy  we  fpent  our  prime, 

Till  we  were  baith  fixtecn, 
And  aft  we  paft  the  langfoine  time^  ^ 

Among  the  leaves  fae  green ; 
Aft  on  the  banks  we'd  fit  us  thair, 

And  fweetly  kifs  and  toy, 
Wi*  garlands  gay  wad  deck  my  hair 

My  handfome  Giideroy. 


Oh !  that  he  ftill  had  been  content, 

Wi*metoleadhialife} 
But,  ah!  his  manfu'  heart  was  bent, 

To  fUr  in  feates  of  ftrife : 
And  he  in  many  a  renturous  deed. 

His  courage  bauld  wad  try; 
And  now  this  gars  mine  heart  to  bleed, 

For  my  dear  Giideroy, 


4« 


45 


And 
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And  when  of  me  his  leave  he  tuik, 

The  tears  they  wat  mine  ee,  j;9 

I  gave  tuil  him  a  parting  luik^ 

••  My  benifon  gang  wi'  thee ; 
God  fpeed  thee  well,  mine  ain  dear  heart. 

For  gane  is  all  my  joy ; 
My  heart  is  rent  iith  we  maua  part,  5$ 

My  handfome  Gild^roy." 


My  Gilderoy  baith  far  and  near. 

Was  fear'd  in  every  toun. 
And  bauldly  bare  away  the  gear, 

Of  many  a  la\Vland  loun :  60 

Nane  eir  durft  meet  him  man  to  man, 

He  was  fae  brave  a  boy; 
At  length  wi*  numbers  he  was  tane, 

My  winfome  Gilderoy. 

Wae  worth  the  loun  that  made  the  laws,  6  j 

To  hang  a  man  for  gear, 
To  'reave  of  life  for  ox  or  afs, 

For  (lieep,  or  horfe,  or  marc : 
Had  not  their  laws  been  made  fae  ftrick, 

I  neir  had  loft  my  joy,  70 

Wi*  forrow  neir  had  wat  my  cheek, 

For  wy  dear  Gilderoy, 

Giff 
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OifT  Gilderoy  had  done  amiifey 

He  mought  hae  banifht  been ; 
Ah!  what  fair  cnieUy  is  this,  75 

To  hang  like  handibme  men : 
To  hang  the  flower  o'  Scottifli  land, 

Sae  fweet  and  fair  a  boy ; 
Nae  lady'  had  fae  white  a  hand, 

As  thee,  my  Gilderoy.  80 

Of  Gilderoy  fae  fraid  they  were. 

They  bound  him  mickle  ftrong, 
Tull  Edenburrow  they  led  him  thaiivv 

And  on  a  gallows  huog : 
They  hung  him  high  aboon  the  reft,  85 

He  was  fae  trim  a  boy  ; 
Tliair  dyed  the  youth  whom  I  lued  be((| 

My  handfoui^  Gilderoy. 

Thus  having  yielded  up  his  bleath, 

I  bare  his  corpfe  away,  90 

Wi*  tears,  that  trickled  for  his  death, 

I  wafht  his  comelye  clay ; 
And  fiker  in  a  graVe  fae  deep, 

I  laid  the  dear-lued  boy. 

And  now  for  evir  maun  1  weep,  95 

.  My  winfome  Gilderoy. 

#  .# 


Z3  XIIL    Wllil. 
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XIII. 
WINIFRED  A. 

Ttts  ieaut^  €tddrefs  to  conjugal  love^  afubjeS  too  much 
mgURtd  hy  the  liber tfne  Mufes^  ivas,  I  believe^  fitjl  printed 
in  a  volume  of  ^*  Mifcellaneous  PoemSy  byfeveral  bands^ 
publijbed  by  D,  [David}  Lenvis^  1726,  8v«.** 

//  is  tker^/jiidy  ktnv  truly  I  knemj  not^  to  be  a  tranfiation 
^^Jrom  tkc  ancient  Britijh  language^* 

« 

AWAY;  let  nought  to  love  difpleaiing. 
My  Wioifreda,  move  your  care ; 
]jet  libught  delay  the  heavenly  bleffing, 
Nor  fqueamilh  pride,  nor  gloomy  fear. 

What  tho'  no  grants  of  royal  donors  j 

With  pompous  titles  grace  our  blood ; 

We'll  (hine  in  more  fubftantial  honors^ 
And  to  be  noble  we'll  be  good. 

Our  namei  while  virtue  thus  we  tender^ 

Will  fweetly  found  where-e'er  'tis  ipoke :         10 

And  all  the  great  ones,  they  fha]l  wonder 
How  they  refpedt  fuch  little  folk. 

What 
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What  though  from  fortune's  lavifh  bounty 

No  mighty  treafures  we  pofTefs ; 
We'll  find  within  our  pittance  plenty,  i  j 

And  be  content  without  excefs. 

SuU  (hall  each  returning  feafon 

Sufficient  for  our  wiflies  give ; 
For  we  will  liye  a  life  of  reaibn. 

And  that's  the  only  life  to  live.  ao 

Through  youth  and  age  in  love  excellingi 

We'll  hand  in  hand  together  tread ; 
Sweet-fmiling  peace  ihall  crown  our  dwelling. 

And  babes,  fweet-fmilin^  babes,  our  bed. 

How  ihould  I  love  the  pretty  creatures,  05 

While  round  my  knees  they  fondly  clung} 

To  fee  them  look  their  mothers  features, 
To  hear  them  lifp  their  mothers  tongue* 

And  when  with  envy  time  tranfported, 
Shall  think  to  rob  us  of  our  joys,  30 

You'll  in  your  girls  again  be  courted, 
And  I'll  go  a  wooing  in  my  boys* 


Z4  XIV,    THS 


344       ANCIENT    POEMS. 


/ 


XIV. 
THE    WITCH    OF    WO  KEY    . 

"^tvas  puhlijbed  in  afntall  coUe^ion  of  poems^  iftttthif, 

EUTHEMIA,  OR  THE  PoWER  op   HaRMONY,  Isfc,   1756, 

njiritten^  in  1748,  by  the  ingenious  Dr,  Harrington,  of 
Bath^  vho  never  alloivdd  them  to  be  publijhed^  and  Tuitb- 
held  his  nanir.  till  it  could  no  longer  be  concealed,  Thefol' 
ttnoing  copy  was  furnijhed  by  the  late  Mr,  Shensone, 
withfme  variations  and  corredions  of  his  own^  which  he 
had  taken  the  liberty  to  propoje^  and  for  ivhich  the  Author  *s 
indulgence  was  intreated.  In  this  Edition  it  was  intended 
to  reprint  t  he  Author^  s  own  original  copy  ;  but^  as  that  may  be 
feen  correiily  gin^en  in  P  e  a  r  c  h  '  s  Collet  ion  ^  VoL  L  1783, 
^.16,  /*/  was  thought  the  Reader  of  TaJIe  nvould  wijh  to 
have  the  variations  preferred  \  they  are  therefore  fl ill  re- 
tained ht^e^  which  it  is  hoped  the  worthy  Author  will 
excufe  with  his  nvonted  liberality. 

Woke Y- HOLE  is  a  noted  cavern  in  Somerfetjhire ^  which 
has  given  birth  to  as  many  vjild  fanciful  fiories  as  the 
Sybils  Cave,  in  Italy,  Thro^  a  very  narrow  entrance,  it 
/Opens  into  a  very  large  vault,  the  rocf  whereof y  either  on 
account  of  its  height,  or  the  tbicknefs  of  the  gloom,  cannot 
he  difcovered  by  the  light  of  torches,  Jt  goes  winding  a 
great  'way  under  ground^  is  crofi  by  a  fire  am  of  very  cold 
•water,  and  is  all  horrid  viith  broken  pieces  of  rock  :  many 
ef  thefe  are  evident  petrifaHions\  which,  on  account  tf  their 
fngular  formsy  have  given  rife  /•  the  fables  alluded  to  in 
this  poem^  « 


IN 
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IN  auncieiite  days  tradition  (hoires 
A  bale  and  wicked  elfe  arol'e, 
The  \\  itch  of  Wokey  bight: 
Oft  have  I  heard  the  tearfull  tale 
From  Sue,  and  Kog.  r  ^)f  the  vale»  5 

On  forne  long  winter's  ni^ht. 

Deep  in  the  dreary  difiTiall  cell, 
Which  feem*d  and  wasy  'rpcd  hell, 

This  blenr-eyed  hag  did  hi  ie; 
Nine  wicked  elves,  aa  legends  layne,  10 

She  choie  t)  form  her  guardian  trayne. 

And  kennel  near  her  lide. 

Here  fcrceching  owls  oft  made  their  neft. 
While  wolves  its  craggy  (ides  pulTeft, 

Night-howling  thro'  the  roQk:  ig 

No  wholcfome  herb  could  here  be  found ; 
She  blaftcd  every  plant  around, 

And  blifter'd  every  flock. 

Her  haggard  face  was  foull  to  fee ; 

Her  mouth  unmeet  a  mouth  to  bee;  20 

Her  eyne  of  deadly  leer, 
She  nought  devis'd,  but  neighbour's  ill  5 
She  wreak'd  on  all  her  wayward  will| 

And  marr'd  all  goodly  chear. 


All 
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All  in  her  prime,  have  poets  fung,  2g 

No  gaudy  joutb,  gallant  and  youiig, 

£Vr  bleft  her  longing  armes; 
And  hence  arofe  her  fpight  to  vex. 
And  blaft  the  youth  of  either  iex. 

By  dint  of  hellifh  charms.  30 

From  Glafton  cair.e  a  lemed  wight, 
Full  btnt  to  marr  her  fell  defpight, 

And  well  he  did,  I  ween : 
Sich  mifchief  never  had  been  known. 
And,  iince  his  miclde  leminge  fhown,  3J 

Sich  inifchJef  ne'er  has  been. 

He  channtede  out  his  godlie  booke. 
He  croft  the  water,  bleft  the  brooke. 

Then— pater  nofter  done,— 
The  ghailly  hag  he  fprinkled  o'er ;  4* 

When  lo!  where  flood  a  hag  before. 

Now  flood  a  ghaftly  flone. 

Full  well  'tis  known  adown  the  dale: 
Tho'  paffing  flrange  indeed  the  tale, 

And  doubtfull  may  appear,  45 

I'm  bold  to  fay,  there's  never  a  one, 
That  has  not  feen  the  witch  in  flone. 

With  all  her  houfehold  gear. 


But 
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But  tho*  this  lernede  clerke  did  well; 

With  grieved  heart,  alas!  I  tell,  50 

She  left  this  curfe  behind: 
Tfaat  Wokry-nymphs  furfaken  quitey 
Tho'  feiife  and  beauty  both  unite. 

Should  fiad  no  ieman  kind. 

For  lo  f  ^ven,  as  the  fiend  did  fa^r,  $  j 

The  iex  have  found  it  to  this  day. 

That  nnen  are  wondrous  fcant  x 
Here's  beanty,  wit,  and  i'enfe  combin'd. 
With  all  that's  good  and  virtuous  join'd. 

Yet  hardly  one  gallant.  60 

Shall  then  fich  maids  unpitied  moane  ? 
They  might  as  well,  like  her,  be  ftone, 

As  thus  forfakcn  dwell* 
Since  Glailon  now  can.boaft  no  clerks ; 
Come  down  from'  Oxenford,  ye  Iparks,  6  j 

An J|  oh !  revoke  the  fpell. 

Yet  ftay— nor  thus  defpond,  ye  fair; 
Virtne's  the  gods'  peculiar  care; 

I  hear  the  gracious  voice : 
.  Your  fex  (liall  foon  be  bleft  agen,  y^ 

We  only  wait  to  find  fich  men. 

As  beft  deferve  your  choice. 


XV.   BRYAN 
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XV. 

BRYAN    AND    PEREENE, 

A  West-Indian  Ballad,  ^ 

—  is  fovncle/i  on  a  real  foH^  that  hat^pened  in  the  ifland 
vf  St,  Chri/ephers  about  the  beginning  of  the prefent  teign. 
7 he  Editor  oviies  thefoll<yu:'ing  :an%astothefriendJhipofDr, 
J  AMES  C:R  AiNGP.R  *,  ivho  <was  an  eminent  phyjician  in 
tt  at  ijland  ixjhen  this  tragical  incident  happened,  and  died 
there  mi  ch  honoured  and  lamented  in  1667.  Ttf  this  inge* 
nious  gentleman  the  public  are  indebted  for  the  fine  Ode 
ON  Solitude^  printed  in  the  iVth  f^oU  of  Dodjlcfs 
MifceLp,  229,  in  tchich  are  ajfemhled fome  of  the  fublimefi 
images  in  nature.  7 he  Rtader  will  pardon  the  infer tion  of  the 
fiijlfanxa  here,  for  the  fake  of  redifying  the  tivo  lad  lines , 
njuhich  tvere  thus  given  by  the  Author: 

O  Solitude^  romavtlc  maid^ 
Whether  by  nodding  tcwers you  tread ^ 
Or  haunt  the  defarf  s  trac kiefs  gloom  ^ 
Or  hf^er  o^er  the  yawning  tomb^ 
Or  climb  the  Andes^  cliftedfde^ 
Or  by  the  Nile*s  coy  four  ce  abidcy 
Or  farting  from  your  half -year'*  s  JUep 
From  Hccla  vie^w  the  thawing  deep. 
Or  at  the  pw pie  dawn  f  day 
Toilmor^s  marble  wa/ies  fw'vey^  ^c. 

alii,  ding  to  the  account  of  Palmyra  puhlifhed  by  fome  l<ite  in" 
genious  fravtllersj  and  the  manner-  in  which  they  luerejlruck 
at  the  fir  ft  fight  of  thofe  magnificent  ruins  by  break  of  day  f . 

*  Author  of  a  poem  on  the  Culture  of  tht  Su  OAR -Cane,  fisftf. 
f  Soinpag,z^c»  itjhou/dhe,  TurnM  ber  magic  ray. 

THE 


ANCIENT    POEMS.        349 

THE  north-eaft  wind  did  brifkly  blow, 
The  (hip  was  fafe'y  moor'd  ; 
Young  Bryan  thought  the  boac's-crew  (low, 
And  fo  leapt  over-board. 

Pereene,  the  pride' of  Indian  dames,  j 

His  heart  long  held  in  thrall; 
And  whofo  his  impatience  blames, 

1  wot,  ne'er  lov'd  at  all. 

A  long  long  year,  one  month  and  day. 

He  dwelt  on  Englifli  land,     ~  10 

Nor  once  in  thought  or  deed  would  ftray, 
Tbo^  ladies  fought  his  hand. 

For  Bryan  he  was  tal!  and  ilrong. 

Right  blythfome  roli*d  his  ecn, 
Sweet  was  his  voice  whene'er  he  fung,  ij 

He  fcant  had  twenty  ieen. 

But  who  the  coundefs  charms  can  dra.v, 

That  graced  his  millrels  true; 
Such  charms  the  old  world  icldorn  faw, 

Nor  olc  1  ween  the  new.  29 

Her  raven  hair  plays  round  her  neck, 

Like  tendrils  of  (he  vine  : 

Her  cheeks  red  dew  rofe  buds  deck. 

Her  eyes  like  diamonds  lhine« 

Sooa 
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Soon  as  his  well-known  (hip  (he  fpied,  jj 

She  caft  her  weeds  away, 
And  to  the  palmy  (hore  (he  hied, 

All  in  her  bed  array. 

In  fea-grcen  filk  fo  neatly  clad. 

She  there  impatient  flood  ;  50 

The  crew  with  wonder  faw  the  lad 

Repell  the  foaming  flood. 

Her  hands  a  handkerchief  difplay'd, 

Which  he  at  parting  gave ; 
Well  pleas'd  the  token  he  furvey'd,  35 

And  manlier  beat  the  wave. 

Her  fair  companions  one  and  all. 

Rejoicing  crowd  the  (Irand ; 
For  now  her  lover  fwam  in  call. 

And  almofl  touch'd  the  land.  40 

Then  through  the  white  furf  did  (lie  hafte. 

To  clafp  her  lovely  Iwain  ; 
When,  ah!  a  fliark  bit  through  his  wade: 

His  heari*a  blood  dyM  the  main! 

He  (hriekM  I  his  half  fprang  from  the  wave,      45 

Streaming  m'ltU  purple  gore. 
And  foon  it  found  a  living  grave. 

And  ah  i  was  feeoi  no  more. 

3  Now 
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Kow  hafie,  now  Imfie,  ye  intidf ,  I  pray, 
Fetch  water  from  the  fpring:  t^o 

She  falls,  ihc  fwoons,  (he  dies  away^ 
And  foon  her  knell  they  ring. 

Now  each  May  morning  round  her  tomb 

Ye  fair,  frefli  flowerets  ftrcw, 
So  may  your  lovers  fcape  his  doom,  jg 

Her  haplefs  fate  icape  you. 


XVI. 

GENTLE  RIVER,    GENTLE  RIVER, 
Translated  from  the  Spanish. 

Although  the  Englijk  are  remarkable  for  the  number  and 
variety  tf  their  ancient  Ballads^  and  retain  perhaps  a  greater 
fMdnefsfor  thefe  oldjimple  rhapfodies  of  their  anceftors,  than- 
tnoft  other  natiotis ;  they  are  not  the  only  people  who  have 
dijiinguijhed  themfelvus  by  compofitims  of  this  kind.  Jhs 
Spaniards  hai;e  Preat  multitudes  of  them^  many  of  which 
•  are  of  thehigbejl  merit.  They  call  them  in  their  language 
Romances,  and  have  colle^lcd  them  into  volumes  under  the 

titles 


SSi       ANCIENT    POEMS. 

titlfs  of  Fl  Romanccro,  FI  Cancioncro  *,  ^c.  Mofi  ef  ' 
thfjrt  r  late  to  thrir  confliSis  with  the  Moors^  and  di/play  a 
Jfjrit  (f  ^aJlani^  ^  eculiar  to  that  romantic  people.  But.  of 
all  the  S.  I  nllt  ballads  none  exceed  in  poetical  merit  thofc 
kiferte  I  vi  a  .^'r^e  Sfxari/h  *'  Hiftory  of  the  civil  wars  of 
•  Grcna  ^n."*^  efo'ibing  the  di/jenfions  'which  raged  in  that 
laJ'J  at  of  .1  <>'>»////  em  ire  before  it  was  comjuered  tn  the 
reign  of  ftrctKand  and  lfabella\  in  14.91.  In  this  Hijiory 
(tr  ^crh.ifs  ko?'.nceJ  a  great  number  of  heroic  Jongs  are 
ijtjated  and  ft^realed  to  as  authentic  vouchers  for  the  truth 
tf  fa' 's.  In  reality  the  pofe  nary ative Jeems  to  be  drawn 
up  Jar  no  other  end^  hut  to  introduce  and  illujirate  thoje  beam^ 
tiful  pieces* 

Ihe  Spantjh  edit'.r  pretends  (how  truly  I  knmu  not)  that 
.  thev  are  tranjlations  from  the  Arabic  or  Mortjco  language • 
Indeed,  fro^n  the,  plain  u7:ado->ved  nati.re  of  the  vrrfe^  and 
the  native,  fimplicity  if  the  Language  and  fen^'-ntnt^  vtiiich 
runs  thrcugb  theft  pcims^  me  v:ouUi  judge  them  to  have  been 
compojed  joon  cfttr  the  ccnquefi  of  Granala  f  abori'C  men' 
tio»fd ;  as  the  prfe  narjat^ve  in  ivhich.  ihey  are  infer  ted 
njuas  publil'  ed  ahaut  a  tent:yry  after.  It  Jhouldfeem,  at 
leafiy  that  they  were  ixj^it.rn  before  the  (-aft 'Hans  had 
formed  themft'l'vts  fo  gent  J  oily  ^  ai  they  have  done  f nee  ^  on 
the  model  if  the  ^  if  can  poets,  or  ha  I  m  tor  ted  from  Italy 
that  fondnef\fci  corice-'t  and  ■>  eftnement^  wchich  has  for  near 
two  centuries  pafl  fo  much  infeSled  the  Sparfijh  poetry^  and 
rendered  it fofreqiicntlf  affttted  and  cbfcre. 

-As  a  fptcimth  of  the  atici.nt  Srunijh  manner^  nxjhich  very 
much  refen.bl  ^  that  if  our  old  hnglijk  Sards  and  yiinfrels^ 
the  Ittaaer  is  dtfired  candidly  to  accept  the  two  following 
poems ».  '1  hty  arc  ^ii  .m  from  a  jmall  colleciton  of  piec€s  of 
thit  kind^'iohich  the  Editor  (ome  ytas  ago  tranflated  for 
his  amufemetU  when  he  was  fludying  the   iipanifli   language^ 

♦  i.  e.  The  ballad-finger,  f  See  Vol.  III.  p.  xv.  No.e. 

At 
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As  thefirft  is  a  fretty  chfe  tranflatiw^  to  gratify  tie  curious 
it  is  accompanied  with  the  originalm  The  Mttre  is  the  fame  in 
mil  tkefe  old  Spanifi  hidlads  :  it  is  of  the  moft  fimple  conftrue- 
tien;  and  is  ft  ill  ufed  by  the  common  people  in  their  extempora  • 
.neous  fonvsy  as  we  learn  from  Baretti*s  Travels*  It  runs 
in  Jhorrftanzas  of  four-lines^  oftvhich  thefecoud  and  fourth 
alone  correjpond  in  their  terminations ;  qnd  in  tkefe  it  is  onfy 
required  that  the  ^towels  fkould  he  alihcf  the  con/onants  may 
he  altogether  differenty  as 

pone        cafa       meten       arcos 
noble       canaa      muere       gamo 

Yet  has  this  hind  of  verfe  a  fort  of  fimple  harmonious  flem^ 
'vJnch  atones  for  the  imperfe^  nature  of  the  rhyme^  and 
renders  it  not  unpleafing  to  the  tar.  The  fame  flow  of  num" 
hers  has  heenfludied  in  the  following  nferfions.  Thefirft  of 
them  is  given  from  two  different  originals^  hoth  rf  which 
etre  printed  in  the  Hift.  de  las  civiies  guerras  de  Qranada»> 
Mad.  1694.  One  of  them  hath  the  rhymes  ending  in  AA^ 
the  other  in  i  A.  //  is  the  former  of  thefe  that  is  here  rr- 
printed.     They  hoth  of  them  begin  nuith  the  fame  line  : 

Rioverde,  riovcrdc*, 
mJdch  could  not  be  tranflated faithfully  x 
Verdant  river,  verdant  river, 

miwld  have  given  an  affeBedftiffnefs  to  the  verfe\  the  great 

merit  if  vmich  is  eafy  fimplicitf  \    and  therefore  a  more 

fimple  epithet  was  adopted^  though  left  poetical  or  exprefive* 

*  •  literally^  Green  river,  greenriver. 


VouL  Aa  •RIO 
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RIO  fcrde,  rio  yrtrdc^ 
OffSMio  cacrpo  eo  ti  fe  tm 
De  Ctnftiaiiot  y  de  Mores 
^  Mnertof  pm:  la  duia  eQnda ! 

T  tQS  ondsM  cri/bdioas 

<  De  roza  langre  ie  efinaltani 
Eotre  Moros  y  Giriiliaflos 

<  Mujr  graa  balallaiis  tnnra. 

M uricron  Duquet  y  CoDdes» 

*  Grandcs  iS^oret  de  ialTas 
Mario  geote  de  valia 

^  De  la  oobleza  de  EfpaEa. 

En  ti  imirio  don  Alonfo, 
^  Que  de  Aguilar  le  Uamaba; 
£1  vaierofo  Urdialet, 

*  Con  don  Alonib  acababa. 

For  un  ladera  arriba 

*  £1  buen  Sayavedra  marcha ; 
Natqrel  es  de  Sevilla, 

^  De  la  gente  mas  granada. 

Tras  el  iba  un  Renegado, 

*  Dcfiia  manera  le  babla ; 
Date^  date,  Sayavedra, 

*  Ho  huyai  ddla  Baulia. 


i# 


«S 


!• 
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GENTLE  river,  gentle  river, 
Loy  thy  flreams  are  flain'd  with  gore, 
Many  a  brave  and  noble  captaiil 
Floati  along  thy  willow'd  fliore. 


All  befide  thy  limpid  waters. 
All  befide  thy  fands  fo  bright, 

Moorilb  Chiefs  and  Chrifiian  Warriors 
Join'd  in  fierce  aUd  mortal  fight. 


t 


Lords,  and  dukes,  and  noble  princes 

On  thy  fatal  banks  were  flain :  10 

Fatal  banks  that  gave  to  flaughter 

All  the  pride  and  flower  of  Spain. 

There  the  hero,  brave  Alon2o 

Full  of  wounds  and  glory  died: 
There  the  fearlefs  Urdiales  x  ^ 

Fell  a  victim  by  his  fide. 

Lo!  where  yonder  Don  Saavedra 

Thro'  their  fquadrons  flow  retires} 
Proud  Seville,  his  native  city, 

Froud  Seville  hts  worth  admires.  «  29 

dole  behind  a  renegadp 

Loudly  fhouts  with  taundog  cry ; 
Yield  thee,  yield  thee,  Don  Saavedra, 

Doft  thQu  from  the  battle  fly? 

A  a  2  Weil 
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Yo  te  coBozco  muy  bien^  aj 

'  Gran  tiempo  eftuve  en  tu  cafa| 

Y  en  la  Pla9a  de  Sevilia 

*  fiien  te  vide  jugar  canas. 

Conozco  a  tu  padre  y  madre, 
<  Y  a  tu  muger  doaa  Clara ;  ]• 

Siete  anos  fui  tu  cautivo, 

*  Malamente  me  t^tabas. 

Y  aora  lo  feras  miiD^ 

*  Si  Mahoma  me  ajudaraf 

Y  tambien  te  tratare,  35 
^  Como  a  mi  me  tratabas. 

Sayavedra  que  lo  oyera» 

*  Al  Moro  bolvio  la  cara  ; 
Tirole  el  Moro  una  fiecha^ 

*  Pero  nunca  le  acertaba.  4« 

Hiriole  Sayavedra 

*  Dc  una  herida  muy  mala : 
Muerto  cayo  el  Renegado 

*  Siapoder  hablar  palabra.* 

Sayavedra  fue  cercado  4$ 

*  De  mucha  Mora  canalla, 

Y  al  cabo  cayo  alii  muerto 

'  De  una  muy  mala  lan^ada* 

4  *Dos 
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WeB  I  know  thee,  haughty  ChriftiaD,  25 

Long  I  livM  beneath  thy  roof; 
Oft  Tve  in  the  lifts  of  glory 

Seen  thee  win  the  prize  of  proof* 

Well  I  know  thy  aged  parents. 

Well  thy  blooming  bride  I  know  ;  30 

Seven  years  I  was  thy  capti<7e. 

Seven  years  of  pain  and  woe. 

May  our  prophet  grant  my  wiflies^ 

Haughty  chief,  thou  (halt  be  mine  t 
Thou  fbalt  ^drink  that  cup  of  forrow,  35 

Which  I  drank  when  I  was  thine. 

Like  a  lion  turns  the  warrior, 

Back  he  fends  an  angry  glare: 
Whizzing  came  the  Moorifli  javelin^ 

Vainly  whizzing  thro'  the  air«  40 

Back  the  hero  full  of  fury 

Sent  a  deep  and  mortal  wound : 
Inftant  funk  the  Renegado, 

Mute  and  lifeleft  on  the  ground. 

With  a  thoufand  Moors  furrounded,  4$ 

Brave  Saavedra  Hands  at  bay : 
Wearied  out  hut  never  daunted. 

Cold  at  length  the  warrior  lay* 

Aa  3  Near 
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<  Don  Alonfo  en  efie  tieoopo 

'  Bravamente  peleava,  ^o 

<  Y  el  cavallo  le  avian  muerto, 

<  Y  le  tiene  por  rouralla. 


'  Mas  cargaron  tantos  Moros 

*  Qije  mal  le  hieren  y  tratan  t 

<  De  la  fangre,  que  perdia»  SS 

'  Don  Alopfo  fe  defmaya. 

*  Al  fin,  al  fin  cayo  muerto 

*  Al  pie  de  un  pena  alta.— 

« ........  Muerto  queda  don  Alonfo, 

*  Eterna  fama  ganara.*  €o 
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Near  him  fighting  great  Alonzo 

Stout  rcfifts  the  Paynifn  bands ;  ^     50 

From  his  flaughter*d  fleed  difmounted 

Firm  intrench'd  behind  him  ftands* 

Furious  prefs  the  hoftile  fquadron^ 

Furious  he  repeb  their  rage : 
Lofs  of  blood  at  length  enfeebles :  j^ 

Who  can  war  with  thoufands  wage ! 

Where  yon  rock  the  plain  o'erfliadowt 

Clofe  beneath  its  foot  retir'd, 
Fainting  funk  the  bleeding  hero^ 

And  without  a  groan  expired.  69 


\*  in  the  Spani/k  mrinal  ^f  the  foregoing  hallad^ 
ftillvm  a  few  morejlanxasy  hut  being  rf  inf trior  merit  *were 
not  tranflateJ. 

Re  NEC  ADO  properly  ^gnijtet  an  Apoftate\  but  it  is  feme* 
times  ufed  to  exprefs  an  Infidel  in  general  \  as  it  feems  to  do 
above  in  ver.  2 1 ,  ^e» 

The  image  of  the  L10K9  tt'c.  in  ver.  3%  is  tahen  from 
the  other  Spamjb  copy^  the  rhymes  of  ivhich  end  in  IA|  viz. 

•  Sayavedra,  que  lo  oyera,  . 
*  Como  un  Icon  rebolbia.* 


Aa4  XVn.    AL- 
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XVII. 

ALCANZOR    AND    ZAYDA. 

A  Moorish  Tale, 

Imitated  from  the  Spanish. 


fkefiregoing  verJiM  was  rendered  as  literal  as  the  nature 
•f  the  two  languages  would  admit.  In  the  foUtnnng  a 
wider  compafs  hath  been  taken*  The  Spauijb  poem  that 
was  chiefly  bad  in  vietAJ^  is  preferred  in  the  fame  biftory  vf 
the  Civil  luars  of  Granada^  f*^^%  ^"^  begins  with  theft 

lines: 

« 

'  Por  U  calle  de  fu  dama 
*  Falleando  fe  anda,  &c. 


SOFTLY  blow  the  evening  breezct, 
Softly  fall  the  dews  of  night; 
Yonder  walks  the  Moor  Alcanzor^ 
Shunning  every  glare  of  light. 

In  yon  place  lives  fair  Zaida,  g 

Whon)  he  loves  with  iBame  fo  pure: 
Lovelieft  ihe  of  Moorifli  ladies; 

He  a  young  and  noble  Moor. 

Waitioc 
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Waiting  for  the  appointed  minute^  . 

Oft  he  paces  to  and  fro ;  10 

Stopping  noWf  now  moving  forwards. 

Sometimes  quick,  and  fometimes  flow* 

Hope  and  fear  alternate  tetze  him. 

Oft  he  (ighs  with  heart-felt  care. 
See,  fond  youth,  to  yonder  window  i  j 

Softly  fieps  the  timorous  fair. 

Lovely  feems  the  moon's  fair  lufire 

To  the  loil  benighted  fwain. 
When  all  filvery  bright  die  rifes. 

Gilding  mountain,  grove,  and  plain*  jo 

Lovely  feems  the  fun's  full  glory 

To  the  fainting  feaman*s  eyes. 
When  fome  horrid  ilorm  difperiing 

O'er  the  wave  his  radiance  flies. 

But  a  thoiifand  times  more  lovely  a| 

To  her  longing  lover's  fight 
Steals  half-feen  the  beauteous  maiden 

Thro'  the  glimmerings  of  the  night* 

Tip-toe  (lands  the  anxious  lover, 

Whifperiog  forth  a  gentle  figh:  3# 

Alia  *  keep  thee,  lovely  lady ; 

Tell  me,  am  I  doom'd  to  die  ? 

*  AXiaLhtbtMabmrntanttamtf  GoJU 
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Is  it  true  the  dreadful  ftory. 

Which  thy  damfel  tells  my  page, 
That  fcduc'd  by  fordid  riches  3$ 

Thou  wilt  fell  thy  bloom  to  age  ? 

An  old  lord  from  Antiqucra 

Thy  ftern  father  brings  along; 
But  cantt  thou,  inconftant  Zaida^ 

Thus  confent  my  love  to  wrong  ?  40 

If  'tis  true  now  plainly  tell  roc,  - 

Nor  thus  iri6e  with  wy  woes ; 
Hide  not  then  from  me  the  fecret, 

Which  the  world  fo  clcariy  knows. 

Dcep!y  figh'd  the  confcious  maiden,  45 

Wnile  the  pearly  tears  defcend  : 
Ah!  my  lord,  too  true  the  ftory ; 

Here  our  tender  loves  mull  end. 

ft 

Our  fond  friendlhip  is  difcover'd, 

Wei)  arc  known  our  mutual  vows:  j;#. 

All  my  friends  arc  fuU  of  fury ; 

Storms  of  paiTion  (hake  the  houfe. 

Threats,  reproaches,  fears  furround  me ; 

My  {lern  father  breaks  my  heart : 

AUa  knows  how  dear  it  colls  me^  5$ 

Generous  youth,  from  thee  to  part* 
2  Ancient 
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Ancient  wounds  of  hoftile  fury 
Long  have  rent  our  houie  and  thine  | 

Why  then  did  thy  (hining  merit 

Win  this  tender  heart  of  mine?  60 


Well  thou  know'ft  how  dear  I  lov'd  thee 

v 
Spite  of  all  their  hateful  pride, 

Tho'  I  fear'd  my  haughty  father  4 

Ne'er  would  let  me  be  thy  bride. 

Well  thou  know*ft  what  cruel  chiding^  6j 

Oft  I*ve  from  my  mother  borne ; 
What  IVc  fuffered  here  to  meet  thee 

Still  at  eve  and  early  morn. 

I  no  longer  may  reiift  them  $ 

Ally  to  force  my  hand  combine ;  70 

And  to»morrow  to  thy  rival 

This  weak  frame  I  muft  refign. 

Yet  think  not  thy  faithful  Zaida 
Can  furvive  fo  great  a  wrong; 
Well  my  breaking  heart  a0ures  me  j^ 

That  my  woes  will  not  be  long. 

» 

Farewell  then,  my  dear  Alcanzor ! 

Farewell  too  my  life  with  thee ! 
Take  this  fcarf  a  parting  token ; 

^yhen  thou  wear'il  it  think  on  me*  80 

SOOOy 
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Soon,  lov'd  youth,  fome  worthier  maiden 

Shall  reward  thy  generous  truth ; 
Sometimes  tell  her  how  thy  Zaida 

Died  for  thee  in  prime  of  youth. 

—To  him  all  aniazM*  confounded^  85 

Thus  fhe  did  her  woes  impart : 
Deep  he  figh'd,  then  cry*d, — O  Zaida  I 

Do  not,  do  not  break  my  heart* 

Canft  thou  think  I  thus  will  lofe  thee? 

Canft  thou  hold  my  love  fo  fmall?  ^ 

No!  a  thoufand  times  ni  peri(h!— 

My  curft  rival  too  fiiall  fall. 

Canft  thou,  wilt  thou  yield  thus  to  them  ? 

O  break  forth,  and  ^y  to  me! 
This  fond  heart  fhall  bleed  to  fave  thee»  95 

Thefe  fond  arms  fhall  Oielter  thee. 

'Tis  in  vain,  in  vain,  Alcanzor, 

Spies  furround  me,  bars  iecure : 
Scarce  I  ileal  this  lail  dear  monnent. 

While  my  damfel  keeps  the  door»  |o^ 

Hark,  I  hear  my  father  ilorming! 

Hark,  I  hear  my  mother  chide ! 
I  muil  go ;  farewell  for  ever ! 

Gracious  Alia  be  thy  guide ! 

THE  END  OF  THE  THIRD  BOOK. 
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A    GLOSSARY 

OF  THE  OBSOLETE  AND  SCOTTISH  WORDS  IN 

VOLUME  THE  FIRST. 


l^ht  Scottijb  'imrds  are  denoted  by-  8.  French  hy  f*  Latin 
by  I.  Jngh-^Saxon  6y  A.  S.  Icelandic  by  Ifl.  Isfci  For 
the  etymology  rf  the  nvords  in  this  and  the  folkwing 
Volumes^  the  Reader  is  referred  to  JUNIJ  Etimologi- 
coN  Anglicanum.    Edidit  Edw.Xyk,   Oxon* 

1743,    FOL. 

Forfuch  ivords  as  may  not  be  found  here^  the  Reader  is 
defred  to  conJuU  the  Gloffaries  to  the  other  Volumes. 


A. 


,  ao,  s. «//. 

A  Twydc,  p.  6,  of  Tweed, 

Abacke^  iack. 

Abone,  aboon^  s.  shove, 

Abowght,  about, 

Ahraidy  abroad. 

AAoOy  a  kind  of  armour  made  of 

tajfatj/f  or  leather  quitted,  fsfc. 

^pom  under  the  bahergeonf    to 

fave  the  body  from  bruifes,    f. 

^UocqiieUK). 
Aft,  s.  oft. 
Agayne,  agajn/t, 
Agoe>  gone, 
Aiii)  awia>  s.  mv«. 
Al  gife)  although. 
Alat€»  f.  \ojy  of  late. 
Ally  /.  83,  and, 
Aaoi  i,omf  M, 


Ancyenty  flandard. 

Ktz&j  f.  5,  arros,  ^«  9^  «rmm. 

Arcir,  ^.8^,  axcher, 

Affinde,  affigned. 

Affoyrdy  alloyled,  abfoived, 

AftaCe,  efteUe;  alfoy  a  great  perfium 

Aftound)  aftonyedy  fiumted^  afio» 

nijhedj  confounded. 
Athy  p.  6|  athe,  p.  9,   0'  tb'^  of 

the, 
Aureat,  golden. 

Aufterne,  p.  303^  flernf  aufiert. 
Avoyd^  ^•2179  void,  vacate* 
Avowe,  p*  29>  vow. 
Axed,  ified. 
AyaacCi  p,  293,  againfi* 


Bay  S.  ball, 

&icb6leer«9  p,  44^  &r.  Im/^ i&f. 

fiaim^ 


$66 

B»n€f  f.  cltliL 

Baith^  s.  bathe,  B(tth. 

Baile,  bale,  pf.  44,  87,  m/, 
^«r/y  mifcbiff,  mi/fry. 

Balys  bete,  ^.  17,  ifettcr  our  baks^ 
L  e,  remedy  our  evils. 

Baiuty  ^.  52,  hmdy  cvvenant. 

Bane,  bout. 

Bar,  hare. 

Bar  bed,  hart'butdy  or  ferbaft 
iareJ, 

^^rne,  f.  7,  berne,  f.  zt,  man, 
ferjon. 

Bafe  courty  rbe  lower  court  of  a 
cajfle. 

Bufnete,  bafnitei  bafnyte,  baf- 
fonefy  haffoaette,  helmet. 

Babzen's  ikiiine,  ^.324,  perhaps, 
Jheefs  leather  dreffed  and  coloured 
wedy  f.  h^tZAtit,  Jheejp* s  leather. 
In  Scotland^  Jhupfkin  mittens, 
wth  the  luool  on  the  infide,  are 
tailed  Bauzoii-mittens. — Bau- 
foa  alfo  jignijies  a  badger,  in  old 
Englijh ;  /'/  may  therefore fgnify 
perhaps  badger  ftin. 

Be  that,  p.  6,  by  that  time. 

Iksarii  garow,  p  182,  an  arrvtu 
that  carries  well. — Or,  ferbitps 
bearing,  or  birring,  i.e.xubir- 
ring,  or  wbixzJng  arrow :  from 
111.  Btr.  Ventus,  or  A.  S. 
Bepe,  fremitus. 

Bedight,  bedecked. 

Bedyls,  beadles. 

Bcheard,  heard. 

Beete,  did  beat, 

Beforn,  before. 

Begylde,  beguiled,  deceived. 

Beheft  ,  command  ,  injunOiom, 

liehove,  ^.187,  behoof. 
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Belyfe,  /.  177,   belive,  a 

ately,  by  and  by,  ftortly. 
Bende-bow,  a  bent  bow,  ^ 
Ben,  bene,  been,   ' 
Benifoo,  bl^^g. 
Bent,  p.  5,  bents,  p,  45,  (where 

bents,    Ung  coarje  grfifs,    &c, 

groiw)  the  field;  fields, 
Benynge,  p.  103,   benigpe,  be* 

nign,  kind. 
Befte,  becfi,  art* 
Beftis,  beaftt. 

Beftrawghted,  p.  197,  difiroBed, 
Beth,  be,  are, 
Bickarte,  p,  5,    bicker'd,  /bV* 

mifhed.     (It  is  alfo  ufed  Jit 


times  in  the  fenfe  of  «*  Swiftly 

courfed,"  which  Jeans  to  be  the 

fenfe,  p.  5.     Mr  Lambe)  * 
Bill,  &C.  p.  299»  I  have  delivered 

aprentife  in  writing,  cor^mea 

by  an  oath, 
Blane,  p,  1x9  b^anne,  did  blin, 

I.  e.  linger,  flop, 
Blaw,  s.  hhw. 
Blaze,  to  emblazon,  difplay. 
Blee,  colour,  complexion, 
Bleid,  s.  hlede,  bleed, 
Blift,  blefftd. 

Blive,  belive,  immediately. 
Bloomed,  ^323,  befet  with  bloom% 
Blude,  blood,  bluid  reid,  s.  bhod 

red, 
Btuid»  btuidy,  s.  Uood,  bloody. 
Blyve,  belive,  in/lantly, 
Boare,  bare. 

Bode,  ^  99>  abode,  flayed. 
Boltea,  Jhafts,  arrotus. 
Bomen,  p^  5,  bowmen. 
Bunny,  bonnie,  s.  comely, 
Boone,  a  favour,  requef,  petit  am. 


V 

»  Mr.  Latnbealfo  interprets  «*  RicKiRiwo,"  by  rattling,  e.  g. 
And  on  ihai  flee  Ulyffc*  head 
Sad  curfes  down  dbes  sicker. 

Tranilat*  oC  Ovid* 

Boot* 
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Boot,  boote^  ^tdvmnfagey  helf^  af- 

fifiance* 
Borrowe,  borowe,  fJedge^fuiety^ 
Sorowe/^.  164,  /o  redeem  by  a 

fledge* 
Borrowed,    f.    34,    'warra-.ited^ 

fledged^  luas  excbcmged for, 
Bot  and  s.  ^.  1 1 1 .     (It  Jhouldpr^ 

hahly  he  both  and)  and  alfo. 
BoC,  but. 

Bote,  bootf  advantage, 
Bougill,    8>  bugie-born,    hunting' 

born, 
Bounde,  bowynd,  bowned,  ;^r^- 

faredy  got  ready ^     The  ivord  is 

edfi  ufed  in  the  North  in  tbejenje 

of  *  nuerW  or  *  ivas  going,* 
Bowndes,  bounds. 
Bowne  ye,  frepareye,  get  ready. 
Bowne,  ready ;  bowned,  prefared» 
Bowne  todine,^.  4^,^o/«j//o  dine. 

B<^wne  is  a  common  v^oiu  in  the 

North  for  *  going,*  e.g.     W  here 

are  you  bowne  to  ?    ^here  are 
you  going  f 
Bowre,  bower,  habitation:  cbam^ 

ber  parlour,  perhaps  from   Ifl, 

bouaa,  to  dwell, 
Bowre- window,  chamber  <wiruiow, 
Bowys,  bows. 
Braid,  S.  broody  largf, 
Btandes,  pujords. 
Breere,  bicre,  briar.  ^ 

Bred  bannor,  broad  banner. 
Breech,  p,  3^4,  breeches. 
Breeden  bale,  bi  eed  mifchtef, 
Breng,  bryng,  bring. 
Brether,  brethren. 
Broad  arrow,    a  broad  forked- 
'      headed  arrotify  s. 
Brodinge,  pricking. 
Brooke,  /».  j6,  enjoy, 
Brooke,  p.  3og,  bear^  endure. 
Browd,  broad. 
BryirlynRe,  p.  6,  brvtlyng,  p  7, 

€tttting^upf  quarteringy  carving. 


Bugle,  bugle- horny  hunting-horn, 
Buthment,  tp.   tqo,    amhu/hment^ 

amhujly  a  fnare  t»  bring  them 

into  troubles 
Bufke  ye,  drefsye, 
Bufkerf  buikt,  dreffed* 
Bufkt  thenif   p.    100,    prepared 

themfelvesy  made  them/elves  ready* 
Buik  and  bouii,  p.  124,  /.  e.  make 

yourfelves  ready  and  go.     Boua^ 

to  go  (North  cmntry7) 
Rut  if,  unUfs. 
Buttes,  huts  tojhoot  at, 
Bv  thre,  p.  156,  of  three. 
Bye,  p.  164,    buy,  pay  for \  a!jo^ 

2Lhyey  fuffer  for. 
Byears,  beerc^,  hiers, 
BycJys.  bidesy  abides. 
Byli.  bill,  an  ancient  kind  of  bal- 

berty  or  battle-axy  p  6. 
Byn,  bine,  bin,  been^  be^  are, 
Byrche,  birch  tree,  birch-woJm 
Byfle,  beeit,  art. 


C. 

Calde,  callyd,  p.  8,  called, 
Canifcho,  s.Jlerny  grim.  » 

Can,   cane,  pp.  27,    29,  *^<m} 

p.  26,  began  to  cry, 
CapuU  liyde,  horfe-hide. 
Care-bed,  bed  if  care. 
Carpe  of  care,  p.  15,   complaim 

thro*  care. 
Caft,  p.  7,  mean,  intend, 
Cawce,  vid  Knwte. 
CaytifF^,   C3iiti(y  Jlave,   dfpitable 

lunt.hy  p.  47. 
Cetiwali,  p,  ^24,    fetiw.tU,    the 

herb    Faleriar:    alfo     Mountain 

Spikenard.     See   Gerard* s  Her* 

bul. 
Chanteclere,  the  cock. 
Cliays,  chace. 
Check,  to  rate  at. 

Check, 


|6t 
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Checki  t^Jhf, 

Childi  /.  109,  kmght,  Childrent 
/».  46,  knights.    Ste  fV.  ///. 

P'  54- 
Chriftentye>  chriftiaotei    Chrijl' 

Churl,  cfie  o£l9w  iirtb,  a  villain^ 

or  'uaJpa.L 
Chyf,  chyfe,  chief.   . 
Clawde,  clawed,  twey  fcratched% 

Cleaped,  cleped,  called^  nametL 

Clerke,  fcholar. 

Clim,  the  contraffim  rf  Clement. 

Cloughy  a  North  uuntty  word  for 
a  broken  cliff, 

Coate,  cot,  cottage. 

Cockers,  p.  324,  a  fort  ofhufiim 
trfiort  hoots  faftenedwtb  laces 
or  buttons^  and  often  vwm  by 
Farmers  or  Shepherds.  In  Scot^ 
land  they  are  called  Cutrkins, 
from  Cute,  the  ankle,'-^*  Co- 
••kcrs:  Fifticrmon's  Koots." 
(lJttleton\  DiBion,) 

Collayne,  Colognjieel. 

Comen,  commyn,  come* 

Confetered,  eor^ederated^  entered 
into  a  confederacy, 

Cordiwin,  p,  324,  cordwayne, 
properly  Spani/bf  or  Cordovan 
leather :  here  it  jfignifes  a  more 
vulgar  fort, 

Corfiare,  /.  1 2,  conrfer,  Jleed, 

Cote,  ffof,  cottage.    Item,  coat, 

Coulde,  cold,     Item^  could. 

Could  be,  /.•304,  vjoa.  Could 
dye,  ^.32,  d!rW  (aphrafe.) 

Countie,  ^-31(9  coma/,  earL 

Coupe,  a  pen  for  poadtry. 

Couth,  could, 

Coyntrie,  p.  314,  Coxwttry, 

Ct-ancky,    meny^  fp^igb^^yt   pt* 

mlting,  \ 

Credence,  belief, 
CreyiSy  crevice,  chink. 


CrickCy  8.  properly  an  ant  s  htt  Im 

p,  I9i>  means  probably  anyfmalt 

infeS, 
Criltes  coir,  p.  8,  ChrifTs  curfe, 
Crowcb,  crutch, 
Clowch,  clutch,  grafp, 
Cryance,     belief,    f,     creance. 

[  M^wtf  recreant.]    But  in  p. 

43,  &c.  it f eons  toJUgnify  *fearf 

f,  crainte. 
Conii  s^comcf  p.  lo,  came*  ^ 


D. 

Dampned,  condemned, 

De,  dey,  dy,  pp.  7,  10,  15,  £em 

Deepe-fette,  deef -fetched, 

Deid,  s.  dede,  deed.    Item,  deadm 

Oeip,  8.  depe,  deep, 

Deir,  8.  deere,  dere,  dear, 

Dell,  i^lf  part ;  p,  107,  every 

dell,  every  part. 
Denay,  deny  frhithmi  gratia.) 
Depured,  purified^  run  clear. 
Deicreeve,  defcribe, 
Dight,  decked,  put  on. 
Dill, /.  41,  dole,   grief,  pain,"-^ 

DiU  1  drye,  p,  41 ,  pain  I  fuf" 

y«r.— .Dill  was  dighty  p,  409 

grief  vjos  upw  him* 
Dint,  firoke,  blow, 
Dis,  p.  83,  this. 
Difcuft,  difcuffed, 
Dites,  dities. 
Dochter,  s,  daughter* 
Dole,  grief. 

Doleful  dumps,  pp.   197^  179, 
forrowful  gloom\  or  heavin^s  of 

heart. 
Dolours,  dolorous,  mmtrnfyd* 
Doth,  dothe,  doeth,  do, 
Doughte,  Doughete,  Dougheti^ 

Dowgbtyey  doughty,  formida^ 

ble. 
Dougbetie,  /•  '•  doughty  man, 

DownaCy 
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t>ownaey  s.  f.  4d|  am  mo/  a&/^; 

ff^riy^  tamtoi  take  tie  trow* 

bU. 
Doute^  doubt.  Item*  fear, 
DoQtted,  dnAtedy  feared, 
DoiSy  8.  doysy  dbf«. 
Drap,  s.  ^re^. 

Drc,  ^.  I3>  drie^^.  ixi^Jitffer. 
Dreidy  s.  dr«cde,  drede,  ir«a<iL 
DreipSy  S.  dripsy  drops, 
DrovyerSy  drovers,  ^.  171,  fucb 

M  drive  herds  of  cattle^  deer, 

Dryvars,  p,  $,  idem* 

Drjttp,*9yjufer, 

Drjrghnes,  drynefs, 

Duble  Dyfe,  double  (falfe)  diet* 

Dughtie^  doughty, 

ThAtf  s.  dole,  g^irf< 

Dyd,  dyde,  did. 

Pyghc,  p,    xty   dicht>  f,  561 

drejfedf  put  on,  put, 
Dynte,  dintf  blvwyftroke, 
Pyff  yfynge,  difguijhtg,  tnafking. 


B. 


Ee,  8.  eie>  eye,  Etiii  cyne^  tf)wt| 

£ch,  eche,  eicb^i  elke^  easi. 

Bin,  s.  even, 

Eir,  evir,  s.  ^er,  ever, 

£ke,  a^.  Eike,  each. 

Eldern,  s.  «Ai!r»'. 

Eldridge*,  Scotiei  Elriche,  El« 
ritcb^  Elrifche  \  wld,  hideous, 
ghoftly,  Iteuif  ionejmey  viun* 
habitedf  except  by  Jpeetres,  &c« 
Glojj:  to  A.  Ramfey.  Elrkcht* 
laugh.  Gen,  Sbep,  A,  5. 

EIke,  p,  X9i  each* 

Ellomyiiyngey  p,  xei,  embelUJh* 
ing.    To  illumine  a  book  was . 
to  ornament  it  with  faintt/^s  in 
miniature, 

EUyconySy  Helicon^u 

Etidyedy  dyed, 

Enharpidy  ^c,  p.  10I9  hookedf  w 
edged  vfith  mortal  dread, 

Enkankeredy  cantered. 

Envie^  p,  as>  eovye,  p,  a6|  met* 
/ice,  il/'itfiil,  injury, 

Erfty  s.  heretofore, 

Eterroynabley  p,  xq4>  intermin^ 
abie^  unlimited, 

Everych-ooe,  «v»ry««w 


^  In  the  Ballad  of  Sin  CAWLmt,  wd  have  '  Eldridge  Hills,' 
p.  45.    <  Eldridge  Knight/  p.  45,  54.    '  Eldridge  Sword,'  p*  48, 
^6.--'-*-So'Gawin  Douglas  calls  the  Cyclops,  the  **  Elsicrb  Beb- 
**  TRiR,"  i.  6.  brethren  (b*  ii.  p.  91,  1. 16.)  and  in  his  Prologua  to 
b.  vii.  (p.  20%f  1. 3.)  he  thus  defcribes  the  Night-OwL 
^'  Laithely  of  forme,  with  crukit  carofcho  beik, 
^*  Ugfome  to  here  was  his  wyld  blriscrb  ikreik/* 
In  Bannatyne's  MS.  Poems,  (foL  135,  in  the  Advocate's  Library 
at  Edinbui^h)  is  a  whimfical  Rhapfddy  of  a  deceafed  old  womaa^ 
travelling  in  the  other  world  $  in  which 

**  Scho  wanderit,  and  zeid  by,  to  an  Elkicr  wdL** 
In  the  Gtoflary  to  G.  Douglas,  Eleichs,  kc  is  explained  by 
^  Wild,  hideous  r   Lat  Trier,  immania\**   but  it  feeins  to  imply 
Ibmewhat  morti  ai  in  Allan  Ramfey's  Gloflaries. 
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Bb 
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Fach,  itcYik^fstck 

JPaio,  fayne,  gUu^findi 

7aine  of  fighte,/eM/  rffigltini^ 

Faine,  foyne,  /?<;«. 

¥»\SfjfaIfi,  Itm,/aiUtiU 

Fare,  f«/i. 

Farden^/.  ^^fmfidfjia/te*k 

Farley,  wmuErr. 

Fanlcone,  faulcotu 

<V$Yf  faith. 

^ayere,  ^.  15,  /«nr. 

Faytorsy  deeeivtrs,  SJJMUrf^ 
thtatu 

Fe,  /rr,  reward:  alfiy  bribe.  But 
sfroferfy  Fee  d  offHed  /«  Lands 
and  ^engmentsy  which  are  .he/U 
by  perpetual  right,  and  by  ae» 
hnwledgment  rf  fitpertority  to,  a 
higher  Lurd,  Thus,  p.  103,  in 
fee,  i.  e.  fn  Feudal  Seruiee.  L* 
IPeudum,  &*«.  (JB/ount.) 

Feat,  nice,,  neat* 

FeatOllfiy,  neatly, ,dextroitffy» 

Feers,  fere,,  matep.  eompanivn^ 

Feir,  s.  itxtyfear, 

Fen«ly«  pray,  ©"c.  p.  104,  frmt 
being  the  prey  oftiefondu 

Ferfly,  fiercely* 

Fefante,  pheafanim 

Fette,  fetched. 

rttttM,  prepared,  addrijfed,madt 
ready. 

Filde,  field. 

FinaoBce,  /^  104,  fute,  for'* 
future. 

Fit,  ^.J9,'fyt..^  i$4,fy^p,  83. 
Pwr/  or  Drvifon    of.  0  fing. 


Wenee  in  p.  74,  fifiC  /V  ajirattrt^ 

of  msffic.     See  vol.  II.  p.  174,. 

and  Gloffary.^ 
Flyte,   /»   contend   with    wtrda^ 

fiold. 
Too,  pi  llffn*' 
For,  on  account  of. 
Forbode,  commandment,  p.  184^ 

Over  G«d'8  forbode.   {Fret' 

tor  Dei  pree^tum  Jt.']   q.  M 

-Godforbid. 
Forefend,  prevent,  defend* 
Formare,  former  m 
Forthynketb^  p.  179^  repenteth^ 

vexeth,  trombletb. 
Forlede,  p.  100,  regarded,  heededL- 
"Eotft,  forced,  compelled. 
Fofters  of  the  fe,  /.  iZo^foref^ 

ters  of  the  ting's  demefnes, 
Fou,.  fow,  s.full,  a/fo.fuddleeL 
Fowarde^-  vawarde,.  the  van. 
Frc-bore,  p.  83,  fiee^born. 
Freake,  freke^  freyke,«wff,^* 

fan-,   human    creature*     jllfo  eo 

%vhim  or  maggot. 
Freckys,^.  10,  perfoni. 
Frie,  s.  fi  e,  free. 
Freics,  &  ///  omens,  ill  luck ;  etnfr 

old  fuperflitious  pvw^  or  imprff» 

fion  ♦,  p,  114. 
Fmward,  forward, 
Fuyfon,  foyfon,  plenty  \  alfo,fiA^ 

fiance. 
Fykkill,  fickU. 


Caiff  s.  getTyJxefu 

Gamoa,  /.  47.    7<>  male  ^^me'f 


#  An  ingenious  correfpondent  in  the  north,  thinks  Fa  bit  it 

not  *  an  tmlncky  omen,'  but  '<-  that  thing  wbich  terrifies  T'  riz* 

Terrors  will  purfue  them  tbatleri(  after  frightful  things.  Fai««T 

-is  pronounced  b|  tbf  cowpnon  peoplo  ia  Uw  aorthi  Fa  sat.  ji.  124- 
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Jtoj^^.  A.Si  EamemaAi  jo* 

i^n»    Hence  Backgamon* 
OanCy  gany  Begun. 
Garde,  gamd,  madtk 
Ganyde,  p,  iO|  gained. 
Care,  gar,  s.  make^  caufe  \  ftkrUf 

compel, 
Cargeyld,  p,  io6,  from  Gargou- 

ille,  f  .  the  fp^ut  of  a  gutter. 

The  to^oer  lUas  blamed  tvith 

Jpouts  cut  in  the  figures  of  grey^ 

hounds f  lions  f  &e. 
Garland,  p,  %^,  the  ring,  wthin 

Vfhii  h  the  prick  or  mark  HPasftt 

to  hefhot  at. 
Geari  s.  geer,  goods* 
Gecingt,  what  he  had'  got^  hh 

plunder^  booty. 
Geve,  gevendf  give^  given^ 
Giy  giC)  8.  gi^e. 
Gife,  giff,  if. 
Gin,  s.  any  if. 
Give  owre,  s.furnnder, 
Glede,  p.  "J,  a  red-bot  cole, 
Glent,  p.  ^f  glanced. 
Glofe,  p.  ^Sf/et  a  falfe  glofs,  or 

OodCfgoodi 

GoddeSfp.  lOO,  gtddefi* 

Goggling  cyen,  goggle  eyes. 

Gone,  ^.  ^if  go.' 

Gowd,  s.  gould)  gold* 

Graine,  fcarlet. 

Gramercye,  I.  e,  I  thank  you,  fr* 

Grand-mercie. 
Graunge,  p.  iity  ffttr^ry  \  alflf 

a  lone  country 'Ifouje 


in 

Growendei  gnnvyndi  grmtd^ 
Gudei  goidj  geud,  s.  f  «mA 


Ha,  hae,  s.  haeue.  Item.  bajf. 
Ilabergeoiii  f.  «   leffir   comt  of 

math 
Hable,  p.  99,  ed>le. 
Halched,  \\^Myfaluted^  emhractdf 

fell  on  his  necki  from, 
Halfe,  the  neck  I  throat, 
Hsleiomeiwholejiime,  healthy,' 
HandboWy  p.  1851  the  long-'howrm 

or  ammim  howf  as  diflinguijhed 

from  the  erofs'how, 
Haried,    harried,  haryed,   ha« 

rowed,  p.  iz.  167,  rohhed,  piU 

lagedy  plundered.    <<  iJe  harried 

"  a  bird's  ne/i:'  Scot. 
^larloclLe,  p.  313,  perhaps  Char- 

locke,  or  l^ild  Rape,   vtbick 

bears  ayellowfiowerf  andgrowo 

among  corn,  ^c. 
Hartly  luft|  p.  102,  hearty  dt'^ 

Haftarddis,  p»  95,  perhaps  *HaJly 
*  rafh fellows*  or,  <  upfiarti:  ju^ 

HaYiour,  behaviour* 

Hauld  s.  to  hold.  Item,  hold,  flrong^ 
bold, 

Hawberk,  a  coat  of  mail,  cortfifi* 


ing  of  iron  rir^s,  &c, 
4      ■ 


UayU,  advantage,  ptofit,  fp,  45, 
for  the  profit  of  all  England). 
A.S.  Hxl  faius. 
Vie,  p.  5,  hee,p,  14,  hye,  high. 


CreaiAvxides, grey-hounds.  .^^^       .*    — r. -^  ,—* 

Crtcc,  a  Jlep,  p.  107^  a  fiight  of     He,   /.    175,    bye,    to   hye, 

fieps,  ha/len. 

Greece,  p.  174,  fat  (a  fat  hart)     Heal,  p.  10,  hcdU 

from  f.  graiife. 
Grennyjig,  p.  77,  grinning* 
Gret,  grat,  great. 
Greves,  groves,  bsejhes, 
Gryfely  groned>/>.  31,  dreadfully 

groaned. 
Prp^dwa,  grouftdwalL 


Bbft 


Hear,^.  11,  here. 
Heare,  heares,  hair,hairu 
Hed,  hede,  he^, 
Heere,  p.  9^,  hear* 
Hend,  kind,  gentle. 
Heir,  s.  here;  p,  9,  iear» 
Hefty  ha/f^     « 


tf«fti 
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HeUy  f,  47^  ammand^  injunffiwu 

HcCher,  hither, 

Hcawyogy  bewioge,  hewing, 
hacking. 

Hewyne  in  to«  hewn  in  two* 

Hiy  hie,  f.  83,  he. 

Hie>  bye,  he,  hee,  ifr/^i. 

Highr,  *.  49,  ^.11,  M^tf^o  •»- 
gagedyfrimifedf  (f,  1561  mfliA^ 
called)* 

Hillys,  i&///i. 

Hinde,  hend,  ^mf/r. 

Hir,  s.  ifr^r. 

Hirfely  8.  herfelf. 

Hit,  ^.11.  //• 
^  HoOy  ho»  ^.  zo>  «»  inter je&ion 
of  flopping  or  defifling:   hence 
Jtopfage. 

tiode,  hoody  cap. 

Hole,  whole ;  holl,  /<i^. 

HolteSy  woodsf  grwes,  f.  24.  i)s 
Norfolk  a  plantation  of  cherry- 
trees  is  called  a  "  cherry-holt." 
^Ifofcmetimes  «  hills  ♦." 

Holy,  ^.103,  wholly.  Or  per* 
haps  hole,  whole, 

HoRi,  hena,  them, 

Hondridth,  hondred,  iodndred* 

Honge,  hangf  hung, 

Hontyng,  hunting, 

'Hoved,  p»  106,  beaved\  or  per» 
hapSf  hovered,  (p,  t^J  hung 
moving.  (Gl.  Chaue.J  Hoved 
or  hoven  meam  in  the  mrth, 
ijwelled.*  But  Mr,  LamBe 
thinks  it  is  the  fame  as  Hopd, 
^ill  ufed  in  the  north,  and  ap^ 


filed  to  arty  light  fuljlanee  Sesf 
ving  to  and  fro  on  an  undtdating 
furface.  The  vowel  u  is  often 
ufed  there  fir  the  confon,  v, 

HouAt,  hunt, 

HygbCe,  f,  30,  on  high,  aloud. 


V  feth,  infaith» 
Iween,  (I think:)  verify. 
I  wysy  I  wiSy  (I  know :)  verij^* 
I  wo^  (I  know :).  verify, 
-Iclipped,  called* 
IS,  if. 

Jimp,  %, /lender, . 
lid,  Vd^  I  would. 
He,  77/,  I  will. 
Ilka,  s.  every* 
Im,  p.  %l,  him. 
In  fere,  I  ferei  together. 
Into,  8«'  in, 
InCreSy  p,  107,  entrance,  admits 

tame, 
Jo,  p.  li%,fweet'heart,fru 
Jogelcrt,^.  137,  jugttrs* 
I-tuiied,  tuned, 
lye,  ^e, 
l8|  p*  %lf  is,  hiu 


K. 


Kail,  p.  104,  eail. 
Kan,  p.  loi,  can. 


*  HoLTES  feems  evidently  to  fignify  Hills  in  the  following 
paflage  from  Turfadrville's  **  Songs  and  Sonnets/'  lamo.  I5^7» 
fol.  56. 

»  Yee  that  frequent  the  hilks, 

«  And  higheft  Uoltzs  of  all; 
«  Afiift  roe  with  your  ikilfoll  quilles, 
<<  And  liften  when  1  caU." 
A%  alfo  in  this  other  Verfe  of  an  ancient  Poet« 
<<  Undeni^atb  the  HoLTBffo  boar.*! 
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KaiiS|  earhf  churls,  karlis  of 
kindi  p.  glSf  churls  by  nature^ 

Kaald,  p.  %t,  called, 

Kawte  and  keene,  f,  26,  cautious 
andafUvCf  I.  cautus. 

Keepcy  f.  325,  care,  heed.  So  in 
the  eld  play  of  Hiek  Scornery 
^  fin  th€  loft  leaf  huf  one)  "  I 
'*  keepe  not  to  ciymbe  fo 
««  hyc."  /.  e,  Ifiudy  not;  care 
notf  6fc. 

KempCy  a/otdier, 

Kemperye  man,  p,  'jo,  foldieff 
Vfarrior,  Jighting-maru  * 

KemSy  s.  combs. 

Ken,  kenft,  know,  knowejl, 

KeperS|  &c.  p»  188.  Sc,  thoft 
that  toatch  by  the  corpfe,  Jhalt 
tye  up  my  wndingjheet. 

Kind,  nature, 

Kityj^.  ID  1 1  cut, 

Kithe  or  kin^  acquaintancef  nor 
kindred, 

Knave>  p,  g$f/ervant, 

Knicht,  8.  knight. 

Knights  fee,  p,  ^i,fucb  a  portion 
of  land  as  required  the  pt^Jfor  to 
ferve  'with  man  andhorfe, 

Knowlesi  knolls,  little  hills, 

Knyledy  knelt. 

Kowarde,  -coward, 

Kuntrey,  ^.  lor,  country, 

Kurteis,  p.  103,  courteous. 

KyrtiU,  kktle,  petticoat,  gown* 


Lakh,  s.  loth. 

Luthly,  s.  loathfome,  hideous. 

Langiome,  s.  p.  339,  long,  tedi* 

ous,    Lang,  s.  long, 
Lauch,  lauclied,  s. laugh,laughtd, 
Launde,  p,  174,  Itnon, 
Lay -land,  p.  47,  /and  that  is  tM 

plowed:  green-fujard. 
Lay-lands,   p,  55,   lands  in  gi» 

neral, 
I^yden,  laid, 
Laye,  p,  47,  law, 
Layne,  lain,  vid.  leane. 
Leane,  p.  ig,  conceal, hide  i  Ittm^ 

lye,  (query), 
Leanyde,  leaned. 
Learnd,  learned^  taught, 
Leafe,  p,   175,  lying,  falfi^od, 

Withouten  leafe,  'verily, 
Leafynge,  lying,  falfhood, 
Lee,  p.  125.  Lesifthefcld, 
Leeche,  phyfician, 
Leecbiage,    dofforing,    medicinal 

care. 
Leer,  p,  345,  look, 
Leeve  London,  /.  294,  dear  Lon* 

don,  an  oldphrafc, 
Leeveth,  believeth, 
ljtfe,p*  178  ;  leeve,  dear. 
Lefe,  leave  i  \ewts,  leaves. 


*  **  Girmanis  C^mp^  Exercitum,  out  Locum  ubi  Exercitus  copra* 
**  metatur,  figmfcat :  inde  iffis  Vir  Cajlrenfis  et  Militaris  kemfibr,  */ 
<'  kempher,  et  kemper,  et  kimber,  et  kamper,  pro  varietate  dia* 
**  leSforum,  vocatur:  Vocabulum  hoc  mfiro  fermone  nondum  penitus 
**  exolevit ;  Norfolcienfes  enim  plebeio  et  proletario  fermone  dicunt  **  He 
**  is  a  kemper  old  man,  /.  e.  Senex  Vegetus  eji :"  Hinc  Cxmhn&fuum 
*^  nomen :  **  kimber  enim  Homo  bellicofus,  fugil,  tobujlus  miles,  ^c,Jtg» 
**  mficat,"  Sheringham  de  Anglor.  gentis  orig.  pag.  57.  ReSius 
autem  Lazius  [apud  eundem,  p.  49.]  '*  Cimbros  a  hello  quod  kamff,  et 
*<  Saxonice  ksimp  nuneupatos  crediderim :  unde  billatores  viri  Di« 
**  Kexnpfibri  Die  Kemper.'* 

B  b  I  Lcivi^ 
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Leive,  8.  have, 

Leman,  ieaman^  leimaiii  hverf 

wdjirefs.  A,  S,  leifman. 
LengCTf  loMger. 

hl^AjX^f  fydes,  vu/tut, 
lAmedf  Uamea^  tatigBe,  * 
I^efyoge,  leafing,  (yifig,  fa/JtootU 
X^f*  $f  bindtfy  ^.71*  bindrteL 
Lettefty  bitukrtji^  dtteunefi. 
I^ettyngy  bindrance^  u  €,  witiM^ 

tAver,  rather* 

Leyrei  lere,  f*  312,  lurningf  hre, 

Lig>  8.  //>. 

LightfomC)  ebeatfultjfrigbtly* 

lJ^tf,^X^f leafed. 

Und^  f,  1731  the  lime  tree  %  tr 

€olle3n>elyp  lime  trees  i  or  tree* 

in  genera!* 
Ungelly  a  thread  cf  hemp  rMed 

with  rf/trif  ^c,  ufed  by  ruJHci 

fir  mending  their  fines, 
Lithy  tUhe,  iythe,  f,  157,  aitend^ 

bearkenf  li/len. 
Lither,   p,  72>  idle,   v/orthlefip 

naughty  t  frrwardm 
Livery  ddiiftr, 
liverancey  p.  S999  deliveramtf 

(money  ^  §r  a  pledge  fir  deiivering 

you  up), 
ILoke,  p.  314^  l%eh  ofvml* 
IjoageSf  behni^, 
Loo(et;  lofe<i,  hofed* 
LopC)  leaped, 

X'Ovetti,  /oT'«,  plur,  number* 
]Lough|/.  172,  laugbt 
I^ukedf  Med' 


LouOy  8.  p,  34O1  lown,  p,  «o7f 

/oo»,  rafcalf  fitm  the  IriJbXvoXi* 

Jhthfil^  Jluggijb, 
Louted,  lowtedei  hvwedy  did  oheym 

fame, 
Lowe,  p»9Zfa  little  hill. 
Lurden,  lardtyne^/b/ggardf  drofte* 
Lyndcy/.  17*,  173,  lyoe,^.  90, 

See  lande. 
hjlbf   p,  323,   lythe,    lithfcme^ 

flioMt^fiexible^  eafy^  gentle* 


M. 

Mahoundy  Mahowne,  Mabmet* 
Majefte,  maift,  niayeftey»MyVf« 
Mair,  s.  marei  more. 
MakyS)  maks,  mates  *, 
Male^^*  io>  eoat  of  mail. 
Mane,  ^.7,  man.  Item,  moan* 
March  peiti) pag.  t^,i»  the  Partf 

lying  upon  the  Marches* 
March-pine,  ^.  3  6  8,  marcb-pan«| 

a  kind  ojhifetut. 
Maft,  made,  ma/ ft* 
Mafterye,^.89,  mayeftqri^.iSz» 

a  tryal  efjkill^  high  proof  of 

Mauger,  mxQgce,/j>ite  of* 

Maun,  s.  muii,  muft. 

May,  vtaidf  (rhytbmi  gratia)^ 

Mayd,  mayde,  maid. 

Mayne,  p.  si*  fine,  ftrength,  f, 

85,  borfe's  mane, 
Meany,  retinue,  train,  eompany^ 
M^i  meedci  reward* 


*  As  the  words  Makx  an4l  Mate  were,  in  fome  cafesi  nfed 
promifcuoudy  by  ancient  writers ;  fo  the  words  Ca KB  and  Cats 
ieetn  to  have  been  applied  with  the  fanie  indifferency :  this  wiH  \U 
laftrate  that  common  EngUfh  Proverb  **  To  torn  Cat  (i.  e. 
*<  Cats)  in  pan."  A  Fam-Caxi  is  ia  Nortbamptooihire  fti]| 
calMaFAM-CATU 
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lEfen  oT  wacSf  f,  2?^  gtm  ^ 

amwi, 
Meniveere,  affentt  •ffir, 
MercheSy  marches, 
'Met,  f,  6.  meity  s.  metei  mut^ 

fof  f  roper, 
JAtyntf  fee  Meany. 
>fickle>  much, 
Mihged,  f.  46.  mentioned. 
MifcreantSf  unbeiievers, 
Mifdoubt,  3 1 6,  fuffea,  douBt, 
IMiiken,  miftahe  \  mifr  in  the  Sent* 

ttijh  Idiomf  <(  let  4  thing  mimti" 

'/Mr,  LamheJ, 
Mode,^  ijx,mood. 
Monyn4Ay>  Monday* 
Moresy^.  459  i6///Jt  'u>Hddofwnu 
Morne,  8.  /.  79,  o>i  tbt  morrow* 
Mort|  ^M/iO  ^  the  dur, 

Moughti  moti  motey-M^g^. 
Mun,  maaD,s.««r^. 
Mure,  mures,   s»  «;/A/  davms^ 
beathsj  &e» 

Mightti,  mighty, 
Myllan,  Af/Aw  /»7. 
Myne-ye-ple,  /.    10,  ferbapSf 

many  p£es,  or,  ftildx»     M  ony pie 

/i  ^/7/  ufed  in  fhis  Jenfe  in  the 

north  (Mr,  Laidbe), 
Myrry,  wterry, 
9if  yiuryd,  p.  99,  ^ifrff^  applied 

(»  a  had^urp^e. 


Ka,  nae,  s.  no,  mm* 

Kams,  nrnms* 

Kar,  /.  (,  nare,  mr,  Jt,  t'htM^, 

Kat,  w/. 

V ee,  ne,  M/^i&. 

Keigh  him  neare^  approach  him 

nemr, 

ifUkf  u  ncrt I  a^gr^  mvtr^ 


Ketr,  B.  nere,  mmr. 

Nicked  him  of   naye,  /•  j(5, 

nicked  him  with  a  t^Jtd, 
Nipt,  pinched. 

Nobles,^,  ay,  m^{/i,  mhkncju 
None,  MOM* 
Noorice,  %^ifurje,  ^ 


O'giny  S.  Oif!  ajhrafe, 

On,«/w;  on  man,  ^  8,  mw  mm«< 
One,/»25, «». 

Onfowghteni  unfoughten,  un» 
Jought, 

Or,  ere, )».  ao|4^,  ^^i» 

Oreir,  tfwecvwr* 

Orifons,  sprayers. 

O^y  ofte,  00ft,  bojl. 

Out  ower,  8.  quite  over:  aver. 

Out-horn,  thefinnmoning  to  armtp 
'hy  thefiundofa  horn, 

Outrake,/.  304,  an^outtidei  vr 
expedition.  To  raik,  s.  is  to  g$ 
fiji,  Outrake  /<-4i  cmnmn  tnm 
■among  Shepherds^  ivAen  their 
Jheep  have  a  free  >faffage  ftom 
inclofed  fajhtrec  into  open  and 
airy  groiinat,  they  call  it  ajratd 
•utrake.  (Mr,  Lamhe), 

Oware  of  none,  hour  of  mow « 

Owre,  owr,  a.  oUr^ 

Owt|  wt. 


P. 

T^^t,therivtrP^, 

•Paile,  a  robe  tfjlate*    Porp|»  and 

pafl,  /.  e,  a  purple  rohe,  or  cloaJtp 

aphrafe. 
Paramour,  Iwer,  Item,  a  mlfirefu 
Paregall,  rjMJl 
Partly  ]^ypp*  S|  a  part. 


B^4 


Anii% 
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Paves,  f.  9S,  a  pavicc,  «  large 

Jhkld  that  covered  the  wMe 

hed^t  i'  pavois. 
PavUiiane,  fetvilliony  tent. 
Pay,  f*  167,  liking^  fatisfaeHoHZ 
benect  well  apaid|  /.  e.  fleafed^ 
highly  fatiifiai* 
Peakid))^-  3ix« 
Pccre,  pcrc,  feer^  etpied. 
Penofiy  a  banner f  w  fittanur  hetrn 

At  tbetafofa  lance. 
Perelous,  parlous^  ferihul  \  dan^ 

gerous. 
Fcrfight,  perfeff, 
Perlefcy  f.  104,  feerUfu 
.Perte,  fart. 
Pertyd,  farted, 
Play-t»,reS|  flayfelUwu 
Flaimng,  comflainlng, 
Pleafance»  fteafurt. 
Pight,  pyght,^//<rAtfi 
Pil'd,  f.  307,  fuUd^  hold* 
pine,  famijht  Jiatvim 
Pious  Cbanfoa,  ^.1901  a  godly 

fong  or  ballad  *. 
Pile,  Pittyc,  pytc,  fity* 
Pompal,^.  1^7,  fomfous. 
Portres,  f.  107,  forterefs, 
Popingayy  a  parrot. 
PoW)  pou :  pow*d,  s.  fyll,  fulled, 
VowneSff,  $i^i founds,  (rbytbmi 

gratia). 
Prece,  prefc,  prefs, 
Vrecedff.  175,  ^tM,frefed. 
Preft,  ready. 
Prcftly,  f.  175'  preftlye,  f.  S3f 

readily f  fuick(y. 
TnckeSff.  899  tbe  mark  to  Jhoot 

at. 
Pricke-wand,  f.  899  a  nvrndfet 
ufff  a  mark. 


Pridked, /furred  on,  hafted^ 
Prowesy  f.  100,  frvwefs. 
Pryckc,  f.i%x,  the  mark:  com^ 

monly  a  bazle  vfand. 
Pry  me,  f.  i$jf  day -break. 
Pnide,  fulled. 


Qoailf  fitrink. 

Quadrant,  f,  lo^y  four-ftptare. 

Quarry,  f.  •>?*,  in  Hunting  or 

Hawking^     is    tie  Jlaugbtered 

gamef  ^e.  See  fage  6. 
Quercy  quire,  choir. 
Queft,  f.  168,  in^ejlm 
Quha,  s.  *utbo. 
Quhauy  s.  ivhen. 
Quiiar^  S*  inhere. 
Quhat,  S.  ^vbat, 
Qahatten,  t.  lubat* 
Qohetiy  s.  when. 
Quhy,  s.  why. 

Quyrry,^.6.  S'^  quarry  <i^otv# 
QuytCi^.  16,  recited. 


Blaine,  reign. 

VLsdbingftems  to  be  the  old  bunting 
term  for  tbefiroke  made  by  a  'wild 
boar  ivith  bis  fangs,  Seef,  219. 

Rayneireane,  rain, 

Rayffty  p.  Hi  tace. 

ReachleSy  carelefs. 

Reas,/  ^yraife. 

Reave,  bereave, 
Reckt,  regardfd. 


*  Mr.  Rowe's  Edit,  has  "  The  firft  Row  of  the  Rubrick ;"  which 
has  been  J^uppofed  hy  Dr.  Warburtoti  to  refer  to  the  Red-lettered 
Titles  of  ol^  Ballads.  In  the  large  Collection  made  by  Mr.  Pepys, 
1  do  not  remember  to  have  feen  one  Angle  Balla^  with  its  title 
printed  in  Red  Letters. 

4  Readey 
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Heade,  p.  21,  rt^,  ^ihifi,p,  %9p 
hit  0^.    Ready  advice, 

iKeid,  s.  rede,  reed,  red, 
Reid-roan>  s,  red^roanf  p»  6o« 
Rekeles,  reck  effc,  regardlefs,vwd 

of  care  f  rajh, 
S.eni(hj  f.  65,  renifht,  f,  71. 
HeniihC,^.  65.  71,  perhaps  a  de» 

rivaf ion  from  reniteO|  tojhint* 
Kenn,  rww,  /.  205. 
Renyed,^.  100,  refufed. 
Hcwth,  ruth ;  Ilewe^  ///y. 
iCiall,  ryaliy  rvyo/. 
Richt,-s.  r/^^/. 
Ride,  maie  an  inroad, 
Roche^  rocJi, 

Ronne,  ran\  Roone,  f,  a^,  run, 
Roode,  erofsf  crueifix, 
Roufr,  roof. 
Routhe,  ruth,  fity. 
Row,  rowd,  6.  roUf  rolled, 
Rowghr,  rout, 
Rowyned,  round. 
Rowned,  rownyd,  wbifpered. 
Rues,  ruetbe,  pitietb. 
Ryde,  p.  289,  /.  e,  maJu  an  inroad, 

Ryde,    in  p.    69,   (v.    136.) 

Jhottid probably  be  rife. 
Rydere,  p.  184,  ranger, 
Ryndt^^.  291  rent. 


Sa»  fae,  s.  fi, 

Saif,  s  fafe, 
^2Xi,sjia//, 
Sar,  fair,  s.fort, 
Sark,  Jiirt,  fbift. 
Sat,  fete,  7*/. 
Savyde,  Jafved, 
Saw,  Say,  fpeecJb,  difcourfi. 
Say,  ^.13  ,ya«;.     T*/.  i/./.  2 79. 
Say  us  no  hanne,  fay  no  ill  efia* 
Saync,  yiy.. 


Scathe,  hurt  ^injury, 

Schapped,  p.  30,  perhapi  fwap* 

ped.     ^'^.  /oc. 
Schip,  ^.fl>tp, 
Scho,  fche,  ^.  24,  sjSe. 
Schone,  Jtone. 
Schoote,  Jhot,  let  go, 
Scbowte,  fchowtte,y&aHr« 
SchriU,  «.  Jhrill. 
Se,  s.  fee,  fea,  p.  6, fit, 
Seik,  s.  {tlLe/feeJk, 
Seae,  feen, 
Seitayne,  fertenlye,  certcSn^tm* 

tainly, 
Sety  wall.    See  cetiwall. 
Shaws,  little  ^woods. 
Shear,  p,  5,  entirely^  fpemtut)^ 
Shcele,  /he'llfjhe  -will, 
Sheene,  Ihene,  jftiining, 
Sheits,  s.  fhtleSy  Jhettt, 
Shent,  difgraced. 
Shimmering,  y^/a/ffg"  by  t^oHCBk* 
Shoke,/.  loiifbookefi^ 
Shold,  iholde,y&otf/^. 
Shoen,  s.  (hoone,  p^  26o,,/SMr« 
Shote,  y&o/. 

Shraddes,/.  84,  'uid,  locum. 
Shrift,  confeffian, 
Shroggs,  fbrubsf  tbonu,  hriartf 

G.  Dm4g.  fcroggis. 
Shulde,  fiould, 
Shyars,  Jbires, 
Sib,  kin  :  aiin,  related. 
Side,  Jong, 

Sic,  fich|  fickjS.yM^. 
Sik,  fike,y»tf/&. 
Sied,  i.fa'Uf. 
Siker,  furefyf  tertdinfy. 
Sigh-clout,/.  206,  (fythe-dout) 

m  clout  to  flrain  milk  through  2 

ajlraining  clout, 
Silh,^.  *j^fnce. 
Slade,  a  breadth  ofgrtenfvjordhe^ 

tvfeen  plovf 'lands y  or  'woods,  ^e„ 
%\2LWtJlew,  p.  324.  (Sc,  Abel.) 
Slean,  Hone^Jlain. 
Sle,  dee,  flay  $  i[eef!t,Jlay^, 
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Slode,/.  46^  Jfit^fpliim 
Slime,  /.  ifi^Jlaiiu 
Stoughe,/.  ^jjlrofs 
SiDUhen,  %/jmotben, 
SoULnn,  foldan,  iowAsn^Jmltmu 
5oU,  fotiUe,  iawVSffiuI, 

Soth-Yngtoode.  SwtbEnglamcL 
Soth,  iothe^  foutb,  loathe,  y^ri, 

Sookly  %,Jlmld. 
Soudan,  ibo<Lin,  Jultatu 
Sowden,  Sow^\a,/uItMu 
SoWTe,/cifr, 
Sowre,  Uyatrttfore, 
Sowttf,P.  77,  Mjloemaitr, 
Soy,  f.Jwt. 
Spaky  fpaiky  %.f^hu 

Spe'ik  t*'fp^**i» 

Spe  ndyd  ,  /.  1 1  fJ»'oBahfy  the  Jam 

a$  Spanoed;  grajf^d, 
5pcre,  {peefe,fjp€ar, 
fipill,^.  205,  fpille,  />.  S7,fj>oi'l, 

come  to  barm. 
^prente,  jOffpurttrdy  fprung  out. 
'Spurn,  fpurne,  a  kukff.  16.  Ste 

Tear. 
Spydc,  ^V</. 
Spy  It,  jpiiled,  def  toyed, 

Stabylc,  /» 103 » per  haps,  Jlahlijh^ 

%'alwoi  thlye,>?9«//v. 

Scane,  s.  ftean,  /.  82,/w^. 

Stark,/.  5 3, >#"*/>•  IOC ffntirefjf, 

Steedye,  /r*^)"- 

Steid,  s.  ltedc,y?tfr</. 

Stele,  /^^/. 

6ternc,/tfr« ;  or,perbaptfJ!aru 

Steiris,  Jian, 

Stevtt,Jiart. 

Sterte,  ^aLned,Jtarted. 

iSicrt,  ftart,  /.  334,  y?«r/#<i 

Steven,  /.  9  ^,voice» 

JSteven^/.  891  timt. 


Still,  qtdetffient^ 

Stiiit,  Jloptjhpped. 

StinuMle  Aage,  /.  22.    A  frimi 

interpretedthii^  **maHjfaJlirriMg^ 

**  traevdhwgjfmrmy!* 
^XaoAtxtSyJUaideri-hy* 
Stoon^ Stownde,  t'me,  vfbile. 

Stow*"*  /- 13»  75>  ftower,  ^.4^ 
llower.  /.  29,  55,  ^A/,  dt/. 
turhance,  &€•  Tbis  muord i$.mp^ 
fliedtn  tb^nortb  to  fgiujy  dafi 
Agitated  and  put  hita  metim  :  «< 
iy  the /"weeping  ^  m.  rcuHf  &cw 

$tr&ght,  Jlraigbt, 

Strekene,  firickem^Jlmch* 

SCret,  Jlreet, 

Strick,  firia. 

Stroke,/,  xoffinukm 

Stude,  s.food. 

Styniyde,  €bD3xAi/ajfed,JloppeJm 

Soar,  Jure. 

Sam,  t.fome^ 

Sompters,/.  318,  ief/2ri  tbat  curry 
cloatbsf  furmture,  &c. 

Swapte,  p.  13,  fwapped,  /.  28, 
fwopede,  /-  x%,firuck  'ViiUntly. 
Scot,  fweap,  to/courge,  fvid, 
gi\  Gaiv,  Vtiugt),  Or  perbapt 
*  exchanged*  Jc.  hlowg:  Jo  fwap 
or  iwoft^  Jignijies, 

Swat,  fwatte,  fwotte,  drdfweeit^ 

Swear,  p.  $,  Jware. 

Sweard,  Jword. 

Sw«;4Ven,  a  droam, 

Sweit,  s>  iy/etef/tveet. 

Swith,  fuici/jff  inflantfy* 

Syd,  Jide, 

Syde  (hear,  /.  5,  fydie  (hear,/.  (| 
«»  alljideu 

Syne,  /;&^/f,  afterivMrdu 

Sytb,  /"w/. 


T. 

Take,  /d/Ff». 

TalcntS;  /«  di^perbspf  golden  fr* 
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waments  hung  from  her  htaci,  to  the  Thrang,  s.  throng, 

^alue  of  talents  of  gold,  Tbre,  thrie,  s.  thf^. 

Taine,  s.  lane,  taken,  Threapc,  to  argufy  to  ajirm  •r  tf- 
TiKiTf/.  16 1  this  fee?ns  t9  he  a  pro*        fert    in  s  ^jfitivt   6verht4triM^ 

^erby  **  That  tearing  or  putliitg         mantier.    ' 

•*  occafioned  bisfpurn  or  kick.'*  Thritie,  thirty. 

Teenefi^*,  s.  fu/l  of  ind/grtation,  Throng,  />.  1 54,  hafieacti. 

lurathfui,  furious.  Till;  p.  1 6,  unio,  p.  73^  £ttticem 

Teir,  s.  tere,  tear.  Tine, lofe\  tint,  lofi, 

Teene,  tene,  forro'uf^  imiigfiatiovy  T(),  too.  Item,  tioo. 

%tfrath.  Proper Ijff  injury y  affront.  Ton,  p.  7,  ttm^,  the  one, 

Termagaunt,  the  god  of  the  Sara"  Tow,  s. /.  123,  to  let  down  vfitSgg 

xens.  See  a  memoir  on  this/ubjz^         ^ope^  &e, 

in  page  76*.  Tow,  towe, /«;o.  Twa,  S.  ftoik 

Thair, /iwr.  Thair,  thare, /A^rtf,  Towyo,^.  22, /<nt;/«. 

Thame,  s.  them.  Than,  then,  Treytory,  trdixxxyf  trMcbey^ 

The,  thee.  Thend,  the  end.  Tride,  trytd. 

The,  tbey,   Tbc  wear,  p,  5,  tb^  Trim,  exaef, 

ivere,  1  Tro^,  think,  conceive,  /«w« 

Thear,  p,  23,  ther,  p.  6,  there,  Trowthe,  troth.  Tru,  triee^ 

Thef,  thrive  {  mote  he  thee,  map  Tuik,  €  took. 

he  thrive,  Tul,  s.  ////,  to, 

Ther,/  ^^  their.  Turn, ^.318,  fuch  turn,yi/c£  as 
Thcrfor,  ^.  7,  therefore,  occafton. 

Therto,  thereto,  Thes,  thefe.  TwinnM,  s,  ^.  39,  parted^  fif^ 
Tbeyther-ward>  tbither^'ward^  i§^        rated,  vid,  G.  Doug/as, 

guards  that  place. 
Thie,  tbj.  Thowe,  thou, 

Thoufe,  8.  thou  art,  V.     U* 

Throw,  8.  through. 

Thrall,  ^.  309,  captive^  p,  1x4,  Ugfrtme,  S.y^acJJ/^rg;,  Ao/riWf. 

tbraldomf  captivity,     ^  Vices,  (frobid>Iy  contraSifd for  Ds« 

*  The  old  French  Romancers,  who  had  cori-upfed  tkrmaoamt 
Into  TBRVA-OANTy  couple  It  with  the  name  of  Mahomst  as  coup 
Itantly  as  ours  $  Chus  in  tlie  old  Roman  de  B/aucbardin, 

*'  ^  guerpifon  tuit  j^polin^  ' 

<*  Et  Mahofnft  et  tkrvagant." 

Hence  Fontaine,  with  great  humour,  in  his  Tale,  intituled;  La 
fieuic  V  du  Roy  de  Garbe,  £ays, 

**  Et  reniant  Mabom,  fupin^  et  tervao  ant, 
'*  Auk  maint  autre  Dieu  non  mains  extravagant." 

Mem.  de  I'Acad.  des  infcripc.  torn-  20, 4to.  p.  35£« 

AsTiRMAdANT  isevidently  of  Anglo-Saxon  derivatioii  and  caii 
Anly  be  explained  from  the  elemenrs  of  that  language,  its  being 
corrupted  by  the  old  Freocb  Rununccrs  proves  that  they  bcrrowcd 
towfi  timp  from  oun* 

fi*»)i 


5to 

wicei^y  f»  lo6fftrtws'i  or per^ 
haft  turnir^  fins,  fwiveh.    An 
ingeniom  jriend  thinks  a  vice  is 
rather  ^*  a  ffindle  of  a  prefs^** 
that  goetb  hy  a  vice,  tbatfeemetb 
to  move  of  itjelf. 
Til^ne,  f,  9  5,  rajcalfy, 
Vndtght,  undecked,  undreffed, 
Umntcklyey  mis-Jhafen. 
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Weme,  womb^  ^^yf  hollow. 
Weiide,  p.  174,  weened,  thought* 
Wend,  wends,  go,  goes, 
Wcrke,  luori. 

WeftKngs,  vfeftern,  or  wbr/ling. 
While,  f,  306,  until!, 
"Whoardy  board. 
Wfios,  p.  TOO,  whofo. 
WhyUys,  wAr^. 


Uoiett  fteven,  />.  89,  unappoinied     Wight,  /.  199,  perfon,  p,  306^ 


timey  imexpe&edly, 
Utttyll,  unto,  f.  165,  agair^. 
Voyded,  p^  169,  quitted,  left  the 

ptaee. 


W. 

/ 
Wad,^  I.  wold,  wolde,  tvouA/. 
Wae  worthy  s  'woe  betide. 
Walleringy  weltering, 
lA^ane,  p.  lit  the  fame  as  anCi  we  : 

fi  wone,/.  i^,i$one*t 
Var,  ^.  6,  aiuare,  - 

WarldiSy  F.  worlds. 
W^ryfon,  reward. 
Wat,  ^.  8,  wot,  know,  am  aware, 
Wat,  8.  wet. 
Wavde,  'utavuL 
f^lTtjvrdkV^^frmvard,  peevi/h. 
Weale,  ^  i  x  i,  hafpimjs,  profpf 

tity. 
Weal,/.  I  ^,  wart. 
Wedous,  witfoius. 
Weedes,  clothes. 
Weel,  we*  17,  ive  will. 
Weene,  ween'd,  tbinit,  thought, 
Weet,  &  wet. 
Weil,  5.  wepc,  weep. 
Wel-away,  an  interjeSHon  «fg^itf 
Wd  of  \\ih,fource  of  pity, 

*  In  fol.  3  55,  of  Rannatyne's  MS.  is  a  Ihort  fragment|  in  which 
«  wane'  is  ufed  for  *  ane*  or  '  one,*  viz. 

M  Amongft  the  Monfters  that  we  find, 
*^  There's  wanb  belovved  of  woman-keindy 
**  Renowned  for  antiquity, 
**  From  Adame  Urivs  his  pedigree." 

Wringt, 


flrongy  lufty. 
Wighty,/.  85,/roiig,/j^y  aSive, 

rumble.  ■ 
Wightlye,/.  4T,  vigorou/ly. 
Will,  s.  /.  li^yfhall. 
Wtlfulle,  /.  88,  'Ofanderingyerring. 
Windlinf ,  «.  tvinding. 
Winnac,  s.  'utill  not. 
'Wlnfome,  S.  agreeable,  engaging. 
Wifs,  p.  294,  kno%u,  wift^  ;(/i9t». 
Withooten,withougbten^iv//ioi//. 
Wo,  woo,  wee. 
Woe  begone,  p.  S'^y  lojl  in  woe, 

ofvenobelmed  'Ofitb  grief, 
Won'd,/.  322,  wonnM,  dwelt. 
Wone,  p.  13,  one. 
Wonderfly,    wonderly,   p.    Zo8y 

'Ufonderoufly, 
Wode,  wood,  mad,  wild. 
Wonne,  dwelt. 
Woodweele,  p.  %^,  or  wodewale  \ 

the  Golden  Ou:e.le^  a  bird  of  the 

thmfhkind.    Glojf.  Cbauc,    Tbg 

orig.  MS.  has  here  woodweete. 
Worthe,  worthy. 
Wot,  know,  wotes,  knows. 
Wouch,  /.  9,  mifibief,  evil.  A,  S» 

poh^  '.  *•  Wohg,  malum, 
Wright,  p.  100,  wrigbt. 
Wrang,  s.  wrung. 
Wrcke,  wreak,  revenge. 
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Wringe,  f.  xoo^  contended  with 

violence. 
Writhe,  p.  304,  %vrithedf  twijed. 
Wroken,  revenged, 
Wronge,  wror^* 
Wall,  s.  w/7/. 

Wyght,  p.  3ZI,  frongy  hfiy. 
Wy ghtye,  ^.  1 8  r,  the  fame* 
Wyld,  />.  5,  ivild  deer,    , 
Wynde,  ivende^  gt, 
Wynne,  Joy, 
Wyfte,  knew, 

Y. 

Y-cleped,  named f  coifed. 
Y-con*d,  taughtf  injiru&ed, 
Y-ferc,  together. 
Y-fbunde^  found. 
Y-picking,  picking,  culling,  ga* 

thering. 
Y-llaw,  Jluin, 
Y-wcre,  'were* 
Y-wis,  p.  IC9,  verify, 
Y- wrought,  wrought* 
Yave,  f.  294,  gave, 
Yate,  gate, 
Ych,  yche,  each. 
Ychyfeled,  cut  tvith  the^^'xxle, 

♦^*  The  printers  have  ufually  fubftituted  the  letter  z  to  exprefs 
the  chara£)er  ^,  which  occurs  in  o!d  MSS  :  but  we  are  not  to  fup* 
pofe  that  this  t  was  ever  pronounced  as  our  modern  z ;  it  had  rather 
the  force  of  y  (and 'perhaps  of  gh)  being  no  other  than  the  Saxon  let- 
ter x»  which  both  the  Scots  and  Englilh  have  in  many  inftancM 

changed  into  y,  as  jeaji  yard,  gea ji  jf^ar,  geonj  yp^^f  ^e. 


Ychone,/.  32^  eachom* 
Ydle,  id/e. 

Ye  bent,  y«bent,  lent. 
Ye  feth,  y-feth,  in  faith. 
Yee,  p.  28,  eye, 
Yenoughe,  ynoughe,  tnougK 
Yeldyde,  yielded. 
Ycrarrchy,  hierarchy. 
Ycre,  ytere,  year,yeart, 
Yerle,  p.  8,  ycrlle,  earL 
Yerly,  p.  5,  earfy. 
Ycftrecn,  s» yefier'tvening* 

Yf,  //. 

Ygnoraunce,  ignorance* 

Ynggliihe  YngJyfshe,  Englifk^ 

Ynglonde,  England* 

Yode,  vjent* 

Youei  yM, 

Yt,  it. 

Ytb^  p,  6;  in  the* 

Z: 

Ze,  zea^  t.  ye. 

Zeir,  s.year, 
ZelloWy  s*  yellow. 
Zonder^  s.  yonder, 
Zong,  s.  young, 
Zour,  s.your* 
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:  ^      ADDITIONAL    NOTE. 

Page  L4.2. 

Lmiehimfi'/cTiief  liis  play  ^  Hock  Tv  BSD  AY,  V}iieS 

•KM  "  frcfented  in  an  hifierkat  cue  iy  ctrtata  gcoii-ljearteJ 
mtn  (f  Cavenlry'  (p.  33^,  andviiich  it-'a^  "  lumt  la  be 
fiay'J in  ihdr  cilie yearly"  (p.  7,%},  as  if  it  locte  feenllar 
tithem,  terminr  it  *'  T H EiK  eld  JImialJhina"  (p.  ■^i).-~— 
jSnJ  fi  it  might  be  as  refrefmled  and  expreffed  by  thent 
"  after  their  manati"  (p.  3^j;  Alihmgh  we  are  al/n  lolj 
ly  Bevil  Hivgmi,  tkat  Si.  Brtce'j  £ve  tuas Jiill ceUiraie/t 
iy  the  Hortiern  Englipi  in  commeintrBli'M  ^  this  mcjfacre 
^  ihe  Danes,  lie  iwiaeii  beating  brafs  ittJlrumenU,  and 
JC'^'ng  old  r/iimts,  in  praife  af  their  cruel  ancefibrs.  See  his 
Skart  rirta  of  Efg.  JO^oiy,   &v>.p.  17.     (7'Ae  Pfrfact  it 
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